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be approached from the north, as they certainly will be in the course of a few years if 
active measures are not taken in the south to counteract the powerful influence at 
work in the north, 

Should you favourably consider my proposal, I would proceed to get it put into 
more formal shape, : oe ae 

‘The importance of the scheme to India is very great, for it would give an impetus 
to the mmportant trade now existing between Bombay and the Persian Gulf 
up the most extensive grain districts in Persia, forming « readily accessible and valuable 
reserve in years of famine in India. 

Teed only add that T have no personal interest either in the Euphrates and 
Tigris Company or in the Imperial Bank of Persia, so that in soliciting your considera- 
tion of the subject I do not seek to further any interests of my own, beyond the interest 
I have always taken in the subject us the pioneer in 1879, and ever since then a 
consistent advocate, of the Karun route into Persia. 

The friendly co-operation of the Bachteari tribe and Chiefs then assured is equally 
at our disposal to-day, so that there is nothing wanting to make the scheme at once 
operative, but the most modest support of the Home or Indian ‘ ari 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) GEORGE S, MACKENZIE, 


Tuelosure Jin No. 1. 


Newspaper Extract. 


2 Moscow, December 1900, 
Russi aNp tHe Perstay Gvne, Russian Government has decided to 
appoint a Consul at Bushire without delay ablish, trom next March, « regular 
line of Russian. steamers lesa to the Persian Gulf, and to encourage Russian 
trade openly and actively in Southern Per 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 
Sketch Map. 
a 
No. 2. 


Indiv Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 3.) 


TEE Unde retary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Moreign Ai mi, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sec ary of State, copy of telegrams 
regarding the of the tribal territory in the ibourhood of Adcn. 


duilia Office, January 1, 1901. 


eS ee. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 2. 
Government of Bombay to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(elegraphie.) December 31, 1900. 
MY telegram of the 28th December. Resident at Aden telegraphs -— 
_“Purkish Ambassador's complaints unfounded in respect. ‘There has been 
no infringement of Turkish territory by any one. On tho contrary, Haushabi Sultan 
complains that the Turks have not yet evacuated and des ‘oyed forts they built near 
Addnreja as promised. ‘Though twice written to, Governor of Yemen ling not replied 
to vither communication.” 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 2. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, December 31, 1900. 
ADDAREJA, Please refer to my telegrams of the 10th and 19th June. 
T understood from Resident's telegram of the 23rd May that Turkish troops had 


evacuated fort, although Turkish subject mentioned in your telegram of the 4th July 


held possession. ‘Telegram from Bombay of the 81st December is inconsistent with 
this understanding, Please ascertain and report fully, showing action taken on my 
telegram of the 10th June. 





Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 4, 1901.) 


(No. 446.) 
‘My Lord, St. Petersburgh, December 31, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith translation of an 
articlo which appeared in the * Novoo Vremya” of yesterday's date, on the subject of 
the construction of railway lines in Persia, and which has been supplied to me by 
Mr. Graham, Second Secretary of Her Majesty's Embassy. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8. SCOTT. 


_———— a a ee 


Taclosure in No. 3, 


Extract from the “ Novoe Vremya” of December V7 (30), 1900. 


(translation. 

LAPTERLY there haye often appeared in our Caueasi letters from: 

Northern Persia, deyoted to the question of means of communication in that country, 
and of the necessity for Russia to begin at last the construction of railways in tho 
territory of her ancient neighbour, Already it is heard on all sides that the patience 
of the inhabitants of those regions of Per adjoining our border beginning to be 
exhausted, and that whole populations, foresceing no amelioration in their miserable 
condition, are commencing to quit their old homes and seeking a better fate in foreign 
countries, 
Unfortunately, it is impossible not to admit that complaints of the Persians with 
regard to our passive attitude on the railway question are not devoid of foundation, 
In old times when ther free transit for fore mevel in Caucasus, 
Northern Persia, in spite of the want of a y decent roads, was, nevertheless, in a better 
position than -_ By stopping this transit we deprived Persia of the possibility 
of receiving Lory goods at a moderate price, for now they have to be taken by the 
long and expen: urayan route from ‘Trebizond to the south-east, and to make up 
for these foreizn ve did not give her our own merehandize of identical worth 
and quality, be Tr horder is somewhat ote from our industrial 
centres, and the supply of ly caravan routes is extremely difficult, 
added to which our Ra: n merchants are not disposed to unduly t themselves in 
the conquest of new markets, finding them, with some reason, little adapted for 
commerce, 

OF course the Persi could easily have got out of this difficulty without our 
co-operation ; they had only to beckon to We and a stream of pioncers 
of civilization would have flowed to iggling i y to obtain Concessions, 
to build a whole network of railwa: vi and with good reason, did nob 
wish to give a basis for the extension in the ne: st of a Western (i., gencrally 
hostile to us) influence, we concluded, with the Government of the Shah, a preservative 
Convention. 

Persia has bound herself to grant to no one Concessions for the construe- 
tion of railways, but at the same fime we cannot put ourselves forward to obtain 
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Concessions. ‘This Convention has lately been prolonged, and now, as before,our veto 
lies on the construction of railways in the Shah’s dominions. 

We have the right of removing this veto, and of ig for a Con 
build a line; but in that case it becomes possible for other nations to ask for such 
Concessions. ‘This we do not want, and so the present position of affairs in Persia 

ged. 

Nevertlicless, P annot exist with mere mule tracks. Tt is impossible for her 
not to cultivate her mini and other wealth and to remain in darkness. The roads 
‘constructed with our assistance from cabad to Meshed, and from Resht to Kazvin 
are not sufficient for the Persians, and now the news has come from Tehran that 
the Government of the Shah has proposed to some local contractors to construct a 

wom Julfa (on the Arax) to Tehran, Lf these works have not commenced by 

n New Year (9th March) the Gov L have the right of granting the 

1 of this roadway to a Russian Company. But is it not more simple to 

y at once instead of a road? Our new railway lines in the Southern 

s emphasize the necessity of a line to ulfa, Tabreez, and, further, to Webran, 

Tn any case, to construct a line to Tabreen (180 versts) is not difficult, and would 

certainly not be without profit, as "Tubreez is the first town in Persis in commercial 
importane: 

But then we infringe the Convention, But, perhaps, means may be found of not 

ig the Conyention, Perhaps one may sueceed in. somewhat altering the sense 
of the Convention, It y eannot be at all in Persin’s interests to remain road- 
logs at present, and our perpetual rival in these hinds is suificiently seriously occupied 
‘with means of communication in South Africa and enn obtain full and satisfactory 
dompensition in them. 

But the Chinese erisis! ‘The tight condition of our money market, &e, 

Novertheless, in spite of this general pressure, in spite of the fact that the Chinese 
crisis fouclies. not. only ourselves but makes the Germans also keep their anxious gaze 

cd on Eastern Asia: if it is true that light only comes from tho East, then we 

must wateh the Enst, both near and far, with attention Everywhere we shill sec 

the virtuous) Michael” zealously welding the links of his chain of © world policy.” 

Ought not_we fom time to time to take a lesson from the German? We shall 
gome out of all t 


.— (Received January 4.) 


‘HIE Under-Seerota State foe India presents his compliments to the Under- 

retary of State for Boreign J nd, by dirce i Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the ation of the Si y nelosures in 
Government of regarding 
Museat affairs. 


Ludi Office, January 8, 1901. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidential) Museat, Novenber 24, 1900, 

IN continuation of my letter of the 20th September last, T have the honour 
to attach the translated purport of a letter just forwarded to me by the Sultan, 
which las licen received from the Kazi at Sus. ‘The latter is a reliable man and not 
likely to forward information which he had not taken steps to verify. I shall not 
have aut opportunity before to-day’s mail leaves of disenssing the contents with His 
Alighness 5 meanwhile it seems expedient to forward the translation for the information 
of Government, 

be duly repeated to the Resident by the up mail. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 4. 


Translated purport of « letter from Saiyid Muhammad-bin-Ahmed Dhab (Kazi of Sur), to 
iyid Saced-bin-Muhammad (His Highness the Sultan's Vazeer), dated Sur, the 
18th Rajab, 1318 (November 12, 1900). 


WHEN the “Drdme” came here, the Captain put up in the houso where they 
(French) always do, and asked them (the Mukanna section) whether they had been 
subjected to any hards! They replied that Saiyid Feysal had stopped thei 
shipping any goods, as also shut off’ their garden water supply, but that His Highness 
had subsequently relaxed theso orders. ‘The Captain assured them that a man-of-war 
(French) was on the way up, and that they were French subjects on sea, and on land 
radius of ten days’ journey from their town, He further assured them that, 
if they lost a camel’s hair on sea, they would be compensated to the extent of a camel, 
in then went on to say that he had received specific orders from his Goven 
ment fo the effect that, whatever places he visited where there were French subjects, 
he w: quire if they were being subjected to any hardships, and that if he found 
such to ho the case, he was authorized, without further reference to his Government, 
to wage war against the oppressors of the French protégés. 
On hearing this they (the Mukan i 
Government that was bicking, then w 
them. 
Mhus the hope that was once entertained that these people would return 
their flags (French) is difficult of consummation and you had better be on your 
guard, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 4. 
Captain Cox to Government of Tudia. 


Mnseat, December 1, 1900, 
\CiL cruiser * Catinat ” left yesterday ostensibly for Seychell 
he made no demands Upon Sultan of Muscat whintever. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 4, 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Muscat, December 1, 1900. 

EN confirmation of my telegram of to-day’s date, T have the honour 40 report 

al” Sesterday morning for the Seychelles, 
ie may conteniphite putting into Sux en route, bub 
T think, little th san do there at present if she does call, 

‘The difference between her attitude during the fifteen days that she has spent in 
Muscat and that just previously displayed by the “Drdme,” bias been very marked 

deed. 

On the “Dries” arrival, her Commander and Mt, Ottayi at once visited the 
Sultan formally, and demanded x private interview: with His Highness for tho next 
day. From that moment they continued persistently to ply him with thavats of force 
and reprisals until M, Ottavi received the protest from this Consulate, after which 
they ceased to hold any communication with him, and the “Dime” took 
departure. 

In the case of the * Catinat" a totally different attitude was adopted, Commodore 
Kiese! called upon the Sultan with the whole of his officers and treated him with the 
utmost deference, and beyond assuring him tl ernment desixed his 
friendship and had no wish to do anything inconsistent with his independence, 
introiluced no political questions whatever. His Highness returned the Commodore's 
visit in due course, and uo further communication touk place until the latter called to 
take leave previous to his departure, 

(1615) © 
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{t will be understood, therefore, that the visit of the “Catinat” has locally 
strengthened our position and that of the Sultan, for, whereas, on her first arrival, 
wild riunours were at once set afloat that severe reprisals were to be exacted from the 
Sultan fo ion regarding the French flag and the French Consul’s Dragoman, the 
fact that she has treated His Highness becomingly and has left without making any 
‘lemands apon him, has made it apparent to the public that either the French have 
ho locus standi to take any elfective measures against the Sultan on account of ¢ 
i iat they hesitate to take such action, for fear lest the British 
ld intervene. Tn either case the effect is beneficial as strengthen 
our hands and eneonraging the Sultan, 

At the same time, Commodore Kiesel informed the Sultan, when leaving, that he 
should come wp again next year, aud that he should send up another ship in three 
or four months’ tin so that it is possi their intention to nurse the rs dhows 
while at Zanzibar, Jibuti, &e., and see that th 
fo send up a man-of-war fo see 
deter the Sultan fom’ taking: me 
takin 

Tho Sultan's presont intention is to be there himself at the time, but in the mean= 
time further developments or negotiations may have modified the situation, T simply 
dase the above surmise on the information at present available, 

Tinve, &e, 
(Signed) P, % COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political ayent, Muscat, 





Mr. Spring-Rice (o the Marquess of Lansdowne, (Received January 7, 1901.) 


(No, 125.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 10, 

1 BEG to express my thanks for the copy of Mr de Bunten’s despatch 
Which was inctosed in Lord Salisbury’s despatch No. 79 of the 30th October last, 

As far as T ean gather here froin members of the Shah's suite and other sources, the 
visit of the Shah to the Sultan was a qualified success. ‘The late Shah was treated at the 
Aine of his visit to the late Sulton in a manner which left deep and most disagreeable 
impression on. His Majesty's mind, ‘The present Sultan was, however, extremely courteous 
to the lute Shah at the tine, and has since his acc iny feiendly messages to 
the present: Shah. Tk was therefore hoped that some progress would be made towards 

ecting » permanent improvement of Turco-Persian relations, To a certain extent this 

heen the ease; the Sultan appears to hive been most courteous to his 

illustrious visitor and his suite, but the inevitable confliet of religious prejudi 

to have occasionally become evident, and the excuse of the 

guest at the quay, “that he had not lett th 

Satisty the Shah’s feelings, considering that 
hd be 


pears 
Sultan for not meetin his 
Paluce for ten years,” was not calealated to 


wade some vague proposals as to the 


‘ally in the south, have assumed grave 
proportions. 


T have learnt from un authority likely to b 
buble that any polit 
Sovereigns, 
Vunderstand that His Majesty as much impressed by the reign of terror which 
‘ippeated to exist at Constantinople, and that, while. he ad id vigour of 
the Sultan and the determination with whieh tie pursued his own ends, he did not regard 
his general polioy us worthy of [init ‘Turkish Euibasey here regards it us out 


of the question “that any “understanding has been arrived at aguinst any Christian 
nation, 


well informed that it is extremely impro- 
ical communications of an iniportanit mature passed between the 


Lave, &. 
(Signed), CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 7, 1901.) 


(No. 127.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 12, 1900. 

SINCE the Shah has returned His Majesty does not seem to have instituted any 
reform of importance, althouzi he las ordered the Government employés to wear a coat 
of a new semi-European pattern, His health has visibly improved, but he will have to. 
observe a strict regimen, und it is doubtful whether he will consent to such restrictions. 
‘The Sadr Azam is said to have arranged everything with the Valiahd, with a yiew to a 
sudden demise of the Shith ia order that the succession should take place without 
disorder. 

‘The great question in Teliran is the action of the wheat. ring, consisting of the 
Commander-in-chief and the Governor, with the tacit support of the Minister for Foreign 
Afairs. Some of the foreign Representatives wished to communicate to the Shah what 
had happened during his absence, but the Russian Minister thought such steps to be 
unnecessary. ‘The two chiet orzanizers of the ring are the principal supporters of the 

Shortly after the Shab’s arrival he conferied # new title on the one and a 
sword of honour on the othe on created a deep and, [am told, a dangerous 
foeling of discontent; and it would now appear that the Government is reconsidering its 

i, and that an inquiry is being instituted, 

‘The Minister of the Posts, who is also the Shah's jester and intimate, called on. me 
and spoke of the matter, I said, as he had usked me, Ucoutd tell him candidly what had 
passed during the Shal’s ubsence, and what the foreign Colony thought of the conduct of 
the officials left in charge of the Government by the Shah, ‘The Minister told me that 
the Shat had become aware of what had happened since his return, but that no telegrams 
on the subject from private sources had been allowed to be transmitted, and that three 
telegrams from his own brother had been suppressed, 

He said that the Shah had been really aroused on the subject, and that as 4oon as he 
liad recovered from an attack of the gout from which he was suffering he would take 
active measures himsell: hear to-day that as 
‘conduct of the Ministers concerned, 

Ih 
(Signed) 





No.7. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 7, 1901;) 
(No, 128,) 
My Lori, Tehran, December 12, 1900, 

WITIL reference to my despatch No, 98, of the 28th September last, on the subject 
of claims, 1 have the honour to inform vour Lordship that shortly before the urri 

‘I led on the Mushired-Dowleh and drew his setious att 
question, 

I pointed out to him that in sin of Buropean nations was that if 
the central Government failed to afford ad ‘sfuction for losses incurred by foreigners, 
owing to the fault ot local authoritics, steps were taken to sctile such «questions by dlveet 
hetion. Te was, I suid, a daty whieh 1 owed to. our friendly personal relations to, warn 
finn of the danger towards which bis Government appeared to be drilting. 

His Exeelleney thanked te for feation, and said T aust be ayare that 
the was helpless. He could uot prevail on the Governors to carry out his instructions, 

1 said in that case Her Majesty’s Government would nip doubt be happy to assist the 

‘sian Goverment in imposing their authority on the local officials, but 1 pointed out 
that such a course would not be of advantage to the dignity or independence of his 
eountry 

He said he would do his best to settle some of the minor claims; the larger ones, 

Howe others Sussoons, must wait for the Sadr Azam's arrival, In the meantime, the 


ya Heghi was certainly doing his best. to secure the payment of the fine due {rom the 
Turigustani for the murder of telegraph employes at Reshive. 
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Captain Schneider subsequently sceured payment of some minor claims, a list of 

which [have the honour to inclose herewith. 
the arrival of the Sadr Azam, I asked Abbas Kuli Khan to inform his Highness of 

the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram No. 61, of the 5th instant. 
Yesterday, on the occasion of a visit which his Highness paid to this Lezation, he 
expressed to me the warmest sentituents of friendship to the British Gove T said 
that T would not fuil to deliver his message to your Lordship who, 1 was sure, would be 
deeply gratified. At the same time, I hinted that your Lortiship's gratification would be 
increased if his friendly words were accompanied by some overt action. 1 suggested that 
the pressing and tndoubted claims should be paid at once, and that a. 
consisting of Persian wid Boglish Delegates should examine the doubtlul claims at 
Bushire, 

He asked for a Memorandum as to the claims which were m pressin 
promised to take the Shah’s orders as to the appointment of a Special Claims 
Commission, 

T have, Xe, 
(Signed) ie ) \G-RICE, 


Inclosure in No, 7. 


MS settled recently by the Persian Government, 





Subj Benwathe 





Gulf ‘Trading Company, Shirae, ‘i January last 


the Pesvian. For 
ast a mative of I 


vation Gliolun robbed, Shiraz 
aph Gholau rybbed, eben 


Natir-ul-Mulle Dunlop and’ Tal sinee pwsymuite were 
inlly) syne + 14600 | Ghatonis 
‘The Daryn oghi haw nov » 
neeoune of the munder of 1 





(Signed) , SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
‘Military Ataché, 





No, 8. 


Mr. Spring-Miee to the Maryuess of Lansdowne, —(Received January 7, 1901.) 


(No. 129) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 12, 1900, 
1 WAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Sadr Azam ealled at-the 
to communicate to your Lordship his assurances of 
eat Uritain, He said he had spoken 
ait Tongth ou fhe spoke in terms of esteem and 
affection), and L assured hin Sir Padward had eousntnieated bis messages to Her Majesty’ 
Government, Me told ive that during his jouruey: in Europe he bad received inforiia 
tion as to Sir A, Hardinge whieh convinced ‘him that the choice of a British Minister in 
Persia lind been actuated by’ sincere, desire to cement yet more closely the tradit 
friendship bebveen the two countri 
Adverting to the cond 1g which he found hers on his arrival, he stated 
that many coinplaints had becn made to him as to the conduct of the Governor of the 
town, aud that a severe inquiry was being instituted. 
He spoke at length on his jou it expressed a warm feeling of grati 
{owards the various Vringes and their Ministers with whom le had been in eoutact, 
éspocially the Emperor and Empress of Russia and M. Witte, With the latter he had 
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had a long and most interest sation, and had convinced himself of his friendly 
sentiments. ‘The Russian foreign Minister, le said, was a great improvement on his 
predecessor, who liad not always been able to control a somewhat violent temper. He 
was much impressed by the peaceful policy of the Emperor, who told him that every 
soldier he saw leaving for the Bast was “like a drop of his blood.” 

Tie expressed a high opinion of M. Deleassé, but was much struck by what he 
thought the extremely unstable character of the French Government. 

He reiterated his regret at not being able to visit England, and seid that the Shah 
was coustantly alluding to the disappointment, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 9. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne—( Received January 7, 1901.) 


(No. 180.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 12, 1900, 

* RUMOURS are again current that the Cossack brigade is to be increased and 
Russian Consuls appointed in South Persia, ‘The Russian Minister scouted the idea, and 
said that the only increase in the brigade was by the dispatch of one additional officer, 
now in Tehrav. 

‘The Sade Azam told one of my colleagues that, owing to Inek of money, an increase 
of the Cossack brigade was impossible, but that the nomad tribes would. be organized on 
the Cossack system under Russian advice. : 

If this system is applied to the Lurs and. Bakhtiay, it is unnecessary to. point to the 
instance of the Hamidie Horse to show the dangers that may ensue, It would also mean 
the dispatch of Russian officers to South Persia, Moreover, these tribes are notoriously 
hostile to the Persian Government, by which they have been so cruelly treated. 

‘Two Russian gentleinen—one an aide-de-cainp of a Grand Duke, and another « high 
official ia the Government of ‘Transcaucasia, of advanced age—have teft ‘Tehran for 
Kermanshal,, ‘They informed me that their mission was scientific, 

vi T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


No. 10. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 7, 1901.) 


(No. 1: 
My Lond, Tehran, December 1%, 1900, 
TILAVE the lionour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events drawn 
up in the Oriental Chancery of this Legation, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No. 10, 
Monthly Summary of News up to December 18, 1900, 


Tehran.—The principal event of interest this month has been the return of Hig 
Tmperial Majesty the Shah to his capital, He was met at the Bagh-i-Shal near 
the Kazvin Gate by the Corps Diplomatique, and after a short while made w State 
entry into the city, the roads along which His Majesty passed were decorated with 
flags and triumphal arehes, 

Another reception was held at the Pataeo a few days after, at which His 
Majesty appeared to be in excellent health sind spirits. A review of all the troops 
in garrison also was held. It is estimated that about 6,000 troops were present, ‘The 
Corps Diplomatique did not attend, 

‘he Governor of the city, the Asaf-ed-Dowleh, was presented with a sword of 

1645] D 
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honour by the Shah, but there is now a strong party working to have him removed, 
asalso the Sipah Salar, or Commander-in-chief, It is reported that the Prime Minister, 
who has had the title of Attabek-i-Azem conferred on him, is anxious to put his son 
in as Governor, and that the Shah’s second son, a boy of some 20 years of age, is to 
be made Commander-in-chief, 

The post, is causing 
inner in which he is dis 

fa squeezing every penny he can out of the farmer 
and the officials. “Where is an almost. total break down on the Meshed road, and at 
Yead the posts are frequently eurried on donkeys, the horses having been sold by the 
postmasters to send the proceeds to the Vazir-i-Mumayoon, who spent enormous sums 
of money in Paris when with the Shah, 

An official of the Persian Foreign Office having been imprisoned and maltreated 
by the Asaf Dowleh, the Mush -Dowleh, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
ippealed to His Majesty the Shah, who, however, took no notice. ‘The Minister and 
(ho entire Foreign Office staff then resigned, ‘The Shah then gave way. ‘The weather 
has | mild of late and more like spring than autumn, Prices ave high, but 

is apparently no difficulty in obtaining bread, 

Resht,—he weather has boon ve y of late, and much difficulty has been 
experienced in landing: mails and yassengeis, many travellers have heen 
return to Baku, twice or thrice, without being able to 
the merchants are hexinning to. make use of the port o Sar, where tho 
landing charges ane cheapor, the port and the transpor eges to Tehran less 
expensive, 

‘The steam-ship “ Vera” went aground on the Enzelli Bar and became a total 
wreck, A luge quantity of suzar was lost, but no lives, apparently. 

Aepahan.— Nhe death is announced of Sheikh Mahommed Ali, the brother of 
Nedjofi, the leading Mollah of Ispatian, He was accidentally poisoned. 
funeral was attended by thousands of people trom the city and the neighbouring 

lages., ‘The customs ire again entrusted to a Persian for collection. The Acting 
Const had in interview with another brother of Agha Nedjed. The 
turned on the subject ot the wtirms which it is believed that the Shab will carey ont 
shortly, ‘The Multai said that the chief reforms if entrusted to uropeans, would be 
opposed by his class, and the Acting Consul states that it is evident that the Mul 
‘We preparing: an organised resistance 

Prices are normal, bread plentiful, and agricultural prospects zood. 

Shiras—Coppor currency. is very searce, and. the poorer classes are in great 
difficulty, ‘rade continues fairly active, Heavy rain is reported to have done con- 

erable damage to the erops, 

‘The district is fia disturbed condition, and robberies frequent. Prices are normal 
ind bread plentiful, 

Bushire—Uis Bxeolleney the Daraya Beghi has returned after a su 
expedition against the Tangistanis; the two most considerable of their Chiefs 
taken sanctuary with the Mullah of Bushire. He hay now obtained sul 
denee that the outrage on the British Residency was the work of the Nazim. 
who was expelled from Bushire, but has now returned an return of his 
uncle, the Mouin-ul-Vujjar, from Burope. ‘Che At at_-has telegraphed to 
Bushino, ordering hint to come to ‘Tehran, 

‘The Persian Government have placed an embargo on the export of wheat. 

‘he Rt. store-ship “Drime” visited Runder Ablus; the Captain of the 
* Drome" informed the Governor that another French ship would be up in those 
waters in tivo or three weeks, 

The Russian tvavellors, Messrs. Syrimfatnikoll and Pellenbers, erbarked at 
Vingah, and proceeded to Bander Abbas; while there they asked the Governor to 
stow them the coal loft there by the Russian gun-boat “Gilyak.” ‘The Governor 
professed entire iguomnce, and the travellers are reported to have had an altercation 
with the Goyemor on the subject, It appears that they did not succeed in making 
the it the existence of the coal 

‘Phe coal is lodged ina small room capable of holding a few tons. 

‘There has been some difficulty, it is reported from Mohammerah, in collecting the 
revenue from the Beni Tru; his Excelleney the Muez-es-Sultanch is preperin: 
said, 5,000 Norsemen to assist the Zis-ul-Mulk in collecting this revenue, 

Mohamnierih also reports that the Mouineul-ujjar has 
inspect his property there, 


n 


Meshal —Autamon rains have commenced, ani the land i being prepared for 
ing; sa orted as being good. : my 
de Heer ea “Thitich firm have arrived with the object of establishing 

bt for the purchase of wool. < 
Dies cottage has fallen {0 50 shabis to the kran, - ee 
Ihe following items of news wore revived from the travelling news-writes 
‘The Oxus is reported to be so low that there is great diffiont 7 seer 
navigating. Movements of small numbers of troops are reported, sephab) 
reported to have a large garrison, but the writer was afraid to proceed (ise. At 
Tashkien the railway line is being extended, but the writer does not state in what 
direction, Notwithstanding the prohibition of tho Governor, the Jaffer Bhais axe 
cxporting large quantities of wheat into Russian territory, ‘Two Russian naturalists 
have arrived at Meshed; they are going to Seistan. ‘These same gentlemen ses 
i in the year 1898. A strong fort, with foundations of stone and walls of burnt 
constructed at Shaik Junaid, It is said that it will take a year to 


isons of Askabad, Mery, or Samarkhand. "The 

Russians have, ho a garrison of 200 infantry, 100 Cossucks, and 
(a ©, ¥. SCHNEIDER, Capt 
‘Military Attache. 





No. 11, 
Mr. SpringeRice 40 the Marquess of Lansdowne—( Received January 7, 1901.) 


ge ee Tehran, December 18, 1900. 
©” T HAVE the honour to transtnit to your Lordship herewith an interesting Report 
drawn up by Captain Schocider on the subject of & review rovently held by the Shab on 
he occa his return, : a 
reer eg to point ok thatthe acl steogth of ts Cossick brigade as beot increased 
since the last teview of this force (in October 1899), when, ss Colonel P 

tes e were about 1,000 men present, bs c é 
ate nan Scheer saten that tio atrongth of che brigade was about 1,000 menor its 

inal strength. 
eRe Saat Laecip in nvurecas none Of deiasibenra aye bani wav aleen es AL 
hear frou) many sides that the impression made by the superior appearance and mancouyyings 
power of the brigade has bern considerable. ‘They ulso possessed the only artillery which 
can he described as anything like efficient, 
can be described us anything ae ie 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC 


Tnclosure in No. 11. 


Captain Scinsidler to Mr. Spring-Rice, 


in, Toran, December 5, 1000, 

” L HAVE the ‘honour to inform you that yestorday 1 attended w review of the Persian 
eSSia arrlby MeN LGM gah oa Us Sune Mut The troops were drawn 
up to recive Us Majesty the Shab in a large tollow square, ting the, walls of the 
Mividan, His Majesty entered the Maidan at the south-eastern gate, and drove roun 
(ic Maidan accompanied by the Sipah Salar, the Sadr Azam, and a large and 
miscellaneous crowd of mounted domestics, who dil not add to’ the dignity of the 

sion, i 

PowT did not see any of the Corps Diplomatique present. I met my ‘Turkish 
colleague in plain clothes, he gave his reason for uot attending. the review, telling me 
that he had not been invited offically to attend. ‘There were a few European spectators 
in the new Cossack barracks, and the public were exeluder, 
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Owing to the courtesy of General Kossakovski, who sent an officer, Captain Fidaroff 
to accompany'me, T was able to closely inspect the Cossack brigade before'the arrival ef 
the Shab, ‘The officers were very well turned out, and well mounted, and the men 
presented an extremely good app: though the groomiag of the horses and 
the condition of the artillery barness leave a great desl to be desired from our point 
of view, 

From personal observation and from figures. given me by Generals Kossuko 
Malletta and Wagnes, the following is approsimately the streng 
parade 


i, 
of the troops on 
Consek Brigade 

batteries aren 

‘nounted 

1 batation 

1 regiment, 4 squitroos, 

4 aquadenas Conacks of th 

Total, about 1,600, 


in trope 
tatters of muzaleclondng bras gus, 4<Cepr, 
ith sll eaten rs 


‘The Persian portion of the troops were better clad and shod than on ordinary 
‘oceasions, but it is the custom of the commanders of ents to issue boots, clothes, 
ic, andl toke them into store again after the Shab hus had his review. ‘he Posing 
autilory, with their fantastic searlet uniform, white lambskin head dress, and blue plome 
presented » curiously grotesque spectacle, ‘The guns are drowwed by hires, whieh 
on other occasions cinployed in taking the ladies of the Shah's Anderoon 
exercise, as was shown by the numl if them which had their ta 
crimson, the royal colour, ‘The inountiin battery consisted of four 
which Were dragged by a mule, and was most unserviceable to lock a 

Vis Majesty the Shah had arranged to arrive ut noon, but it was halfpast one 
befor his euvingo entered the Madan, Aer His Mujesty had driven round the square 
anil inspeoted his troops, he went 10 x ** Bala-kbanch decorated with crimson ehttry 
Sloth and a few carpets, aud seated on a chair witnessed the march past of army. 
he infantry lead the way, being played past the saluting point by the massed bene oF 
the various regiments on parade, they were followed by the artillery, who sbambier past 
At half trot, af canter, in sections; the last of the Persian troops to puss the bace ere 
the irregular cavalry 00 strong, armed with nothing but a rifle, and mounted on 
very rough but serviceable horses, the men are mostly Kurs and Aderbayjanis, Under 
Hood Teating and with European vficers they would ba very useful reziment, at present 
they are without any drill or instruction whatever. 

The Cossack brigade marcha past lst thelr infantry headed by a very good. band, 
the foot Cossacks of the guard leading, ‘The men matched well and in stop distenns 
Nere badly kept, however, ‘The cavalry wore supposed to trot past, but inost. of she 
Aqualroue were at a hand canter, ‘The artillery galloped past by half batteries which wie 
dong at 4 good pace, but the Persian, if a good individual rider, has little iden of rains 
cavitation, he last bulf buttery hat! an accident in passing the base, the near wheeler oe 
He ansie gun falling, but the driver was uninjured and the horse got on his’ legs ia 
very short time. 

an, compaizon sith the rest of the army: the Cossack brigude presented a very good 
qPecaranee, and Lam informed that His Majesty expressed. his pleasure. to. Gereeal 

ossukovski at their steadiness, 


At the end of the review the troops cheered His Majesty, who quitted the Maidane 
ieMashk at about 3°15 pat, 


on stnall 


C, SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
‘Military Attache, 
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No. 12. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Laxsdowne—(Received January 7, 1901.) 


‘ Sommereial. ential 
Rimi ete Teliran, December 11, 1900. 
~~ WITH reference to Lord Salishury’s despateh No. 28, Commercial, on the subject 
of the road tax, T have the honour fo inform your Lordship that I have consulted my 
German, American, and French colleagues on the subject. 

‘The latter expressed the opinion that the Goyeraments eoncemed should not 
consent to the imposition of such a tax without receiving adequate guarantees against 
is nea; It he sald he JH ot think hk Goremment woul in any ene take 
action without a previous understanding with Russia, in which ease, he added, he di 

ate that much consideration would be paid to the interests of France 

My German colleague said his Government was not direetly interested, as German 

a ly in the hands of English and Armenian Brerory but eat he 

ssonally considered that if this tax was levied on mules and not on merchandize, 
yee Me load intespeotive of tho eoutents, and if it was only levied on 
goods on leaving the town when th rst imported, there would he no special 
g ‘ing the question, , ; 

My American colle denies the right of the Persian Government to 
30 | clined not to object, as a differontial treatment of 
n his opinion, highly undesirable, and likely to lead 


1 in due course from the Persian 
wnment when M, Ni approved by the Shah, Ab present 
this is not the ease a 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIOE 





No. 18. 
Tudia Office to Foreign Office (Received January 11.) 


THE Und 
Secretary of 


Political Resident, Ader: 
Frenehinan to Shaikh Si 


India Ofice, January W, 1901, 


Inclosure in No, 13, 
Assistant Resident, Perim, to First Asvistant Resident, Aden. 


Sir, Perim, Decenaber 15, 1900. 

1 HAVE the honour to report as follows, for the information of the Resident 

2, Before leaving Aden for Perim in October 1899, F was shown. some Confitlent 
papers by the First Assistant Resident, wherein a Frenel trading rt, asserted that the 
had bought some ground et Shaikh Said, on the Arabian coast, opposite Perin 
Tocal Stiikh some years ayo. ihe A 

3 At3 aot, on the 14th instant a small boat, ealled the “Bingen,” anchored just 
off Ras Shaikh Said. At 8 s.at,on the same day this boat lew the French ag ‘and 
Tanded a M. te Roux on the Arabian coast. ‘Phe ‘Turkish Commandant, accompanied by 
some soldiers, met ML Je Roux on his landing, and asked him whit he wanted, He 
replied that he wished permission to walk about. ‘The Commandant said this could not 
begranted. Mle Roux then claimed a right to do as he wished, as the land had beeu 
sold toa French firm sonic tine ago by one AliThubit, the local Sheikh. M. le Roux 
produced a book as proof of his clainis. ‘The Commandant told M. le Roux that he 
Knew nothing about his claims or about Ali Thabit, and maintained that the ground as 

fae 
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‘Turkish, and absolutely refused to allow the Frenchman to proceed a step further than 
the sea-shore, Ho also demanded, and obtained, M. le Roux’ name and the name of 
nis vessel. ML. le Roux then took some photographs, and paid the Commandant some 
rupees, 15 apparently, for permission to do so. After about half-an-hour M. le Roux 
relumed to his vessel, and at 3 pat, weighed anchor, and, after coasting a few miles 
along the Arabian coast to the north of Shaikh Said, entered Perim Harbour at 
Spat. 

4. I met M. le Roux when he landed, and clicited the following facts from 
him :— 

He came from France to Jibuti on a Messageries Maritimes steamer a short 
time ago, and proceeded to Aden. In Aden he found the steam-ship “Bioger” 
Uuocoupied, and in her sade a tour to Berbera and Zeyla, which latter port he left 
on the 13th instant, He stated that his reason for going to Shai d was his 
hope of getting some shooting there. He left Perim at 5 A.M. this morning for Jibuti 
and wow proceeds to Addis Abbaba He admits that he has 
connection with. the . Mle Roux appears to be a man of 
distinetion, and it 5 at | nected with the French Forcign Office, for 
his card bears the following inscription : “Chargé de Missions des Ministires des Affaires 
Btrangdies.” 

5. The above report is based partly on M. le Roux’ own statement, and partly on 
information gathered for mo by an Arab named Mohammad Seyyid, a resident of Shaikh 
Said, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) H. HARRISON, 
Assistant Resident. 


Aden Residency, December 20, 1900. 
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Department, 
Thain Office, London. 


A copy of thiv letter bas been forwarded to the Government of Bombay. 
‘ON, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, 





No. 1. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January \1.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seerctary of State, copy of a telegram 
{rom the Vieeroy, dated the 10th January, regarding the fort at Ad Dareja, in Haushabi 
torr 


January 11, 1901. 


Tnclosure in No. 14, 


Government of India to Lord G, Hai 


(Telographie.) SFenuary 10, 1901, 
YOUR Lordship's telegram of Ist January. 


Fort at Ad Dareja seems to have been erected and occupied from beginning by 
Sheikh Mahomed Nasir; sev my telegrams of 14th March and 4th July. 
withdrawal reported in Aden Resident’ telegrain of 28rd May proved erroneou 

Your Lordship's telegram of 10th June was communicated to Bombay Govern 
went, but in view of your telegram of 19th June, they were given discetion to defer 


communicating it to Resident pending further report. We now await Resident's 
report. 





No. 14°, 
Consul Wratislaw to Mr. de Bunsen.—(Received at Foreign Office, January 14, 1901.) 


eee Bussorah, December 14, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 45 of the 28h November, T have the honour 
to report that Sadoun Pasha recontly surrendered {o Mahomet Pasha Daghestanti, but 
subsequently escaped from the latter and is still at large. : 

‘the Vali informs mo that Sadoun’s change of mind was duo to the (mistaken) 
impression that he was to be handed over to Ibn Reschid. Mohsin Pasha fuxther 
gave me to understand that Mahomet Bashe's operations were not boing conducted 
with intelligence or ability, and that had the matter been intrusted to himself instend 
of to tho Mushir at Bagdad, things would have gone very difforently, 

Trepliod that I had no doubt of this, in view of the great tact and ability: whieh 

had displayed throughout the disput Hetwoen Thu Reschid and 


tled this quavvel, but that he had 
a plan for preventing the recurrence of ‘suc which would, however, need 
time for its execution. ‘The Arab Sheikhs in this region required a tight: hand over 
them, and hie was the man to hold them in, : 
Texpressed my concurrence with his Exeelleney’s opinions, and pointed out the 
danger which would arise if the forcign, particularly Russian, Consuls, who, aecording 
“port, were soon to be sent to the Gulf, fount so promising an arena for their 
sss at present existed, 
Mohsin replied tat lie was not afraid of the Russians, he ‘Turks had nearly 
ateu them in the last war, and would have done so quite had it not been for wross 
zemuent. 
T ansiwereit that this was universally acknowledged, bnt that all the same it would 
be necessary to watch these gentlemen carefully. Great Britain, I added, 
‘lesigns whatever in these quarters, and wanted nothing better 
fintain the stove quo. But we lind vested interests in the Persian Gulf, which 
d policed for a eviitury, and we could not allow other Powers to gain a footing 
there, 
T have, We, f 
(Signed) A. G. WRATISLAW. 








at 


No. 15. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Reeeived January 14.) 


(So. 5. Commercial. Confidential.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, January 7, 1901. 
WITH reference to the Marquess of Salisbury's despatch No, 213, Confident 
of the 26th September last, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
herewith copies of an interesting Memorandum and of a despatch which have, been 
addressed to we by Mr. Consul-General Michell, on the subject of Russian projects in the 
Persian Gulf and efforts to be made for the encouragement of commercial intercourse 
Petween Russia and the South of Persia, including the establishment of a Consulate at 

Bushire and of a steat-ship service between Odessa and Bunder Abbas. 
1 have further the honour to forward information on the same subject which has been 
supplied to me by Mr, Henry Cooke, British Commercial Agent in Russia, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES §, SCOTT. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 15. 


Memorandum, 
(Confidential) 

IN connection with rumoured Russian projects in the Persian Gulf the following: 
information, which emanates from a trustworthy souree, bas recently reached me. 

By the order of the Grand Duke Alexander Mikhailoviteh, a certain M.S 
who is on the staff of the * Novoe Vremia’” newspaper, and whose contributions to that 

atriotic ond anti-British Russian organ generally appear under the name of # Sizina, 

patehed in the course of lust summer to the ports of the Persian Gulf for the 
special purpose of studying the trade at those ports. Syromiatnikoff, on returning to 
St. Petersburgh, drew up. a circumstantial Report on the results of his mission for the 
consideration of M. de Witte, and the following is a summary of such Report, 

A considerable trade in Russian products could be condiicted at the southern ports of 
Persia, especially in sugar in small Loaves (12 inches high and 5 inehes at the base), the only 

zar how imported thore being French, but which is of bad quality and of high price 
there would also be good market for Kerosene in cases, cotton and woollen goods, geain, 
ic. ‘Trade in these articles could, however, in M. Syromiatnikoll’s opin 
to the establish ating lav steamers subsidized by the 
Russian Government, such subsidy. bei sary in view of the existing strong competie 
tion on the part of foreign Steam-ship Companies, especially English. 

Return canoes could consist of rice, the rate of duty on which, under the Russian 
Customs Tariff, should be reduced, also of dates, &e. 

M, Syromiataikoif is further of opinion that it is very desirable to plant a Russian 
bank at one of the ports of the Persian Gulf; also a Consulate and Vice-Consulate, pro- 
tected by a strong guard of Cossacks. Moreover, he recommends the constant presence of 

least one Russian vessel of war in the Persian Gulf and likewise the establishment of 
coal depot at Bushire, and another at Bussorah, seeing that coal is obtainable there only 
with didiculty, and is of bad quality. 

‘The information embodied in Syromiatnikoit's Report was partly derived from the 
fepresentatives of Messrs, Hose and Co,, and partly from the British Consul-General at 
Bushire, but the comme ained at the Iaiter source is not considered by the 
Department of ‘Trade to be very trustworthy, and should, therefore, be accepted with great 


hat the eustom-houses at the ports of the Persian Gulf 
ily all the trate at Bushire and Bussorali is monopolized 


in Belgian ti 
by a Greek called Guri. 
Having taken cognizance of Syromiatnikoff’s Report the Minister of Finance appointed 
4 Special Commission, to be presided over by M. Kovalevsky, his adjoint, to consider the 
whole question of trade at the ports of the Persian Gulf and of the desirability of 
establishing a Russian line of steamers for plying to those ports. 
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‘The Commission met. on the 11th December last and was constituted as follows :-— 

M. Kovalevsky, Chairman. 

M. Konk ch, Director of the Commercial Marine Section of the Ministry of 
Finance, 

M. Veselago, Assistant of the above. 

M. Kavaitsin, Chief of the Second Section ping. 

Major-General Demianovitcl, representing the Minister of War. 

Captain Biriloff, representing the Minister of Mari 

M, Jevanoff, representing the Black Sea Navigation Com 

M. Naidenoff, representing the Moscow Counmitees 

M. Prozoroff, representing the St. Peters! Exchange Committee. 

M, Feldmann, representing the Odessa E: 

Inte of the I 
Koff. 

‘Phe deliberations of th 

1. That « reqular line of ws be established ing to the. ports 
Persian Gulf, and that they be subsidized at the rate of bles per mile, with two 
monthly snilings from Odessa; that their destination be Bushire and Bussorali; that the 
Russian Black Sea Navigation Company be charged with the mainte 
steam-ships, and that the Company be bound to estat 
Bussorab, 

2, ‘That as vice forms the chief of export from Pers 

n into Russia should be fixed at the rates as under > 

On dressed rice, instead of 1°05 roubles, as at present, dut 

Kopecks per poud. On rice in husk, instead of 60 kopecks as at present, duty be 

levied ot 30 kopecks per poud, Broken tice for manufacturing starch in Russia to be 
ted duty free. 

hat’ a Russian Commercial Bank Consulate be established at 

and a Vice-Consulate at Bussorah, ‘Phat the Minister of War be requested to 

in, connection with these Consular estublishments, a bodyguard at these 

nd the Minister of Marine to station a vessel of war in Persian waters for regular 

. hat the recommendations of the Commission be, subject to the approval of the 

inister of Finunee, mitted to the Council of the Ewpire for confirmation in 1901 at 
furthest, 

T would add that M. ‘Tatischetf, agent for the Ministry of Finance in London, 
just been called on by the Section’ of Marine Navigation of the Department of Trade 
and Industry to furnish a detailed Report on the lines of British steamers engaged in the 
carriage of goods to the ports in the Persion Gulf, the nature andl extent of the trade, 
rates of fivights, &e, 

ned) JOHN MICHELL. 
St. Petersburgh, January 3, 1901. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 15, 
Consul-General Michell to Sir ©, Seott, 


St. Petersburgh, January 3, 1901, 
WITH referonee to my Memorandum of this day oa Russian projects in the P 
Gulf, T have the honour to iniorm your Hxcelleniey that Mr. Acting Consul Grov 
Moscow, lias, with reference Lo that subject, reposted to me that from au authoritative 
Russion source he has been infiwaved a Yellows s— 
1. & Russian Consul will he appointed in January to Bushire, 
2, Stcam-ship connections will be establisfted between Odessa and Bunder Abbas on 
ian Gulf in the curly spring, 
neveial intercourse between Russian firms and the South of Persia will bo 
J by the Russian Governinen 
Report confirms ix its main features the information communicated in 
my Memorandum above relerreii to, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) JOHN MICHELL, 


W 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 15. 


Memorandum by Mr. H, Cooke respecting New Tariffs and Freights for encouragement of 
Russian Commercial Intercourse with Persian Ports. 


THE Russian Trading and Steam-ship Company has raised the question of through 
tarifs from all stations ‘of the Russian railways taking: part in the Agreement of the 
southern marine through esport route to the chief ports of Southern Persia vid the principal 
Russian Black Sea ports and the Suez Canal. Direct, communications (rom and to 
Russian railway stations and ports to and from Northern Persia (Astrabad, Chikishmer, 
Lenkoran, Enzeli, and Meshedesser) tiave long becu carried on vik the Volga and the 
Caspian. “The above-named Company proposes, with the application of reduced through 
tariffs, to develop the export of certain goods to the Southern Persian ports. ‘The new 
tariff applies to the following goods :— 

Dried fruits and colonial goods. &c., lace and galloon goods, wood goods, iron goods, 
building material of wood, manufactured goods, copper, sugar (refined and sand), candles, 
glass, crystai, and porcelain goods, 

The reduction of freight by Russian rails for some of these goods amounts to 
50 per cent, 


(From the “ Oficial Commercial and Tadustrial Gazette" of December 17 (80), 1900.) 


‘The Ministry of Finance deeming the present time specially suitable for arranging 
and developing direct trading intercourse between Russia and Southern Persia, has 
proposed to the meting of the Representatives of the southern marine through toute 
fo at once establish reduced tariffs for cargoes dispatched from the commercial and 
industrial centres of Russia to the Southern Persian ports, and to as speedily us possible 
arrange runs in that direction. 
The sea freight trom Odessa of goods dispatched from St, Petersburgh, Moscow, 
Kharkoff, Ww ty vid Odessa to the Southern 
Persian ports of Bunder Abba: i et, and Pendjar (the “Oficial Com 
and Industrial Gazette” gives the names in this connection us follows: Bastah 
(Turkish), Bender Bushir, Linge, and Bender Abbas) will be as follows per pou 
Kopecks. 
Manufactured goats 2 
Sagar 
Otte goon 


‘The railway freights fron the above-mentioned Russian stations to Odessa wil 
from the 16th to the 20th December, 100 


For wood oods «Av pet lowest tariff for the interior. 
sugar : LAS per export arith to Odessa, 
For manutsctured goods + By tall oF through route to the Far Bast, 
‘ely reduces 80 por cea, 


At the same time, the Russian Trading and Steani-ship Company has decided to equip 
the steamer “Lavareif" for an experimental ran tiom Odessa to the Southern Persian 
ports, to start early in January 1901, 


(From * Exchange Gazette” of December 15 (28), 1900, and other papers publishing 
the same.) 


From the Ist (14th) November, 1900, reduced tariffs have been determined for refined 
and sand sugar dispatched from all stations of the Russian railwoys. vidi Petrovsk- 
Baladjar to Baku for further export to Persi 


1-144 vents + At the rate of 1°14 kopeck per youl per vera, 
MS-te2 seus ST To the freight for LL4 erat (8 kopeeks por pou) 
auld 122 kopeeks per pout and verst 
++ To the freight for 782 tersts (97 kopeeks per poud) 
ald 1°100 kopecks per youd and vert 
[aea3] F 


Above 782 versts 





1s 


Exporters have among other formalities to present certificates showing that the goods 
have been in fact exported abroad to Persia within six months of the arrival of the goods at 
Baku, and on presentation of these certificates, the difference between the usual tariff and 
the above reduced export tariff will be refunded, 


(From the “ Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of December 16 (29), 1900.) 


36 lbs (about). 
4 mile (about). 


In connection with the export to Persia, it may be added that the increased 
drawback on Russian eotton tissues coming into force on the loth (28th) December 
list is leading to renewed activity in the export of these goods to Central Asian and 
Persian markets, 
(Signed) HENRY COOKE. 
January 3, 1901, 





No. 1b. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 16.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
letter from the Foreign Sceretary to the Government of India of the 27th December, 1900, 
ow the subject of the usurpation by Abdul Azizbin-Humaid of the Chietship of 


Ajman, 
India Office, January V5, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 16. 
Lietenant-Colonel Kemball lo Government of India. 


Bushire, November 19, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence enuling with my 
letter, dated the 21th August last, on the subject of the usurpation by Abdul Azizsbi 
Mumaid of the Chielship of Ajman, and to report that I have now received a letter from 
Abdul Aziz, a copy of which is forwarded herewith. 

2. From a reference to the records of this Residency, I find that it has not. been 
usual for a ‘rucial Chief, on his uecession, to sign the various Agreements which exist 
hetween the Trucial Chiefs and the British Government, it being considered that each 
Chief is necessarily bound b nts in foree at the time of his succession, 1 
find, however, that in 1822 Colonel Talbot, then Resident in the Persian Gulf, took an 
opportunity of forwarding to the Chiet of Ajman, Sheikh Hamed-bin-Rashid, the prede= 
cessor of the present Chief, Sheikh Abdul Aziz, copies of the existing Agreements, bis 
object being that the Chief might make himself acquainted with the nature of these 
Agreements, Tt was apparently on this necount that the Residency Agent at. Shargah 
showed the new Chiels copies of the existing ‘Treaties, although there seems to have 
Hyeen no necessity whatever for the Chief to have allixed iis siguature to them; and it 
further appears that there are other Agreements in force to whieh he hus not so alfixed 
his signature. I have addressed the Residency Agent, asking for further iaformation 
on this point, and on receipt of his reply 1 will take such action as may appear 
advisable, 2 

8. A copy of my reply to the Chief is forwarded for your information, Thave also 
informed the Residency Agent that, on the accession of any new Chief, there is no 


15 
India Office to Foreign: Office (Received January 16.) 


Sir, Office, January 19, 1901, 
SINCE my lotter, dated the 18th I 9 sritte »mtinieation 
dated the 12th December, inclosing two furt i er 
tho subjeet of Tai revision fn Resin, seen eonared Uy the Seeratary of Stale 
in Council. 
jew of Mr the charactor, and 
the objects of the i ‘udvise complete 
1 to this impost on the part of Her Majesty's Gov The general 
riguments against the levy of transit. duties hold good, But, f the vahdaxi 
is kept as low as the Tate named by Mr invespective of tho character of 
the goods, if the tax is levied once only at the gress, anil not at any-o 
of the journey ; and if all other internal taxes 0 aibolistied, then his Lordship 
s the British Gove i iesee in. tho retention of the “rwhdari” tax, 
provided no Tariff distinction is, directly or indirectly, drawn between British and 
other goods, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) A, GODLE 
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necessity for the Agreements to be signed by him, such Agreements being considered to 
be necessarily binding on the successor. There is no objection to the Agreements being 
shown to each Chief on his accession, so that he may be fully aware of what is required 
of him, I trust that my action will meet with the approval of the Government of 
India, 





Inclosure 2 in No, 16. 





Abdul Aziz-bia-Humaid, Chief of Ajman, to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Pranslation.) 
One compliments.) 10th Jamadi-ul-Akher, 1318 (October 5, 1900). 

1 HAVE thought it necessary to hereby inform you that, being pressed by circum- 
stances, and in order to avert the oppression practised by my nephew on my people who 
were under his jurisdiction in Ajman, and in consequence of his having totally suspended 
my allowances from the date of his assumption of the Chiefship of Ajman, owing to 
which I was, for a period of ten years, thrown at the merey of the world, year after year, 
thinking that he would take my case into his fayourable consideration, but, on the 
contrary, he evinced stronger and stronger enmity towards me, the force of circumstances 
compelled me to make an invasion on my country, Ajman, By Divine decree, the end 
of his life happened to coincide with my invasion, and I assumed charge of my 
country and people. ‘The man-of-war, with your Assistant, arrived here, but as I 
was rather indisposed at the time, I could not go to meet him on board, and requested 
him to land in the place which I know belongs to the Government; but your Assistant 
did not grant my request. You may, perhaps, have felt annoyed with him on this 
account, 

Your Agent, Abdul Latif-bin-Abdur Rahman, showed me the copies of the Agree- 
ments existing between all the Trucial Chiefs of Oman and the British Government, 
and | thought it advisable to put myself on the list of the Trucial Chiefs. I have 
accordingly affixed my signature and seal to the three Agreements, and I hope you will 
be pleased to ratify them and pardon me for any of my actions which may have been 
opposed to your views. I hold myself at your service, and trust that you will keep me in 
your wood graces, since I consider myself as one of your dependents, and shall carry out 
anything the Agent may require of me, 





























Inclosure 3 in No. 16. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to the Chief of Ajman, 


(After compliments.) Bushire, November 19, 1900. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
5th October lust, in which you inform me of your accession to the Chiefship of 
Ajman, 
Lam also pleased to learn that you intend to abide by the Agreements which exist 
between the Trucial Chiefs and the British Government. 





Tnelosure 4 in No. 16, 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Sir, December 26, 1900. 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th November last, 
with inclosures, regarding the affairs of the Chiefship of Ajman. 

Your action in the matter is approved. 

The Government of India indorse the view that the various engagements which 
have been executed by individual Trucial Chiefs, ave necessarily binding on their succes- 
sors; but it is certainly desirable to secure that each such successor is clearly acquainted 
with the provisions of the Agreements. 














T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T, C, EDWARDS, 
ting Under-Secretury (0 Government of India. 





Ofte 
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No. 17. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received 1a Ue. 
(enna) ly ign Office. —(Received January 11.) 
Sir, ets F 3 Admiralty, January 15, 1901. 
a yeforenee to previous correspondence relative to the reported’ German 
coaling station in the Farsan group of islands, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will state to the Marquess of 
Jansdowno that the Conmandr-inchiet on the Mediterranean Station hus taquired 
yh is desirable that these islands should be visited by one of Her Majesty’ 
ships, in the ordinary couse of a cruise rine an a ee 
stung? BY Lents ate desirous of obtaining hydrographical information about these 
Heands they are disposed to agree to Six Joh she's suggestion, and they would 
Aherefore be glad to be Snformes whether Lord Lansdowne sees any objection tothe 
Tam to add that Hor Majesty's ship “Scout” 
months’ ernise in the Red Sea, and the visit would he p 
Tam, Se. 
(Signed) ‘AN MACGREGOR, 





No, 18, 


na ‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(Telegraphio) 2. 1 
AVE informed Admiralty: 
that Hor Majesty's ship * | onl oes 
in Red Sea, should in the arscins Isla 
Hydrographical intor tae 


 eruise 





No. 19. 


Foreign Office to Admi 

(nti oreign Office to Admiraly, 
is i 
; ee Foreign Office, January V7, 1901. 

T HAVE Inid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your ial letter of 

Hoa istant nd an vet TMG Nes Ca Pale Ga Ieee 

‘objection to Her Majesty’s ship “Sco ‘siti 1 dete Hee 

fof lick bro MWe brakes tha Teel Boas [secs ales cag 
Tam, & 

(Signed) Il. SANDERSON, 





No. 20. 
India Office to Koveign Office.—(Received January 18,) 


Sir, i 

1 ARE divested to forvand, for the Information of the Moe 
copy of felegram, dated the Oth instant 
murderous attack committed upon some relatives of the Sheikh of Balutin in territory 
on tTe, Mill De ememlired that in 1895 Sir P. Currie presented to the Sublime Porte, 
on the 12th August, 1S0D, t noe rebate, which formally slated that er Majesty's 
Government did nol recognize Turkish jusisietion on the El Kate coast, and asserted 
thelr protection over the Island of Balirein. It would seem that the place at whieh 
he allexed outmage occur is north EL Katy const, and within the limits 
practically recognized as in Turkish jucisdiction ; and there is at present no inform 
ion to show whether the attack w y way provoked hy the Babreinese party, 
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who wore altogether outside the territories of Babrein. Pending the receipt of the 
papers promised by Lord Curzon’s tolegram, the Secretary of State for India is unable 
Jo express any opinion on the question whether any action should be taken on behalf 
of the protected Island of Balirein by the British Government. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No, 20, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Secret:) 
(Telegraphic.) January 10, 1902. 
REMBALD reports that on the night of the 2nd December Babrein Sheikh's 
cousin, with son, nephew, and twenty-three others, when returning from hunting 
expedition, were Killed by men of Almurrah tribe at Alderya, near Dharan, about 
30 miles south of Kateef. Case appears to be one in which reparation by ‘Turkish 
Government must be insisted on, Only alternative would be independent action by 
Sheikh, which Kemball as properly dissuaded. Papers follow by mail. 





No, 21, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received January 19.) 


Admiralty, January 18, 1901. 
M com y % oners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the informat Secretary of mn Aifuirs, the inclosed copy of a 
from the Senior Naval Officer at Aden, relative to the 
Condor” in the Red Sea, 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) LVAN MACGREGOR, 


Inclosure in No. 21. 
Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to Admiralty. 


phic.) Auden, January 17, 1901. 
MAN ship “! Condor” sailed believe ; she will call at Kamaran Bay, Furisan 





No, 22. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received January 28.) 


4 India Office, January 22, 1901, 

WITH reference to your letter of the (ith Jane, 1900, on the subject of telegraphic 

ension in Persin, Lani directed by the Secretary of State for India to request: that 

inge, who is about to proceed to Tehran as Her Majesty's Minister to, the 

Court of Persia, may be instructed to press on the Government of His Majesty the Shab 

the early construction of the line of telegraph from Ispahan or Kashan to Kerman und 
thence to the Baluchistan frontier, 

2 The conditions on which the Indo-European Telegraph Department would 
co-operate in the construction and working of the line were mentioned in my letter of the 
‘22nd May, 

‘5, Lord George Ha:nilton hopes that the conditions on which assistance is tendered 
for the construction and working of the inlaud tine will commend themselves to the 
Persian Government, which will be xteatly benefited by this’ addition to their telegraphic 
system. 
seid, Should the Persian Governinent, however, prove unwilling to entertain favourably 
the proposuls which will be laid before them, Iam to add that Lord George Hamilton 

(2613) G 
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recommends that Her Majesty’s Minister may be authorized to intimate to the Shah’s 
Government, at such ti 


as he shall think fit, that Her Majesty's Government would 
Tot press the demand for compensation for the murder of Mr. Graves if it should appear 
that this cone:ssion was likely to facilitate the arrangements desires 

5. If the construction of this line should be delayed, other projects for improving the 

communication between India and Persia will to be considered, as the 

ables in the Arabian Sew and the Persian Gulf are urgently in need of renovation. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 





No. 23, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 24.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for rs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the ition of the S of State, copies of inclosures 


in Government of India ign Seeretar » dated the 27th December, 
regarding a Russian honour for the Governor of Bushire. 


India Office, January 23, 1901, 
ee 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 23, 


Hieutenant-Colonel C. A, Kemball to the Government of India. 
Sir, 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the informat 


copy of a despaich of the 7th instant, which [hi 
Olangé aAMaires at Chran, 


Bushire, December 7, 1900. 
tion of the Government of India, 
ave addressed to Her Majesty's 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL. 


——§$<$<—— es 


Inclosure 2 in No. 23. 


ieutenant-Colonel ©. A, Kemball to the Government of India. 


Sir, ‘: Bushire, December 7, 1900. 

1 ITAVE tho honowe to report, for your information, that his Excellency the 
Very Hogi, Governor of Bushire, hus recently conveyed to me a message, the nemee 
of which is that he has reccived a tolegram from his brotle izim-i-Durbar, 

n, to the effect: that, by the per is Tnyperial Majesty the 
he Cear of Russia has sent, through his Ministor, a Ruissian Onder of “Sareetac, 


Salad,” of the Pirst Class, for presentation to the Dery Begi, and that this decoration 
has been dispatched trom ‘Tehran to Bushire. 


Ilis Exeelleney took the opportunity of 


distinction was conferred on him as Wnter-move on the part of the Russian 


flovernment to the action of the British: Government in bestowing on him a ecalt 
Honour, but that ls (his Bxcelleney) was not at all pleased at the news, being firm in 
his friendship to the British Government, 


ing mo that he presumed that this 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL, 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 25.) 


Sir, India Office, January 24, 1901. 
“” WITIL reference to Lord Salisbury’s telegram No. 73 of the 25th Novemls 
(of which a copy was forwarded to this Office on the same date), respect 
rumoured intention of a Russian survey pariy to cross the Baluchistan frontier, 1 am 
directed by Lonl George Hamilton to forward a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy 
respecting the alleged movements. of M, Zaroudny and a companion in the direction 
‘ id Mekran, . 
ie na bots Marilee peonosy wit Tel Lansdowne’s concurrence, to approve 
the natruetions given by the Viceroy to Ms oflers in Haluchistan. 
am, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 24, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegeaphic.) January 16, 1901. 
SEE your telegram of 1st December, 1898, * . YH 
M. Zaroudny and 2 companion are reported to have again visited Seistan, and to 
intend to travel to Bampur and Mekran. I have instructed officers in Baluchistan that 
if M. Zarouduy erosses our border he should he required to retire, 





No. 25. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 25.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
eretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of the following 
documents regarding the alfairs of the tribal territory near Aden, 
Te is requested thet Tnclosuro’2, whichis sont in original, mdy We retumned when Jone 
with, 


India Office, January 25,1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25, 
Government of Bombay to Lord G. Hamilton, 


My Lond, Bombay Castle, December 28, 1900, 
EN continuation of one telegram, dated the 11th December last, on the subject of the 
alleged invasion of Turkish territory by the Abdali and Haushabi Sultans, we have the 
honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the accompanying copy of a letter, 
dated the Sth December’ ast, from the Political Resident, Aden, regarding the operations 
cl uunilertaken by the Sultan of Lalie} against certain refractory tribes of 
hi, and to hat copy of a {urther report and explanation which has been. 
called for trom the Politieal Resident will on receipt be forwarded to your Lor 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) NORTHCOTE. 
EC. K. OLLIVANT. 
s. MONTEATH, 





bys 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 25, 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


Aden Residency, December 8, 1900, 

IN continuation of my telegram of to-day’s date, I ats presuming that your questions 
refer’ to recent operations on the part of the Sultan of Lahej against certain refruetory 
tribes of the Subaihi, and these can have no conneetion with the invasion of Taizz 
territory, which lies far off in quite another direction, as may be seen by the map. 

2. Such being the case, in my first reply telegram to you T coull! not he quite cert 
that the matter had not somereference to the former complaint of the Turkish Ambassador 
about Jone last, 

But as to the Abdali Sultan’s recent movements in the Subaihi country T have 
not as yet any very accurate particulars beyond the fact that hie collected a large body of 
ii and neighbouring friendly tribesinen, leaving Lake} on the 20th November last, 
nd proceeding due west into the Yusufi country as far as Dar Salim Saleh, just beyond 
Al-Khudaimi, a long way from Turkish. tery There and in another place nearer 
home they had encounters with the Atitiis, Sumatis, Yusufis, and a collection. of 
sub-tribes, defeating them and taking hostages from among them. ‘There was a great 
deal of firing, but very few casualties on either side, and 1 understand that the ammunition 
of the opposite side gave out, which induced ther to come to terms with the Abilali, 
while many retired from the scene and became scattered. The fighting took place between 
the 28rd and 29th ultimo, 

I sent out the Aden troop so that I might get reliable jaforination as to what passed, 
and in obedience to my instructions Captain Talbot wod his men kept quite clear of and 
out of range of, all encounters, gathering information about the food and water supply of 
the district and the nature of the country, by which Tam nov enabled to eorreet tormer 
tabulated records in tay ollic 

4. As, however, Captain Talbot fell ill alter a few days, and his men remained wi 
him, his uecount of what took place between the Abdali’s men and the opposing tribesmen 
is necessarily incomplete, and L must avait a detaiied account of what bappened from the 


Sultan himself, to whom [have written to expedite a report thereon, and with which I 
‘vill acquaint you in due course, 
But of this Lam sure, that the recent operations can have no coi 


alleged invasion of Taiz territory. ‘The Sultan returned to Lube) at the beginning of this 
month, 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 25, 


Brigadtier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 
(Confidential) 

Sir, Aden Residency, December 29, 1900. 
WITH reference to your telegram of yesterday regar sport of the Turkish 
Ambussudor, and his continued protest against British intervention, it would appear that 
though you quote my letter to which you refer in the telegram as bearing date the Sth 
December, the correct date shoul! be the 9th December, 

2. Ii the ‘Turkish Ambassador's complaint has reference to the late expedition under- 
taken by the Abdali against some of the Subaihi, L have only fo state that that expedition 
did not even approach Turkish territory, or even territory that they baye ever occupied, and 
that, fur from being defeated, the Abiali reports distinet successes over the Subaibi, 

3. If, however, the Turkish Ambuessalos’s complaint has reference to the allegations 
made, by him, and referred to iu your telegran dated the 12th June last, 1 have to refer 
you to my telegram dated the 25th idem, On receiving your telegram of the 12th June, 
Usent out a trustworthy messenger to the scene, atid lic, on his return, reported that « 
Porkish subject, named Muhamad Nasar Mukbil, of Homar—the same person who built 
a fort in Haiushabi limits near Ad Darcja—had most unwarruntably attacked the Haushabi 
Sultan on his visit ty his village of Ad Darcja, but had been beaten off with some loss in 
wounded. Linclose a translation of my messenyer’s report. 

4. {twill be seen from the report that the fort in question las not yet been evacuated 
or destroyed, anid that though my telegram of the 23rd May last reported its evacuation, 
Yet such evacuation appours to have been only temporary, as the place is still held by the 
‘amen of Muhamad Nasar Makbil, of Homar, "s | 


2 


5 ii e Haushabi lies, denying any invasion 

5, On making inquiries from the Haushabi, that Chief replies, deny : 

of Turkish territory, and reiterates his complaint as to the building of the fort near Ad 

ea Tn the event of its being considered unadvisable to propose a Joint Commission of 

Inquiry into this matter, | woul venture to suggest that the Porte mizht: be approached 

ith the view of this fort being evacuated for the present, without prejudice to the claims 

pat forward on either side, until a convenient moment arrives tor settlement, a, the 

tibole question, The effect of the acosptance of such or a similar propose! by the Porte 

Would be to restore peace to thyse parts and prevent inconvenient questions and possible 
conflicts from arising. Pee nes ° 

x Signed! H. &, PENTON, Brigadier-General, 
Cee) Political Resident 


(Confidential.) Aden Residency, December 29, 1900. 
7. Copy of this letter has been sent to the India Office, 
‘ signe |. E, PENTON, Brigadier-General, 
(See) see Palitieal Resident 


Jemadar Musabaine’s Report. 


dan onG guide Nasir Zailat and a 
Saturday, the 16th instant, I took Arab guide Nassir Zallat an 
Me ath mes Paleo took four mes of the Abdali with me, and Tet Laie) on 
Sunday, and arrived at Ad Dareja on Tuesday following. en oneoe 
In’ the accompanying plan® I have shown the positions of Ad Dareja, the new fort 
made by N: akbil, and the place where the men of Muhamad Nusar 
sil attacked the Haushabis. : i 
sea uinidl ean AURAL 0 esi Haushabi was astir, and was coming 
towards Ad Dareja with a cannon, collected secretly about 2,000 men, and sent report: to 
the Turkish authorities at Taiza to the effect that the Haushabi was committing outrages 
in Turkish limits, : ‘ 
in Ta Mknown to the Hausbabi, the mien of Muhamad Nasar Mukbil weot from the fort 
to the hills to the novth of Ad Dargjy and entrenched themselves. When they were ready. 
y fired, and the Haushabis re 4 of wuns went on for three 0 
Santee Nasir Mukbil, and two of the Haushabis, were wounded 5 none 
cs interfered, anid a trace was proclaimed for four months 
22, on sont party of soldires, when they 
i ci ce rocliiniod, 80 the Commandant 
arrived at Navia it was reported to them that a truce was prochainied, 80 My 
ar the party kept his men at Mavio, and taking four soldiers with hin, caine to Ad Dareja 
to sce the locality. On arriving, aud being shown the plice of attack, the Commandant 
ot annoyed On Muhamad Nasar Mukbil, and abused hin seve the effect of wl Nich 
‘was that one-half of or of Haushabis who had one over to Mubanud Nasir 
Muli at once eae back under the protection of the Hausabi Sultan, aud the other ball 
said that they ows laud iu the neighbourhood of the new fort made by Muhanad, Nisan 
Mukbil, and until this fort is removed they dare not come to the Hnushabi, as Mubamud 
Tn Senet Naan Mak 000 thereabouts, and th 
Tn the engagement, Muhanad Nasur Mukbil had 2,000 mien, or thereabouts, and. th 
Hausiti about 300; about 100 of Amini joined the Haushabis latterly, whieh! bad the 
effect of soon ending the engagement. i ey 
Muhamad Nasar Mukbit induced the tribes Abl Kazan, Hadur AbI Wadt Fabian 
aha AbT Wat Zk, to a go over to the Turks, promis cht if hey dd so they will 
ie exempted for three years from the land tax. “Phese people own land in the vieinity of 
the new fort, and seeing the ‘Turks and Muhanad Nasae Mukbil's men. there, they agree 
to leave the protection of the Haushabi, and six mei to Taiz to be made 
Turkish subjects. 
ison tine before the above-described engagement, some men of the said Mubanad 
¢ (Haushabi) called Mebala, and killed one man and 
plundered lots of grait, - 
veOn inquiry 1 found that the Haushabi plundered nothi 


[ios 
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At Wadi Zick I found seven men of Muhamad Nazar Mukbil in the new fort ; as 
it was said that these people would not allow me, a Government servant, to approach the 
fort without first reporting the matter to their Chief, I did not go very near the fort. 

In my opinion, until the fort is removed there will be constant trouble. 

Before me, 
(Signed) M. RUSTOMJI, 


Acting Assistant Res 
Aden, June 23, 1900. é 


Sultan Mohsin-bin- Ali-Mani, the Haushabi, to Brigadier-General Penton. 


(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) [Undated ; received December 28, 1900.] 
WE are holders, adherents, allies, and under your andi the protection of the 
Great Government, and have often complained to you. We have now received a letter a 
day after the beginning of the month of Ramazan, in which you stated that we had 
invaded "Taiz tervitory.” We have never invaded nor done any ansgression upon any 
time, We inform you that Sheikh Muhamad Nazi i fortlet in our 
territory of Ad Dare) leprived us of our taxes and settled there. We 
therefore request you to send us, as early as possible, a representative un your behalf to 
ject the aforesaid. your reply as to the ejectment of the camps of 
Our territory is under ' protection, We would 
id ment is sure to take place between us 
» please send usa satisfactory reply. We did not fear any exept the 
‘Turks (behaviour) towards your Chief, We are protecting the poor and weak, Do ebac, 
ever you think regarding the reply. 





No. 26, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 26.) 


Sir, India Office, January 26, 1901, 
£ AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to nowledze receipt of Mr. Bertie's 


lottor of the 20th December, 1900, on the question of the 

Abdul Aziz and others, 
fn reply, Tam to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 17th Janua t. It will be observed that Captain Cox, 
is letter of fhe 29th Septembe 1900, referred to by the Vicoroy, writes that he 
Pu fo think that Abdul Aziz would quit Museat, if opportunity offercd, at any 

rate on leave. 

Lord George Hamilton has not overlooked the difficulties, stated in Sir A, 
Mardinge’s letter, that might arise if Abdul Ay Were permitted to retum to 
wzibar; but the point that seems to be raised by the V elesram is whether 
th any case he would not he less troublesome, at te pres time, at Zanzibar than in 
Museat; and Lord George Hamilton disposed to believe that this point is worth. 
consideration. If the Marquess of Lansdowne is inclined to adopt the Viceroy’s 
view, it might be expedient to instruct the British Resident at Zanzibar to use his 
influence with the Sultan to obtain an understanding that Abdul Aziz will not be 
prohibited from returning to Zanzibar, if it appears that | willing to do'so. His 


absence from Muscat, even if it be tempomry, would: probably. be advantageous to 
British interests at that place, 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLBY. 


remoyal from Museat of 


___ 





No, 288, 


Board of ‘Trade to Foreign Office —(Received January 28.) 


Sir, 
: Board of Trade, January 26, 1901. 
LAM directed hy the Boaed of Trade to icknowledie the receipt of your letter of th 
18th instant, forwardin copy of a letter from the India Office respecting the * rabdari 
tax i Persia = and in reply, 1 am to state th eoncur in Lord George Hatnilto 
Siow that Hie sty’ Government shoul raise no objection to the tax in question 
provided that no tinction is drawn, either direetly or i ‘wot between goods 0 
Badal Mia hone Ee 1 SORE Ce Sieh ce an et VS reaSeNa 
Fam, &e, 
(Signed) A. E. BATEMAN. 





Tnclosare in No. 26. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Zelegraphie. January 17, 1901. 

PLEASE see Cox's letter of 29th September, and Hardinge’s letter about 
Zanzibar refugees, inclosed in Berfie’s lotter to India Office of 20th December. 
Might not Sultan of Zanzibar be again approached to withdraw his opposition to 
return of Abdul Aziz? Latter would probably he less troublesome Zanzibar than 
at Muscat. 





No. 27. 


Sir N. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 28.) 
1. 2h) 
Tord Constantinople, January 22, 1901. 
IN connection with recent events at Koweit, I have the honour to report that 
the local papers announce that, in view of tho inadequate garrison of Nojd, in. the 
Vilayot of Bussorah, the Commandant of tho 6th Army Corps has been authorized to 
suitalions of infantry of 850 men each, a mountain battery, and a 


R. O'CONOR. 


No. 28, 


Y. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 28.) 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 22, 1901. 

T HTAVE the honour to report that the Russian Steam-ship Navigation Company: 
which is essentially a Government concern, has decided to run a regular line of 
steamers ftom Odessa to the Persian Gulf, an the first sailing is now announced for 


et appeared in the local papers, but a Notice of the 
intended sailing has boon put up outside the Company's oie here, 
Copy of thie Notice, showing at what ports the ship is fo touch, is inelosed here 
with, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No, 28, 
Notice. 


LE Vateau $Corniloff,” de Ia Compagnie Russe, partira le 1° Février, 1901, 
(Odessa pour Bassora, touchant les Gchelles suivante: 

Constantinople, Smyrne, Port-Said, Suez, Djeddah, Djibouti, Aden, Muscat, 
Djouka, Bonder-Aias, Lindjah, ct Rouchir. 


N 

*. The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 
7.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 29, 1901, 
THE Marquess of Salishury cominunicated to the Secretary of State for India a 

copy of Mr, Spring-Riee's despatch No. 33 of the 2nd May last, relative to the 


proposed construction of a telegraph line from Ispahan or Kashan' to Kerman, and 
Thence to the frontier of Baluchistan, 
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T transmit to y 
Office on the subje 
T have to instruct you to press the Persian Governm 
reper uben of the proposed telegraph lint 
‘The conditions on which the Indo-European Telegraph Dé 
the ‘on European ‘Telegraph Department would 
Ge-operato in the construction and working of t reteeated athe Totter from the 
india Office of the 22nd May last, a copy of which was transmitted to Mr, Spr 
Rice in Lord Salishury’s despatch No. 35 of the 12th June, ae a 
_,, His Majesty's Government hope that the 
Will commend themiselves to the Persian Go 
by the contemplated ation to hai to ie system. 5 
n the event, how overnment de i 
. crament declining to enter e 
Proposal, you nro authorized to sntimate to them, at such time as you tiny consides 
opportune, that His Majest ernment will not press their demand for compensa- 


tion for the murder of Mr, Graves, if this concessi ins 5 
pe ea a raves, if this concession will insure the carrying out of 


‘ou a copy of a letter which has now been received from the India 


nent to take carly steps for 


onditions on which assistance is offered 
went, who will be greatly benefited 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 30, 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received January 30,) 


Seer LE Under Seertay of te for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of State for Fo) fairs, and, by direction of Lord George Ham 
forwards herewith, for the inlormation of the Secretary of State, copy of on oe 


letter from the Government of Bombay, d regarding irs of 
3 of Bombay, da sth Ja a 
r hie ary, regarding: the affairs 


India Office, January 29, 1901. 
——————————— 
Tnelosure 1 in No, 80, 


Government of Bonbay to Lord G, Hnitton 
(enti rament of Bonibay to Lord G, Hamil 
y Lard, Bombay Castle, Jenvery 9 

hone ettinuation of our despatch dited the 2th December, 1900, ce have the 
Honour to transmit herewith eopy of letter addressed to the Secretary to the Government 
he eit: Foreign Department, of to-day's date, on the subject of the recent expedition of 
iM Sultan of Lahej inst the bai oundless allezation: th ok f 
Taig territory made by the Turkish Gove 3 es ae 
be. 


NORTHCOTE, 
E. OLLIVANT. 
ATH, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 


(Geutaaaten) Goverment of Bonibay ta Government of India. 


Sir, 

Se eey Bombiy Castle, January 9, 1901. 

i ltt auton es iy etd dated the 28th December, 1900, I meaner to 

forward herewith, for the information of the Government of India, copies of the whole 

crete oy has ta i place on te subject of thereeent peltion of the Sultra 
ie} agi e Subnibi and the \d lege 0 invasic f "Taiz tervitor 

Sade by the ta ech ea aud the groundless allegation ofthe invasion of Taiz tertory 


2 Tt will be seen that, while there has been no invasion of Turkish territory, the: 


“No, 23, 
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Governor in Council has been unable to accept as in any way satisfactory Brigadier- 
General Penton’s explanation of his action in sending the Aden troop to accompany the 
expedition, after receipt of the order to the controry contained in my telegram of the 13th 
November, 1900. 

3. With reference to your telegram of the 2nd January, 1901, [am to state that on 
the evacuation of the fort near Addareja by the ‘Turkish troops, it was immediately 
occupied by a ‘Turkish subject, Mahomed Nasir Mokbil, Shaik of Homar, and. the 
Political Resident did not consider it politic to advise the Haushabi Chief to eject him. 
‘The Governor in Council considers that the Turkish Government should be requested to 
arrange for the immediate evacuation of the fort by the Shaik of Homar, an undertaking 
being given, if necessary, that pending'a settlement of the dispute it will not be reoecupied 
by the Haushabi, 

4, fo save delay, a copy of this letter is being forwarded direct to the Secretary of 
State for India, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. 't. MORISON, 
Acting Secretary to Government, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 30. 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


Aiten, October 19, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that it has become necessary to take some action 
in regard to the plunderings and assaults upon travellers moving along the caravan route 
through the Subaihi country, 4 

‘The complaints had grown very frequent of late, and the Sultan of Lahe} had 

written in from time to time to say that they were not amenable to any threats or cautions 

1K, and that he hoped Government would assist him in restoring order amongst 

the offending tribes, who are principally the titi, Ruja’i, and Yusufi clins of the 
Subaihi, 

3. Ihave, accordingly, lately resolved to snpport him and have asked! him to collect 
his men and, n of Government, intend to present him with the following 
ammunition to effect his purpos 


12,000 rounds (Ma 
50 solid shot for 6-pr. R.B.L. 
100 friction tubes, 
300 cartridges filled for 6-pr. R.B.L, 


4. Ti order to impress the refractory tribes and as a moral support only to the 
Sultan, 1 have arranged that the Aden troop shall accompany hum, 

5, Tam persuaded that if only the Aden troop were to move about the country and 
be more in evidence, such punitive expeditions ua are necessitated from time to time 
‘would never occur. 

6. Ibis, therefore, my intention to see that instead of remaining all the year round 
in their lines, the troop is to move about the country and show themselves and see some: 

vf what is transpiring, acting as a constant clieck upon misbehaviour, as well asa 
means of conveying intelligence to this Residency on matters in which it may be so easily 
misled. 

7. Some pecuniary assistance should be given the Sultan, as the expense of 
collecting aud maint his tribesmen during the affair will be considerable, I there- 
fore recommend that 5,000 rupees Le granted to him for this purpose out out of the 
Darbar presents and entertainment allotments, 

8, Sanction is requested by telegram to avoid delay, as it is necessary that early steps 
be taken to be effectual. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 30. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) October 29, 1900. 

RESIDENT Aden reports that owing to frequent complaints of recent plunderings 
and assaults on caravan route through Subaihi country Sultan Lahe) proposes to proceed 
agninst reftactory tribes, Resident. proposes, firstly, to supply Sultan with ‘nccensary 
‘anmunition ; sccondly, to give pecuniary assistance to extent of 5,000 rupees from bis 
allotment for Darbar presents thirdly, to send the Aden troop to accompany Sultan os 
noral support only and not to attack tribes. Bombay Government see no objection to 
proposals and request sanction of Government of India, [Resident reports that early 
ep necessary to be eectual, “Adiressed to Foreign with Viceroy and repeated to 
iuila, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 30, 


Government of India to Government of Bombay. 
(Colegeaphi.) October 80, 1900. 
YOUR telegram 709-M. 
Sultan Lahe) shoul), tn opinion of Government of India, be required to maintain 
order in his country, and they would like to know the reason of his requiring the support 


proposed, Mutter must stand over until Vieeroy reaches Bombay. Addressed to 
Bombay Political, repeated to Simla, 


Thelosure 6 in No. 30. 
Government of Bombay to Brigadier-General Penton, 


o, October 30, 1900. 
YOUR letter No. 372, 

Government considers Sultan Lah} should be required maintain order in his country, 
and desire know reason of his requiring suppurt propos 


Inclosure 7 in No, 80, 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


(Pelographic.) November 1, 1900. 
YOUR telegram 80th October 
Itis necessary to support Sultan with money aud ammunition, otherwise his own 
revourees uot aulcent (0 operate agunst outlying Subaibl wbes.” Explanatory letter 
follows, 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 30. 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


Aden, November 8, 1900, 
IN reply to your telegram, dated the 80th October last, in which you ask the 
rensons for the Sultan of Labej requiting support in maintaining order, { have the honour 
now to again furnish you with the information required. 
2, Itscems scarcely necesury to point out ue noco the position of the Subaihi sub- 
tribes in relation to the Abdali Sultan, who has been given authority to maintai 
along the caravan route in that portion of our Protectorate, as in this Office letter dated 
the [4th August, 1808, all this was exhaustively dealt with ; see especially paragraph 14 
of the same, 
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3. As it happens, there seems now to be a disposition on the part of one of the 
refractory tribes to atone for various raids lately committed upon travellers, and in 
somie cases the Abdali Sultan reports that either plunder has been restored or compensation 


This attitude is doubtless due to the news having spread that the Abdali Sultan is 
collecting men with the consent of this Residency, which is prepared to see that he is 
enabled to restore order. a 

the tribes—the Atif, Rujai, and Yusuii—grown 
more aggressive would have been incumbent on me to have taken 
such action as 1 con 
sanctio ‘ 

6. ‘The Sultan of Lahej, though he governs a large tract, is not wealthy. His subjects 
are poor and widely scattered; it takes time to collect them ; and they must be paid by 

im and maintained all the time they are under arms, His resources are not sulficient to 
allow of this without encumbering himself for many years. 

When, therefore, anything on a la ile has to be undertaken, it is very desirable 
that we sliould assist him both pecuniarily and with presents of ammunition. The present 
oceasion is one on which such assistance should be given, and the Sultan appears to be 
thoroughly in earnest in his intention of restoring peace to the districts, and deserves to be 
encouraged. The tribes have not felt our poner for a considerable time, and it is quite 
time they should be made to do so, as they are giving a great deal of trouble on the 
caravan road, and are getting quite out of band, 

7. Of course, T shall discourage the Sultan from carrying out a larger programme than 
is necessury to obtain results, but, without a certain display of force, these tribes will eurely 
‘eontinue to miolest travellers. 

8. The last I heard from the Sultan is that he thinks of moving out on the 
10th instant oF thereabouts, 


Tnelosure 9 in No, 80, 
Government of Bombay to Brigadier-General Penton, 


(Wetegraphic,) November 18, 1900, 
YOUR letter of the 3rd November. 
Government cannot sanction grant of money or proposal that Aden troop should 
accompany Sultan Lah}, but are recommending to Government of India proposal that 
reasonable quantity of aumunition be granted to Sultan as in 1899. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 80. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) 
YOUR telegram of the 80th October, 
Further report received from Aden intimates that Tahej Sultan has collected men, and 
intends proceeding ogainst marauding tribes on 15th instant, 

Resident has been informed that Government cannot sanction geant of money or 
proposal that Aden troop should accompany Sultan, but Bombay Government recommend 
that present of reasonable quantity of ammunition be made as on similar occasion in 1899. 
(Fide your letter of the 20th February, 1599.) 


November 18, 190 


Tnclosure 11 in No, 80, 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraphie.) November 18, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of 13th, 


Vresent of reasonable quantity of ammunition may be made to Sultan Lahe} as 
reconiiensied, 


Adsressed Bombay, Political, and repeated Foreign, Simla, 





Tnclosure 12 in No. 30. 
Government of Bombay to Brigadier-General Penton. 


(Pelegraphic.) November 20, 1900. 
MY telegram of the 13th November. 
Government of India sanction present of reasonable quantity ammunition to Sultan 
Lahej. 
Please report how much given. 


Tuelosure 13 in No. 30. 


Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraphic.), December 8, 1900. 
‘FOUR iclegram of the 7th December 


Please state date of occurrence, 1 am making inquiries from Lahej. 


Tnclosure 14 in No. 30. 
Government of Bombay to Governor of Bombay. 


(telegrapit.) December 8, 1900. 
‘OUR tclogram of the 6th December. 

Resident at Aden asks that date of alleged invasion of Taiz may be ascertained. 
Please ask Secretary of State, 


Tnclosure 15 in No. 30, 


Government of Bombay to Brigadier-General Penton. 


(elegraphic) December 8, 1900. 
‘OUR telegram of the Sth Decomber. 


Secretary of State has been asked for date, Meanwhile reply as soon as_ possible 


whether any such occurrence took place recently. Dil you send troops to assist Latie) 
Sultan? 


Tnclosure 16 in No. 30, 
Government of Bombay to Brigadier-Generat Penton. 
(elographic.) December 11, 1900. 
OUR telegram of the Sth December. 
Please explain why, nothwithstanding my telegram of the 13th November, in reply 


to your letter of the drd November, route mareling of Aden troop was so arranged as to 
present appeurance of supporting Lahe) Sultan’s measures. 


Tnclosure 17 in No. 30. 
Government of Bombay to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic) November 11, 1900. 
‘OUR telegram to Governor of Bombay. 


Resident at Aden telegraphs 9th December: — 
* > . . 
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Tnelosure 18 in No. 80. 


Governor of Bombay to Government of Bombay, 

(reicecphi) December 11, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of the Sth December. } 
Follovsing telegram received from Secretary of State for India :— 


« Gecret:) 
Your telegrant of the 9th December. ‘ a gine 
“Torkish complaint, relates to alleged advance now in progress against. villages 
subject to Taiz by the Chief supported by foree sent from Aden,” 


Tnclosure 19 in No. 30, 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(elegraphic.) December 13, 1900, 
YOUR telegram of the 11th, Lahej. ‘ 
I presume that the Government of Bombay are replying direct to the Secretary of 
State's telegraphic inquiry which was addressed to them. Addressed Bombay Political, 
eated to Foreign, Calcutta. 


Tnelosure 20 in No. 80, 


Government of Bombay to Government of India, 


(felegraphic.) December Vy 1900. 
YOUR telegram No, 786. 
Direct reply lias been sent to Secretary of State, Repeated to Caleutta, 


Inclosure 21 in No. 30. 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


Aden, December 1G, 1900. 

WITH reference to your telegram dated the 11th instayt, asking me to explain wh 
the march of the Aden troop was made so us to give the idea that moral support 
afforded to the Sultan of Luhej in his lute expedition against certain sections of the 
Subsaihi, | have the honour to inform you that 1 have fully explained the circumstances by 
letter ta his Execllenoy vie Gove 


Inclosure 22 in No, 30. 
Government of Bonbay to Brigadier-General Penton. 


(elegraphie.) December 27, 1900. 
YOUR letter of the 16th December. 


Your letter to Governor marked Private of the 12th December must be treated as 
official, or further details be furnished officially, Wise whieh you prefe 
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Inclosure 23 in No. 30 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraphic.) December 28, 1900. 
‘TELEGRAM of yesterday. 
Please treat letter to the Governor of Bombay as official. 


Inclosure 24 in No. 30, 
Brigadier-General Penton to Governor of Bombay. 


Aden, December 12, 1900. 


The facts of the case are us follows = 

‘The substribes alou nrond have been giving a great ami 
lately und the Like} Sultan was very anxious to proceed against them, 1 
T encouraged him in this and said 1 would write to Government to ask to be 
allowed to assist him with money and morally by the presence of the Aden troop, ‘This I 
did and it was relused, 

J intimated this to the Sultan, who wrote and asked for an interview, which 
1 granted, At the interv d the position ke had been put in as 
follows:-— 

“Thave let all know that the Aden troop was to accompany me, and if it does not 
do 80 nov, T shall be put down us a liar by everybody. 

Of course, he had no right to have "given out’any such report regarding the Aden 
troop, but since Mr. Moncheyji, Acting Fourth Assistant Resident, teft Aden on leave, 
Thaye hid no assistant here who can speak Arabic, and T cannot say how the native 
clerk-interpreter, on whom T had to rely, translated what 1 told bi y alta 
Mud the Aden troop not gone out, Labie} would have had bitterly resented it and 
Mould doubtless have given us trouble instead of the assistance he bas always hitherto 
aitorded, 

‘Mhe ease, therefore, stood as follows :— 

Kither 1 must refuse any assistance whatever to Lahej and so pat him against 
us or I must send the troops out, thus Keeping in with Lahej, though acting contrary to 
your instructions, the responsibility of which must fall ov my’ shoulder 

T chose the latter and will bow my neck to whatever befalls, 1 y 
interests of Government, thinking it absolutely necessary, and as far as E know the result 
has been good. 

‘Tho troops bad strict orders to avotd all conflict with the inhubitants of the district, 
‘ind carrie out its orders strictly. 

‘Nhe ‘Turkish Government has no right to say anything, as Lahej kept well without 
tlieir borders, 

Tr was, F thought, very necessary to know exactly what was going on in that part of 
the country, and the opportunity was a good one for senting out to get information. 
Whe recent closing of the Guest House at Aden has been the cause of a great deal of 
discontent und is; Lhelieve, a good deal at the bottom of the recent outrages on the 
caravan route 

One result of wy sending out the Aden troop was to ascertain that all the tribes in 
that part of the country are fully armed with modera rifles, ether Martini, Snider, Gras, oF 
Ttemington, the two latter preponderating. 

‘Vhe closing of the Rest House at Aden has, 1 think, been done too thoroughly. ‘The 
scheme wus drawn np, and the authors left bofo sanctioned; consequently I 
‘ueted strictly in accordance with what saw on paper. Major Abud has now returned 
and assures me that the intention was not to cease all entertainments except to Sultans, 
jut to confine them to them and their chiel men only, and this whet I intend to do in 
future, 

‘The amounts to be distributed in presents and entertainments, &e., appeared to me 
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i t intend it down as a guide, 
he fixed also, but this, I hear, was not intended. ‘The sums were pu . 
wed sums might be transferred from entertoinments to presents so long as the total 
amiunt for both was not exceeded without sanction, Iam writing in officially about 
this, eae 5 
his. ssust the above explanation will satisfy your Excellency, Twas of opinion that 
under the circumstances no other course was open to me, 


Inclosure 25 in No. 30. 
Government of Bombay to Brigedier-General Penton. 


- January 4, 1901. 
WITH reference to correspondence ending with your telegram of the 28th December, 
1900, T am directed to state that the Governor in Council eanuot accept the explanation 
of your action in sending the Aden troop in direct contravention of the express 
Goverument, to accompany the Sultan of Labe} on an expedition against the Sub 
any Ne Govergor in Couneil considers that, if you believed the dispatch of the Aden 
troop to be absolutely necessary, it was. your duty either to have asked by telegram for w 
reconsideration of the order coinmanicatéd to you on the 13th November, 1900, or, if you 
believed that the n 6 urgent that there was nat time for such a reference, to lave 
ted to Government by telegram the fact that you had sent out the 
troop in contravention of the order which you had reecived, instead of waiting. till infor 
tiation of the fact reached Government accidentally some time afterwards from another 
source, 


Inclosure 26 in No. 80, 
Government of Boubay to Brigadier-General Penton, 


legraphie.) January 3, 1901. 

YOUR telegram 29th December. lat 

Tt was understood from your tele sth June that Turkish troops 
had evacuated Addareja Fort and 4 ses from Homar had occupied it, Your 
present telegram is inconsistent with this understanding... Please ascertain and report fully, 
Showing action taken on my telegram of 22nd June, 


Tnclosure 27 in No. 30. 
Brigadier-General Penton to Government of Bombay. 


(Tetearaphie.) January 4, 1901, 
YOUR tclegram of yesterday, : 
My toler <d May veporteil evacuation of fort near Addateja. Subsequently, 
on sending to inguite about ‘Turkish Ambassador's complaint communicated in your 
hiJimesit was aceertained that the fort had been reseeupied by Mahomed 
the Turkish Shaik of Homar, and this was reported in my telegram of 
25th June, ee 
My telegram of the 29th December simply repeated saine information, as the fort is 
c by the Turkish Shaik. No action was possible on your telegram of 22nd 
as the fort was ocoupied by th sh Shail and it was not politic to advise the 
bi to occupy it, as he could not have done so without fight. 
Please refer to letter No. 22, which should lve reached you to-day. 
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No. 31. 


ig-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 1.) 


(Welegraph P. Tehran, February 1, 1901. 

CONSUL-GENERAL at Meshed inquires if information can be obtained as to the 
identity of Zarouduy, a Russian zoologist, who is distributing arms to Beluchis in 
Seistan 





No. 32, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 
No.1) 


ty Lord, ‘Tehran, January 7, 1901. 

WHEH reference to your Lordship's telegram No, 61 of the ‘ith ultimo, on. the 
subject of claims, T have the houour to inform your Lordship that I have several times 
spoken in the sense indiented to the Atabeki Azam, and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 

By order of the Atabeki Azam two of the more pressing claims (that of 
Messrs, Sassoon, and that of Messrs, Lynch) have been paid, and I have the honour to 
inelose hicrewith drafts for the sums of 1,152, 195. for Messrs, Sassoon, and 114. 5s. 9d, 
for Messrs, Lynch and Company 

Whe sun paid on account-of Me ly 
and ig considerably less than tliat that Company. The Per 
never pays interest on deferred payments and it is impossible to induce them to change 
this rule. 

T should be reluctant to uyge the question again upon the Persian Government as 
Messrs, Sassoon, aecording to the Persian law have rendered themselves liable to a h 
fine by importing aminunition, and perhaps, should thy complain of the inadequacy 
the payment made by the Persian Government, they might be informed that their e 
will he pressed with those of others still pending. 

special axent will shortly be dispatched to Bushire to consider the whole question 
of claims with the co-operation of Her Majesty's Resident. 

In the meantime some progress is being’ made hy the Governor in the payment of 
avery necessary claim, that against the ‘Tungustain Chief for the murder of an employs 
of the telegraph; and it is to be hoped that thanks to the good relations of Colonel 
Kemball and the Governor, and the energetic action of the Intter, this claim will be 
settled, 

‘The most important of the remaining: claims are those arising from the Lingal 
hombardivent and ves? mu 

Ay for the former claim the Persian Government deny that they can he held 
responsible for acts necessitated by an armed insurrection. In rd to the Graves’ 
claim they categorically deny their liability, and maints by expenditure of money 
and lool they have shown their willingness to do all that fs ineumbent upon them under 
the Convention. 

‘Phose two claims had better perhaps be the subject of separate negotiations, ‘The 
iain claims might meanwhile be examined an eit and some payment eventually 
exacted 

With regard to the claims of the Bank, which are considerable, 1 have received a 
soloui promise that the most pressing, namely, that on account of a highway robbery in 
Khorasan will be settled at onco, Her Majesty's Legation is in communication with 
M, Rabino onthe subject and there is some! hope of a favourable settlement. These 
elaims will not he lost sight of, 

With regard to the question of the illegal bank notes nothing has been said on the 
subject lately, but it might form the subject of a serious communiention from 

‘A, Harilinge on his arrival here. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) SIL SPRING-RICE. 


* The Inia Ofiee have cecently expressed theie realness to vealve the Graves’ murder clin, if it would 
facia the settlement of the Persian Telegrapls extension. —R. P.M, 
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No. 33. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Murquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(So. 2. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Teliran, January 9, 1901. 

7 T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No. 80, Commercial, of the 29th October, relative to the revision of the Tariff clause of 
the Treaty of ‘Turcomantehai. 

Thave the honour to iiclose a Memorandum on the subject of the Trade of Great 
Britain, India, and Russia with Bersia for the year 1898, 

It/appears that the value of the trade between Russia and Persin has risen in the 
Jast ten years from 20,000,000 to 38,000,000 roubles, and that the value of imports 
from Persia has alsways exceeded considerably the value of the exports to Persi 

On the otter band the value of the trade with India has diminished from 
1,700,000 rapees in 1804-95 to 21,400,000 rupees in 1898-99, and the value of the 
extiorts to Persia have always exceeded that of the imports from Persia, ‘The direct 
trade between Great Britain and Persia has slightly deereased since 1804, ‘There is a 
large excess of exports to Persia, 

A comparis the statistics of the articles imported and exported show a 
great similarity between Russian and British trade, the market of Persia being very 
limited. 

With regard to the probable attitude of the Persian and Russian Governments 
towards the articles in which we are chiefly interested it is unlikely that rive or tea or 

Hh have all Become practically nocessarie in Persia will be hoavily burdened, 
is essential to the Persian carpet industry and will probably be treated favourably, 
[appears a matter of difficulty to distinguish between Russian and foreign cottons, and 
itis probable that these imports will all be treated alike, Besides cottons Russia is 
i trade of sugar and tea, and her exports of rice to Persin are 
valued at over 14,0001 With regard to opium’ there is 1 think every prospect of the 
Persian Government imposing a heavy export duty and as such a measure would be 
favowable to the Indian pr Lilo not propose, without further instructions, to 
wake any communication to the Persian Government on the subject especially as they 
desire to discourage the cultivation of opium for their awn reasons, 

J have epoken to M, Naus on several occasions on the subject of Tariff revision, 
He is himself free trader, and assures me that the revision of the ‘Tariff will be made 

revenue purposes only, that Persia will certai interests of Great 
Uritain, and that no elaborate aiscrimination is possible with the exist 

Ie i that stops will be take ise the ‘Tariff till other and more 
import d out, and there is no imme kelihood of this, 

Jn constusion { would venture to point out again that from all accounts which reach 
this. Leg: ish trade is holding its ground fairly well in Persia, and if our 

merce is dec! ly {o that of Russia tie reason is to be found in 
the cheapening of comuunications in the north aud in the Russian bounty system, 

Fs important than any Tarif! change is the opening up and sife-guarding of 
the reads between Ispahan and the se 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECI SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No. 33. 


Memorandum, 


COMPARING the export trade of Russia, India, and Great Britain to Persia for 
the year 1803, the following general foatures are apparent :— 
1, Trade of Great Britain direct (338,0001,). 


3° per cent, of the whole trade were manufactured articles (shiey cotto 
He sagenenae es 

$5 were fod-atulle (chilly spirits, tn and sug) 
Bersl iy mii, gst) 
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2. Trade of India in her own products with Persia (470,000!) 


Manufactured articles were 
Food-stuts 


++ 8 per cent of the whole, 
7M 
Raw gools 


3. Trade of India with Persia in articles of foreign produce (571,000L). 


Manuthotured articles were v2 
Foodstuff. fe : ra = a 
Raw goods é es Sys. 


++ 58 per cent. of the whole, 
28 


Among the manufactured goods the most important articles were : 


Cottons, foreign. 


Hardware, foreign 
Silk goods, Indian 
Gass foreign 
Wooliens, foreign 


Among the food substances the most 
(168,5001,). 


Of raw materials indigo (74,0001, was the most important. 

4, Trade of Russia with Persia, 

‘Tho total value of the export trade from Russia to Persia is given as 1,788,5001., 
of which food substances were 43-1 por cont.; raw and half-mannfactured goods, 
10°7 por cent., and manufactured goods, 45:2 pet cent, 

Among the food substances imported into Persia the most important were: 


‘which 620.0004, 
‘was bird) 

8,000 
Liqueurn, 


Among manufuetured goods the principal articles were : 


Cotton 


len 
Woollet: mamufueturon 
Ching 


It thos appears that the interest of Great Britain in the direct trade with Persia is 
mainly centred in cottons, metals, sugar, woollens, and tea; that the main articles of 
Dreh Indian trie are grain and pels, ehicly acy nagar tty indigo, cottons, glass, and 
hardware ; that Russia is largely interested in all the articles above enumerated (except 
indigo), with the addition of barley and wheaten flour, silkworm's eggs, naphtha, aud 
linen. 

It would not be possible to impose a heavy duty on any important article of trade 
imported into Persia trom Great Britain or India, except indigo, without also affecting 
Russian trade, uuless some technical difference between the goods were made the basis 
of an important Tariff diserimination, 

With regatd, however, to the export trade, Great Britain havea great interest in the 
exportation of opium from Persia, of which articles under 1,000/, worth is exported to 
Russia, 
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No. 34. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 4. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 9, 1901, 

” WITH reference to my despatch No. 41 of the 11th December last on the subject 
of road dues, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I have received infor- 
mation from Meshed and Tabreez to the effect that waggons driven by Russian subjects 
are not subject to the Rakdari, 

As it is impossible for British or Indian merchants to secure British subjects to 
transport their goods, this puts our traders at a serious disadvantage. 

‘The German Minister is of opinion that, if the facts are correctly reported, it will 

advisable for other nation. which have not their own transport to aequiesce in 

imposition of the Rahdari unless it is imposed on all goods alike, whatever be the 
means of conveyance. 

‘The matter will receive attention, and a further Report will be addressed to your 
Lordship on the subject. 

Thave, &¢. 
(Signed) CECIL A. SPRING-RICE, 





No. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 5. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 9, 1901. 

IN my despateh No. 3, Commercial, [had the honour of inclosing a Memorandum 
on the commercial relations of Russia and Persi 

In the year 1808 the value of vegctables and fruit exported from Persia into Russia, 

500,000, of fish 100,001, of tinber 30,0002, anu rive 340,0002 All thexe articles 
come from Mazanderan and Gilan, besides an increasing quantity of silk. 

Mr, Lindley, Third Sceretary at this Legation, has made several trips across the 
nountains into te northern provinces, and I have the honour to inclose an interesting 
and instructive Report which he has written on the subject. 

It isan important fact that, in spite of the enormous expenditure on the Resht= 
Kasvin road, the road which the caravans prefer is that on which there has been 
hardly any outlay, and which is merely repaired from time to time by the muleteers 
themselves, 

Ponti feet should be borne in mind by any one intending to open up ronds in South 
ers, 

It is also of great interest to note the progress that may easily be made in tho 
development of the northern provinces. As has heen already reported to your Lords! 
the question has been mooted of handing over these provinces to a fore 
ion as the guarantee of a new loan, ‘The security would appear to be fairly good if in 
the hands of a Power disposing of the necessiry military foree, It is particularly 
interesting to note, as roported by Mr. Lindley, that the inhabitanty do not appear to 
jave a fanatical prejudice against foreigners. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) CECI SPRING-RIOB, 


Inclosure in No. 35. 
Report by Mr. Lindley, 
IN view of the dislike shown by the Persian trader to the use of the new Russian 


road from Resht to Kasvin, on account of the high tolls levied upon it, considerable 


attention is being bestowed on the other trade routes from ‘Tehran to the shores of the 
Caspian, 





Of these the three most favoured by caravans are =— 

1. ‘That reaching the sen at Serechalis, at the mouth of the River Chalus, due north 
of ‘Tehran, passing by the villages of Scherastanek, Gethiser, and Valiabad, 

2, That debouching at Serinkala, 26 miles cast of Serechalus, and passing by the 
coal district of Germabdar and the village of Baladeh. 

3. That which, passing through Reneb, connects the capital with the important 
centres of Amol, Barfarush, and Meshed-i-Ser, lying still further to the east. 

‘OF these, the first two suffer from the disadvantage of being constantly closed 
during the winter months. ‘They both cross passes of an altitude of 8,000 feet or more, 
wwhere the snow provents all passage from the middle of November to the beginning of 
Api 

‘Phe roads present the usual characteristics of mountain highways in Persia, and 
compare unfavourably with the paths on. well-kept forest in Scotland. That passing by 
Scherastanck and Valiabad is in the best repair of the two, and still bears traces of con- 
sidernble care which was disposed on it in the time of Nasr-ed-Din Shah, who 
Constantly used this route in his yearly shooting expeditions. ‘The tradition of keeping 
it in some sort of order has not yet been lost, and there even exists a kind of parapet 
gurding the edge of the path where it descends some 2,000 fect in a continual zig-zag 
trelow Valiabad, 

Tn spito of the roughness and extreme gradients of these two ronds, they carry 
very heay tratiic during the summer months. Nearly all the charcoal and coal used i 
Tahran pisses over them on donkeys, a striking proof of how completely the Russian 
road has failed to, mect the requitements for the carriage of those articles whose price 
is dependent on the east of freight, Little else goes by these roads beyond the above- 
tnentioned fuel and such products of Mazanderan as rice and fruits, 

‘The villages of Sereelialus and Serinkala, to which these roads finally lead, are not 
supplied with any appliances of a port beyond one shed, where petroleum can be stored 
far distribution in the neighbourhood ; nor do any but occasional traders find it worth 
while to stop-— pnt in” is an expression which would surely raise a smile on the 

‘of any merchant enptain who was accustomed to, risk his eargo in the rowing-boats 
which alone can cross the surf beating on the shelterless shore of the Southern 
Caspian. 

Mitte third road, passing by Ronch, and dividing some 6 miles sonth of Amol into two 
Dianches, one going to the latter town and the sea nt Mahmudabad, and the other to 
Harfarush and Meshed-i-Ser, is far tho most important of the three. 

“Miowigh in even worse’ fepair than the to Grst mentioned, it has considerable 
natural advantages over thm, It is seldom blocked in winters some years, in fact, it is 
hat Mocked at all. ‘here ix but one pass—both the other roads have two—and that is 
jh compiratively lowand ensy one, ‘Throughout its course the gradients are much easier 
than those prevalent on the other roads. 

On the other hand, the rubble formation of the soil for 20 miles below Reneh 
snakes travelling danyserous in wet weather and when the: stows begin to melt, A good 
Tniny men and animals ate said ty be lost in the course of the year, and this can easily 
he Delieved by any one who has seen the racks and stones bounding over and falling 
tn the path during the first rains of autumn, The road,too, is slightly longer than the 
Other tho, and in summer the muleteers complain of the heat, which puts a stop to all 
except Uhtongh trafic, 

'M the present time more and more merchants prefer to export and import 
their goods vid this road and Meshed-iSer rather than pay the tolls Tevied on the 
Nussian road to Reshts and at the beginning of November the road sas erowded with 
caravans, 

Fourteen yeurs ago the project was formed by a rich and sanguine Persian mer- 

hhont, named Haji Mohammed Harsin, of eoustructing a railway line along this route 
from Mahnuilabad vid Amol and Rench to Tehran. ‘This would be shorter than a Tine 
from Meshed-i-Ser, and Mahmudabad was to supersede the latter town as the principal 
port of Notth-Bisten Persia. Extensive bushings in burnt brick were built at Mahmu- 
Uabad, and the lines were laid, and a train actually ran from that place to Amol, a 
distanee of 15 miles, 

he buildings are still standing, and strike the traveller not a little; they are 
probably the most substantial he has seen outside the eapitel, and the rails can still 
He traced through the marshy jungie which stretches from Amol to the coast. ‘The 
jermanent way ia, however, in a deplorable condition; giant brambles block the track 
fir lundreds of yards, the sleepers are rotten, the bridges and culverts broken 
down, and the rails overturned. ven the muleteers preter the devious paths of 


a 


the swampy forest to risking their loads among the strange dangers of the railway 
track. 

rate cause of the cessation of business on the line was the blowing up 
of the only locomotive and the accompanying destruction of the negro who had 
officiated as enzine-driver, ticket-collector, and station-master. It was found impossible 
to replace either the man or the machine. 

‘MMhe real cause of failure was the death of the Hajji, the Inck of funds to 
continuo the line to Tebran, and the refusal of the Russian Mercury Steam-ship Com. 
pany to stop their boats at Mabmudabad, an unimportant village with an excep- 
Hionally bad anchorage, instead of at Meshed-i-Ser, a considerable town with a fair 
anchorage. 

‘At the present time, when the talk i8 all of railways, the old project is again being 
discussed. ‘There is no doubt among competent authorities that, as a commercial 
enterprise, such a railway would be doomed to failure, at any rate for a great number 
of years. "The existing stretch from Amol to the coast is absolutely valueless, and it 
would presumably be found better to ignore it altogether and connect the capital 
with Barfarush and Meshed-i-Ser, : 

‘Whe engineering difficulties appear to the ordinary observer to he lest formidable 
than those which present themselves on the Resht-Kagvin road, but the dangerous 
instability of the mountain sides is sufficiently testified by the fate of the great cause- 

ah Abbas, of which but few traces remain, and the constantly recurring 
of stretches of the present path. 

‘A much more promising scheme would be to build a good carriage road along this 
route, From Tehran to Bumahin but little would have to be done to the present road, 
and from that village to Meshed-i-Ser the distance is under 100. miles, of which 
the last 40 are on the plain, Such a road would have to be built on economical 
principles, and adequate arrangements made for regular wheeled transport. of goods. 

‘he causes of the present unsatisfactory financial condition of the Russian Road 
Company are two, that they have spent tod mach on their road oving to irregular 
ministration, and have siot seriously undertaken the wheeled transport of goods. 
‘They rely for their income on the passenger traffic and the tolls paid by caravans 
using the road, neither of which sources are adequate, 

There seems no reason why & new and shorter rond should not profit by the 
mistakes of its pred re the carriage of the import aud export trade 
of North Persia, besides affording facilities to travellers who dislike the dangers of the 
bar at Enzeli, 

If any real effort is ever made by the Persian Government to develop the natural 
resources of Mazanderan, this road wonli be the first necessity for the transport of the 
products of the province inrothe interior of the country. It would, howev be one 
fof many, At the present time there is not even a really good mule track, anywhere 
‘on the alluvial plain between Serechulus and the Mahmudabad, « distance of 
50 miles; nor is there any reason to suppose that such exist in other parts of the 
provinee, 

wellers going east and west mareh along the beach of the se ins are 
numerous, aud when a deep one is encountered the party must follow it up till hey find 
a bridge, fords being unknown in the muddy streams of the plain, Generally the 
Wridge, when found, is in such a condition that all the loads must he taken off and 
oarrivd over by the drivers; Ue animals are then driven over, and, in the probable 
event of one or two falling in, there is a fair ehince of their swimming safely 


on its own products. ‘The wants of the people are for, and they are supplied with a 

jum of labour by the wonderful fertility of the soil. A small fraction of the 

cultivable area furnishes the inbabitants with sufficient rice for their needs, Hundreds 

of square miles of alluvial plain is covered with a dense growth of marshy vegetation, 

caer the numerous villages ean scarcely be discovered. ‘The rich fisbing 
t M 
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industry is untouched save in the summer months, when the hardiest of the inhabitants 
venture a few hundred yards from the shore in the roughest and most unseaworthy of 
“dugout” canocs, A few salmon, which abound at the mouths of the rivers, do find 
their way into the Teliran market, but a journey of eight to ten days on mule or 
donkey renders them. a doubtful luxury to the European consumer, 

‘Much hag been written as to the unhealthiness of the climate of Mazanderan and 
the hostility of its inhabitants to strangers. Neither appear to be insuperable obstacles 
to the devélopment of the province under the supervision of foreigners. 

With regard to the former winter need not be taken into account; it is healthy 
enough, During the hot weather summer quarters can always be found by moving up 
into the mountains which dominate the plain, and there is yo reason why Europeans 
should sufler from the climate with health resorts only a day’s journey from the scene of 
their Inbours. With proper care as to the drinking of water and an occasional trip to 
the hills a summer in Mazanderan sould be far from insupportable, Nor is there any 
reason to doubt that elearing and cultivation would have their usual beneficent effet on 


sin out-of-the-way 

tberant joy at the arrival of the 
straniger, offered no opposition to his turning them out of theit best rooms for the night 
and occupying them himself. ‘Che disinelination to receive one secmed to arise from a 
fear that provisions would be taken without bemg paid for, rather than from bigoted 
detestation of the Marangi. After the payment of a small sum for the use of the might’s 
quarters the villagers appeared to regret the departure of the earavan, 

FRANCIS 0, LINDLEY. 
Teliran, December 31, 1900. 





No. 36. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 6) 
'y Lord, Tehran, Jonuary 9, 1901. 
WITT reforence to my despatch No, 100 of the 28th September Inst, on the su 
of the attuck on the Residency at Bushire, [have the honour to state that the Nazim. 
ulJujar, who is supposed to be the originator of the attack, was. allowed to return to 
Bushire at the instanes of his nucle, who is a friend of the Atabel 
T poke privately to His Highness on the subject pointing out the unfortunate 
impression which would be created at Bushire if this person were allowed to remain. 
Orders wore given the next day for his removal to Shiraz, where an inquiry is now being 
made into his conduct, 
‘Mhere can he no doubt of the friendly intentions of the Atabcki Azam in thus at 
cniee sierificing the nephew of his friend, 2 
In conchision, | would bex to express my high sense of the firmness and tact 
which Colonel Kemball has displayed throughout this unfortunate business which might 
‘ly haye hail very deplorable results, 
Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





Tehron, January 9, 1901 
T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Tealled on the Atalek-i-Azam 
on the 7th instant. 


His Highness talked with great frankness of the general situation. 
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He said that a careful survey had been taken of the receipts and expenditure of the 
Government which resulted in the conclusion that there was an annual deficiency of 
300,001. This could easily, however, be met by increasing the “ Maliat,” or internal taxes, 
or by a reduction of unnecessary expenditure. 

“« But,” said his Highness, “ if {reduce expenditure the pensioners will hate me; if I 

ise the taxes the villagers and lend owners will hate me, and whoever hates me will be 
fistened to by the Shah, y I gave 400,000 tomans for the army; 1 know that 
rot one-fourth of this sum will reach the soldiers, If T tell the Shah, some one else 
Will tell him that I'am intriguing against the Commander-in-chiel. 
His Highness proceeded to speak of M. Naus’ scheme for the unifieation of the 
duties. It was, he said, a good idea; but he did not seem confident 
eing able to carry it through against the opposition of the clergy und merchants. 
In fact, whichever way he turned he was met by irreconcilable opposition, If he wished 
to see a railway built, Russia and England presented themselves with written promises in 
their hands whieh made railways impossible. If he wished to reform the army, all those 
whio lived by stealing the soldier’ pay were up in arms against him, But the root of the 
whole matter was finance; if he could get the finances right all would be well, But_he 
could obtain no loan except from Russia, und what conditions would Russia exact? His 
Highuess then in rath s ternis spoke of a plan by which Persia mizht borrow money 
from « Company and again lend ig to the Company for the construction of a line which 
would be Persian Goverament property and a source of income, He spoke of America 
as a possible resoure 

TeButy” he continued, “ wliat i the good Of epealing of schemes’ for improving the 

countey? “I have no time for anything except self-defence, Tam surrounded by enemies 
id there is not one siugle soul I can trust. All the time I was in Europe it was a con= 
nual struggle; i Ltold the Shab he must smile ata wedding some one was sure to tell 
in that it was his duty to ery, ‘They are children in business. I am the only Persian 
capable of doing the duties of my office, and if T were to go all the world would 
confess it.’ 

He then proceeded to instance various accusations brought against him. Some 
people maintained that the Shab had been made to promise that he would be kept in 
office. Could anything be more foolish ? he * Any one who knows Persia knows 
that such a promise would ouly rean my death if 1 fell into disgrace, Did England ever 
obtain for me such a promise? No. No more has Russia, If she had, the promise 
would do meno good. Besides which, say what you will, Tam no more Russian than I 

h. Lom Persian.” 

T have never seew his Highness so much depress ince been informed 
by M. Naus that he lias serious doubts whether the Head of the Government has sufficient 
courage ov encrey to carry through the necessary customs reforms. He his just heen 
obliged to abandon lis friend and supporter the Governor of the town, who has been 
replaced by a less devoted adherent. 

he impression 1 gathered from him is that the country is drifting towards a 
dangerous crisis. The proceeds of the loan are nearly expended; there is an annual 
deficit; no one will endure hecessury to pitt an end to its nothing remains 
save bunkruptey on 4 uew loan; and ¢ new loan is only: to be had from itussia, 

With regard to the policy of Russia, his Highness said: “ Russia does not want 
Persia liersell, but she wants to prevent other people from taking her.” I pointed out 
that Eugland wus not very likely to entertain territoriat designs on Persin. His Highness 
repiied, * The Russians are not afraid of your army, but of your trade and your influence, 
Nobody must lave either in any part of Persia but Russia alone,” i 

In the meautitne, the Slub listens to every accusation against his chicf Minister, andl 
attends to no suggestion fora general reform, And the whole energies of the Ministers 
are token up in mutual intrigucs for each other's destruction, 

1 recently esked an old Persian long resident in ‘Tehran what would be the result of 
a chunge of Ministers ou the government of the country ? He said that he was reminded 
of the schoolmaster sho overlicurd his pupil. saying, “Please God kill teacher.” ‘Yo 

ich he replied, “You should say, Please God kill the alphabet.” 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC 


———— 





Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received February 4.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 9, 1901. 

WITH reference espateh No, 180 of the 12th December, on the subject of 
the Cossack Brigade the honour to state that Captain Schneider informs 
me that the plan of recruitment which will probably be adopted in future is as 
follows:— 

Each of the nomad tribes is to furnish a fixed quota of soldiers, who will ke trained, 
sent back to their homes, and replaced by otliers 

‘The allegiance of the nomads to the Persian Government has wever heen strong, 
and the systein above described will very much increase the influence of the Russian 
officers all over the country 

Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No, 39. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansidon ceived February A.) 


(No, 9.) 
My Lord, shran, January 9, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Colonel ‘Temple, Her Majesty's 
Consil-General at Meshed, has reported that the Russian anthorities a 
the Government of Persia the necessity of establishing a strict quarantine aj 
and Afghanistan, 

Colonel ‘Temple points out that, besides the numerous customs and military posts 
which Russia has established along the eastern and nortli-eastern frontier of Khorasan, 
she has organize! a line of quarantine stations from 'Tarsbi 
south-west of Meshed, to Karez, on the Afighan frontier. The quarantine is enforced by 
Russian officers and doctors, and by Russian and Persian Cossioks, the Intter paid 
through their Russian officers. 

It is now evid ject of i ‘ities to extend the line from 
Karez to Seistan, thu i Indian 
trade, Arms are being dispatehed to Seistan, and a Russian doctor will shortly proceed 
thither, Newotiat ith the Hazara tribe, who are the best sowars on 
the frontier. 

‘Dho Minister for Foreign Affairs has oceasionally spoken to me of the necessity of 
establishing quarantine in yiew of cholera snd plague in Afghanistan 
pointed out to hin that, as the Nushki route was practically desert, and no cholera 
oxisted at Quetta, there Was no necessity for imposing quarantine, but T said that T did 
not think any objection could be raised to measures justified hy the ordinary usage of 
nations, such as (he prohibition of the importation of fags and old clothes, 1 asked him 
whether it was not a derogation to the dignity of Persia that a foreign Power should ek 
her to curry out measures which went beyond the regulations enforced in Europe, At 
the same time, 1 showed him on the map the relative positions of the different trade 
routes iitto Kastern Persia, and laid stress on the great importance to Persia of having 
as many: avenues of trade as possible, He promised to lay the matter before the Shah. 

Sulbsequently E spoke to the Atabe 1 this stbject, He was surprised, and 
evidently annioyed at the information which T gave him as to the chain of Russian posts 
established 150 miles within Persian territory, and said he would give the matter his 
serious consideration, 

‘Mhere is no doubt, I think, of the genuine slarm felt both by the Russian and 
Persian authorities as to the possible spread of cholera, and I think it would be 
inadvisable (o offer resistance to any measures justified by ordinary usage. But there 
is equally little doubt that the Russian authorities have ulterior motives, and the best 
way, perhaps, to combat the danger is by appealing to the natural pride of the Persians 
and their desire to retain the independence of their country 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRIN 
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No, 40. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 2.) 


(No. 11.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, January 9, 1901, 
TL HAVE the honour to inclose the montlily summary of events drawn up by 
Captain Schneider, Oriental Seoretary to this Legation. 
Uhave, &e. 
(Signed) CEOIL A, SPRING-RICK. 


————— 
Inclosure in No, 40. 
Monthly Summary of News, ending January 9, 1901. 


Tehran,—The past month 
latterly, sharp frosts at: nigh 
fall, there is every prospect of the w 
The price of bread still cont 
wheat. The Ain-ed-Dowleh, ( 
The struggle between the 
continues; the latter is 
Legation, 
is surmised 


the 501 

‘There isan absence of any news of importance ; the city is quiet. His Tmperial 
Majesty the Shah continues in fair health, and is suid to be much gratified at, the 
reaant honours conferred on his physician, Dr. Adeoek, who has been knighted, 

Meshed.— Movements of troops on the railway appear to bo normal, ‘The tele- 
graph line to Chath has been completed, and some wooden huts for tho xignalters 
rected. ‘The Governor of Astralad hus detailed twouty Yamut sowars to guird the, 
line between Gumbud-i-Kabus and Chath, ‘There ix, much discontent against. the 
Belgian Customs officials in the district; a Customs official sent to Gumbud-i-Kabus 
us met with much oppo ‘The Russian “naturalists” previously mentioned as 
starting for Seistan have obtained a letter from the Governor-General of Khorasan, 
authorizing them to obtain supplies at various places where they halt; they ate taking 
‘4 good many vifles with them, whether as gifts or for proteetion is not known. ‘They 
travel it is reported by Karez, Fermanabsd, Dahang ab, Hashtadin, Sar-i-Chah, 

jDukhitr, Karnf, Chananabad, wn! Nem, and are to be some fourteen 
months in Seistan. 

‘They are also reported to be going to visit Bundar Abbas and Bushice; their guard 
consists of Persian Cossacks, 

‘The Persian doctor sent to Seistan has reported that he has heard nothing of the 
cholera, althongh he had made all the inquivies possible. It is most evident. that all 
the quarautine arrangements prepared against cholera, which is non-existent, are 
arranged by Russia to interfere as much as possible with the new trade route with 
India in Seistan, 

‘The Customs at Meshed are charging an enhanced duty on wool imported by 
Afghan traders, which amounts to 5 per cent. ad valorem. No’ change is reported in 
the garrison at Krasnovodsk, 

Russian officers are now constantly in the Dera Ghez Valley, Arrangements. for 
the repair ofthe Meshed-Ashkabod road, which was inuch daaiayed by foods is now 
in progress. ‘Tea smuggling js being carried on extensively from the Yamut, country 
into Russian territory. 

Icis reported in Meshed that the Russians propose placing a Colony of Hazaras 
on the borders of Afghan Turkestan, Large purchases of cotton by Ruselan merchants 
is reported from the Dera Ghez district. 


‘One of the officials of the Shrine at Meshed, and a leading merchant, are endeavouring 
to establish a telephone exchange. 


(1615) N 





46 


A Herat news-writer states that the Russians have brought telegraph materials to 
Tanureh Sangi, and are said to be going to extend the railway to that place. It is also 
said that a line is to be constructed to Sarrakhs. ‘Trade from Afghanistan to India is 
now largely proceeding vid Kain and the Nushki route, owing to the Ameer's exactions ; 
the prospects of this route seem very promising. 

Ispuhan.—Therw is an absence of news of interest from Ispahan, which is at 
present quict. M. Nelidoy, Rirst Secretary to the Russian Legation, passed through 
en route to Shiraz ; his companion, who left’ Tehran with him, didnot accompany him 
on, but is staying at the Russian Consulate. Agha Haji Sheikh Mahommed Ali, 
brother of Agha Najufi, who died suddenly from poison administered to him, was one 
of the disturbing elements of Ispahan ; his death has removed one of the most dangerous 
and turbulent Mu Te will be remembered that the deceased Mullah was the one 
who held up the massnores in China as an example to be followed in Persia, 

Prices of food-stufl’s are normal, and agricultural prospects good, 

Shiroz.—Shiraz itself is reported as heing quiet, but tribal fights are reported 
among the Baharlus, Much dissatisfaction is being expri inst the Kavam-ul 
Mulk, the Governor of the districts near Shiraz very tnpopula 
the fecling against it is encouraged by the Moyed-ed-Dowleh, for his own object. 

Good rain is reported to have fallen and done much for the erops, whieh are said 
to be flourishing, ‘Tho import trade is said to be slack owing to high prices in 
Manchester. 

Resht—It ig reported that the Russian Road Company are in a bad way ; every 
affort i being made to reduce working expenses as much as possible ; the road is in very 
bad condition, and repairs are badly wanted. 

In order to insure regularity, the passport service hns been transferred to the 
Customs. 

Bushire—Lioutonant Crookshank, of the Survey of Tndi is party have 
arrived at Bunder Ablas, and proceed to Jiratt to meet Major S will togeth 
map the portions of the country unsurveyed near Lar ai There has been 
good rain at Bushite; the erop prospects are very good indeed, and there is more lund 
Under cultivation than w Further seizures of arms have taken place; the firm 
of Messrs, A. und T, J, Maleol were fonnd to be in possession of some 118 rifles and 
21,000 rounds of punition, a 

From Mohammerali crop prosp also reported as ood, ‘The Beni ‘Truf have 
paid up their arrears of revenue, under From Koweit it is reported that 
the Montafik have defeated the Ibu-Rashid, and thst the Sheikh of Koweit has 
marched to join them. 

Haji Kuli Khan, one of the best known of tho Bukhtiati Chiefs, has left 
Mohaminorah with a stall following for Europe, 

The Daraya Bi overnor of Bushire, has received a Russian decoration from 
His Tinperial Majesty the Czar, 

(Signed) ©. V. SCHNEIDER, Captoin, 
Military Attaché, 


Additional, 


‘s telegrams, that the Russians 
blishing Consulates in the south of Persia, the Acting Consul at Ispaban 
writes: “The Russian Consul here told me that this was the outeome of his journey 
through Bushire and the Bakhtiari country. 
His recommendation was @ Consutate-General at Bushire, with View-Consulates 
at Shiraz and Mohammerah.” 
neo to the future of Persia, the people at Ispaban are now steadily 
jon that their future masters are the Russians, Formerly, they used 
would take the no England the southern 
halt they now say that Russia means to, e southera ports ; they 
express surprige at tho spread of Russian influonee, which they think England does 
nothing to stop. 
(Signed) ©. V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
Miltary Attaché, 
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No, 41, 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received February 4.) 


(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 10, 1901, 

WITH reference to a Reuter's telegram announcing the appointment of Russian 
Consuls in South Persia, I have been informed by Dr, Aganor, who acts as British 
Consul at Ispaban, that the Russian Consul there, Prince Dabija, stated that after 
his visit to the south he had strongly recommended the appointment of a Russian 
Consul-General at Bushire, and Russian Consuls at Mohamerrah and Bunder Abbas, and 
that this announcement, if true, was the result of his recommendations, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) GECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Consul Wratislaw to Mr, de Bunsen,—(Refeived at the Foreign Office, February 6.) 


(No.2. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, January 8, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 50 qf the 28th December, I have the honour 
to report that, according’ to letters received here from Mubarck, Abdurrahinan-bin- 
Feysal has attacked Abdul Aziz’ men, defeatel them, and captured a number of horses 
and camels. Information from Nejd sources denies the truth of this, and it is further 
asserted that Salim-el-Sabhan, a Nejd leadef, has severely defeated tribes allied to 
Mubarek, and is advancing on Koweit, and tha) Mubarek is preparing to meet him 

Probably only unimportant skirmishes pave taken place hitherto, but the fet 
remains that hostilities have recommenced anf are likely to continue, The ‘Turkish 
authorities seem passive, 

T have, &, 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW, 


Consul Wratislaw (o Mr. de Bunsen.—(Recelbed at the Foreign Office, February 5.) 


(No. 3. Confidential.) 

Sir, Bussorah, January 5, 1901. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 36, Speret, of the 2th July, 1599, I have the 

honour to report that Ferik Kazim Pasha, of Hagdad, has been appointed by Imperial 

Tradé to inquire into the grievances of the nepheps of Mubarek, of Koweit. ‘The litter 

have undertaken to send their lawyer, Abdullatl Effendi, to Bagdad at once, aud to go 

there themselves after Ramazan, 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 5.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures. in 
Goverament of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated tho 17th January, respecting 
Muscat affairs. 


India Office, February 5, 1901, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 44. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Muscat, December 15, 1900, 

1 MENTIONED in my letter of the Ist instant to your address that the French 
cruiser “Catinat” possibly contemplated calling at Sur after leaving Muscat, but that L 
did not consider that there was much that she could do there at the present junctare, all 
the dhows being away. 

’A week later news arrived from Sur to the effect that the “Catinat” had called 
there, and the fact that I have since been obliged to send a representative to Sur to bring 
away'a British subject who had become a dangerous lunatic, enables me to forward a 
Report as to what transpired, which I believe to be quite reliable. 

’5. It will be remembered that while here Commodore Kiésel did not make the 

ighteat reference to the flag question or any other political matters, and left after 

ally exchanging farewell courtesies with the Sultan, and saying he was bound for the 

chelles, Just before the “Catinat” left, the Sultan sent off @ liberal present of fruit, 
sheep, &c,, for the ship's company. 

4. On arrival at Sur the Sheikhs of the Mukanna section of French lag-holders came 
off to the ship, and were made much of by Commodore Kiésel, He inquired whether they 
‘vere being oppressed ; they replied they were not. He then went on to tell them he had 
fetiled the avter of the flags with the Sultan in thoroughly satisfactory way, and that 
His Highness had agreed to let them all re nch subjects, and warned them on no 
account to give up their protection papers. He added that he would be up again next 
Yent, and that a ship would come up at intervals to look after them. 

‘he Suris, who have hitherto remained loyal to their undertaking to the Sulton, 
believing Commodore Kiésel’s story, are suid to be incensed against the Sultan, and natu 
rally so, for having, as they supposed, made this agreement. with the French. 

5. "he Sultan is very much disgusted at what he considers the duplicity of the 
French Commodore, but Tum not yet in a position to report what action he proposes to 
take, I understaud that one of the officers of Her Majesty's ship “Pigeon,” while 
strolling on shore, was informed by some native with whom he got into conversation, that 
the Sura had bought w large number of French tags from the Catinat,” but I can 
hardly eredit this, and my information, which is from @ reliable source, makes me thiak 
that there is no teuth in it, and that probably the officer did not understand what was told 
hin. 

6, [learn from a communication from Admiral Bosanquet’s Secretary that his Excel- 
Jency will leave Bombay in Her Majesty's ship ‘“Hightlyer” on the 19th January for 
Muscat, Bunder Abbas, atid Bushire, and beg respeotfully to make the suzgestion that his 
Excellency should be asked to instruct such ships of his squadron as maybe in these 
waters to rendezvous with hin. at Ruseel-Had, and come up in company to Muscat, showing 
the flag along the coast, including Sur, ‘There would seem to be nothing objectionable in 
this course; it would certainly do good generally, and would be some moral encou 
ent to the Sultan. i 

T beg that I may be advised in advance if the suggestion should be permitted to take 
shape. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 


Government of India to Naval Commonder-in-chief, East Indian Station. 


(Pelegraphic.) Calcutta, December 28, 1900. 

WITH referonce to your Excellency's intended visit to Mutcat, Sc, the Political 
Agent at Muscat has suggested that you sliould be asked to instruct such ships of squadron 
‘as may be in those waters to rendezvous with you at Ras-el-Had and go up in company 
to Muscat, showing flag along the coast, including Sur, He thinks it would have a good 
effect, and give moral encouragement to Sultan alter recent visits of French vessels. If 
‘your Excellency sees no objection, would you urrange accordingly # 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 44. 


Naval Commander-in-chief, East Indian Station, to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Rangoon, January 7, 1901, 
Wire reference to my telezram my visit to Persian Gulf, T will endeavour to show 
flag by as many ships of war in company us possible, 1 arrive Bombay 16th January. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 44. 
Governinent of India to Captain Cor, 


(Telegraph Calcutta, January 10, 1901. 
SUGGESTION at end of your letter 15th Decomber is approved, “Admiral will 


endeavour to show flag by as many ships of war in compan ible. He arri 
Seereoretn y ship company as possible, He arrives 


Please inform Kerball, 





No. 45, 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received February 7.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord G. Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letters, dated the 10th and 17th January, 
rogarling the Customs administration of Muscat, : 


India Office, February 6, 1901, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 45, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball (0 Government of India, 


Bushire, July 16, 1900. | 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following case connocted with the Customs 
istration of Muscat, for the consideration of the Government of India, 
authoritative ruling in the matter is, in my opinion, called for, and the Political 
Agent at Muscat desires that it should be referred to the Government of India for orders. 
2, Tn May 1596 a consignment of 150 bales of goods arrived in Muscat, Harbour to 
the care of Messrs. J. W. Towell and Co,, a British firm doing business at Muscat. 
Prior to the landing of the goods the representative at Muscat of Messrs, Towell and 
Co, wrote to the Customs farmer, and informed him that the goods were intended 
for transhipment, part to Mohammerah and part to Bahrein, and he claimed that in 
accordance with Article © of the Treaty of Commerce of 1891, between Great 
Britain and Museat (vide Aitchison’s Treaties, vol. xi, page 81), the goods should be 
exempted from ayment of duty. ‘The Customs farmer objected, tand his objection was 
upheld by His Highness the Sultan, who contended that the goods were in reality 
intended for Museat, and that the manifest accompanying the goods showed that they 
ee intended. 
he case was accordingly referred by the Political Agent to this Residency for 
orders, and the Resident being away from Bushire at the time, the First ‘Aveitian 
instructed the Political Agent that the wording of exemption (1) to the Article VI of 
the Treaty above referred to being quite clear, the goods were not liable to duty at 
Muscat, “Some further correspondence on the subject ensued at Muscat, but finally the 
ease was decided by Messrs. Towell and Co. arranging with the Customs farmer that 
the goods should be released on payment of a duty of 8 per cent. in lieu of the ordinary 
5 per cent. rate and disposed of in Museat. Up to the present time no further dispute 
regarding the point at issue appears to have occurred, as the Customs administration 


vit ae hands of “farmers,” and Messrs, Towell and Co, appear to have 
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arranged matters locally with them by agreeing to dispose of their goods in Muscat in 
consideration of a reduction in the rate of duty. 

8. Now, however, His Highness the Sultan has taken the administration of the 
Customs into his own hands, and. similar case has occurred. 

On the 19th June last, the steam-ship “Shahristan” arrived in Muscat from Aden 
and London, bringing a consignment of 108 bales of American sheeting for Messrs. 
fowell and Co, On the arrival of the steamer in Muscat, and before the goods 
were landed, Messrs, ‘Towell gave notice to the Customs authorities that they wished to 
land the consignment ‘in transit” pending transhipment wholly or partly to a foreign 
port, namely, Babrein, ‘The bales were accordingly landed, and subsequently a portion 
consisting of forty bales were taken delivery of after payment of the 5 per cent, duty, 
and the remaining sixty-three bales were shipped to Bahrein by a steamer of the British 
India Steam Navigation Company. ‘The Sultan contends that duty should be paid on 
these sixty-three bales, whereas Messrs. ‘Yowell and Co. claim exemption for them 
under Article VI (1) of the Treaty. 

4, The contentions of His Highness the Sultan and of Messrs. Towell and Co. 
are clearly set forth in Captain Cox’s letter, copy of which with its inclosures is 
forwarded herewith, and the question #0 be considered now is the interpretation to be 
placed on the Article of the Treaty in question, ‘The Political Agent is of opinion tnat 
goods which are “port marked” to Muscat, that is, which are shown in the ship's 
manifest as intended for Muscat, are not exempted under the ‘Treaty from the payment 
of duty if landed in Museat, and that they eannot be considered as goods “in transit” 
even if they are subsequently exported “ont of bond” to a forcign port. 

Lam riot sure, however, that I agree with this interpretation, It seems to me that 

orchants trading in Museat have the right to claim exemption under this Article of the 
‘Nreaty provided that they have complied with its terms, and declared the goods “as 
landed for transhipment, designating at the same time the foreign port of destination.” 
IU is true that the exemption referred to applies to “ goods and merchandize” destined 
for a foreign port, and if goods are shown in their “bill of lading” as destined for 
Muscat, Museat must, I believe, in accordance with mereantile law, be considered to be 
their port of destination, ‘There is therefore some force in the Sultan's contention, At 
the same time, I doubt if this was the meaning of the framers of the ‘Treaty. It would, 
[ think, he hard on merchants trading in Museat if they are not allowed some latitude 
in the matter of altering the destination of the goods after they have been shipped, and 
the proviso above ned seems to allow to them the latitude required, In the 
present ease no exception can be taken to the action of Messrs. ‘Towell and Co. 
‘Pho “Shabristan” did not, L understand, call at Bahrein, and the goods had therefore to 
be landed at Muscat, and ‘there was no objection to their disposing of part of the con- 
Jignment in Muscat if they found a suitable market there. ‘They ean in my c 
fairly claim exemption from duty in the ease of the remaining bales. ‘The qu 
however, turns upon the correct interpretation of the ‘Treaty. Whether there is any 
necessity to alter the wording of the Article in question, T eantot say : it would appear 
to me that a logal opinon on this point is required, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 46. 
Captain Coe to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


. Muscat, July 4, 1900, 

[HAVE tho honour to address you with regard to an incident which has recently 
‘occurred in connection with the Muscat Customs administration, and as to the general 
question raised thereby, for favour of reference to the Government of India, 

2. By Messrs. Frank Striek and Co.'s steam-ship “Shabristan,” which arrived here 
on the 19th June from Aden and London and cleared the same day for up-Gulf ports, 
Messrs, Towell and Co,, the firm of British merchants here, acting as agents for the 
consigners, Messrs, Arnold Cheney and Co., of New York, received from that firm a 
consignment of 108 bales of American sheoting. ‘The bales were ull port-marked 
« Muscat,” and entered as “for Muscat” in the ship’s manifest, On the arrival of the 
steamer, however, hefore the goods were landed, Messrs, ‘Powell gave notice to the 
Customs authorities that they wished to land the consignment, “in transit,” pending 
transhipment wholly or partly to a foreign port, namely, Babrein ; and the bales were 
accordingly landed and deposited in the custody of the Customs authorities, Forty 
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‘bales however were subsequently taken delivery of and sold in Muscat after payment of 
the usual 5 per cent. duty; the remaining sixty-three bales were shipped to Bahrein by 
British Indian steamer, and Messrs, Towell and Co. claimed exemption of duty. for 
them under Article VI (1) of our Commercial ‘Treaty with Muscat of 1891 (vide 
Aitchison’s Treaties, vol. xi, page 81). ‘The Sultan contends that they were in 
reality able to duty, and that duty should in future be paid. Acting on my advice, 
however, he has not levied it in this case, but as he is of opinion that the terms of the 
“Article are being misinterpreted, he requests that the matter may be gone into, 
Tn making this representation, His Highness points out that the goods in this 
particular ease having been consigned and port-marked direct from Europe and Aden to 
‘Museat and landed here by a steamer which was itself on its way up the Gulf, cannot be 
said to have been merchandize bond fide “in transit” toa foreign port, and as such 
‘exempted from duty under the provisions of Article VI of the said ‘Treaty, and his own 
belief apparently is that the goods are really intended for Museat, and that the practice 
in question is resorted to by the merchants (to the prejudice of his customs revenue) 
merely as a device which enables them to bargain for a reduction of duty in a manner 
which will be presently set forth, ‘The merchants on the other and explain theit pro- 
cedure, and T believe logenuously, as follows. ‘The goods are consigned to Muscat ag 
being the first port of call in these waters, and costing them therefore in the first 
instance the least possible amount of freight. ‘The consigner in Europe, or America as 
the case may be, cannot foresee which Gulf Port will, at the time of axtival of the 
afford the most profitable market for the sale of them; he therefore consigns them to 
Muscat, the nearest port. ‘The consigner’s agent in Muscat is in a position to know the 
extent of the demand and the state of the market at the various emporia in the Gulf, 
anil when the goods arrive, to be on the safe side, he gives notice to the Customs officials 
and then lands them. If the market is good in 
sells what he can here, and with regard to the remainder he proceeds to make 
terms with the Customs farmer on the following lines, He says: ‘1 am entitled under 
ty to‘ tranship” these goods, but if you will make it worth my while to sell them 
by reducing the duty from 5 to 3 per cent., I will ta’ze delivery of them here and pay 
duty at the reduced rate,” For many years past, as you are aware, the Museat Customs 
have been farmed out from year to year to one’ of the local Banian traders, and. these 
farmers have apparently been ready to compound the watter in this way; but the 
Sultan is now administering them himself, and he says to the merchants in elfect: Tf 
you keep the goods here you must pay full duty,” and T vill be no party to any bargain 
a reduction of duty. If the Banians choose to compound with you ‘that was 
ieir business ; Twill not, If you want to export the goods, you are of course free to 
Jo so, but in this particular éase, Teontend that they are not in transit within the 
meaning of Article VI, but are being re-exported and should therefore pay the usual 
import duty first 
ioze is, i will be seen, no dispute as to facts, but simply differenco of opinion 
as to the meaning and intention of Article VI of the Treaty of 1891, In this connection 
Lhave the honour to refer you to a similar correspondence which took place in 1806, 
In that instance the Political Agent was asked by Messrs. ‘Towel and Co, “to mak 
a reference on the question for an opinion of the Gavernment of India,” ‘he matter 
was not actually referred to the Government of India, the correspondence ending, so far 
5 your office is concemed, with Residency letter, dated the 4th July, 1896, under the 
imuature of Mr. Gaskin; ‘but some further letters were exchanged in Muscat, of 
which Ehave now the honour to inclose copies. From these inclosures it will’ be 
athered that the Sultan, while expressing his desire to abide by the ‘Treaty in question, 
urged that the interpretation which the Agency authorities ascribe to Article VI could 
hot Le got out of His Highness’ Arabic version of it, and offered to send his Vazeer over 
to explain what he meant, Nothing further is on’ record, however, in this connection, 
and the question appears to have dropped by reason of Messrs, ‘Towel having in th 
anwhile compounded privately with the Banian Customs coutractor for the retention 
‘of the goods in Muscat on condition of a reduction of duty. Since that time up to few 
tionths ago the eustoms in Museat have remained in the hands of Banian farmers, with 
whom Messrs, Towell and Co, have continued to compound from time to time in the 
manner aforeseid for a reduction of duty on condition of the goods being sold in 
Museat, so that the issue has never azain risen until no ime when the Sultan is 
oudueling the eallection of Mix own custons and the ees are accordingly 
altered, 
4. As to the merits of the general question at issue, it seems to me that there 
something to be said on both sides, and that to suit Muscat requirements the wording of 
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Article VI requires to be modified in order to make the intention of the Contracting 
Parties less open to doubt. 

On the one hand, I think that the ordinary person reading Article VI of the Treaty 
would gather from the wording, both of the English and Arabic version (in which I see 
no difference), that it was only intended to cover goods necessarily landed or transhipped 
in bond fide transit in unbroken bulk to a foreign port, for which the consigner originally 
intended them, and that these conditions are not fulfilled in the case of goods port- 
marked, Muscat; and that if it had been the intention of the Contracting Parties to 
make provision for the landing of avy and all goods in Muscat “in bond” and their 
re-exportation ‘out of bond” at the option of the consignee, they would have said so 
in much simpler phraseology than is used in the wording of Article VI (1) of the 
‘Treaty. 

On the other hand, it is obviously to the interest of British trade that merchants 
should have some such means of taking advantage of the fluctuations of the various Gulf 
markets by importing goods in bond and exporting as opportunity offers, and J think 
this should, if possible, be assured to them. 

5, Presumably the wording of our ‘Treaty of 1891 with Muscat was taken, almost 
verbatim, from the Treaty of Commerce of 1886 with Zanzibar; a reference therefore to 
the interpretation pnt upon Article VI thereof in the port of Zanzibar might throw light 
on the present matter, but in any case, in view of the Sultan's letter of the 12th July, 
1896, und of his present representation, I would respectfully request the favour of = 
reforence on the subject being made to the Government of India, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 45, 


Captain Beville to Messrs. W. J. Towell and Co, 


Muscat, June 10, 1896, 
IT HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the Sth instant, 
and, in reply, to inform you that { am making @ reference upon the subject for the 


opinion of the Government of India, 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 45. 


Captain Beville to Messrs. W. J. Towell and Co. 


Museat, July 9, 1896. 


WITH reference to your letter, dated the 29th May last, regarding your claim to 


transhipment free of duty of certain goods, viz. -— 


100 bales to Mohammerah, 
50 bales to Bahrein, 


Tam directed to inform yon that having complied with the terms of the Article in 
the Treaty of 1891, you are cntitled to tranship the goods free of duty, and Tam writing 
to inform His Highness the Sultan of this, with a request he will issue orders to the 
Customs master accordingly, Before doing so, however, 1 shall be glad to hear whether 


you intend preferring any claims for loss of market, &c., as noted in the last paragraph 
‘of your letter. 


Tnelosure in No. 45, 
Messrs. W. J. Towell and Co, to Captain Beville, 


Muscat, July 10, 1896, 

receipt of your letter, dated the 9h July, and 
| ‘of duty 100 bales to Mohammerah and 50 bales 
With the Article in the Treaty of 1801, the terms of which we 


WE have the honour to acknowledge 
note that.we are entitled to tranship free 
to Bahrein in accordance 
complied with, 


We canmot conscientiously make any claim for loss of market, but if after inspection 
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y remaini time in the 
«< they are found to have been damaged by remaining for some 
aoe eee J edpmeed to sm and dew and since hen in Custos farmer's golown, we 
ink that a clair’ might fairly be made for such damage, ‘ 
aon a een dealing to pay Customs farmer for any expense ho may 
put himself to in removing our bales from the custom-house to bis godown and fo 
Soden Ae many thanks for the trouble you have taken in connection with the 


matter. 


SS 
Inclosure 6 in No. 45. 
Caplain Beville to the Sultan of Muscat. 


201h Muharram, 1814 (July 12, 1890), 
i i) lat 
WRITE to inform your Highness that upon receipt of your letter, r 
aii May tas informing me that you declined to alloy i oats ane a a 
Messrs, W. J. Towell and Co, to reship certain goods without payment ©. ANY: 
Which goods they had declared were for transhipment in accordance 
au wih gan hy ac rte ib mare 
proper interpretation to be placed upon the Article iu the Treaty. Thave naw been 
Instructad that Messrs, Tovell_ and Co» having pepe carted, ont the terme 
eaty, titled to reship the goods free of duty, e 
Soutien "Your Highness of this fact, and to request. you to issue the necessary orders 
seer e tention ofthe goods by the Customs master having been illegal, the Customs 
master will be responsible for all charges for storage, &c., and he will also be respon 
if the goods have been damaged whilst in his keoping. 


Se 
Inclosure 7 in No. 45. 
‘The Sultan of Muscat to Captain Beville, 


80th Muharram, ed G18 200). 

VE have received your letter, dated 29th Muharram, 1314 (11th July, 1896), on 
the ea! of duty, ard in whieh you inform us that you have roeeived instructions 
from the high Goernment to actin acconlance with the Treaty. We say we abide by 
and act in accordance with Article VI of the ‘Treaty, “If you rend it attentively you 
will find it clear enough to act upon, Now if you wish you may on your behalf send 
tome one to whom it will be shown if not we will send our Muhammad-bin-Azzan with 
it to you, Let us know when he should come to you, and salaams, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 45. 
Messrs. W. J. Towell and Co. to Captain Beville. 


Muscat, July 80, 1896. 
WE have the honour to inform you that the 150 bales BiseHiney about which we 
have previously written you regarding our right to transbip free of duty aro now in 
‘our godowns. i F 
‘The Customs farmer and his partners, with all of whom we have busin 88 relations, 
strongly pressed us to retain these bales fur sale in this country. ‘To this we have 
agreed, and inclose press copy of our letter to the Customs farmer recording, the con- 
ditions under which the matter has heen settled, 





Inclosure 9 in No. 45. 
Messrs. W. J. Towell and Co. to Mr. Damodur Durumsey. 


Muscat, July 80, 1896. 

WITH reference to our notice to. you, dated the 21st May, 1806, having respect 
to our wish to tranship 100 bales shectings to ports named free of duty here, we now 
wish to put on record that you (haviug recognized our right under Treaty to tranship 
these goods free of duty within six months from date of our notice), in consideration 
of our retaining the goods for sale in this country, will deliver the bales to us in 
paying all charges incurred for removing the goods from Customs-house to your 
gouown and being responsible to us for good condition, provided we pay you the 
reduced duty of 3 per cent, 

A copy of this letter is sent to Her Britannic Majesty’s Political Agent and Consul 
for his information, 


Tnelosure 10 in No. 45. 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembatl, 
Six, Fort William, Deceiver 24, 1900, 
1 AM directed to reply to your letter, dated the 16th July last, submitting, for 
onsideration, a ease connected with the Customs administration of Mus 
2. The language of Article VI of the Treaty of 1891 is not wholly free from doubt. 
‘The Government of India are, however, of opinion that, from a strietly legal point of 
views gos and merchandize cannot he said to be ‘destined for a foreign port ” if, 
as in the case reported by you, they are consigned to agents at Muscat, with a 
Uiseretion cither to dispose of them locally or to find another market for them in 
the neighbourhood. Such goods, and merchandize shoul, the Government of India 


consider, be held to lave reached their “destination” by delivery to the agents at 
Muscat. 


ish-Indian practice there i on between “transhipment” and 
“e.exportation.” Ny ent is provided for in Chapter XI of the Sea Customs 
iat « ersexpestaton Sele tall Ao tooanivae ip Ma -tnslek 68 geek: fork onecycesal to 
amothor without being landed, 

istinetly entered 

shipment, A declaration by the importer on the arrival of the vessel is not sullicient, 
and transhipmont would not he allowed merely on such declaration, of unloss the 
declaration was distinetly stated on the ship's manifest, No duty at all is charged on 
transhipped goods, but a small fee is levied to cover the expense of stationing Customs 
citicers. on hoard the vossels hetween whitch the transfer is effected. On the other Hand, 
goods for re-exportation may be (and always are) entered in the manifest, and may be 
(and always aro) marked for the port at which they are imported. If the importer 
finds no market for them locally he may re-export thom within theo yeats, thie only 
condition being cither that they stall have been placed ix bond on import, and kept 
there pending removal cither for local sale or re-export; oF honded, that they 
shall not have broken bulk, and shall be identified to the satisfaction of the Collector 
of Customs, On re-exportation a drawback is yiven of seven-eightls of the import 
duty, 

7, ol the dTrealy with Muscat bot) transhipment ans re-espartation are eowbinel and 
dealt with in one Article (No. VI), The Article does not requize that yools to be trane 
shipped or re-exported shall be so declared in the manifest of the vessel, and the 
Article need not be held to imply this requirement, Muscat is a port of eall or depht 
for trade, with smaller adjacent ports in the Gulf, and it is in the ord 
Dusiiess that goods should he consigned to Museat, with a view to their fin 
market either there or elsewhere in the vicinity, ‘The shippers of the g 
United States or in Europe eannot ordinarily be acquainted with the loc 
ofthe trade, and do not know in which of the Gulf ports their goods are most likely to 
bo in demand ; they consequently employ agents at the principal port at the entrance of 
the Gulf whieh forms a convenient centre for local distribution, Tae goods are 
consigned to these agents, and the destination of the goods may for pravtical purposes 


be taken to be the destination stated by the agents, In the opinion of the Gorern— 
ment of India, there should be no rale requiring that goods to be transhipped or 
re-exported from Muscat rust be so declared either in the manifest of the vessel or in 
Zills of lading; the real intent of the Treaty will be secured if the agents observe. 
the procedure which is deseribed in Article VI (2). Tt is essential in the interests of 
the trade that the merchants should be allowed the latitude which they claim, and 
there can be no doubt that this course will also be in accord with the ‘Sultan's own 
interests, for, if His Highness’ contention were admitted, the trade would certainly 
decline. . i : 
5. Lam to request that the views of the Government of India may be explained 

to the Sultan, and that the result may be reported, 

T have, &, 

igned) I, S. BARNES, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 45. 
Lieutynant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushirey December 15, 1900, 
WITH reference to your letter, dated the 2nd January, 1900, and subsequent 
correspondence, I have the honour to forward copy of a letter, dated the 6th December. 
1900, from the Political Agent, Museat, for your information 
T have, &, 
(Signed) W. S. DAVIES, 
First Assistant. 


Inclosure 12 in No, 45. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonet Kembatl, 


Sir, Muscat, December 5, 1900, 

A YEAR has now passe since I informed you in my letter of the 15th December, 
1599, that the Sultan had decided to take over the manaement of his Customs himself, 

Tam glad now to revort, for your information and the favour of 
the Government of India, that His Highness 
complete twelve months stand at 1,95,000 dollars, Out of this sim his working expenses, 
about 6,000 to 7,000 dollars, have to be deducted, leaving: the net. revenue just short 
‘of 1,00,000 dollars, 

"The highest figure yot derived from the sale of the Customs contract to Bantan 
tradersis 1,70,000 dollars; it will he seen, theretore, that the Sultan has benefited to the 
extent of about 20,000 dollars by conducting the advinistration himself, 

During the past year rumours have two or throe times been current to the effect 
that, owing to the occasional petty worries inseparable from Customs administration, 
of th continued overtures from Banian morcliasts, His Highness intended farming out 
tho contract again, and on one occasion Lam avare that he receiveil the tempting offer 
of 150,000 dollars for a year's contract, He all along, however, continued to assure me 
that hie vould make no change without consulting mo, ani it is therefore, satiafuctory to 
find that he has completed a year’s administration, and with considerable advantage to 
himself. 

‘The result of this will, no doubt, be to encourage him to persevere and to improve 
tie efficiency of it as time goes on, 1 fear, however, that Uere is little immediate 
ehauice of his handing over the wlministration to us, or oven of asking the Toan of an 
English oficial from Government. On the one hand, the constant gossip, which has 
been going on during the last year regarding: the lease of the Bunder Abbas Customs 
to the Russiaus and the comments on the subject in the press, added to periodically- 

ed reports circulated by Freuch Agents and echoed in the Arab press, that the 
Sultan had handed over, or as handing over, the Customs to the British Government, 
and was, or would be heneeforth, absolutely in out poiver, have all been browht to iis 
notice and must be expected to leave some impression, and, though L believe His 
Highness is personally confident of the disinterestetiness of our motives, he is unlikely to 
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Ik advance in the direction desired. Furthermore, political considerations 
Tae Uiltda Ave advises and bik subjects generally are stesuousy opposel to any 
hange in the Customs samiuistration oving fo the fear that many personal or ti 
indulgences whieh they receive now would be puta stop to under a more civilized and Tess 
elastic régime. This need not necessarily be the ease at all, but it is very difficult to 
persuade the public to that end. 


Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) P. Z, COX. 





No. 46. 


Indian Office to Foreign Office. —( Received February 7.) 

oe i October, the Under-Secretary of 
var) uation of this Office letter of the 15th October, the Under-Secretary 
State wr tna presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Ailiea and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the informa- 
Aan ee the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures im Government of India Foreign 
Scorotary's letter, daied the 17h January, as to a mining Concession in the Island of 
Dalmab in the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, February 7, 1901, 


SSS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 46. 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Sir, Simla, caiores Pa a 
/ diteoted, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the - 
Reheat the action taken by you on an application made to She Ohiet of 
Abu Dhabi by Rattansi Purshottam, a British Indian merchant of Maskat, for the rigt 
ide on the Island of Dalmab. i ‘f 
een a ea osedlngs are approved, 1 aim to suggest that you should advise the Chief to 
show you a draft of the proposed Concession before coneliing te arrangement, 
v0, Be. 
(Signed) "J.B, WOOD 


SS 


Tnolosure 2 in No. 16. 


Lieutenont-Colonet Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, Deer 24, aa 
a ivi dence ending with your 

VE the honour to iuvite @ reference to the corresponden 
jeu Fun the 3rd October last, regarding the application oe Bete 
Rattroe’ Purshottam to the Chief of Abu Dhabi, ior permission to work red oxi 

Dalmab. 5 ue, 

bas pee heard from the ae iat a Cee i Relea plies 
ia sample of the red oxide, but has received no furthe 
Poa "The Chief, therefore, presumes that Rattansi Purshottam does not 
intend to proceed further in the matter. Bie tc 
(Signed), A, KEMBALL. 





a7 
No. 47. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 8.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 6th instant, regarding the movements of M. Zaroudny. 


India Office, February 8, 1903. 


Inclosure in No. 47, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Goverment of India 


(elegraphic.) 
YOURS of the 16th January: Zarondny. 
Instructions approved, Minister, Tliran, telegraphs to Foreign Office that 
Zarowlny is distributing arms to Baluchis in Seistan, Have you any information # 


India Office, February 6, 1901, 





No. 48, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received February 9.) 


India Office, February 8, 1901. 
M directed, in continuation of my letter of the 17th January last, to forward, 
for the information of the Marquess of Lansiowne, a copy of # Secret letter from the 
Government of India, dated the 17th January, on the subject of the murderous attack 
committed at El-Derya on the srd December, 1900, 

‘The Government of India adopting the expression of the officiating Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, Col Kembali, deseribe the scene of the murder as “in 
‘Turkish torritory.” It was perpetrated at a piace about 40 miles south of Katit by a 

Almurra tribe, and the only excuse suggested is that the Almurra had a 
blood fend against the Amameras, who reside in the Island of Balirein, The Chief of 
the Bahrein party, a cousin of the Sheikh of Rahrein, with other relatives, was amongst 
the vietims, ‘There scems to be no doubt that the outrae was without any justification, 
and ought to be punished. ‘The Sheikh was prepared to organize an expedition 

nst the Almurras, but he suggested to the Political Assistant at Babrein, as an 
tive, that His Majesty's Government should mike strong representations’ to the 
Turkish Government for the summary punishinent of the murderers, and Colonel 
Kembul, on receiving the Political Assistant's report, undertook that this should be 
done, 

.,, It is obvions, however, that His Majesty's Government cannot take this course 
Without implicitly asserting that the plice where the incident occurred is in Turkish 
territory, and that Babrein is under British protection, and botiy these assertions may be 
demurred to, In a recent correspondence regarting a piratieal attack on a Balrein 
vessel, which formed the subject of your letter dated the Sth May, 1900, it was decided 
not to raise at that moment the question of the status of the Bahreinese; and Lord 
George Hamilton is not aware that the district in which the offence took place has over 
been formally recognized by His Majesty's Government as ‘Turkish territory, As 
regards the former of these two questions, Lord George Hamilton desires me to invite 
attention to your letter, dated the 21st August, 189, inclosing' a note verbale, dated the 
(2th August of the same year, addressed by Sir Philip Currie to the Ottoman Porte, 
From that communication ‘and other correspondence the question whether Bahroin is 
under British protection would seem to be settled in the ailirmative; while, as regarls 
the second question, it appears to his Lordship that practically the mainland where the 
murller occurred is under Turkish suzerainty, and that His Majesty's Goverment would 
be justified in so regarding it. 

__in these circumstances, I am to suggest that tie facts might be brought to the 
notice of the Ottoman Poste, with a request that suitable punishment be inflicted upon 


the ane of the Almurra tribe, on the ground that the protecting British 





Government has restrained the Sheikh of Babrein for the present from taking his own 
measures to obtain redres 
Tam directed especially to call attention to the second paragraph of the Govern- 
ment of India’s letter, in which they ask that action may be taken as speedily as 
possible. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Se 


Inclosure 1 in No. 48. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Seeret.) 
My Lord, Fort William, January 17, 1901. 

LN Gontinuation of the Vieeroy’s telegram of the 9th instant, we have the honour 
to forward, for the information and consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, copies 
of letters regarding the outrage committed in Turkish territory on a party of 
Babreinese 

o. We shall be glad to loam ata very early date what action Her Majesty's 
Govetament decide to take in the matter, We consider it most desirable that repara- 
tion showld be obtained with the least possible delay. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) OURZON. 
E, U1. H. COLLEN. 
©. TREVOR, 
NZ. 


Triclosure 2 in No. 48, 


Tiewtenant-Colonet Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, December 24, 1900. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Government of India, 
4, very serious incident which recently occurred in Turkish territory, at a Hed 
El-Derya, some 110 or 40 miles south of Katif, when Sheikh Selman-bin-Diaij-el- 
Khalifih/a cousin of the Sheikh of Babrein, with bis son and sephew and twenty-three 
followers, were massacred by a marauding tribe, said to belong to the Behath section of 
the Almurra, Mr, Gaskin’s letter reporting the 6 ce is forwarded herewith, 

9, During my recent visit to Bahrein, the Chief, who has taken the matter very 
much to heart, spoke to me regarding it," He said that there were two courses open, 
cither that the British Government should represent the matter to the Turkish Govern- 
inent and urge the Tirkish authorities to give him redress, or that he should he allowed 
to organize an expedition to pursue and punish the murderers. 

8, Tis, in amy opinion, very undesirable that the Chief should be allowed to take 
tle matter into his own hands. Tt is very possible that he may be able to org 
expedition, but such an expedition would undoubtedly be objectionable to the Turkish 
Government, and it isimpossible to foresee what the result of such action on the Chiet's 
part would he, [accordingly advised the Chief to refrain from such an enterprise, and 
T promised him that T would represent the matter to the ‘Turkish authorities, through 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Bussora. 

_ ‘This [have now done, and 1 have also instructed Mr. Gashit, as early action 
is very desirable, to communicate direct with the Kaimakam of Katif in the matter. 


39, 
Inclosure 8 in No. 48. 
Mr. J. ©. Gaskin to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Balirein, December 12, 1900. 

THAVE the honour to forward, in original, for your information, a letter I have 
received froin the Chief of Babrein and copies of tvo Arabic Reports recorded in, this 
ihe regarding: the recent murder of Sheikh Selman-bin-Diaij-cl-Khalifab, his son Dini 
ort his nephew Abdul Rabman-bin-Rashid and twenty-three followers on the motning of 
the Sed instant by the Behaih section of the Almurra tribe at a locality called Hl-Derya 
oe he mainland in Turkich territory about 30 to 40 miles south of Kati 

Phe murdered Sheikh, on the 18th November, erossed to the mainland on a hunting: 
expedition, and took with him his two sons, Ding} and Bishir, a nephew named Abdu! 
Tehmancbin-itashid twenty followers and four companions, one from the Almurra, one 
from the Ajman and two from the Beni Hajir as a precaution against molestation from 
from Shes ty which they belong, A party of about fourteen men of the Dowasir tribe of 
Bahrain erossed at the same fime and encamped near Sheikh Selman, 

{appears that, on the 2nd instant, a large body of the Almurra Bedouins game on 
their camels from the interior, and, at nightfall, after tethering their camels a fow miles 
thom Sherkh Selman's camp, they surprised the hunting party # Tittle after midnight, and 
fron ered them all except Bishir and. {wo followers who eseaped with wounds. One of 
Tee Sheikh’s negroes is said to hove killed three of the attacking party, before he was 
illed. ‘The Dovasir lost-one man who happened to be in the Sheikh’s tent, but 
the reat of them managed to escape to their boats and offered no assistance to Sheikh 
Selman, 

Tgp also informed that, when Mahammad-bin-Abdal Wahab Pasha of Darain heard 
of the eamage, he went out with a number of persons and buried the vietims. 

Ti is aenerally thought that the enuse which led to these regrettable murders ix 
that, in 1808, some Amameras of Babrein, while engaged in hunting on the mainland, 
tint attacked by Almurra robbers, and tivo of their number were killed. ‘The Amameras, 
Teifeeven with the Almurr, killed the son of their Sheikh last yenr, and the Alnurra 
to arto the recent massnere to avenge their Chief's son. ‘The HI-Khalifah family of 
Tatecin bave, no blood-fent with the Almurra, and, though the Amamera are residents 
peipahtei, their behaviour cannot he considered as being suifieient ground for the 
‘Kinurrato-commit the niurders. Lam, therefore, of opinion that the hope of obtaining, 
plunder was the inducement, 

‘he Chief of Bahrein to Moharrag on the Sth instant in the afternoon, 
and on the following morning paid him a. visit to express my sympathies for his loss. 
THe bewgedd me to request you to move Her Majesty's Goverment to make strong 

ved ions to the Turkish Government for tho summary prnishment of the 

aerete added that, if the perpetrators of the outrage are permitted to remain 
uuppunishe prestige Dithorlo enjoyed by the Rulers of Bahrein through 
the protection afforded th the British Government will be destroyed, and it will 
be dhought that the people of Babrein are incompetent: to defend themselves, sand 
- will be open to tnuiel maltreatment shen met, by lawless tribesmen 5 

fees, he would he obliged to ask the British Government 

With the help of sone friendly tribes, an expedition against 


these murders are without parallel in the annals of Babvein, and Sheikh, Selman 
‘sas the most intelligent member of the ruling family, and his murder is much lamented 
te people While it is advisable to discourage the Chief organizing an 
padition to operate against the Almurra, who jnhabit the confines of the district of 
“A itassa, whielt is likely to give rise to complications with ‘Turkey, whieh it is desirabl 
io avoid, the ease is of too serious a tiatnre for our Government to allow it to pss 
vantiocd, without doing material harm to the valuc of our protection and to our 
ice in the Persian Gulf generally. T-would, therefore, venture to suggest that the 
‘overnment of India may be recommended to have strong representations made through 
Hier Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, with a view to compel the Ottoman 
Governmont to issue strong injunctions fo the Governor-General of Al-Hassa for the 
capture and punisliment of the persons concerned in the outrage. 


——————— 
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Tnclosure in No. 48, 


‘Translated purport of a Letter from Sheikh Isa-bin-Ali-el-Khalifah, Chief of Bakrein, to 
te Gee Political Agent, Bahrein, dated the 17th Shaban, 1818 (December 10, 
100). 


{After compliments.) 

1 BEG to inform you of what has befallen Sheikh Selman and his followers. 

On the night of Monday, the 12th Shaban (3rd Deeember, 1900), he was on bis way 
to Darin, from a shooting excursion with. the object of returning to Bahre 
were all asleep, and were awakened at about seven hours after sunset, a 
number of men of Almurra tribe, who had come on eamels, ad horses with them 
and were armed, and they attacked (Sheikh Selman’s party’). Sheikh Selman eame out 
personally to see and identify them (the attacking party). "When they saw Selman, they 
attacked and killed him, his son Diaij, his nephew Abdul Rabman-bin-Rashid and twenty 

Four persons were also wounded. I have written this letter for your 


__My said brother (cousin +) was also accompanied by men belonging to the Beni 
Hajir, Ajman and Almurra tribes who have also been killed, 1 request an answer in this 
matter, 


Inclosure 5 in No, 48. 


Information collected after inquiry regarding the Murder of Sheikh Selman-bin-Diaij and 
his Party. 
(Pranslation.) 

PERSONS who arrived from Katif on the sith December, 1100, report that 
Muhnsmad-bin-Jabbara was in his boat near the shore off Darain, whieh is south of 
Dammam, ‘The Bedonins of that part informed Muhammad-bin 
befallen Sheikh Selman-bin-Diajj at the hands of Almurra, Ho at once went to Darain 
and informed Mubammad-bin-Abdul Wahab, who went to Katif with some men, He also 
collected some more men at Katif, and with most of his men went to Sheikh Khaled. 
bin-Ali, who had gone on a shooting excursion outside Katif, near a village called Safoa, 
and informed him of the murder of Sheikh Selman and his men, He himself remained 
with Sheikh Khaled, but sent his vomaining men to Derya, where they saw the corp 
Which were. twenty-ni OF these, three helonzed to the attacking party of 
Alwurra, istingnished the corpses of Sheikh Selman, his son Diaij, his 
nephew (Abdul Rahinan), eighteen followers, and of the two Beni Hajirs, one Ajman, 
and one Almurra Bedouins, who liad accompanied Sheikh Selman, and one of the 
Dowasir tribe, hey buried them, 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 48. 


Details of the Incident connceted with (the Murder of) Sheikh Selimun, 


(Trapslation,) 

‘ON the 18th November, 1900, Sheikh Selman.bin-Diaij left Bahrein with a view to 
shoot at a place called Darain on the mainland, He was accompanied by his sons 
Diajj and Busbir, twenty-two followers, and Bedouin companions, viz. one of Almurr 
one of Ajman, and two of Beni Hajir tribes, About fourteen men of the Dowasir tribe 
had also followed him. On the night of Mond rd. [5th 2] December, seven 
hours atter sunset, many Alnurra Bedonins attacked them (Sheikh Selian and his party). 
‘hey liad come on camels, ore camel having earied more than one person, near a pl 
calied Derya. ‘Tey had horses with them, They left their camels at s distance to 
rest. hoy (Selman and his party) were and were unaware (of the presence of 
the Bedouins, Suddenly they were fired. an, lis son Diaij, and five other 
persons were sleeping in a tout, others being "After they were avakened, 
they became confused, Only a few men were able to get hold of their arms. ‘The 
Redouins surrounded them and oyened rifle fire. None of them (Sheikh Selman’s 
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were saved except. two, viz., Sheikh Selman’s son Bushir and his slave Jowher, 
Party) were vaded, bat they effected their escape, ‘The Doxasirs were near them 
(Sheikh Selman’s party), and though they heard the firing, they did not come to their 
Kcsistance, ‘The Bedonins, after the incident, took avay the arms and things of the 
murdered men, ‘The next morning Bushir and Jowher went to the Dowasirs and came 
ith them to Bahrein, which they reached on the Sth December, 1900. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 48. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Fort William, eee a0; BO, 
AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 24th December, 
in with snelonarees reporting the murder in ‘Turkish territory of Sheikh Selman-bin- 
Diaij-el-K halifah, a cousin of the Sheikh of Bahrein, with his son and nephew and twent 
three followers, . F ‘i 
9, The Secretary of State for India has been addressed on the subject, and « 
farther communication will be made to you as soon as possible, Meanwhile you may, it 
you see no objection, jnform the Sheikh that the Government of India have received the 
news of the outrage with deep regret, ‘ 
'3. You should report any further particulars which may reach you, 





No. 49. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received February 11) 


THLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under- 
Seoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
reganling the movements and actions of M. Zaroudny, 


India Office, February 11, 1901. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 49, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


‘Telegraphic, India Office, February 6, 1901. 
le SUES of tho 10Kh January: Zaroudny. Instructions approved. Minister, 

wran, telegraphs to Foreign Office that Zaroudny is distributing arms to Buluchis in 
Seistan. Have you any information ¢ 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 49. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Melegraphic.) _ February 9, 1901. 
YOUR Loniship’s telegram of the 6th February. Our information is that 
Yaxoudny has taken with him one or two donkey-loads of guns, and that some rifles 
accompany Russian doctor to Seistan, but there is nothing at present to connect them 
with Seistan Baluchis; they may possibly be for quarantine guard on Afghan frontior, 





(1615) 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No, 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 15, 1901. 

WITH reference to the last paragraph of Mr. Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 1 of the 
7th ullimo, L authorize you to make fresh representations to the Persian Government 
in regard to the issue of iegal bank notes, if it appears to you desirable todo so 

am, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 16,) 


Sir, India Office, Febreary 15, 1901, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Indin to revert to your letter, dated 
the 7th June, 1900, expressing the concurrence of Lord Salisbury in the proposal 
thatthe Sulian of Haushabis should take} quiet possession of a small fort at 
Ad Daroja, 

It was at first represented that this fort had been occupied by Turkish troops, and 
that they had withdrawn from it: but later information showed that ono Muhammed 
Nasir Makhibul, of Nomar, a Turkish subject, had established himself in the position, 
‘nd he appears still to hold it, Colonel Ponsonby, in his interview with the Minister 
of War, reported in Sir N, O'Conor's despatch No. 107,” dated the 26th March, 1900, 
was told by the Minister that no aggressive movement on the part of the Turks had 
taken placo or would ocour, In these circumstances the intrusion of the ‘Turkish 
subject seemed to the Seerctary of State for India a matter with which the local Chief 
‘and the Resident: at Aden might deal, and on the 10th Jima the Viceroy was informed 
that the Resident at Aden should advise the Sultan of the Haushabis to take quiet 
possession of the fort, 

For various reasons the action then authorized tins not been taken, and the 
Viceroy, in a telegram, dated the 17th January, of which T inclose » copy, proposed 
that the ‘Turkish Government should be pressed to direct the withdrawal of 
Muhammed Nasit from Haushabi territory, Subsequently the Viceroy was addressed 
iy the Seoretary of Stato by telegram, dated the 22nd January, and the reply of his 
Hxcelleney, dated tho Gth Rebruary, has now been received, and is inclosed. Lord 
George Hamilton is inelin ‘est that it would be better to take note of the 

nees given to Colonel Ponsonby by the Minister of War on the 19th March, and 

‘Yurkish Government that the Haushabi Sultan, supported by the Aden 

‘Will proceed shortly to expel the intruder from Ad Dareja, unless 

the fort is immedintely vacated by him. ‘There is no doubt that the fort is within the 

limits of tho Haushabis, who are under British protection, but it may be advisable, 

with reference to the communications that have alwady passed between Ilis Majesty's 

Ambassador at Constantinople and the Minister for War, that the Turkish Government 

should lave notice of the orders which Lord George Hamilton now proposes to issue, 

If the Ottoman Porte docs not undertake to enforce Muhammed Nasir Makhbul’s 

withdrawal from the fort, the requisite authority to act in the sense above indicated 
ean be at once conveyed to the Government of India. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 51. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Tetegraphic,) January 17, 1901, 
MY telegram of 10th January: Ad Dareja. 
Your telegram of the 10th June was communicated to Resident at Aden on the 
22nd June, but no action was possible upon it as fort had not been evacuated. I 


* Sce also Sir N, O'Coaor's No. 179, May 22, 1900. 
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think Turkish Goyerument should again be pressed to direct withdrawal of Muhammed 
Nasir from Haushabi territory (see Ponsonby’s letter to O’Conor of the 26th March). 
Government of Bombay have sent you direct on the 9th instant further papers regarding 
proceedings of Lahej Sultan. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) 
YOUR telogram, 17th: Ad Dareja. 
Fear useless to press Turkish Government; but: what assistance from Aden would 
be necessary to enable Haushabi Sultan toremove Muhammed Nasir? Do you recom- 
mend suggesting this step to Foreign Oilice ? 


India Office, January 22, 1901, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 51. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram of 22nd January; Ad Dareja, 

Resident at Aden thinks that, provided Turks do not support their own Sheikh, 
Maushabi Sultan could probably eject Mubammied, Nashe without assistanco, except, 
Petians, grant of some grins, money, and aninanition, thik that best pn would 

to inform Turkish Government’ that, as fort in undoubtedly Haushabi territory 
continues to be occupied by a Turkish subject, there will be no alternative but 
to allow bis expulsion by the IHaushabl Chief, unles he is atone ordered to evacuate 
by them. 


February 6, 1901. 





No, 62, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, February 16, 1901, 
‘our Excellency herewith copies of comespondenee with the 
India Office, ax marked -gin,* relative to an attack made on a party of 
Bahre 1 Darya, south of El Katif, on the Arabian coast of the Persian Gulf, 
T request that you will inform me, with the least possible delay, of your views, on 
the suggestion of the Secretary of State for India that the facts should! he brought, to 
the notice of the Turkish Government, and that they should be called upon to inflict 

suitable punishment on the assailants, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 63. 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February 18.) 


(No. 58.) 

My Lond, Constantinople, February 11, 1901. 
WITH reference to Mr. de Bunsen’s No. 445 of the 24th December, 1900, 1 

haye the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which L 

have received from Consul Devey respecting a German coaling station on Farsan 


Islands, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. RB. O'CONOR. 


* Nov, 20, 48, and 56, 
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Inclosure in No. 53. 


Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 6. Confidential.) 
Sir, Jeddah, January 25, 1901. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 95 of the Ist November, 1900, I have the 
honour to state tliat the reports of a German coal store under German flag having been 
ostablished at Kumh Island, of the Farsan Group, continue to he circulated, in spite 
of authoritative denial on the part of Government, I hear that sailors of many 
of the native sailing eraft plying in those waters repeat this story, though no one has 
maintained the assertion that I know of. However, I saw the Commodore of this 
port a day or two ago privately, when he gave some colour to theso rumours by saying 
that the ship of war “Beyrout’” liad instructions to look into the matter on leaving 
Jeddah the Ist ultimo, and that he might himself have to proceed to the spot to insist 
upon the owners removing their unauthorized store. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) G. P. DEVEY, 





No, 54. 


Sir N. U'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 18,) 


a 0, 
My Lor Constantinople, February 11, 1901. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit to. your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
from the Acting Vice-Consul at Hodeidn reporting on tke state of affairs in the 


Yemen, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


ee 
Tnclosure in No. 54, 
Viee-Consul Husain to Consul Devey. 


Hodeida, January 18, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on the ard November, 1100, an Arab Sheikh 
‘Abdulla Buni Pasha, Ibrahim, Adham Kaimakam of Bajil, and a battalion of soldiers 
imder the command of a Major, were sent to Dahi to collect the Government taxes from 
the Arabs living in the vieinity of Dai, 

Syed Omar Mohetile, Syed Husain Asla, Mohamed Juluri, Elmokarrik, and 
Syed Omar Dareshi, the Hendmen of Dahi, were sent by the Turkish officers to the 
tribes to ask their Sheikhs to come and pay 4,000 dollars, the Gorernment dues, 

he Bedouin Sheikhs refused to meet the Government officials, but agreed to pay 
the 4,000 dollars demanded, 

To punish tho Arab Sheikhs for refusing to meet the Government officers, the 
soldiers were moved to Der Harish, the place where these tribes live, and a collision 
enulled between the Arabs and the soldiers, in which 107 soldiers are said to have been 
Killed and wounded, and in the fray the Major in command lost his life. 

‘Miter this the troops with the Kaimakam returned to Bajil and information 
was given to the Vali at Sanaa, 4,000 more troops, with a few pieces of artillery, 
wore sent from Zaliro, Rakha, and Hodeida, to punish the offenders, with the result 
That this time the villages of the insurgents were occupied by the troops, where they 
stayed for about twenty-four days, and the expedition returned after realizing a fine of 
40,000 dollars, paid in sheep, goats, and camels from the rebellious tribes, and also 
brought forty prisoners, to of whom are Sheikhs of the tribes, 

ihe total losses of the Turkish soldiers is said to be about 250, while the losses of 
the Arabs is not known, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. MOHAMMAD HUSAIN. 
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No. 55. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 18.) 


THE. Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of two letters 
from the Resident at Aden, dated the Sth February, and inclosures, regarding the 
affairs of Arabia, 


India Office, February 18, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 55. 
Hadhramaut News. 


THE Jamadar Awadth-bin-Omar went a month ago with sbout 500 soldiers to 
Maifa, and he intends to occupy Hajr, which is about 40 miles northward from Maifa. 
Tt lies midway between Maifa and Dooan, and is eapable of high cultivation, It 
contains several lakhs of datestrees, and is called the Bastch of Dooan, ‘The streams 
which flow into Maifa come from the river of Hajr, which is very copious. The tribes 
which rule this country in a lawless manner were at first combined tor the purpose of 
resistance, but after some negotiation it was settled that they should cede the place to 
him in consideration of his paying annually to the Shaikhs 200 dollars, and that: they 
and their Sayids should be exempted in future from taxes and custom duty, but: the 
Shaikhs at last changed their mind, as their Chief would not agree to the cession. 

(Later news, ‘The Jamadar made Arrangements and Agreements with the tribes, 
Int did not do so with the Ba Sabara, who after he left looted a quantity of cattle, &e,, 
from Maifa.) 

he Jamadar has returned at the end of Ramadhan to Mokalla, and is said to be 
proceeding to Shehr. hhews, Hoosain aud Munasir, are still riling Shebr and Al 
Ghail (where the 3). ‘The Jamadar and his nephews have not come to « 
settlement of their diff In Rajab last _he went with his Yafai soldiers and 
Sceilees to Shehr, and wanted to send his nephews away, one to India and the other to 
Hadhramaut, so that he might get possession of Shebr and Al Ghail, ke. They refused, 
ear Ne gaat torhave sougled he Watat an Seeder, but thoy would not fght again 
hiis nephews, as they remember the kindness of their fathers, andl in reality they are woll 
inclined towards his nephews, who by their Arabian habits and customs and hospitality 
are endeared to the troops as well as to the people, At Inst the Jamadar ealled the 
Chief Sayid (Monsab) of Ainat to arbitrate in regard t» the joint movable inheritance of 
their father and the Jamadar, but the Monsab failed to decide the matter. It is 
reported that th called for 500 Rohillas (some say 1,100) from India, so 
as to wake a demonstration against his nephews, and that the Robillas are expected 
shortly to arrive at Shehr, but this is likely to give umbrage to the Yafni and Seedee 
troops, and his nephews have a large mimber of men, and may have on their side the 
Yafai and Scedee troops, The Jamadar gives out that he intends to make a pilgrimage, 
passing through Aden next month, 

‘Dooan is not sufficiently garrisoned, and the Bedouins are prowling about it and 
robbing the suburbs of towns.” There are not 200 soldiers to protect all the tovas in 
Dooan, ‘The Jamadar levies a transit duty on all goods and food from Mokalla to 
Dooan, j-dollar per camel load, and also levies taxes on the erops of lands, and when he 
falls short of money he levies a contribution of 500 dollars from each town, but after all 
the country is not secure from the invasions of Bedouins. 

Dated the 27th January, 1901. 


[1613] 
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(Confidential.) ‘Aden Residency, February 5, 1901. 
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Seeretary, Politial and Secret Depart- 
ment, India Office, London, for information. 
opies have been forwarded to the Goverment of Bombay and to the Quarter 
master. General of India, Intelligence Branch, Simla, 
(Signed) I. B, PENTON, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident. 


Tnclosure 2 in S 


Yeinen Neirs. 


THERE is a great deal of friction between the Vieeroy and the ‘Turkish 
Commander-i ‘ef, who aspired to have the civil and military command like his 
predegessomn, und an) attempt was made some time ago to blow up hy gunpowder the 
Wcoroy's Palace, but it failed in its object, and the adjoining howse vas burnt with 4 
Fate. the: Viceroy is popular amongst the people, but be ix hated by the off 
aaa One Chief of the Zaldees, by name Al Mikdad, is said to be marching. with 
2,000 men against 'Parkist territor 

Hswinen-'Che Turks are fortifying it, and a garrison of 350 men are kept in it, 

‘Me Hedjac-Mecen Reilioay air? Teegraph.—Ut is reported that the telegraph wire 
has been completed to Medina, and will be extended to M Large quantities of 
sleepers and ott fi ng in Beyrout (Syria). 

Dated the 


(Confidential.) Aden Residency, February 5, 1901, 
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Depart- 
ment, India Office, London, for information. 
Copies have been forwarded to the Government of Bombay and the Quartermaster- 
General of India, Intelligence Department, Simla, 
(Signed) ii, E. PENTON, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident. 





No. 56. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 1S, 1901. 

T LALD before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letters of the 17th ultimo and 
sth instant, relative Co an attack made on a party of Bahreinese at El Derya, south of 
HI Kati 

With reforonce to Lord G, Hamilton’s suggestion that the facts should be brought 
to the notice of the Porte with a request for tho punishment of the assailants, I am 
fiweted by Lord Lansdowne to inquire whether, apart from the inconvenience of 
faising with the Turkish Goverment the question of the status of the inhabitants of 
Bahrein, Lord @, Hamilton hay considered the question whether it is desirable to 
take teommunieation. to the Porte implying tat His Majesty's Government regard 
the toritory in whieh tho attack was mide ay being under the jurisdiction of the 
Sultan. 

Tr the 6th paragraph ofa letter from the India Office of the 2nd November, 1885, 
ie mae proposed thal Ter Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople should be informed 
that Her Majesty's Government did not consider that the Porte was in elfective 
ocoupation of the Arabian coast beyond Katif, 

MMcopy of that letter was transmitted to Sir W. White for his guidance, 

23nd April, 1893, Sir C. Ford, who succeeded Sir W. White as Her 
‘Ambassador ‘at Constantinople, reported in a despatch, of which a copy was 

Totter fom this Office of the 20th of the same month, that he had 

pointed out to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs that Her Majesty's Govern 
aon hilst admitting the sovereignty of the Sultan over the territory from Bussoral, 
MaeNT Kali cousidered that tho coast running to the south of that place was looked. 


oT 


upon as debateable land. Sir C. Ford added that ‘Her Majesty’s Government had 
Upon a sity arrangements with the native Chieis along that, coast by which it was 
caer that disputes arising there were to be referred for settlement to the British 
Resident at Bushire. 7 i es 
et Lansdowne would be glad fo have Lord G. Hamilton's views of this point. 
‘copy of your Ietior under reply will be forwarded to S¥ N. O'Conor by the 
messenger leaving this Office on Tuesday next, the 10th instant, with a request for 
his Excelleney's observations. 


Tam, &e. : 
(Signed) -‘T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 57. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 


Foreign Office, Kebruary 19, 1901. 
WITH refer + Marquess of Salisbury's telegram No. 86 of the ath 
une 4900, T transmit to your Excellency herewith copies of tro letters from the 
June Glee” relative to tie small fort at Ad Daroja in the Haushabi. territory, 
ocar Aden. 
sit app 
subject, Laut! 


Nasir does 
necessary by thi 





No. 58. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 205 1901. 
WITEE reference to your letters of the 20th ultimo and 15th instant, 7 oan 
dimoted by the Marquess ‘of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
ate Se State for India, a copy of a despatcht which his Lordship has addressed 
Tee atie Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople on the subject of the fort at Ad 
Dareja in the Haushabi territory, near Aden. 
Tam, Se. 
(Signed) it, H, SANDERSON. 





No. 59. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received February 21.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter ‘of the 11th February, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for 
aor anion of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Vieoroy, dated. 
the 20th February,regarding the actions of M. Zaroudni in Persia, 


India Office, February 20, 1901. 


* Nos. 20 and 51. 








Tnelosure in No. 59. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Welographie.) February 20, 1901. 
MY telegram of the 9th February. 
Bonn telegraphs, 6th February, from Robat that Zaroudni has camel load {? loads] 
‘of rifles, which he distributes as presents. 





No. 60. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received February 27.) 


TN continuation of this Office letter of the 4th December, the Under-Secretary of 
State for Indi presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
information ‘of the Secretary of State, inclosures in Government of India Foreign 
Secretary's letter of the 81st January, regarding a pearl-fishing Concession granted hy 
the Chief of Abu Dthabi. 

Tt is requested that these papers, which are sent in original, may be retuned to 
this Office when done with, 


India Office, February 26, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 60. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Condentil) Bushire, December 3, 1900. 
1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter dated the 
Tth November on the subject of the permission granted by the Chief of Abu Dthabi to 
one Ratansi Parshotam to dive for pearls at the pearl bank which is situated within the 
Chief's jurisdietion, 

Oui object, as T understand it from @ perusal of the correspondence referred to by 
you, as well as other papers on the subject which are on record in this Office, in 
discouraging foreign enterprise within the waters of the Persian Gulf, is primarily to 
protect the Arabs from any unauthorized infringement of their rights, Tt did not 
Appear to me that an enterprise of the nature now under reference, whieh, altho 
financed and equipped bya British Indian subject, was apparently to be worked by Arabs 
themselves, was open to objection, 

It appeared to me that the incident was similar to that which occurred in 1883, 
whon the Government of India observed (vide Foreign Department letter dated the 
12th July, 1883) that “if the person in question finds it possible to make an arrangement 
in regard to pearl fishing with the Arabs of the coast, there would apparently be no 
objection to his doing so, on the clear understanding that he should not claim British 
protection.” 

Ratansi Parshotam isa British Indian subject, and his present enterprise, although 
now appears unohjetionale, would certainly be open to objection if through its 
medium European enterprise is likely to be attracted, I propose, however, to visit the 
Arab coast shortly, and will satisfy myself more exactly as to the nature of the 
Concession which has been granted by the Chief of Abu Dihabi, and I will in due 
course submit a further report, 


No. 59. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 22.) 


(No. 5.) , 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, February 22, 1901, 


THAVE received a report from His Majesty’s Consul-General at ‘Tabrees, stating 
that a earriage-road concession from Julfa to ‘Tubreez is being pressed for by Russia, 

Tn reply’ to this demand last autumn the Shah undertook that this road should be 
constructed by himself, but he agreed that. concession should lapse to a Russian 
Company if road were not begun by March of this year. No commencement having 
vot Leen made, fulfilment of this promise will probably be claimed by Company. I 
fave received a telegram from Sir N. O'Conor, stating that a report of Russian 
pressure for this rond is current at Constantinople, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 60. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


inquiries reg 

the interior, ersOns. 

that nothing in the form of a Con Ratansi Parshotam, 
who merely asked for permission which was acceded 
to by the Chief. It further appears that the ted in a 
conzderable loss, [informed the Chief" peopl 

not be granted by him, and that should a British subject make a reque 

nature to him hereafter, he should refer the applicant to the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf. 1 intend to write to the Chief to this effect. 

DT took the opportunity of obtaining the views of the Chief of Babrein and other 
Trucial Chiefs, whom I met during my tour, as to whether any Chief had the right to 
give permission of this nature. ‘The consensus of opinion was to the effect that no 
Ghiof had the right to give any such permission, as the peatling banks were the common 
property of the const Arabs, and, further, that it was probable that the Arab divers 
engaged in pearling operations along the Arab coast would not view with equanimity the 
sap duction amongst themselves of divers equipped with European diving dress. 

T haye, &c. 
(Signed) G. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


a SS 


No. 61. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 27.) 


(Confidential.) 

NEE Under-Seerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Frere? herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegram 
fo the Viceroy, dated the 26th February, regarding the Turkish fort at Ad Dareja. 


India Office, February 27, 1901. 


———_—_—_—_— 


Inclosure in No. 61. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic. India Office, February 26, 1901. 
‘YOURS of 6th February: Ad Dareja. 
O’Conor has been authorized, if he sees no objection, to remind Porto of assurances 
ts reported in his despatches of 26th Mareh and 22nd May last, and to 
Mint t Mahomed Nasir does not immediately vacate fort, Haushabi 
Sultan, supported if necessary by Aden garrison, will shortly expel him. 
Please quietly make necessary preparations, but take no overt action without 
farther instructions. 


ee 


(1645) 








No. 62, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received February 28.) 


(No, 6.) 
{elegy P, Tehran, February 28, 1901. 

HIS Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez reports that on the 26th instant the 
insignia of the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour were presented to the Vali Ahd 
by the Acting French Consul. 





No. 63, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 2.) 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 11, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to report that Tarrived at ‘Tehran on the afternoon of the 
th instant, and was received at Enzeli, at Resht, and at the entrance to the eapital with 
the cnstomary ceremonial. 

At ton this moming E proceeded to the Palace with the staif of His Majesty's 
Legation, and had the honour of being received in audience by His Majesty the Shah. 

L tend in English the speech of which I have the honour to inclose a copy 
herewith, a translation of it heing subsequently ‘and T delivered to 
His Imperial Majesty the King's letter accrediting me as B i 

or Plen to his Court, I also presented to His Imperial Majesty the 
gi ce with the traditional usage at this Court, I had brought 
with me from England, and which he was graciously pleased to accept. 

‘he Shah assured me of the pleasure felt by Vim at, the friendly sentiments 
which.I had been instructed to express on behalf of His Majesty the King, and of his 

rogret that he had been unable to visit Her late lamented Majesty the 
Queen in England on the occasion of his. re ign tour, It was, however, he 
said, his intention to make a second journey to Europe in a year or two years’ time, 
and he tlien hoped to he able to visit London, 1 replied that I felt sure the King, 
who as Prince of Wales had had the pleasure of meeting his illustrious father, 
Nast-ed-din Shah, would gladly welcome Mis Imperial Majesty to his capital. 

‘After I had presented to the Shah the members of His Majesty’s Legation and 
His Majosty’s Consul-General at Ispahan, His Imperial Majesty was pleased to allow 
me to withdraw, and I then visited His Highness the Atabek-i-Azam, his Excellency 
oe Bua -Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and His Imperial Highness the 

hoi 


lship, 
and 


friendly personal relations which had been established on the occasion of his own 
visit to England between his Lordship and himself, He went on to speak very 
highly of tho services rendered by Mr. Spring-Rice in maintaining, whilst acting as 
Chargé d’Affaires here, the most cordial relations between the British and Persian 
Governments, and of his own earnest desire to cultivate the closest friendship with 
His Majesty’s Government, 

he Atabek-i-Azam and the Foreign Minisier returned my visits at His Majesty's 
Legation this afternoon, and Captain Schneider will to-morrow take the usual 
present on my bebalf to His Highness. 

THis Imperial Highness the Zil-es-Sultan addressed to me on my artival bere a 
letter of welcome to Persia, coupled with assurances of his warm friendship and 
Admiration for England, for which I have sent him a telegram and letter of 


LThave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


m1 


Tnclosure in No, 63. 


Speech by Sir A, Hardinge, 

‘Your Imperial Majesty, r 

wet King ‘hy august Master, lins been graciously plensed to confirm me in the 
appointment which Her late Majesty the Queen Victoria, of glorious memory, had 
Feet to confer on me, of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at 
sexe Imperial Majesty's Court, and 1 have now the honour to presont the Royal lester 
hecrediting me in that capacity. Z 
seer TF King’s eamost desire to continue and consolidate the close and eordin 
relations which have subsisted for several centuries back between the Courts of Grent 
vations vt Persia, and I need scarcely, assure your Majesty that T shall constant 
aay un to the utmost of my ability, to give effect to His Majesty's wishes in this 
respect. ‘ 

Pethie long-standing friendship and community of interests existing botween the 
two States, whose territories, since the extension of the King's authority, as Emperoroe 
Tidis,ovey British Beluchistan, lias become conterminous, wil, I feel assured, rondor 
ranaaty an easy and an agreeable ono; and I rely with the fullest confidence on the 
friendly co-operation of the able Ministers to whom your ‘Majesty has intrusted the 
direction of your affairs. A 

Ttld venture, in conclusion, to give expression to the widespread regrot felt 
fn England that the mourning, into which the Court was unhappily plunged at the 
time of your Imperial Majesty's visit to Europe, prevented the inclusion of London 
among. the capitals which wore privileged to welcome you, and to add my own 
respectful. congratulations on your Imperial Majesty's ‘safe return to your own 
dominions. 

T trast that the Divine Providence, which recently interposed at a moment, of 
grave danger to protect life so precious to the inhabitants of your vast Bmpi 
may continue to bless your Imperial Majesty with a long, a happy, and a glorious 
reign. 





No, 64. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received March 2) 


5. 
My Lon, ‘Tehran, February 12, 1901. 

T ILAVE the honour to report that two Russian officials, one a high employé of 
the Russian Ministry of the Interiox, and the other a Colonel of Cossacks from Tittis, 
who is a trained surveyor, haye recently visited Kermanshah, fi 

They came there from Urumiah, and left vit Khorunabad and Distal for 
Mohammerah, whenee they intend returning through the Bakhtiari country to 
Ispahan. 

Mey informant, an absolutely trustworthy person, gave the names of both these 
offivors: but as 1 did not wish to display too great an interest in their movements T did 
not take them down. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR TH, HARDINGE. 





No, 65, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansilowne—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 16,) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 6, 1901. 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that during the month of Ramazan 
some excitement was caused by the violent preaching of a certain Mullah who is semi- 
insane, and has already been expelled from Meshed and Kerbela. 
Tis preaching was directed against wealthy Mulluhs, persons who do not wear beards, 
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‘Armenians and Jews. It culminated in a violent invective against these last which 
resulted in aa attack by a mob of 2,000 persons on the Jewish quarter, 

No attempt seems to have been made to restrain this person or to prevent the very 
probable outbreak of popular fanaticism which ensued. 

‘Phe Jewish quarter was plundered ; nobody was severely hurt, and as the business 
of the Tsraelite colony here mainly consists in selling goods on commission, the stolen 
property belonged chiefly to Mussulmans, 

‘The Atabeki Azam was ill at the time, and was generally supposed to be adopting 
the policy, which Sir M. Durand reported on several oceasions, of shutting himself up in 
his Anderum in order to mark his displeasure at his treatment by the Shab. 

‘As soon as the outbreak occurred His Highness showed a considerable degree of 
energy and ordered military measures to be taken at once which put a stop to the 
disorder. 

He then represented to the Shab that the disorders were caused by certain of his 
enemies with a view to discredit him and bring about foreign intervention. 

‘Tho result was the exile of two of his most prominent opponents, one of whom, the 
Mukber-os-Saltanch, was the former Minister of Police, and known in that eapacity by bis 
energy and ability. He was, however, personally objectionable to the Russians. 

“Phe Nast-uleMulk, who was special Delegate to various European Courts, including 
that of England, and who lately accompanied the Shah to Europe, was sent as Governor 
to Kurdistan, and the Master of the Ceremonies, the Head of the Dervishes of Persia, 
and feared as @ possible advocate of reform, was appointed to the Governorship of 
Mozanderan. 

"All the persons were friends of the Hakim-ul-Mulk, and their exile from ‘Tebran hi 
immensely increased the Atabeki Azam’s prestige. His Highness’ friends now maintain 
that the Hakimeul-Mulk himself will have to retire, in which case the Atabeki Azam will 
enjoy « position of unchallenged supremacy. 

‘On the other hand, if inthe struggle which is now proceeding at the Shah’s hunting 
lodge the Hakim gets the better of his rival, there will probably be a change of Chief 
‘Ministers unless Russia intervenes. ‘The Hakim himself has no desire to be Sadr Azam, 
but having seen the exile of most of his friends, will probably be forced to demand a change 
of Ministers in selfedefence. 

Tt is somewhat remarkable that the Shah’s inclinations appear to have no influence in 
the situation one way or the other, and his Chief Minister appears to induce his Royal 
Master, without much difficulty, to exile from his capital all persons who are supposed 
to be hostile to the unchecked power of a subject. 

L may add that it is a further sign of the decline of British influence here that all the 
porsons exiled are popularly supposed to be friends of England. 

Thave made tio representation of any sort to the Atabeki Azam on the subject of the 
above events. But on receiving the news of the attack on the Jewish quarter (where two 
‘or three British subjects have their establishments), 1 called at the Foreign Minister’s 
to ask what measures had been taken, and have subsequently addressed a note to his 
Excellency asking for compensation. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


2 SS 
No, 66. 


‘Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne, (Received March 4.) 


0. 17.) 
'y Lon, Tekran, February 6, 1901, 
I! may be useful to place on record the fact that the Roman Catholic Church 
does not permit members of the Roman Catholic Mission in Persia to attempt to 
proselytize among Moslems, Occasional visits used to be paid to the Mission by 
Mahoutmelans anzious for instruction in Christain doctrine, but these have now 
ecased. 
On the other hand, the American Presbyterian Mission, though never attempting 
to proselytize openly in Tehran, sends out its members into the country districts, 
Whdren at iho. favitation of Mahommedaas, semi-puio meetings aro beld, with 


discussions, on the subject of bible history. I may observe that, according to the Koran 
all good Moslems must accept the bible as true, and as long as nothing is said at these 
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ings offensive to Mussulman feeling, no objection can be taken to these pro- 
ete sensi san balf of the work of the Afission is conducted by their schools and 
Hocpital at Tehran and their travelling doctors. I understand from the United 
States’ Minister that he has impressed on the Mission the necessity of proceeding with 
Seats catest caution, and it is probably owing to the great tact possessed by its 
Hiombers that their work, while meeting with great success, has not led to any 
outbreak of fanaticism. 

Lhave, &. 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 67. 
Mr. Spring-Rice (o the Marquess of Lansdoune,— (Received March 4.) 


ge ee Tehran, February 6, 1901. 


WITH reference toa paragraph in the “Times” to the effect that the Shab 
has iswued a Firman for fhe encouragement of Armenian schools, T have the honour to 
Mate that L asked the Armenian Bishop whether it was correct. A 

He informed me that such a Firman was in fact issued at Tabreea during the 
Shah's stay there, but it did not seem to have been published elsewhere, nor did he 
attach much importance to it. 5 : 

Tre stated, however, that he had no cause to complain of the Persian Government, 
and that, as a” general rule, Armenians were well treated here, although there was an 
‘occasional outburst of fanaticism. 

The number of Armenians in Persia he estimated at 15,000 families, or about 

10,000 souls. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GRCIL SPRING-RICH, 





No, 68. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 20. Secret.) 

My Lord, Tehran, February 6, 1901, 
YTD is not impossible that the Imperial Bank may be asked for an advance of 

1,000,000 tomans (200,0001,) on the security of the customs revenues of the gulf 
rts. 

PothDhe deficit at the end of next year will amount to about 1,500,000 tomans 

(300,0007.), and the Bank may, I understand, be asked for an advance on their current 

account with the Government. ‘This will not be a loan within the meaning of the 

clause in the Russian Loan Agreement, ‘Tho Bushiro customs bring in about 

7,000 tomans (1,4001,) a-week, so the security would be ample. 

T suggested, however, that the Bank should demand the Mohammeralt customs a 
an additional guarantee. "This would solve the question raised at the time of the Loan 
Convention, as the Persian Government would be anxious to so interpret the contract 
as to increase their own credit. 3 

‘The Director of the Bushire Customs has been dispatched to Mohammerah with a 
view to arriving at an amicable arrangement with the Sheikh, 

T have made no communication on the subject to the Porsian Government or to 
MM. Naus, as it was apparent last. year that the former would not consent, under. any 
circumstances, to any form of British interference, although the latter, for business 
reasons, was anxious to make use of the good relations which exist between the British 
authorities and the Sheikh. 

1 venture to repeat the warning already tade, that it may be thi intention of the 
Persian Government to raise the neighbouring tribes against the Sheikh with the 
‘object of expelling him, in which case a period of great disorder will follow. But it is 
= ae the object of M. Naus is morely to secure the direct administration of 

1645] 
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the Mohammerah customs for purely business reasons, as such a step is a necessary 
part of the Customs reform which he has instituted. 


This matter formed the subject of Lord Salisbury’s telegram No. 31 of tho 
20th March, 1900. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 69, 


Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 6, 1901. 

WITH reference to my telegram, Commercial, of the 8rd December, 1900, on 
the subject of claims, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the Persian 
Goyernment have appointed a Special Agent to proceed to Bushire to investigate 
British claims in concert with His Majesty's Residency. 

sci susosted that nny depart should be delayed till Sir A. Hardinge’s 
arrival, 

With regard to the Bank claims, the principal claim (that in consequence of 
robberies near Meshed) has been pressed on the attention of the Governor of 
Khorasan in repeated telegrams from the Atabek-i-Azam, and the former gave the 
Consul-General a personal assurance that the claim would be settled at once, 

Theliove a settlement would have been made had not his Excellency suddenly 
expired. ‘This unfortunate event will result in a further delay, but the Directors of 
the Imperial Bank might be informed that there is every reason to believe that the 
Persian Government is earnest in its desire to settle this claim, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CEOLL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 70. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 4,) 


(No. 23.) i 


My Lor Tehran, February 7, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in 
Porsia, 
Ihave, &e. 
igned) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure in No. 70. 
Monthly Summary of News ending February 7, 1901. 


‘Tehran —Up to the present date no snow has fallen here this winter, and unless 
there is a fall shortly the crops will suffer severely, and the water supply of the district 
during the summer be very scanty, 

is Imperial Majesty the Shah is at present at Jargerud, at one of his many 
shooting boxes; he is in fair health, 

‘A sotious disturbance took place in the bazaars, raised by a Mullah, named Sheikh 
Ebrahim, who had recently returned from Kerbela. Preaching in the mosques, he 
incited his hearers to attack the shops where wine and arrack is sold ; these shops are 
chiefly owned by Armenians. The rioters, however, turned their attention to the Jews, 
the Armenians heing largely under Russian protection. 

‘A good many of the Jews’ shops were looted, aud some damage done to the 
school of the ‘Alliance Frangaise,” ‘The Jews, as usual, applied to the British 
Legation for redress. 

‘The struggle between the Atabek-i-Azam and the Vazir-i-Durbar still continues, 
‘The former has succeeded in obtaining the banishment of three persons who are of 
‘considerable importance—the Nasir-ul-Mulk, who is sent as Governor of a district in 
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‘stan, which is always in a disturbed state; the Moaren-ed-Dowleh, Minister of 
Khurdisten, Whitt yo Mukatar-es Sultaneh, lato Minister of Police; the two latter are 
Meshed. : 
Se tt lr apuipathy has been shown by the foreign community on receipt of the news 
of the death of Her Majesty the Queen. ‘ho aitendance atthe funeral service vas very 
'290 persons being present; all classes were represented. 

ea one vee tas conducted by Mr. Esselstyn, of the American Mission, The 
“Armenian Archbishop also assisted at the ceremony. Ri 

St Neldoll, Fit Secretary of the Russian Legation, returned from his joumey 
souths he only proceeded as far as Yeul-icKhast, the wenther being very bad, He 
had intended to stay some time in Shiraz, ; ¢ 

arene Dulsafiel, who travelled with him, has also returned, ‘This person is an 
officer af the Imperial Guard; he states that he is travelling for pleasure, At present 
he is residing with the officers of the Persian Cossack Brigade. ae 

Ti is reported that a Company is to be formed for the purpose of lighting the town 
with electricity. z : 

sect Fey een received here of an outbreak in the extreme west of the country, in 
the neiehbourhood of -Ardebil, ‘The Russians are said to have offored a force of 
Sho “Cosacks to help the Persian Government, which offer was refused, ‘The 
fhsurgents, who aro in considerable numbers, are reported to be armed with Russian 
rifles, : 
ifs, shed—About 900 recruits passed through Askhabad from Russia, and quantity 


exaggerated, a . 

fhe Wazir of Khorasan has been lieard to express an opinion that the quarantine 
measures on the Afghan-Seistan frontier was a Russian affair, and done so as to impede 
British trade as much as possible, 

The HashinutculeMulk, who is in trouble about arrears of revenue, is reported to 
have sent presents of 500 tomans each to the Shah and the Atabeksi-Azam ; the 
amounts of the presents being equal has excited much comment at Meshed. 

M. Zaroudny, the Russian naturalist, devotes a good deal of his time to. map- 
making. It is reported that his journey is to last for tno years or more, and that: he 
intends visiting both the Afghan frontier and the Persian Gulf, 

‘The payment of a claim of the Imperial Bank of Persia. for 9,500 roubles has been 
ordered by the Central Government at 'ehran ; the matter has heen outstanding now 
for over two years, and it is possible that the money will now be paid, 

Tt is rumoured that the Russians intend increasing the Cossacks already at ‘Tabat-ie 
Haidari by 100 men, and are also sending more Cossacks to Seistan, : 

‘Phe Russian Consul-General is pressing the Persian Government. to establish 
rigorous quarantine on the Afghan frontier, saying that cholera is raging in Candahar 5 
he is aided by M. Zaroudny, the before-mentioned naturalist, who. spreads everywhere 
stories of the plague in India, The Russians themselves have relaxed their own 
quarantine on their Afghan border. 

‘Two steamers for river navigation have been received. They were made in sections, 
and when put together will be about 60 feet by 20 feet, 

‘Whe Governor-General of Khorasan is reported to be seriously ill, and a rumour 
has arrived in Tebran that he is dead. Ivis said here that he is to be removed from 
his Governorship, and the name of the Shoa-es-Sultaneh, the second son of the Shah, is 
mentioned as his successor, 

‘The Russian Consulate interpreter has been complaining that the Foreign Office 
Agent at Meshed always takes active measures to suttle British claims referred to him. 
‘The Foreign Office Agent is well known for his pro-Russian tendencies, which makes the 
interpreter’s complaint the more remarkable, 

Very favourable reports continue to be received regarding the new caravan route 
to Quetta, which is becoming more known to traders. 

‘The ‘Russian Consul-General is taking active measures to have the road to 
Askhabad repaired, 

‘The Herat Agent reports that the Russian Colonel at Penjdch has ordered the 
completion of the railway to Tanurchsangi, He has also written to the Afghan frontier 


officials, requesting them to forbid Afghans entering Russian territory, owing to the 
epidemic of cholera in their country, 
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‘The Afghan authorities have ordered no passports to be issued to those who wish 
to go to Tanurch or Penjdeh. 

. Russkovsky, a Russian subject, has obtained a concession from His 
Imperial Majesty the Shahi to work the naphtha springs near Tencksbood, five days’ 
mareh from Resht. ‘This gentleman, accompanied by an engineer, intends starting 
shortly on an exploring expedition to Ghilan and Mazanderan. 

M, Russkovsky was in Ispahan last summer in connection, it is believed, with a 
railway survey. 

‘he Amin-ed-Dowleb, formerly Sadr-i-Azam, who is in exile at Resht, has had his 
wife and his son sent for to Tehran: this, it is said, has been done by his enemies 
to make his exile more bitter. One of the Shah's cunuchs was sent from Tehran to 
accompany his wife, 

Ispakan.—It is reported at Ispaban that the Persian Postal authorities are thinking 
of erecting post-houses on the Ispahan-Shuster road, and establishing a postal service 
between Arabistan and ‘Tehran, vid Ispahan. 

Snow is reported as having fallen, and the uneasiness regarding the erops has been 
removed, 

Funeral services at the English Church and Armenian Cathedral were held on the 
occasion of Her Majesty the Queen's funeral, 

‘The city is quiet ; food-stuff prices are normal, 

Shiraz—Crop prospects in the Shiraz district are most favourable, 

‘There has been considerable difficulty in transporting merchandize between Bushire 
and Shiraz ; in fact, the ronds have been almost closed on account of a disazreement 
botween the Khekhodas (Headmen) of Kamarij and Daliki, Several men have been 
Killed on both sides, rifles used freely. ‘The Governor of Shiraz has sent 500 troops 
to restore order, together with a cannon, 

Frequent robberies of cattle are reported; these are committed by the wandering 
tribes of the district, 

Bushire.—Further confiseations of arms are reported from Messrs. Malcolm and Co. 
‘The Persian authorities are endeavouring, it is said, to get the firm to sign an Agrees 
ment by which, if any more arms are found in their possession, they will forfeit 
0001. 

‘The crop prospect is very favourable, and a larger area of land is under 
cultivation than usual, 

Good rain has fallen both here and at Mohamnerah, 

M. de Morgan's party (# Délégation Scientifique Francaise ") arrived at Moham- 
merah on the 27th December, and proceeiled to Susi. 

‘There appears to be considerable unrest at Koweit still. ‘The Sheikh Mubarak has 
retumed, but has not disbanded his foree 

Mr. Sequeira has been appointed British Vice-Consul at Bushire, 

‘The Daraya Beghi (Governor) was presented with a Russian decoration by the 
Russian doctor at Bushire with much ceremony, ‘This is a set-olf against the sword of 
honour presented to the Daraya Boghi by the Indian Government, 

(Signed) ©. V, SCHNEIDER, Captain, Military Attache, 
His Britannic Majesty's Legation. 





No. 
Sir N. O!Conor to the Marquese of Lansilowne,—(Received March 4.) 


No, 81.) 
iy Lon, Constantinople, February 27, 1901, 

AFTER careful consideration of the inclosures in your Loniship's ‘despatch 
No. 86 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to offer the following observations on 
the question of obtaining reparation for the recent attack of the Almurra tribe on 
cortain relatives of the Sheikh of Babrein and their party. 

‘The outrage seems to have occurred to the south of El Katif down to which the 
‘Turkish Government have been informed that their suzerainty is not disputed and 
within the country described to the ‘Turkish Foreign Minister by Sir Clare Ford in 
1595 as debateable land. We have hitherto declined to recognize Turkish sueerainty 
over this stretch of country, and we have exacted punishment for piracies along the 
const in question without giving notice to Turkey, although there has been for 
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many years a Turkish garrison at El Bidaa, the most important place on the 
coast. 

If we now call upon Turkey to punish the Almurra tribe it is probable that our 
demand will be construed by them as implying an admission of their suzerainty to the 
south of El Katif, though I should endeavour to treat the matter in such a manner a8 
to avoid any explicit mention of the question of suzerainty over the coast and repel 
any attempt to question our Protectorate over Bahrein or of our right to protect 
Bahreinese within the Ottoman dominions on both of which points the Ottoman 
Government have been repeatedly informed of our intentions, 

I feel pretty sure that the Ottoman Government will make fair promises and 
probably even take such steps as may be in their power to punish the culprits, but 
their forces at Katif and El Bidaa are not probably sufficient to enable to pursue the 
Almurra tribe into their desert fastuesses, and I remember how utterly they failed in 
the case of the outrage at Djeddah in 1895, and doubt whether they are likely to be 
more successful in this instance; but I see ‘no objection to making representations to 
the Ottoman Government, and I consider that whatever steps we may ultimately be 
forced to take we ought not to exact reparation on our own account or allow’ the 
Babreinese Chief to do so without previously warning the Ottoman Government 
especially as the Almurra tribe live, apparently some distance in the interior, 

T ought to add that T understand from a private letter from Mr. Wratislaw that 
he has already presented a complaint on the subject to the Vali of Bussorah, 1 
propose, liowever, to await further instructions from your Lordship before acting in 
the matter, and if your Lordship so instructs me by telegraph, I will lose no time in 
seeing the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


No, 72. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received March 4) 


No. 8: 
fy eth Constantinople, February 27, 1901, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 58 of the 11th instant, T have the honour 
to report tlint the German Embassy here is still negotiating with the Sublime Porte 
for the establishment of a coal depéit on Koumli Island in the Red Sea, 

Thear that the Baron Marschall proposes to present a Declaration to the Ottoman 
Government stating that his Government intend to build a depot which they will lease 
to the Turks; that they will land their own coal, which, so long as the German 
squadron is in Chinese waters, will be used only for German ships. ‘The Porte docs 
not, I believe, make any serious objection to this arrangement, but they are appre- 
hensive that the Declaration may be drawn up in ambiguous terms, of which advantage 


ransinit copy of a despateh from His Majesty's Vic 
Consul at Camaran, reporting that a German transport has been conyeying buildin 
materials to the Farsan group, and that the building of the depdt on Koumh Islanc 
rogressing rapidly. 
ae ae oven I have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 72, 
Acting Vice-Consul Hussain to Consul Devey. 


(No. 11.) 
Sir, 


3 Camaran, February 1, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the German vessel Mari 
the morning of the 26th January and returned on the 29th with another German 
steamer, “Governeur,” a transport of 1,044 tonnage. Both of these ships have been 
to Farsan, whence they came to this port. ‘The commande of steam-ship “ Governeur” 
informed the Sanitary Inspector here that he has come to supply coal to steam-ship 
“Marie,” but it has been found that, instead of giving coal to steam-ship Aaa he 
(1645) 





has been supplying her with barrels of cement, wood, and other construction mate 
rials, and several cases the contents of which are not known. 

ihe uilding of the coal depot, ia the island of Koumb is progressing rapidly 
rider th supervision of the Commodore of Hodcidah, ‘The coal landed by steamship 
jQlarie” at Farsan is stil there, and it is said that she had landed alittle more durin’, 
her several subsequent visits to that island. ‘The steam-ship “Governcur” leaves 
to-morrow for Singapore. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) 8. M. HUSSAIN. 





No. 73. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Mary sess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 4.) 


Go.8 
My Lord, Constantinople, F 2 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship Tee eee Pits 
Thich T have teecived from Colonel Ponsonby, Military Attaché to this Baalmsey oc 
4o want of truth ix rumours of the dispateh of troops from Aleppo for: the enue? 
T have, te, 
igueil) R. O'CONOR, 
ee 


Inelosure in No, 73. 


Colonel Ponsonby to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 5.) " 3 me 
Sir, Constantinople, February 27, 1901, 
< IMAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the thformation ube 
in the telegraphic news of the “Lim »” of the 22nd February, to the effect that 
sixteen battalions have been dispatched from Aleppo (or elsewliere) to the Yemen is 
given an omp contradiction by the ‘Durkish Minister of War, who pronounces 
it devoid of foundation, either in or in existing intention, 

He added that the state of affairs in that province, though still a little disturbed, 
were not stich as to demand such a stop. } 

Lhave, &e, 

(Signed) J. G. PONSONBY, 





No. 74. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Porcign Office. March 7, 1901. 
WIT reforenco tomy letter of the 18th ultimo, Tard diet by the Afar uees 
of Lansdowne to transmit to ou. a copy of 1 despatch from Tis Majesty's Ambassador 
At Censtantinople, on the qicstion of obtaining reparation for the attack made. by 
members of the Almurra tribe on a party of Bahreinese. at 
EI Katif, in December, 1900, i Smee pear OTs 
sit N, O'Conor 
to recognize Turkis y of EL Katif, and 
Maye oxte fed pt ‘oast of that region without 
communes the : 
conmlnentug here has been for many 
His ES demand by His Majesty’s Gove 
for the put the Turks Government of the persons gully of aisaaiees 
on tho wso will he looked upon by the Porte as implying'an admission of the 
Sullan’s suzerainty over the country to the south of Hl Kati 
le also doubts whether the ‘Turkish forces at El Katif and El Bi 
able to deal successfully with the Almurra tribe, Paes 


* No.7, 


Sir N. O'Conor, however, sees no serious objection to making representations to 
the Turkish Government in regard to this matter, if care is taken to avoid, as far a 
possible, the question of suzerainty over the coast. 

Lord Lansdowne is prepared, if the Secretary of State for India concurs, to 
authorize Sir N. O'Conor to make a representation to the Turkish Government in 
regard to the attack on the Babreinese, avoiding any acknowledgment of ‘Turkish 
suzerainty, and simply requesting that instructions may be given to the Turkish 
authorities in Arabia to take such measures as are necessary Lo procure redress, 

Tam, &e, 
). H. SANDERSON, 





Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, March 13, 1901, 
HE Marquess of Lansdowne has had under his consideration your letter of 
the 25th January last, inclosing a telegram from the Vieeroy of India with regard to the 
question of the removal of Abdul Aziz from Muscat. i 

Lord George Hamilton suggests that in view of the opinion expressed by Lord 
Curzon it might be expedient to instruct His Majesty's Agent aud Consul-Genioral at 
Zanzibar to use his influence with the Sultan to obtain an understanding that Abdul 
Aziz, will not be prohibited from returning to Zanzibar if it appears that ho is willing 
to do #0, 

Tam to state that Lord Lansdowne has delayed sending an eurlier reply to your 
letter in view of the negotiations pending with the French Government in regard to 
the abandonment by France of extra-territorial jurisdiction in Zanzibar, 

‘These negotiations are still incomplete, and until a settlement is arrived at Lord 
Lansdowne believes that the Sultan of Zanzibar would be very unwilling to agree to the 

ico of Abdul Aziz. nt Zanzibar, His return, morcover, if agreed fo, would almost 
ly. raise questions which would tend to defer indefinitely the conclusion of tha 
negotiations. 
Tam, &e, 
gned) TN, Tl, SANDERSON. 





No. 76. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansiowne—(Received March 14.) 


(No. 8.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, Mareh 14, 1901, 
LOAN of 200,001, has boen applied for by Persian Government from ‘Tmporial 
Bank of Persia, “repayable by  thirt monthly instalments, security being 
preferential claim on southern customs. The money would probably be advanced by 
Russian Bank, which is making great efforts to extend its hold on tho country, par 
ticularly in the south, and, if necessary, could easily substitute @ second charge on 
remaining customs for claim on southicrn ports. ‘The Persian Government is, however, 
reluctant to bind itself further to Russians unless forced to do so. ‘The Directors of the 
Bank in London will, I trust, realize the political danger of rejecting this application, 
and will realize the advantages of accoptityy it. Any formal cantract of hypotheeation, 
would have to be shown to Russian Minister; it is accordingly essential that the 
Directors should not bo exacting as regards legal formalities. Fitman will be issued 
by Shah, giving power to conclude arrangement with bank to Belgian head of the 
Customs. “ The latter would exchange letters embodying terms of agreement, and the 
letters can, if necessary, be submitted to me. Absolute secrecy is nevessary as regards 
this transaction, and the press should on no account be allowed to get hold of it. 
Great importance is attached to this point by the Persian Government. 
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No. 7. 


India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received March 15.) 
Sir, a re tit Ofer, March 16, 190. 
‘ebruary anc March last, on th ibject 
the iy made by members of the Altiurra tribe on a party of Bekroges ot 
El Dery Tam directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for Lord Tansiowne's 
information, copies of further telegrams which hav. i 
Government of India on the subject. REE eae ie Cee aa 
n the edreumstances represented in_ the Viceroy’s telegram 7 
ci is P et ry of the 7th M 

George Hamilton is of opinion that, before any Teorogen eter ade to pees 
Government, the result of the action taken by the Wali of Bussorah at the instance of 
His Majesty's Consul may be awaited So long as the application made to the local 

‘kish authorities rests only on the ation taken by the Resident in the Persian Gulf 
(reported in his letter dated 24th Deceinber, 1900), and on that of Mr. Wratislaw, as now 
reported by Sir N. O’Conor, itis possible to avoid on the part of His Majesty's Government 
“any acknowledgment of Turkish suzerainty.” If, however, His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople should request the Porte to give instructions to its authorities in Arabia to 
take such measures as ate necessary to procure redres, such action taken by Sit N O' Conor 
pre sul noe m baie stat as other than an admission on the part of His Majesty's 

es Peeriscesh mice . Bunter 

Government that Turkish suzerainty x aditel in the aren where ‘Turkic inerrention is 


IN reply to your letters of the 18th 
the attack recently 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 77. 


Lord @. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Tolegraphic,) ji 
Your Secret letter 17th January, geet ee Ritts a aa 
Please refer to Secretary's letter of the 26th May, 1903, inclosing Ford’ 
pr and previous correspondence. Have we ever recogni Apes nid 


iction of ‘Turkey south of El Katif? and, consideri i 
of Turkey if? and, ering ineffective e is 
outro}, i it advisable to recognize it? Iso” within what limits? se O° Tuekish 


Inclosure 2 in No. 7. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic,) 
FOUR telegram of 22nd February ie 


Leannot find that Turkish territorial jurisdiction south o 

explicitly recognized, but notwithstanding Rotd's despatch of 08, ical 1a depate 
that Kateef district extends{ed] to Ojnir. Resident now writes that, in reply to complaint 
of Consul, Wali of Bussorahy stated that he liad already heard of occurrences and has 
ordered arrest and punishment of offenders. In these circumstances it seems unnecessary 
that Foreign Office should take action, 





No. 78. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at the Foreign Office, March 16.) 
(No. 9, Confidential.) 
Bussorch, February 16, 1901. 


Sir, 
WITH reference to your Exeellency’s despatch of the 171 Acting 
i is s he 17th Jul 
Consul Shipley, Uhave the honour to report that the Turkish Sattar es spree to have 
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acted with commendable energy in pursuing and punishing the perpetrators of several 
piratical attacks which were made last summer on Babrein vessels by Arabs from the 
mainland, A considerable portion of the property stolen has been recovered, though 
Thve not yet heard of its being returned to the owners, On my inquiring of the Vali of 
Bussorah regarding this point, his Excellency informed me that when all had been 
recovered it woud be handed over to the Sheikh of Bahrein for distribution, 

Another and more serious incident, however, occurred last December, and in this 
instance I am unable to give so favourable an account of the action of the Local Govern- 
ment, Sheikh Selman, cousin of the Sheikh of Bahrein, who had gone to the mainland 
some 50 or 40 miles to the south of Katif on a hunti xpedition, was treacherously 
muniered on the 2nd December along with his son, his nephew, and twenty-three 
followers by the Bebail section of the Almurrah tribe, ‘The murdered Sheikh appears to 
ave taken all necessary precautions against molestation, being accompanied by members 
of the various tribes he was likely to meet, and gave no provocation whatev 
attack was made while the party from Bahrein were asleep in their tents about mil 
and only three of them escaped with their liv 

‘Phe above fucts were communicated to me by His Majesty's Acting Consul-General 
at Bushire, and I at once made representations to the Vali, whom T supplied with a 
Memorandum embodying the main facts, and at the sume time I offered to furnish fuller 
details if required, I also hinted that it might be diffeult to. restrain the Sheikh, of 
Bahyein from taking the law into his own hands unless legitimate satisfaction was forth- 
coming. 

Mobsin Pasha replied that the occurrence had already been reported to him, and that 
the local authorities were endeavouring to capture the perpetrators of the outrage, He 

nuated, however, that the object of the expedition to the mainland was other than 
peaceful, and that in any case it was extremely rash of the Sheikh to venture into a 
district where people from Babrein bad committed a murder only a few months before, 

Tt is true that men from the island had gone to the mainland in June 1900 for the 
purpose of avenging the murder of a relative, and had shot on sight an apparently 
inoffensive member of the Almurrali tribe. But Tam informed by Colonel Kemball that 
this murder bad been duly paid for by the Sheikh of Bahrein according to the recognized 
Arab custom, and that the incident was regarded as closed, I duly communicated this 
fact to the Vali, who stated that he had not heard of it before. 

On the 5th instant I inquired again of his Excellency whether the murderers had yet 
been arrested, es T must report the matter to His Majesty's Ambassador, and { should 

to say that the Turkish authorities were doing their best to satisfy the 

id 1 could hardly do so with twuth at present. His Excelleney 

‘eply that he bad always dcotined to recognize my right to speak on 

behalf of Babrein, but added that every effort was being made locally to punish the 

guilty. Yesterday, 1 again urged him to show more energy, as the matter could not be 

allowed to drop and grave couiplications might ensue. He promised to send fresh orders 

to the Motessarif of El Hasa, and to let me know privately as soon as he himself learned 
anything relating to the matt. 

T fear, however, that there is not much hope of satisfactory result as matters stand 
at present.” In the first place, the Turks are not unwilling to let the Sheikh of Bahrein 
feel that hie has lost something by throwing them over; and, secondly, I doubt whether, 
without a special effort, they can, even with the best will in the world, insure the speedy 
punishirent of a crime in whieh so many persons participated, and that in a district over 
which they exercise very little control. In the ease of piracies, of course, the ciroumn- 
stances are different, as the owners of boats are known, and there can be no exeuse tor 
letting such crimes remain uopunished. 

Acting on precise and stringent orders from Constantinople, Mobsin Pasha resolutely 
declines to reply to or otherwise notice offically any letters from me concerning Balirein 
or its inhabitants. Even in private conversations he shows considerable nervousness, and 
is most anxious that no third persons should be present lest his action be reported and 


misinterpreted, 
T haye, &c, 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW, 





82 


No. 79. 


Sir A, Hardinge (o the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 18.) 


(No. 27,) 
My Tord, Tehran, February 18, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty's Consul at Kerman on the subject of the best route for the 
Central Persian telegraph line from that place to the Beluchistan frontier. 

‘The Director of the Persian-Indo-European Telegraph Department has expressed 
general concurrence in Major Sykes’ proposals, which I have shown him in confidence, 
but he vould, prefer, for various technical reasons, with which Tneed not at this stage 
trouble your Lordship, « semi-circular détour in a south-easterly direetion from Vakilabed 
vi Regan, Nukabad, and Barman to Galugan, 

Tam addressing a note to the Persian Government in the sense of your Lordsbip's 
despateh No. 7 of the 29th ultimo, which Thave just had the honour to reeeive, and 
have ‘already had some informal ‘conversation on the subject with the Minister of 
Melographs, 

Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


ee 
Inclosure 1 in No, 79. 
Consul Sykes to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Tiraft, December 15, 1900. 
tetion with the deputation of Mr, Armstrong, of the ‘Telographt Depart= 
mt to South-Hast Persia, { have the honour to report what, in my opinion, ie the 
best course for the Central Persia telegraph line to follow, if it be decried. to make 
Quetta its terminus, 

In 1808 I gave my opinion against the Quetta route on the ground that an immense 
desert would have to be traversed, but since then, oving to the liberal expenditure of 
money and the wellirected energy of the Political Assistant Chagai, the ronte bide fare 
to become n trade artery uniting Tudia to Khorasan, 

Weat of the British frontier I am endeavouring to open up a Kerman-Quetta trade, 
and, ns previously reported, the pioneer venture was a great success, 

During the last summer I dispatched w selection of patterns of English calico, &e., 
showing both what was in demand a¢ Kerman and the rates current in the bagaay gait k 
have recently heard that the second pioneer caravan. will be able to profitably purchase 
return loads of calico nnd chintzes in addition to tea and indigo, 

‘This, t would venture to point out is a fact of eovsiderable importance, and if the 
telegraph line be constructed it would both help and be helped by such eominerce, 

In conclusion, Fhave the honour to attach a sketeh* showving the road recommended 
that ie now being followeil by the second pioneer caravan, [also attach a list of stages 
and distances. “It will be noted that this ronte, in its direct section, hus hitherrs 
caeaped notice, but Tam confident, that it isthe best for telegraph, post, and 
commerce, 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKES, 


# Not printed, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 79. 


Last of Stages and Distances from Kerman to Mokak (British Frontier). 
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No. 80, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received March 18.) 
(No. 95. 


Copy of this despatch has already been sent to the Hearse 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 80. 


Consul-General Melvill to Sir N. O'Conor. 


nee Bagdad, February 6, 1901. 
"| HAVE the honour to inclose, for. your Exelon’ information, an extract from a 
ich Ih ved from the British Agent at Kermunshah. ; 
rs ard of tie Haig Hane of nia ee AT Apert ah CE SHEACAIAN wes 
from the Vali a few days ago, His Excellency told me that he understood that they were 
coqneed in making wurvey ofthe fone, 


(Signed) P. J, MELVILL, Major. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 80. 
British Agent at Kermanshch to Consul-General Meteill, 


(Extract,) January 24, 1901. 

A RUSSIAN officer, by rank a General, accompanied by another gentleman also an 
officer, and four Russian Cossacks, who went from ‘Vabreez to Kurdistan and. stopped 
there for some days, came here and stayed in my house. After stopping here a few 
days and making a map of the Kermanshah district the left for Kasr to inspect the roads, 
‘They intend to proceed thence to Bagdad, 





No. 81. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansilowne—(Received March 18.) 


(No. 100,) 
‘My Lord, Constantinople, March 13, 1901. 
THAYVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a Memorandum, 
repared for the Intelligence Division by Mr, Spring-Rice, who has been staying for a 
few days at this Embussy, respecting Russian railyay schemes in Persie. 
Thave, &e. 
(or the Ambassador), 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Tnelosure in No. 81. 
Memorandum for the Intelligence Department. 


1 WAS informed in the Caucasus that the Alexandropol branch of the Batoum— 
Bakti Railway would shortly be extended to the Persian frontier, and that the embank~ 
ments, &e,, wore commenced as far as the Aras. It was expected that the line would be 
‘open in a year, 

Supposing no political or diplomatic difficulties to intervene, this line could be 
continued along the route already surveyed and, indeed, marked out along the shores of 
Lake Urmia, vit Khoi, Delman, Urmia to Suz Bulak. ‘here are (I was informed) no 
engineering difficulties on this route, 

‘Mhe trade of west Azerbaijan is already considerable and the extension is advoeated 
on commercial grounds as a feeder of the Batoum line. ‘The country is rich, and there 
is the advantage of the large Nestorian communit 

From the Aras to Suzbulak is about 200 miles. It is confidently believed that this 
extension would pay commercially, either in itself or as a feeder to the main line, 

From Suzboulak to Kermanshah is about 150 miles. Here the country is difficult, 
but well watered. Parties of Russian engineers have been seen on the frontier, 
accompanied by Cossacks in uniform. (Inforination to this effect was given by a member 
of the Turkish Fmbassy who was sent to Sehna, a German resident at Kermanshah, and 
other sources. A high official from ‘Viflis recently visited Kermanshah with a Russian 
stall officer, No doubt the Russians are in possession of full information as to this part 
of the country.)* 

From Hamadan to Khanihin vid Kermanshah is the great pilgrim route of Persia 
and is becoming more and more an important trade route for goods coming and going 
vid the Gulf and Bagdad, A railway on this trade and pilgrim route would be sure of a 
Intge trafic, 

From the above it may be inferred that by the end of this year the Russians will 
have a railway about 600 miles distant from Bagdad, and that of this distance the first 


* When the Kapaistralway projet 
Kinuikn branch sould be under sive Ra 


200 miles and the last 200 would probably pay. ‘The difficulty is in the region between 
Suzbulak and Kermanshah or Hamadan. : 4 5 Pn 
ee itis not likely that the railway would be extended to the Gulf as this would facilitate 
‘Western European trade, which would find a cheap way into Norther Persia to compete 
th Russian trade. ; 
aaa Tae ai caent pulley of ama ilo peotibie nan tesde Uy Batoum. Should this 
jolicy be ebanged a railway to North-Western Persia, with an extension to Tabriz, 
Foul convey the goods now imported vid Tvebizond.” ‘The harbour at Batoum will 
be completed in two or three years, and the route would be of great commercial 
ee eh however, the goods carried must be of Russian origin; it should be 
remembered, however, that if Russia wishes to make the railway extension pay she has 
ns in her own hands, A wud 
thereon that here. aro no diplomatic dificltis, it would seem that Russia is in a 
hatter position to build a railway to Bagdad than the Anatolian Company, 
IW seemed to be generally assumed that Ruwia’s allway progress would depend 
y on whether or no the German scheme would be taken in hand. 
ee ee (Signed) -C. SPRING-RICE, 





82. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansowne,—(Received March 18.) 


te ony Constantinople, March 18, 1901, 


T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Memorandum, 
reparod for the Intelligence Division by Mr. Spring-Rice, who has been staying for a 
few days at this Embassy, respecting the Resht-Kazvin rond ER NLCESS 
(Bor the Ambassador), z 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 


Inclosure in No, 82. 
Memorandum for the Intelligence Department, 


8 Resht-Kazvin road is now in good condition, but no rain bad fallen for two 
monthticy that tere ig no mean of Judging wbotler it could stand'a henry flood, Te 

cet snd provided with parapets. 4 P 
aa eredantrous complains of the Ligicbanded manner Jn. whieh tho Tussan 

i the road were behaving. 
cai etfea with a geologist employed by Nobel and Co, in Baku, He had been to 
‘Tehran in connection with the oil wells in Gilan and the minerals in that Provinee and 
Mazonderan. He stated that without strong ¢iplomatie support (whieh he was unable to 
‘obtain from the Russian Legation) there seemed no chance of obtaining a useful 
Concession, He thought that n railrond via Astara to Enzeli would be made in the near 
future, It would not be costly and would be sure of a good business, 

He had recently been in Central Asin and was much impressed by the great 
increase of cotton cultivation. Irrigation works were soon to be started on the Kura 
south of Baku, and cotton would be grown there, ‘The cotton mills started at Baku 
‘were doing very well and a great extension was contemplated with a view to the Persian 


ay (Signed) ©. SPRING-RICE, 


{2615} 
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No. 83, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 18.) 
(No. 102.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 13, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Memoranduin propared 
for the Intelligence Division by Mr. Spring-Rice, who has been staying for a fow' days at 
this Embassy, respecting the Babi community in Persia. 

T have, &. 
(For the Ambassador), 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 


re 
Tnclosure in No. 83. 
Memorandun by Mr. Spring-Rice. 


THE Babi community in Persia is considerable, but it is difficult to estimate their 
numbers as the Association is kept secret. 

They probably amount to between 500,000 and 1,000,000 persons. In ‘Tehran there 
are about, 20,000, ‘They do not live in the same quarter, but are scattered about the 
town, They have no place of worship of their own. It is optional to them, as to other 
Mussulmans, to attend public worship or not 

‘They are divided into two sects, the Ezilis and Beharis. ‘The latter are far more 
numerous, Subb-Ezil, who li yprus, isthe head of the Rzilis. ‘The Beharis observe 
a very elaborate ritual, are extremely liostile to the exis ing Persian Government, and look 
forward to a temporal kingdom having its central seat in South Persia, and the head of 
the sect as monarch, 

On the other hand, the Ezilis accept all existing Governments, and inculeate tovalty 
on their existing adherents, ‘Their prayers and observances are of the simplest character, 
‘They circulate books, which are in simple and popular language, wiving advice as to 
government and recommending political reforms. ‘They are willing to adopt Ch 
converts, and are proselytizing outside Persia, espec ly fa America, The Bilis look 
‘pon themselves ata reformed Mussulman sect, but the Hebaris regard themselves as the 
adherents of a new world religion. 

‘Their Chief lives at Acte, whore he is surrounded by personal adherents who are 
engaged in sending out emissaries, editing books and pamphlets, &e. ‘They claim to 
have mude many converts in Constantinople and Egypt, aud have sent a mission to 
America, 


Tn Persin they play no pol 
better system of ¢ 
‘és on the Russian road openly 
re are inany Babis in the Cossick Brigude. ‘They form admirable 
Intelligencers, as they assist one another and are spread throuzhout the country. 

They are opposed to the violent intolerance of the Mullalis, and, generally speaking, 
are an Associntion for the disseinination of enlightenment, education, and the principles 
of good government, It often happens, however, that in abandoning Mussulman doctrine 
they become lax livers and are the cause of scandal, 





No. 84. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 18.) 


(No. 108.) 
My Lond, Constantinople, March 13, 1901. 

1 CALLED upon the Minister for Foreign Afiirs on the 26th ultimo aad reported to 
his Excellency the incidents connected with the occupation of the Fort Ad Dareja, in the 
Haushabi tertitory, by a Turkish Sheikh named Muhammed Nasir Makhbul. I said that 


87 


I learnt from the Minister of War that the Sheikh was under the Minister of the Interior, 
and that although the Minister of War could not expel him from the fort, he was quite 
ready to give military assistance if the Minister of the Interior desired it, 

‘Tewfik Pashia said that he would immediately refer the matter to the Minister of the 
Interior. 

‘On inguiring on the 4th instant what steps had been taken in the matter, Tews 
Pasha informed me that the Minister of the Interior had telegraphed to the Vali, but as 
the telegraph line did not extend to where the Vali now was, no answer had yet been 
received. 

I made farther inquiries on the 7th instant, and was informed that they were still 
waiting for the answer of the Vali, a 

T said that I hoped the answer would not be delayed much longer, as, failing to 
receive any reply, there was danger of the troops at Aden and the Haushabi tribe proceeding 
to expel Muhammed, 

‘Tew6k Pasha hoped that time would be allowed for a Report from the Vali, and 
assured me that the delay was only caused by their being no telegraph to the seat of 
government. 

Lhaye, &¢, 
(Signed) -N, R, O'CONOR, 


ss 
No. 85. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 18.) 


Sir, India Office, March 10, 1901. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 20th February last, I am directed to inclose 
‘copy of a telegram, dated the 14th March, from the Vieeray, on the subject of the occu 
pation of the Ad Dareja fortlet in the Haushabi territory near Aden, 

Tam to state that Lord George Hamilton agrees with the Viceroy that it is desirable 
to compel the intruder, Muhammed Nasir, to withdraw ftom the position which he has 
occupied without authority, and Lam to inquire whether the Resident may now be directed 
to take the necessary action for that purpose. 

Tam, Xe. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Tnelosure in No. $5. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) March 14, 1901. 

AD DAREJA. Has O'Conor communicated to Porte message contained in your 
telegram dated 26th February? Aden authorities suggest sending two companies infantry, 
one company sappers, two guns, and Aden troop in support of Haushabi Sultan, but point 
out that there is a risk of Muhammed Nasir being reinforced by Turkish troops. ‘This risk, 
in my opinion, is not serious (seo the inclosure to Creagh’s letter), and if Mubammed 
Nasir is to be ejected, it should be done at once. 





No, 86, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) 
Si 


Foreign Office, March 18, 1901, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 16th instant, I am directed by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a despatch received to-day from His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople reporting the representations which he has made to the 
Turkish Government in regard to the occupation of the fort at Ad Dareja by Muhammed 
‘Nasir Makhbul.* 





On the 4th instant the Turkish Minister for Foreign Afairs informed Sir N. O’Conor 
that the Minister of the Interior had telegraphed on the subject to the Vali of Yemen, but 
that, as the telegraph line did not extend to the place where he then was, no answer had 
yet been received. 

On the 7th instant the Minister for Foreign Affairs stated to Sir N. O’Conor, in reply 
toa further inquiry, that io answer liad been received from the Vali, and expressed the 
hope that time would be allowed for him to report. 

Lord Lansdowne has now addressed to Sir N, O’Conor the telegram, of which a copy 
is inclosed,* inquiring whether his Excellency sees any objection to immediate action being 
taken to eject Muhammed Nasir as proposed by the Viceroy of India in his telegram of 
the 14th March. 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) ‘?. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 87. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to v. O' Conor. 
(No. 19.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, March 18, 1901, 
HAVE received your despatch No. 108 of the 18th instant, 
A telegram from Viceroy of India, dated the 14th March, states that authorities at 
Aden suggest sending a force to assist Haushabi Sultan ing Turkish Sheikh 


from fort at Ad-Dareja, but point out risk of ‘Turkish troops coming to assistance of 
Sheikh, 





No. 88. 


India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received March 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 


Scorutary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Goverment of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated Zist February, regarding Persian 
Gulf affairs, 

It is requested that these papers, which are sent in original, may be returned to this 
Office when done with, 


India Office, March 19, 1901. 


Tuclosure 1 in No, 88. 

Lieutenant-Cotonel Kemball to Government of India, 

Sir, Bushire, February 4, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of Indi 

copy of a letter, dated the Ist January, 1901, addressed to me by the Chief of Babrein 
regarding the wish of certain members of the Bu Smeit tribe, now living at Lingah, to 
take up their residence at Basidu, Tulso forward copy of a report on the subject submitted 
to me by the Assistant Political Agent, Bakirein. 

Tt would not be advisable, in my opinion, to offer the tribe any encouragement to 
come to Basidu, and I do not propose, therefore, to reply to. the Chief's letter, but, if he 
refers to the matter again, I will inform him, through the Assistant Political Agent, that 
the fact of this tribe migrating to Basidu will not make any change in their nationality. 
No member of the tribe hus as yet come to see me, but if any one does come I will 
give him the same answer, 

In March 1897 certain members of the same tribe migrated from Lingah to Basidu 
fon account of some quarrel with the Persian authorities at Lingah, and from Basidu 
addressed a letter to the Resident asking to be allowed to live there and to be taken 
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under British protetion. No reply was sent to their letter, and they apparently returned 
to Lingah. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 88, 


Letter from Sheikh Isa-bin-Ali-el-Khalifah, Chief of Bahrein, to Lieulenant-Colonel 


Kemball, 
ees Ol 
‘After compliments, 9th Ramazan, 1818 (January 1, 1901). 
1 BEG to inform you that Yusu-bin-Ahmed and his followers of the Bu Smeit 


tribe wish to take up their abodes at Bassidore, I trust that you will keep them under 
your eyes and protection, as they are my subjects. “Inshallah” you will not fail (to do 
the needful for them), 

Tam under your obligation. 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 88. 


Mr. Gaskin to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
Sir, Bakrein, January 27, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of indorsement dated’ the 9th 
Tanuary, 1901, calling for a report regarding the Al Bu Smei 

Tam informed, by a person mentioned to me by the Chief of Bahrein as knowing the 
history of the tribe, that the Al Bu Smeit originally inhabited a place called Tinbit, iu the 
vicinity of Khor Shagig in Katr, and in the latter end of the eighteenth century they 
joined the Al Khalifah faction of the Attubis ut Zobara, where they resided until. about 
1810, in which year they removed to Jou, in Bahrein, About twenty years Inter, in 
consequence of a blood-feud arising between them and the Niaim tribe of Buhrein, they 
emigrated to Damam, a place about 10 miles below Katif, At Damam they appear to 
have remained about seven years and then returned to Bahrein for a short. period, and 
subrequenty emigrated in about 1810 to Lingah, where they have been reiting. to 
this day. 

‘The tribe rendered assistance to Sheikh Mohamed-bin-Khalifah against the Persians 
in February 1899, when Lingali was retaken by the Derya Beggi. Aller the capture of 
Lingab, the Derya Beggi it appears inflicted « heavy fine on the tribe for thelr participa 
tion in the rebellion, and the tribe decided to emigrate to the Arab coast as they feared 
the Persians would inerease the annual tax payable by them on their pearling boats, 
The Derya Beggi hearing of their intentions, he gave their Chief Yousef-bin-Ahimed 
assurances to the effect that the tax would not be raised and they would not be further 
interfered with, 

‘The Lingah authorities appear to have waived the assurances given by the Derya Beggi 
in 1899, and have either levied or demanded a heavier tax than the tribe have been 
accustomed to pay, and for this reason they desire to emigrate to Bassidu, where they hope 
to be out of the reach of Persian exactions, 

T have been unable to ascertain the strength of the tribe, but I believe them to 
number 600 to 700 souls. 

Mohamed-bin-Akied, ‘the brother of the Sheikh of the Al Bu Smeit, came to 
Bahrein per steam-ship “Simla” on the 31st December, and asked the Chief for a letter 
of recommendation to you, and the Chief complied with his request, and Mohamed went 
on to Bushire by the same vessel. 

The Al Bu Smeit, judging from their history, cannot be considered as Babrein 
subjects, and by reason of their having resided about sixty years in Persia they have 
acquired Persian nationality, They have, however, always been on friendly terms with 
the Rulers of these islands, and because a few of the grey beards of the tribe were born 
in Babrein, they give it out that they are the subjects of Sheikh Isa-bin-Ali, 

Thave, &c, 
J, CALCOTT GASKIN, 
Political Assistant, 


2A 





India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 20.) 


Set eae f India Office, March 19, 1901. 
sourtN continuation of my letter dated the 26th Jasnary thee aon treed Wy the 
cretary of State for India to forward copy of a letter from the Gove f Indi 
ne py of a letter from the Government of India, 

Since Lord George Hamilton's despateh of the 25th October, 1900, was sent, much 
further information has heen received regarding the intended revision of the Persian 
Tarif; and Tam now to offer the following remarks upon the letter of the Government 
of India, duted the 7th February, His Lordship agrees in the Indian Government 
proposal that *suyar’” should he added to tive list of articles (tentioned in the fourth 
paragraph of my letter, dated the 18th October, 1900) to which the special attention of 
His Majesty's Representative in Persia was requested. 

Hig Lordship considers that the attention of the British Minister should be invited 
to the need of providing for the periodical revision of specific rates of duty, and to the 
Abolute-nocosity of having skilled appraisers at the ports for asssing’ ad enlorem 

As to the Rahidari tax, subsequent correspondence (Foreign Ofice letter, da 
16th February lust, with iuielosure) has shown that Mason deere ta areapiad 
from this impost. "Phat being so, Lord George Hamilton coosiders that, as the tax will 
be ditferentiated in favour of Russian goods and traders, the retention’ of the impost 
should he resisted in respect of British and Indian goods. 

Taastly, his Lordship is of opinion that the proposal made in the final paragraph of 
the Government of hidia’s lotter, for a ng the Tariffs on the uorthemn and 
southern horders of lod to the considera is 
Minister, If it be held that Tari for sea and for land imports need not necessarily 
bo identical, then at any rate imports from India by the Seistan (or other south-eastern 
Jund) routes, which show signs of increasing, should enjoy the same concession, and 


should come under the sune ‘Tarif! as may be granted on the northera and north. 
eastern borders of Persian territory, 


. GODLEY, 


Inctosure in No. 89. 
Government of Indi to Lord @, Hamilton, 


My Lord, Calcutta, February 7, 1901. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch, 
‘inted the 26th October, forwarding copy of certain papers concerning the 
rumoured revision of the Persian import dutice. We have also received some further 
papers with the Revenue Secretary's letter, dated the 21st December, 1900, 


2. From these papers it would seem that a plan is under preparation for 
‘Tariff on the basis ee ui bai eo ald 


( 
& Spocitic duties on less valuable descriptions of merchandize ; 
3.) he imposition of a Rahdiri tax (toll or transit duty) on all articles imported 
or exported ; 

(G.) Tie abolition ofall export dition oxeapt those on wheat au optima: 
a. Your Lordship has advised the Foreign Office that His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran should be instructed to maintain a very watchful attitude in the matter; to 
obtain, it possible, an engagement from the Persian Government that the British 
Minister wil be consulted betore any change is actually decided upon ; and to insist, as 
far as may be possible, that the specific duties on cotton goods, tea, rice, and indi 
shall not fall at an incidence greater than 5 per cent. ad ealorem at x moderate Tarif 


valuation, and that they shall be liable to periodical revision i ipl 
distuaitte dt eine inble to periodical revision in accordance with the 


3 Ad valorem duties on merchandize of a valuable kind ; 
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3, The articles specified are the most important Indian products that, are exported 
to Persia, but a considerable quantity of sugar is also carried to that country from In 
The trade in this article, though it is not of Indian origin, is valuable to the 
intermediaries engaged in it in this country, and we are desirous that their interests 
should be protected, We therefore suggest the addition of sugar to the articles 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and we think that His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran should also obtain an assurance from the Persian Government that no duties 
will be imposed on sugar imported from India to the advantage of Russian beet 
sugar. 

8. ‘The Indian trade with Persia in cotton manufactures js much more largely com: 
posed of yarns and fabries imported from England than of Indian yarns and cloth, and 
His Majesty’s Government will doubtless take care that the interests of British 
manufacturers are not allowed to suffer, But in the ease of these articles, as in the ease 
‘of sugar, the trade is valuable to those who are engaged in it at Bombay, and therefore 
we have no less interest in the fair and equitable treatment of these than of Indian 
goods. 

3. We have no objection to the proposed adoption of specific rates of duty, provided 
are is taken to instre that they are based upon fair calculations of prices of xoods for a 
reasonably long period, and that the goods are classified in sufficient detail to provent 
appreciable inequality in inciden we, and. that they are frequently revised, Tn 
India the Tariff values are revised Detailed classification is essential, having 
in view the competition between Russian and English coloured cottons,, and the 
possibility of unfairly favouring the former, if the desire to do-so exists, under cover of 
‘in insufficiently detailed specific Tariff 

6, The combination of ad valorem with specific duties may be injurious to trade if 
care is not taken to employ skilled and competent appraisers at the ports. ‘Tho 
‘qualifications needed for assossment of duty ad valorem are not needed for assessment at 
Specific rates, and if the Tarif! is largely composed of the latter, and persons competent 
to assess ad valorem are therefore not employed, it is obvious that much friction will bo 
generated between the trade and the customs, especially if the a valorem duties should 
be pitched high, We would suggest that the attention of His Majesty's Representatives 
may be given to this point. 

7. If the Rahidiri tax is intended to be in the nature of a road toll, if it is imposed on 
all loads traversing the roads, whether foreign or native in origin or ownership, and if it 
js restricted to the limit mentioned, we do not think that objection to it may reasonably. 
be taken, Nor do we object to the retention of the export duty on wheat and opium, 
‘As regards opium, the Persian Government may be left to weight it on export to such 
extent as they think fit, Wheat from Persia is: not wanted in India excopt when. prices 
in this country rise to scarcity level, and at sich times il 18 not obtainable in 
quantities because the Persian authorities yenerally prohibit its export. If the imposi- 
Gon of an export duty implies that prohibition will not again be resorted to, the 
‘arrangement will be beneficial to the cultivator and the exporter, who will always: be 
certain of an external market in India and other countries, and will, therefore, not he 
‘iscouraged from cultivation, provided, of course, the duty is not prohibitive in its 
incidence, 

8. It occurs to us, as a matter deserving consideration, whether the opportunity 
might notbe taken to invite the Persian Government to frame a separate Taritl for 
imports into Southern and South-Fastern Persia, by sea or by land, the rates of duty to 
fall at an incidence not higher than the rates in the Tariff for imports into Northern 
Porsia, If this suggestion were adopted, care must be taken that our most-favourod- 
ation rights were fully maintained. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON. 
E. H. Hl. COLLEN. 
A. ©. PREVOR, 
©. M. RIVAZ. 
T, RALEIGH. 
B. FG, LAW. 
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No. 90, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 20.) 


(No. 9.) 
(Polegra 
WI 


preaching 


your Lordship sending. mont, in Articles whieh 


a ey to get ue pte ow changes as I can, It would be desirable to con- 
Tince: Persian Government that its share in receipts from line will repay cost of 
uilding and maintenance, including materials purchased from us, and’ will not 


diminish revenue now recived as his po perquisite by Mini ‘ 
Phones never nov Feecived as his personal perquisite by Minister of Telegraph 





No, 91. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 21.) 
No. 7.) 
) 


Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, March 21, 1901. 


YOUR Londship's telogram No, 19 of the 18th instant, 

Tam informed that the Vali of the Yemen tolegraphi 
Ad Dareja fort and five villages lie within the district of Taiz, 

If your Lordship approves, propose to press that immediate onters be sent for 


yesterday asserting that 


tiremont of Sheikh, and to inform ATinister: for Foreign Altai i 
ot and to inform Minister: for Foreign Alfairs that: Is y 
Government cannoli dacsion a ofr be raighernecste 
r ritish. protection, and. in : : 
drive out the Sheikh unless he retires, ae eee 


I think reasonable time should ‘be allow ermanitt ‘deri 
A allowed for the evacuation, considering the 





No. 92. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Xo. 74) 

‘ir, Foreign Office, March 

Tones GOMMUNICATED to the Secretary of State for thea yt freed 
¥y’s despatch No, $1 of tho 27th ultimo'relative to the attack 

the Almurm tribe on «party of Babreinese at EI Deryas sate bY members of 
T transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter which has now been reesived from 

{he Tne Oftae? conn telegraphic responitenee between Lord G: Hamilton and 

roy of India as to the advisability « ting the Turkish G 
take steps for tho punishment of the pre St ei Meat 
our Excellency should for the present defer making any: i 
Porte ur Excelloney should for the present defer making any representations tothe 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
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No. 93. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receired March 28.) 


WITH reference to Sir T, Sanderson's letter of the 13th March, the Under- 
Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated 
the 19th March, regarding Abdul Aziz. 


India Office, March 23, 1901. 


Inclosure in No, 93. 
Lord G, Hamilton to the Government of India. 


(Telegraph 
FOUR telegram 17th January : Muscat. 
Pending completion of negotiations now in progress with France in regard to 
abandonment by France of extraterritorial jurisdiction in Zanzibar, Foreign Office 
consider inopportune to press Zanzibar to permit return of Abdul A: 


India Office, March 19, 1901, 





No. 94. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received March 24.) 


Adnirally, March 22, 1901, 

1AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to, transmit here- 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, c 
dated the 26th Febroary, from the Commanding Otticer of His Majesty's ship “ Pyramus, 
at Suez, on subject of the reported establishment of a German coaling depot on Kuni 
Island. 

My Lords desire me to call special attention to the last_ paragraph of Coinmander de 
Robeck’s letter. 

Tt is requested that the inclosed chart may be 


N MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 94. 
Commander de Robeck to Vice-Admiral Sir J. Fisher, 


Sir, « Pyramusy” at Suez, February 26, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to report the steps 1 took and the information L gathered in 
compliance with your order in the investigation of the above matter, 

2, On arrival at Aden I endeavoured to procure information locally, but was unable 
to do so; the useful news I gathered was from the captain of a sinall steamer, the 
“Woodcock,” which steamer occasionally trades to Kamran. ‘The “Scout” havin, 
taken the interpreters with her, I engaged a man at Aden, an Arabic interpreter, who hin 
previously served in several of His Majesty's ships. 

‘3. On arrival at Perim I could get no information whatever. 1 determined to eall at 
‘Kamaran en route to the Farsan group. 

4, Tartived at Kamaran on afternoon of the 20th, and found three Turkish ships and 
German steamer “Marie.” The Turkish Commodore's ship, the “Beyrutb,” would 
appear to be permanently stationed at Kamaran; the other two, the steam-ships 
“Sikander” and the “Gervar Darya,” have been sent there since the arrival of the 
“Marie,” whieh arrived about six months ago. ‘The British Vice-Consul from Hodcida 
was at Kamaran, and from him and other sources I gathered the following :— 

‘That the * Marie” usually went twice a-month to the Farsan group; the ‘Turkish 

(1645) 2B 





ot 


Commodore, Sadil Bey, was in charge at Kumh Island ; and that the Germans have never 
Hoisted their flag at any place in the Barsan group; and that the ‘Turks were building « 
store-house for the coal, and have already landed one cargo of coal from a steamer coming 
from Constantinople. He told me that the current rumour was that the “ Marie” was 
shortly to be wrecked, with what object he did not appear to know. ‘The “ Marie” had 
also liad a fire on board in her coal, but the crew appeared to have extinguished it, and he 
had not heard of any application being made to land the cargo. 1 sent an officer to call 
‘on board the “Marie” ‘The naval officer on board the “Marie” was unfortunately on 
shore at the time of our arrival, so T was unable to sce him personally; the other officers, 
however, were very civil, and sent meall available information in regard to soundings, &c., 
also position of a shoal and of two buoys they had placed near the entrance of Tibtu Bay 
they also strongly advised the use of a local pilot. : 

5, Having obtained a pilot through the British Vice-Consul, T left on the morning of 
the 2ist, enviving at Tibta Bay in the afternoon, 1 first inspected the heap of coal | 
from *Mavie” (sketch attached). ‘This heap is on the large istand on the east 

yy, sind appears to be about $0 to 100 tons. 

‘Vhe name “ Marie" is painted in large letters on front of heap, also a notice-board is 

‘ed over it. 1 afterwards anchored off Kumh Island, near the store the Turks are 
erecting. From the Naval Officer the Acting Commandant, who canie on board to call, 

anid from what I saw on shore, the following appears to be the present state of affairs :-— 

‘Tho engineer of Hodeida, Husscin Husni, is constructing, under the orders of the 
Minister of War at Constantinople, a store of the following approximate dimensions: 
130 yards long by 40. yards broad, by 20 feet high. The roof is to be of iron; it 
to be ent fromm London, ‘The balling i expected to he completed in another two 
months. 

‘A coaling jetty, 200 metres long, is also to be built. ‘There was a heap of coal, 
about 1,000 tons, landed on the beach; two more colliers were expected, and there would 

there in two months time, and eventually there would be 10,000 tons kept 

he present stock of coal was landed in native boats, and was very difficult to 

There are no coal lighters, and there appeared to be no information of any 
coming. 

A’amall Turkish tug ta used a8 a mailsbont to, run. to Lobeiye and for condonsing 
water, there being only brackish water on Kumh Island, the natives getting their water 
fiom ‘Farsan Island, “About fiften men are employed at the works, and the store has 
to be brought from Dumsuk, an island about 10 miles south, there being no store 

The Turkish Commodore 
oxpeeted to return in four or ws? tir 

Ou Parsian Tsland there is a Milituy Commandant, who has about fitty men with him ; 

Theen sent {rom Jeddah since the arrival of the * Marie.” 

i of.war, “Condor,” is reported to have been at Farsan ; lett about 
the 18th January, 1901. 

6. ‘Phe auchorage off Kumh and the harbour of ‘Tibta Bay is a good one, and 

culty would be experienced in making jetties out to the edue of the ret so 
that ships could zo alongside, and possibly a very yood coal depdt might’ be 
established, 

Against this— 

“.) coal depot at Kirsan ean never bave any commercial value, 

{8 Teinat present extromely, iy, if not dabgerots of prose 

(c,) It is out of the track of shipping proceeding through the Red Sea, 

(di) ‘The expense to properly light and buoy the approaches would be enormous. 

(e.) The whole group requires resurveying, and on a larger seale chart. 

(f) The labour has to be imported from Hodeida or Loheiyn, and all provisions, &c., 
would have to be brought into the island, so at present T cannot see that a coaling station 
at Kumb Tsland ean have any commercial value. 

7. In stating my opinion on the object of the German movement in this quarter, I 
do so with great diffidence, The Germans apparently are anxious to secure a suitable site 
then coaline nalion, tl no one Who Mas been to Farsan Islands could (ors moment 
consider any of the harbours in these islands suitable. ‘The Germans also, it would be 
observed, ate spending no money in constructing a depbt, but they appear to have forced. 
the hand of the Turkish Government, in so fat that they are building « coal store, and 

have 10,000 tons of coal in stock, and, on the authority of the Turkish Commandant, 
this coal is available for the use of all countries, I would therefore unhesitatingly give it 
as my opinion that the idea on part of Germany of establishing a depOt at Farsin group 


andant Sadit Bey, was away at Loheiya, and was. 
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is only done with the object of obtaining something better, Kamaran Bay is a magaifi- 
cent harbour, and presents every possibility. The Germans at present appear to be more 
‘nterested in Kamaran than Farsan, and, if one might forecast the future, I would say that 
‘when the Turks have completed store and got their coal there, the navigation will be 
Yound too dangerous for Germany (perhaps the “Marie” will be wrecked there), 
Germany will then ask that the depdt may be shifted to Kamaran, ‘The ‘Turkish 
Government would hardly be expected to go to the expense of a new store, and doubtless 
Germany would be prepared to defray the expense. When once there was a German 
coal station in Kamaran, it would give them a prior interest over any other European 
Country in the finest harbour in the Red Sea ; and I therefore have come to the conclusion 
that Germany's object is Kamaran, and not such an absurdly situated harbour as thot 
‘vhere the coal depot is now being constructed, [attach herewith rough notes at the time 
of investigation, 
ee Thave, &e. 
(Signed) 5. N, DE ROBECK. 





No, 95. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 27.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 10th September 1000, the Under 
Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State 
for Forewen Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in Government of 
Tnidia Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 28th February, regarding the flag question 
in the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, March 25, 1901. 


——— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, December 24, 1900, 
* TF TEAVE the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with 
sour letter No. 1714 East Africa, and with reference to paragmph 3. thereof, on the 
ject of the adoption of a special flag by tho Chief of Abu Dhabi, to roport that, 
Gurag my recent visit to Abu Dhabi, 1 discussed this question with the Repre- 
ctutativesof the Chief, who, himsolf, was absent from Abu Dhabi, It appears that 
the adoption of the special flag for Abu Dhabi boats was, as stated in my previous 
reports, to seeure these boats from any interference, on ‘the part of the Persian 
Authorities, It was probably suggested by the Darya Begi as part. of his intrigue to 
Retach the Abu Dhabi people from the otlier parties to the Trucial League, 

2, Although I do not think that there is any special objection to the adoption of 
special and distinctive flag by any of the Trucial Chiofs, and) although in certain 
tage the adoption of such w lag might be advantageous, as it would factlitate the 
fecognition of the nationality of the boat carrying the flag, Tam of opinion that a 
Tevintion ftom any of the ‘Treaties to which these ‘Trucial Chiefs are parties is a matter 
‘if some importance, and should not be lightly passed over. It appears that no doubt 
Uxiste in the aninds of the Trucial Chiefs that they are bound by all the ‘Treaties 
Entered into by their predecessors, and notwithstanding the fact that the other Chiefs do 
thot appear to attach importance to the adoption by the Chief of Abu Dhabi of this 
Special tlag, Lam of opinion that the reversion to the Hag preseribed in the Teeaty of 
3h30, for all the Tructal Chiofs, would be advisable. ‘The representatives of the Chief, 
Shot sav at Abu Dhabi, expressed their willingness to revert, to their former flag, 
tnd I told them that it was right that they should do so. in hig ca 

B. Lascertained during my recent visit that the flag as described in Article LIT 
of the Treaty of 1820 is not exactly adhoved to, ‘The tags which I saw at Shargab 
Were red with a narrow edge of white, but this perhaps is not a matter of much 
Importaner, Should the Goverumentof India approve, 1 propose to address a Ciroular 
Totter to the Chiefs comprising the Trucial Lease, informing them that they should, 


Sir, 
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nhs ee 2 5 
‘in future, not use any other flag than that preseribed for them by the Treaty 
fe Thave, &e. 
Signe ¢. A, KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 95. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembull. 


Sir, 
zi " Fort William, February 25, 190) 

I AM diveetod: to reply to. your letter No. 208, datel. the Batty Decombor 190 
regard rs a adoption of a special flag by the iii 
“2 Lam to express approval of your proposal. to address «Cine a 
‘he Trucial Chiefs tiforming then thai th Pickin noes inihineerase cae ote Tae 
han that prescribed for them by the Treaty of 180, ses as: 

| Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) . B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Indiv. 





No. 96, 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received March 29,) 


Si, 
fy a 4 ‘ , India Office, March 27, 1901. 
wie Ma a by Lan Goose ation oGkensdee CRETE HE A OIITOE 
. O'Conor cles 0, 7 of e 19th Mare! oO i i 
GUA HUA OR ORE ee 


T am also to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of a telegram 


‘Mth Mareh 


which has heen dispatched to the Viceroy in reply to his message of t 


_ Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No, 96. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Relegraphi 

YOURS, 14th Mareh, 
ae O'Conor ports that Vali now asserts Ad 1 
Taiz district. O'Conor proposes to retuse | 


Haushabi territory tinder Brith 
Navshinbi textitory under Pritish protec 


March 27, 1901. 


nd five villages to he in 
ise to discuss question as to fort being in 
‘i ‘ ion, to press for immediate orders to Malion 

nd to warn Porto that, if Nasir does not retire, we EL 


) ks that reasonable tine for retiremen : i 
Aistanee Hetveon Sanat Ad’ Deja, Taye expresed eoneurenges 





No, 7. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 25.) 
(Telographie.) P. 
AD DARKJA fort. 
‘You may proceed as proposed in your tel 


Foreign Office, March 29, 1901. 


‘gram No, 7 of the 21st instant, 
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No. 98. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 1.) 


(No. 30.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 22, 1901. 

THAYVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telegram No. 5 of 
tocday’s date, 2 copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul-General at, Tabreez 
respecting the proposed Concession to a Russian Company for a carriage road from that 
place to the Russian frontier. 

Tam sending a copy of Mr, Wooi’s despatch to His Majesty's Ambassedor at 
Constantinople, who was good enough to inform me by telegraph of the reports which 
had reached him of endeavours being made with this object by Russia. 

T hear that the new Russian Director of the Russian Banque de Préts, who is to 
succeed M, esobrazoff, has special instructions from M. de Witte to advance to the 
imost of his ability the extension of Russian ronds and trade in Azerbaijan, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


SSS 


Inclosure in No. 98. 


ConsuleGeneral Wood to Sir A, Hardinge. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Tabreez, (undated), 
THAYE the honour to bring to your knowledge the following information :— 
Whilst His Majesty the Shah was journeying in Russia an effort was made to obtain 

from him a Concession for the carrying out of a“ chaussée” from Tabreez to Julfa or to 

His Majesty stated, in reply, that he would prefer to have the road built by 
nntly pressed, he promised that should the Persians not 
901, that the Concession would lapse to the Russians, 


said works undertaken by hi 
incipal people and merchants of 
heing present at some of them, 

Vitive merchants are not progressive, and have not much confidence in each other 
or, unfortunately, in the Government, but through the efforts of the Nizam-cs-Sultaneh 
a ‘temporary Committee was formed, and a scheme of ways and means and of the 
Undertaking was drawn up, and has been submitted to the Sadr-isAzam, some two 
months ago. 

Up to. the present tine, however, no. reply tits been vouchsafed and nothing 
seemingly done 10 earry out the Shah’ wishes in the matter, and the impression here 
sow is that His Majesty bas been kept in ignorance of the submission to his advisers, of 
The scheme which has been forwarded in order that through the lapse of the time fixed 
for the undertaking it should fall to. the enterprise of the Russians, whom it would well 
suit ovine to their being already: in possession of the Concessions for railways in tote 
paris, and who could, therefore, build the road as they liked, and carry it to places 
tnthought of in the original Persian plan, 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) CECH B. WOOD, 





No. 99. 
‘Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 1.) 


{No. 31. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, February 27, 1901 
THAVE the honour to report that the Salar-ed-Dowleh, the Shah's third son, has 
been promoted from the Governorship of Khainseh, a small distriet in North-Western 
Persia, to the Governor-Generalship of Arabistan and Turistan, 
Tis Royal Highness having been good enough on his arrival here a few days ago to 
eye 





send me a complinientary message, I paid him a visit on the 28rd instant, and took 
advantage of the professions of sympathy for England which he then made to me te 
express a hope that le would encourage British commerce and enterprise, and more 
especially the endeavours of Messrs. Lyneh to develop inland navigation in’ the great 
Province intrusted to his control. 

Out interview was of a very cordial character. and on the 24th instant His Royal 
Highness asked me to call on him again, which I accordingly did yesterday, He 
renewed to me in still stronger terms his assurances of esteom for His Majesty's Govern, 
ment, whose friendship was 80 important to Persia, and declared that he would do all in 
his power to favour British interests in Arabistan, where he said that Erench emissaries, 
professing to be engaged in pnrely seientifie research, were really working to undermine 
ur influence. His allusion was of course to the exeavations being carried on. at 
Persepolis, Susa and other ancient sites by M. de Morgan, formerly of the Cairo 
Museum, who, like all Frenchmen employed in Bgypt, is inclined to Anglophobia, and 
doubitless thinks that he may usefully combine antiquarian studies with patriotic services 
to France by assisting, in various indirect ways, the anti-British propaganda of Ruf 
fAsents in Southern Persia. His Royal Hightess, as a further proof of his goodewill, 
handed to mea manuseript which had come into his possession some two yeurs b 
through native servant, and which proved to be pwurt of a report, probably 
Years old, by an English officer to the Government of India on. the best measures for 

ondueting: military ope xainst Russia or Russia aud Persia 

ad, Me added as further evidence of his political views and sympathies that, he 
had made at the time strong representations to his father against the recent Russing 
Joan, and that I might alvays rely upon his friendship, These promises, he 
ontirely disinterested and prompted solely by publie 

Without inquiring too closely into the real motives of His Royal 
tmunieations, | thought it advisable to take the opportunity: of establishing Triendly 
versonal relations with him. I therefore expressed my cordial thanks for the confidence 
Which he had heen good enough to display towards mie, and begged him to alford ine « 


e, 
bout ten 


farther mark of his friendshiy hy accepting, as a remembrance of our meeting, « suvall 
posent in the shape of «gold ate 


Thad taken tho liberty of bringing with me. 
To took if with evident pleasure, remarking that he should henceforth regard me as hig 
brother," anil we parted with expressions of mutual esteem, His Itoyal Highness, 
tough so far rather an unknown quantity, might perhaps, cven if only partially sincere, 
h cd useful friend to our important interests in Arabistan, He isa young Prince of 
engaging manners, and I should think of a good deal of intelligence nnd character, and 
Hearn he is about to marry one of the daughters of his uncle the Zil-os- Sultan, 

‘The Shuch-es-Sultanel, the Shah's second son, who is believed to be on the wiole 
well disposed towards England, is about to assume the Governor-Generalship of the 
‘adjueent province of Fars, so that the administration of the whole of South. West Persie 

neludine the Zil-es-Sultan's ovn Government. of Ispahan) will be, at least nominally, 
in the hands of these three Princes, ‘The Shuch is said to have. stipulated that the 
resent Governor of Bushire should he removed, and the powers of the Depity-Governor 
oF Shire reduced, | His Royal Highness is, However, I reuret to say, inn very 
\usatistnetory state of health, and it is hardly to be hoped that he will be able to exhibe 
much vigour in the goverument of his Provines, 

T have exchanged friondly messages with lis Royal Highness the Zilees-Sultan, 
{n reply to a private inquity as to whether he could continae to count on our protection, 
1 have assured him that no change has taken place in the sentiments of the British Govern’ 
tent towards him, and that the pledges given him by my predecessors till held. goo 
These pledges, as your Lordship may remember, are to the effect that we will do our 
best to gurantee his personal security, as distinet from his maintenance in his office 
and emoluments, as to which we could not promise without encroaching on his brothers 
sovereign right: 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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No. 100. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 1.) 


u tial. 
My ‘ior, Cemssestist) Tehran, February 28, 1901. 

T HEAR from a perfectly trastworthy source that Genetal Kassakowsky, the 
Commander of the Cossack Brigade, is endeavonring to obtain permission to have a 
special tribe of Tlyots or nomads in the neighbourhood of Tehran assigned to him as 
a recruiting ground for his force. OF the 1,600 men composing his brigade he regards 
stout 500 as absolutely tobe clid upon : and his object i to add to their number by 
filling up the places of those in whom he reposes less confidence by means of Tlyots, who 
vould receive a regular military training at the hands of Russian oicers, and, after @ 
few years’ service, would return to their tribe and form a kind of permanent reserve, 
their places being again filled by a fresh contingent of their tribesmen, 

‘The Hyots thus trained would enjoy the advantages of Russian protection, and the 
whole tribe wonld thus gradually become a reserve force, consisting of several thousand. 
men, who having received good pay and kind treatment from the Russian officers, and 

ing been trained to obey and look to thei, could be ealled to arms by them at any 
moment of emergency. It is obvious that if this plan sugeeeded and were to be applied 
ana mero estonded sealo, a powar could be built up vith, whil the Bersinn Gaver 
ment would have to reckon, and which would greatly strengthen the influence already 
cxorisd here by Rusia through the offers ofthe prorent Cosa fore, 

have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 101. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received pril 1.) 


‘0. 6a, Commercial.) 
My ace Tehran, February 28, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to Lord Salisbury’s despatch to 
Mr. Spring-Rice, No, 30, Commercial, of the 20th October Inst, that T spoke to M. Naus 
yesterday on the subject of the contemplated new Persian specific tariff, and explained that 
His Majesty's Government desired and expected to be consulted respecting the arrangements 
which the Persian Government proposed to substitute for the existing system. 

M. Naus assured me that this would certainly be done, but stated that there was no 
Tinmdiate prospect of any tarif changes, as heforo these could bo carried into effect it 
would be necessary to make a complete sweop of the “ mamuli,” or existing internal 
Customs duties, which were now levied by native tax farmers, He had wished to get rid 
of these immediately after the Shah's return from Europe so as to be able to. commenc 
his proposed! negotiations at the bezinning of the present year, but the Atabek-i-Azam had 
beet afraid of waking enemies of the holders of existing vested interests, and his reluctance 
had been increased within the last few days by the attitude of the Court faction which was 
working to deprive him of office. ° 

Tat patty (sh a8 your Lordship a aware t’bonded in Tehran by the Hakim-al- 
Mull) has now been joined by the Nizam-es-Sultanel, and the latter was actively working 
to bring about the fall of the Atabek-ieAvam in the hope of succeeding him as Grand 
Vizier. | ‘The Nizam-es-Sultaneb, whose antecedents I need not recapitulate, now governs 
Azerbaijan, in the name, ot on behalf of the Valiadh, and M, Naus informs me that the 
qpvosition, to which he has attached binrel having filed to. undermine the Ataelei- 
Azam, on the ground of his having sold the enuotry to, Russa in connedtion with the 
recent loan, is at present endeavouring to strike at Mis Highness through the Belaia 
Customs’ Administration, It appears that the Nizain-es-Sultaneh recently stated in public 
at Tabroez that it was a disgrace that the customs of a Mussulman country should have 
been placed by the Atabek-i-Azam under the control of Christian foreigners, and that 
shortly’ afterwards placards to the same effect were posted, with the reputed connivance of 
the Nizam, at various public places in ‘Tabreez, Some of these were of a violent 
character, the Mullahs being invited in them to lead the people in « movement against the 

pressive and vexatious mismanagement of Persian sources of public revenue by infidels, 
and M. Naus' own Agent at Tabree, is now on his way to ehran to report to hin on the 
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Situation, Simultaneously with these symptoms at Tabreez the Hakim-ul-Mulk has, so 
M. Naus tells me, represented to the Shah that the edministration of the Customs by the 
Belzian officials was causing serious discontent amongst his subjects, for which the 

ek-i-Azam was to blame. Under these circumstances both His Highness and M. Naus 
thought the moment hardly suitable for any further innovations which might irvitate the 
tax farmers and thus play into the hands of the opposition. 

T cannot say how faran attempt to overthrow the Atabek-i-Azam by a finatical 
agitation similar to. that which proved fatal to. the régie is likely to be succ 
natural that the knowledge or even suspicion of its existence should incline him to proceed 
with great caution matters relating to the Customs. The Shah is said to have 
replied to the complaints of the Hakim-ul-Mulk that, so. fur knew, the Belgian 
Customs was one of the best managed departments ity his ki .. His Majesty is 
however, very changeable and easily influenced by the last pe 
Meanwhile the question of a revision of Persian foreign commerci 
the internal Customs reforms which M. Naus regards a 
Tam assured by him, at least temporarily shelved. 

he inforination giv by M. Naus is confirmed by the Russian Minister who 
tells me that, whilet hi ernment is in principle prepared to discuss any proposals 
respecting a new specific tariff which that of Persia may submit to it, he has as yet no 
instructions to begin negotiations and doubts their being initiated at present. He is 
however inclined to think that the danger of a fanatical movement against the Be 
Customs’ Administration is not serious enough to constitute a real obstacle to their b 
attempted. M, Argyropoulo said he saw no reason why, in the event of the adoption of 
M, Naus’ general sclieme, certain articles should not remain subject to low ad valorem 
duties, and he thought his own Government might aot probably insist on this 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No. 102. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received Aprit 1.) 


(No. 45.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 4, 1901. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith Major Sykes’ despatch No. 2 of this 
‘year, in whieh he reports on the progress of his survey, 
Thave urged the Persian Government to lose: ni instructing the Acting 
Governor 1 of Fars to send an escort for Lieutenant Crookshank to Tarum. 
Major Sykes left Bunder Abbas for India on his way to Europe on the 4th 
January 
Lhaye, & 
neil) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No, 102, 


Major Sykes to the Marquess of Lansdown 


(No.1) Dolutabéd, six stages north of Bunder Abbas, 
My Lord, muary 12, 1901, 
IN the present despatch T have the honour to give sonie xecount of my winter 


tour, 
Korman was quitted in the middle of November, and a rapid march made seross 
familiar country towards Jiruft, the small pi that had been purposely 
loft, being duly’ completed. 
In diruft, whieh is hot country, I thoroughly explored the district and examined 
various ruined cities, Mareo Polo's’ *Camadi"” in particular, covering many square 
miles, Teame to tho conclusion that it was destroyed by a flood, as there are millions 
of kiln-lnurnt bricks {0 be seen, but not 3 

whole district, my Lord, has ¢ mid it is pitiful to see a few 
, the Arabs and Seljuks both 
iso of sreat stratewieal importance, Lying on 

is undoubtedly the best route from Bunder Abbas to Kerman, 
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Lieutenant Crookshank, of the Survey Department, finally met me in Southern 
Tiruft, His difficulties had been yery great, as almost all his Indian followers were ill, 
‘and his transport was in a state of collapse, 

Tt took some days to improve matters, when wo temporarily separated for a week, 
as Thad not completed my survey, which we arranged should jom that of Lieutenant 
Crookshank on 28° 30° latitude, 

‘An unusually heavy rainfall somewhat delayed work, but the last week in 
December we were able to quit Jiruft, the Governor of which was an old friend of 
mine, and march for some stages south-west along the very route followed by the 
illustrious Venetian in the thirteenth century, which, in Rudhar, was crossed by the 


ending the high range 
good idea of the country sv 
were approaching was gained, while we explored the various passes by which it-can he 
crossed, 

Tam now completing fresh arrangements for Lieutenant Crookshank’s transport, 
after which the march will he continued in the direction of Tarum, 

Although it is nearly a fortnight since Fars was entered, there is no news of the 
promiseil escort, and, as the country is somewhat disturbed, I feel anxious, since 
surveying includes scattering of small parties at some distanee from the main body, 

‘The handing over of the customs to Russia, as is universally believed to be the 
ase, and the increased movement of Europeans in Persia, is giving rise to suspicions, 
0 that travelling and surveying are hecoming more difficult, 

Tf it be the case that several Russian Consuls haye been appointed in Southern 
Persia, their advent will considerably excite the population, especially as they are sure 
to have large escorts. 

Tn any case, it is a subject of congratulation that so much has already been 
accomplished. 

Linye, &e. 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, 





No. 103. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 1.) 


(No. 36.) 
Tehran, March 4, W901, 
an, late Deputy Manager of tlie 
, int stceession 
‘The appoint= 


Tw 
iad, he 
nounced his 
nclean, 


(Signed) ARUHUR If, HARDINGE, 





No, 104. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 1.) 


ie se) Tehran, March 4, 1001, 
THE Atabeki Azam spoke to me shortly after my arrival here about the concession 
to the Imperial Bank of Persia of the Kum-Sultanabad-Ahwaz road, and complained 
that although so longa period had clapsed since it had been granted very little had 
been done towards the completion of the road. : eal 
From inquiries which I made of the Minister of Public Works and of |. Naus, both 
‘of whom were present at our interview, and from subsequent conyersations which I have 
[ie15) 2D 
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had with M, Rabino, the manager here of the Imperial Bank, I gather the present state 
of the question to be as follows 

The first section of the road from Tehran to Kam has been for some time past 
‘open to carriage traffic, and the farming out of the transport service, together with the 
tolls, which are very low, had so far brought in a fair working surplus. From Kum to 
Sultanabad (the great earpet-making centre) a road of a sort has been made; but when 
it was last inspected by the Minister of Public Works he reported that it was not sufficiently 
complete to justify the Government in allowing the collection of tolls by the bank on 
animals and vehicles using it, Between Sultanabad and Ahwaz no attempt at a carriage 
road exists, but the Persian Minister and M. Naus both expressed their opinion that if 
the road for which the Concession was originally granted to the bank eould be completed, 
4 trade route between 'Vehran and the Persian Gulf of the greatest value both to 
British commerce and to the internal development of Persia would be opened up; and 
thoy contrasted our apparent apathy in them: ith the energy of the Russian 
Company in constructing the new road from the capital to Reslit, M, Nans assured 
mo that the Alwag road would pay 10 per cent, per annum on the original outlay, but 
this appears to me to be an unduly sang te, 

‘Whe position of the Tmperial that the building of 
not within the scope of the business which they can hope to do in the count 
their Statutesdo not permit them to put capital into it, Itseems a pity, if this b 
they ever nevepted the Cycesion, but however this may be, they would now lik 
with it to ¢, which might work the present Teiran—Kum, and when the latter 
is complete, ais it soon will be, the Kum Sultanabad sections (both of which combined 
would probably just pny), and which might ultimately be succeeded by a Company tor 
ho continuation of the road beyond Sultanahad and working of the entire line from 
‘Nebran to the head of the Karun navigation, 

Tt woud, however, he necessary for the formation of such a Company that some 
sort of encouragement should be afforded to it in the shape either of a guarantee or 
subsidy, in which ease the undertaking, if only fairly and moderately supported by the 
Persian Government, m prove a Success. Tt would be necessary to 
Yevise the terms of the more especially the clause respecting” the 

sition by the concessionnaires of lands in the neighbourhood of their stations, as to 
which there is a diseropaney between the English and Persian texts, and to fix precisely 
the umount of toll to be charged; but an essential preliminary to any negotiations with 
the Persian Ministers would be an understanding as to what assistance, if any, could be 
expected is Majesty's Goverment on the xround of our political and comiereial 
interests in Southern Persia, 

‘Mhe question of stich assistance has already been mooted on more than one oceasion, 
‘The importance of proceeding with the rond was urged by Mr. George Macken 

ter to Sit Thomas Sanderson, dated the Sth Febrinry of last year, and when T was i 
Finland last winter Lwas shown several reports and recommendations by Mr, Spring-Rice 
on the subject, T understood at the time that Lord Salisbury, ax Seer f State for 
Foreign Affairs, had expressed a strong view as to the impossibili " ment 

any foreign country, and more especfally one in the sit Persia, 

ordingly told M, Rabino that, in my opinion, all idea of help in this particular 

form must be abaniloned. On the other hand, there are precedents for assistance in 
the way of a subsidy, and a 


ly spoke unofficially and 
Mvetion of the language 
y of me form of 


Tam 

‘ many weighty reasons, not a propitious one for 

gestions of this description, but { would ¢ time, venture to 

serve that from a local Persian point of view it might be a pity to let the opportunity 

slip by, ‘The Atabeki Azam is, I believe, anxious for various persoual reasons of his 

‘own, to draw as near to us just now as he safely can without unduly compromising his 

relations with Russia, and T should be sorry to discouraze any overtures, however 

lacking in real sincerity, which he may make torus, and thus enable him to say,as he did, 

no doubt very unfairly, about the loan, that his advances had been received by us with 

indifference, and that we ask him to befriend our interests in Southera Persia without 
‘ourselves moving a finger to help him, 
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Tt has occurred to me as possible that Messrs. Lynch might be induced to fuse 
their interests in the Karan with a larger scheme for the opening of a road to connect 
that waterway with C nd that the subsidy now paid to them might be 
temporarily increased by 20001. or 3,000/. a.year, on. the understanding that its 
proceeds would be applied to the furtherance of this combined enterprise, 

Tn any case, I would most respectfully submit that we cannot, in presence of the 
increased activity of our Northern rivals, hope to maintain our position in Southern 
Persia without some additional pecuniary Sacrifices, and that Russia is willing to incur 
them iit order to press her advance in every way, throngh Consuls, commercial and 
banking agencies, and trade routes, into what has hitherto been our especial. sphere. 
Unassisted and unsupported from home the Imperial Bank ean do little or nothing with 
its Road Concession, nor can any English Company be expected to take it up; and I 
cannot help fearing that if it lapses or dies of inanition—and it has only a few more 

rs to rin—our place may be taken fo our serious detriment by our rivals, and a 
future artery between Central Persia and the Gulf pass under their unfriendly 
control, ‘ 

Te appears to be certain that, notwithstanding the somewhat feeble opposition of 
the Shah, a road will very shortly be constructed and worked by « Russian Company 
from Julfa to Tabreez, with branches to Kazvin and Kermanshah; and] havo it on fairly. 
ood authority that this road will be built in such a way that it will only require rails to 
de laid down in order to convert it into a railvay. Simultaneously with this project, 
a subsidized line of Russian steamers is beiug started from Odessa to the Persian Gulf, 
Whilst the Russian Bank is about to open azencies at Shiraz and elsewhere, and there 
can be little doubt that a determined effort will cre long be made, if it has not, indeed, 
‘ready legun, to tndennine ous commercial supremacy and political influence in 
Southern Persia, ge be 

‘Phe Road Concession is still de jure in English hands, but if, owing to their inability 
4o utilize it, it should be allowed to slip from their grasp, the ground once lost may. not 
easily be recovered, = : 

T hope to append to this despatch, for convenience of ready reference, a copy 
of the original Concession for the road, Should the copy, however, not he finished by 
the time our bag closes, T will forward it by the next post, 

T have, &e, 
oil) ARTHUR I. WARDINGE, 





No. 105. 
Sir A. Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 1.) 


Sy ton Tehran, March 8, 1901. 
T FEEL some hesit after so short a resideneo at Tohvan, in offering any: 
observations on the political sittation in this capital. 
Brielly stated, however, it appears to bo something as follows:— * 
‘An acute struggle ins been going on for some time past between the Atabek-i~ 
aan and a faction composod partly of tho Shah's eitowage, headed by the Hakim 
Tulle and partly of all tho various eleinents who, for one reason oF another, are 
‘sitisfiod with the present Administration, 
The Atabek-i-Azam is convinced that if he falls now he will fall for over, and that 
bis personal safety, perhaps even his lie, are at stake. Hence the violence with which 
wutacked his chief opponents, actually exiling some and forcing others to accept 
remote Governments. ‘They on thei side ar bent, also, from a, strong instinct of 
Colf-preservation, on destroying him, and will shrink from no means whieh can help 
them to attain this end. ; 
‘ho Shah, weak ured, undecided, and in a fecble state of heulth, fs swayed 
in the other, {t is his auatural inclination to keep the 
Minister, in office, but he dislikes His Highness? 
sonal friends, and 


wt of His Imperial Majest : 
compelled to in the revocation of the sentences of exile obtain 
gainst two of the late Ministers, the Moukhtases 





ed-Dowlch. The former has, partly or nomi result of represent: 
01 nally as a result of the representations of 


ki yan he is by bi vho poi 

fhe Persian Government that, whilst he did nee PEE eee eco 

ie canelty, he should have to protest against any pieces Wh TSstarasEaL 

gafoy and private ght Deon allowed to retum to shan. he latter instead af 

the same time the Atabek ene we Guu Vite ee 
i zam’s nas Grand. Visi yet 

ered ane. ow fr all these intrigues elke aatotna oor ieee 

d 4 leaders of the Opposi ye anti-Russlan, bt ma 

i : the Opposition profess to be a 

find i aisoble to take a diferent Tne should thot succeed in dislodging fhe Great 
f ixio appear Frit y to vi ven if onl “ 

concessions, our support ovat lant its outwaddevidensn so to beable ote te 


sharges of bis rivals to tho effect that ho is the reatureol the Russunee He hee 
t He has 


probably enough patriotic pride to wish, if possi 
probably enough patro + 1 possible, to maintain a balance by 
Boe ud Roi ne pin ly ee th rants of Ewe 
1 er han 0 is enemi 
Sefer on ae hu tar ey ch ay 
__ Lhave, &e, - 3 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


but may 





No. 106. 


Sir A, Harilinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 1.) 


(No. 89.) 
My Lents 


2 Tehran, March 5, 1902. 
tion of my aespateh No. 37 of the 

am about the telegrap 
and left with him a copy of the ia a 
ns contained in your Lordship's despatch i 
| ad addressed to the Persian Foreign Office on the subject. The 
Foreign Minister has heon ill for the last week or so, and T have, ine cce baat 

‘Tho Atabex-i Azam rey jecti 
snd Miah peated the objections which the Sh oxpres 
Dung and working of the tive by English telegraph oftats in the wid date 
Southern Helucistan on the ground of the daner oft recuronee of suck incidents fe 
the Gras’ murder, but anid that the Persian Goverment were ay orion 

ict it hy degrees themselves, and lind sent 4 Commissioner to 1 
ssn de themselves and bn sont s Commissioner to Mekr 

explained that the present proposals of Ti 
framed with the expres tktines cl sebetiug theseaivent 
thew night bo finally set at testi leat of tho orfainad sis 
to. harbar, the one recommended by Maj Vi 
Kerman due east vi Bam to Moki, on the 
pointed out that in. this ease the distance for 
territory would he shortes ae 
believed to he more 


AVE the honour to report, in conti 

Sth ultimo, that T Hueion HAN apts he AE 
to the fronticr of Beluchistan, 
accordance with the instructions 


idents as 


jesty’ 


graphic come 
went to exercise 
His Iighness promised tot 
fo Tay all ese consit ions het s] 
asad ie ha he would do his ee fee ee nt Bee DeSean 
sa cat Highness azin onthe subj yosteriay: find ie Yafermed! me that h 
consent to the proposals Thad oto hi at 
fat we should meet again at an on Toni Chae CRE Cee 
Fowl till he att equi to he settled, Me wise to know yrsthiGe our 
te suroly the material for the ine meant that we should not change “the 
OYeHt as otherwise the under ie would ve 
since wold bens thon tn few or uo aie reedplg Pens TO SPENT 


tthe idea to be that the Indo-European Telegraph Depa 
ie Indo-European 2 
(send out the material, and would peratally reimbursed fry 
om the 
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proceeds of the line; but I thought it better not to commit! myself on the subjet, 
Pry merely said that T would ask your Lordship for definite explanations on this 

int. 
Point sis Tighness took no exception, and, indeed, made no allusion, to the condition 
which I had feared would cause most difficulty, viz. that the Persian subjects who 
Mhich Avork the line should be in the employ. of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department, and thus by the Treaties under British proteotion, and. though, 7 had 
Peer eT cotiee, careful to explain it in my note, Ldid not refer to it further. He 
erearcod., however, that the Shah would be willing to allow the line to be periodically 
cpeehined by English inspeetors, as is done in the ease of that from Tehran to Mfeshed, 
with, I believe, satisfactory results. 

“Ih to far, therefore, as the Shah's eonsent of the principle of the scheme has been 
obtained, a aiep in advance has been made; but we must expect @ good deal of 
Giscussion and delay before all details are finally settled, 

T hope your Lonlship will approve the construction of the line, as recommended 
by. Major Sykes (with he concurrence of the local Head of the udo- Europes 
Metegeaph Department), from Kerman vidi Bam to Moka, instead of to @ point Oe 
Ae taken ecast. Ia the first place, by deeiding upon this road ve shall shorten the 
tf anee in mileage for which it will be under Persian control, and appear at the same 
distance aking a concession to the Persians by reducing the area of their obliga: 
tions and. responsibilities in respect of it, Tn the second, by constructing it, more on 
Wats ong, of ab least, parallel with and ‘close to, the Nushiki-Seistan carayan route, 
sess A Radiveetly assist the development of the latter, and affonl an additional foot: 
eee Puts tnterests in the important. region to the immediate south, of, the 
sold tee he Turther north in the direction of Seistan wo ean push that foothold 
Helm nore especially if in doing s0 we can seem to be lightening the task whieh 
the Detter ne the Persian Government to undertake, and the advantages of which to 
themselves they are not very quick to perecive, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDING. 





No, 107. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoine—(Reerived April 1.) 


5 ‘Tehran, Mareh 6, 1901 

Ho TAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly: summary of eutrent 
events in Persia and on the ‘Transeaspian and Afghan frontiers 

ts in Pers guasary was compiled by Captain Sehasider the mails from Meshot 
have Drought us some further information which T ought, perinps to add te ts 

eapoears that the appointment of the, Naiyur-ed-Dowleh (who is bel wei to have 
Rossin Peninys) a8 Governor-General of Khorassnn hing boon strovgly resented} all 
Rossin Worfeaked and that Petitions against it to the Shah and the Attubeles- Ase 
coe eee by the clergy, merchants, and religious stndents, ‘They all desire thee 
tare RaceleAfulk, the eldest son of the Rukn-ed-Dowlch (the deceased ¢ vvernor-General) 
should be appointed instead. ; 

Hoe Pied report is confirmed ftom independent sources here, and 1 am informed 
that ar cery eurt and sharp reply fas, been sent by the Persian Government, 10 the 
petitioners: Tho Raisul-Tujar, the ebiet of the Meshed merchants, ‘who took a lead in 
Prgenizing the protest, lis, moreover, been summoned to Debra, 

nizing Me Preurred at Kuchan against the Agent of the Belgian Customs Depart- 
ment, which is ascribed to tho instigation of the local authorities. < 

‘rhe persistent reports of an intention to extend the Russian Railyay from Sheikh 
Junaid te/Chahil Duktaran are not substantiated by any outward evidence, but there isa 
jarge. stock of rails at Sari-Yazi, and o line has been marked out with pogs from 
Preikupr Station to Khantapa (about 80 miles), whence it is about 7 miles to the 
‘Afghan frontier at Maruehak, “s 

wt Hgheaaek quarantine guards at Turbat-ilTaidar and Karez, hare been reduced 
from ten to six men at each place, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


ee ee 


(1615) a 
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Inclosure in No, 107. 
Monthly Summary of Nes, ending March 6, 1901, 


Tehran—The weather during the past month has been singularly mild and the 
want. of rain or snow is badly felt, Irrigation has already commenced in the com- 
growing district of Veramin; this is unusually eatly. ‘The Salar-ed-Dowleh, a son of 
His Imperial Majesty the Shab, has been appointed Governor of Arabistan, and the 
Shon-es-Sultanch, another son of the Shab, has been appointed Governor of Fars; 
both these Princes are young men and inexperienced, 

A Russian engineer, named Rosskossky, is now in Tehran in connection with a Con- 
cession for working the naphtha springs recently discovered near Resht, at the mouth of 
the Safid Rud, 

Pho Naiyer-ed-Dowleh has been appointed Governor of Khorassan in place of the 
Ruln-ed-Dowleh, deceased. 

‘he rivalry between the Attubek-i-Azam and the Hakim-ul-Mulk (Vazir Durbar) 
continues without any decided advantage on either side. ‘The Shah paid a visit to the 
house of the latter, whereupon the Attabek-i-Azam, in order to avoid visiting the house 
of his rival, reported himself as indisposedl for several days, 

‘The Minister for Porign Affairs, the Mushir-ed-Dowiek, has been ill now for some 
days past, and work is almost at w standstill i 

Meshed.—There is a rumour, which is unconfirmed, that four troops of Russian 
Cossacks are proceeding to Tarbatci-Hnidari from Pul-i-Khatun on their way to Sei 
M. Zaroudny, the Ru , has been travelling along the Afghan frontier 
towards Soistan, It is rumoured that his journey is connected with a survey for a line 
running. close to the frontier from the ‘Trauseaspian line, 

A letter from the Herat Agent states that a report is in circulation that the Ameer 
hhas issued an order that one-eighth of the male population are to serve in the army, It 
is stated from the same source that the Ameer is in constant communication y 
Sultan and that maps of the British Afghan boundary and the various Agre 
Hetween the two countries have been sent to Constantinople, 

Raids of cattle are reported by the Jaffer-bai-Turcomans, Notwithstanding the 
prohibition of the export of wheat the trade still continues, from 100 to 150 loads are 
exported tyo or three times a-week into Russian territory. ‘The Hashmut-ul-Mulk 
(Kain and Seistan) is now reported to be on very friendly terms with the Russian Vi 
Consul—they have interchanged prosents, After careful inquiry, the reports of cliclera 
in Herat are found to he false, 

The editor of the ‘ Adilye,”” a paper published at Meshed, wrote an article on the 
lato Queen Vietoria, praising her in the strongest terms, 

A report on Seistan, which occupied the staff of the Russian Consul-General many 
nyo! work, hus boon went to the Russian Legation ut Teliran, Persian oficals employed 
on quarantine duties on the frontier report that there is no cholera, and complain of the 
hardship of being kept on this duty for no reason, 

Resht.—The recently discovered petroleum or naphtha springs are situated at the 
nouth of the Safid Rud, at a place named Tonokaban, ‘They are on the property of the 
Nast-es-Sultanch, Governor of Resht, 

Kermanshal.—Russian officers are reported to have visited this place ; they 

a map of the district, ‘They were accompanied by four Cossacks, and left for 

Kerman,—Mr. Dunean, an engineer, with nine workmen, has arrived here, and is 
endeavouring to sink an artesian well. He is apparently hopeful of success, 

“Tabrees,—Setious troubles aro roported from tho Ardebil district Wotween the Persian 
authorities and the Shahsavand tribe; tliese, when pressed, retired into Russian territory. 
Some 2,000 troops have heen sont ayainst them. ‘They have a large quantity of Russ 
rifles in their possession, which, it is said, were supplicd them in order to enable them 
to raise this disturbance. ‘The Russian offer of 600 Cossacks to help to put down the 
trouble was refused by the Persian Government. ‘The offer was made by the Russian 
Consul at ‘Tabreez, 

‘There is much talk of a *chaussée” between Tabrocs and Julfa, ‘The Shah is said 
to be anxious that this should be carried out by Persian enterprise, and is unwilling to 
grant a concession to the Russians for this purpose, 

Bushire —Further soizures of arms are reported from the firm of Malcolm and Co. 
‘The firm state that these arms were imported previous to the prohibition in December 


1897. 
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A boat belonging toa Persian merchant at Koweit, and bound for that port, was 
ssrecked at Tabreez, on the Tangistan coast; she had 800 Martini-Henry rifles on board 
of her. 

‘The Persian Government has prohibited the importation into Persia of certain 
newspapers in the vernacular published at Cairo; the “Suraiya”” is one of them. 

Inter-tribal fighting was in progress in the neighbourhood of Koweit; the Sheikhs? 
people are reported to haye eaptured 200 mares, as well as camels and cattle from Ibn 
Rashid of Nejd. 

‘The first shipment of Russian goods from Odessa vid the now line is expected to 
arrive shortly; freight and transport charges are said to be very low, It is thought that 
the shipment will consist chiefly of cotton goods and sugar, 

Good rain is reported in the Karun district, and the crops should be very large this 


Ispake 
Bushire. 


There has been unusually little snow and rain at Ispahan and the surrounding 
districts this year ; the opium crops will suffer heavily, 

Dr, Grifliths, of the Church Missionary Society, leaves for Kerman to open a Medical 

ion at that place. 

‘The Mollahs are fairly quiet, but some of them are trying to force Mr. Elias to 
purchase some tobacco in which’ they are interested, and w of inferior quali 
‘Phere is some apprehension of a disturbance on this account. 

Prices are alittle abiore normal for grain and foodsstus 

(Signed) ©, Y, SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
Military Attache, His Britannic Majesty's Legation, Tehran. 


No, 108, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 1.) 


(No, 118.) 
My Loni, Constantinople, March 28, 1901, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 84 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despateh which ‘I have received from 
His Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, inclosi hy Commander de Robeck, 
of His Majesty's ship * Pyramus,” aid, in the Farsan 
roup. 

T have, &e, 
(Sigued)  'N, R, O.CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108, 


Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor, 


(No, 22.) 
Sir, 


Jeddah, March 6, 1901. 
IT HAVE the honour to forwanl copy of some notes oi the coal at Rarsan, by: 
Commander J. M. de Robeck, of His Majesty's ship “ Pyramus.” 

Thelieve the steam-ship “ Selamet,” of the Turkish Makhsoussé Company, would 
have reached Kumh Island about ten days ago with an additional 1,500 tons for the 
stock therv, while another ship of the same Company is ou the way with a further 
supply. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) G, P, DEVEY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 108, 


Notes on Coal Store, Kumk Island, Farsan Group. 


THE following Turkish ships are at Camaran :— 
"cruiser, Captain, Ahmed Bey ; steam-ship “ 
mmed Bey, Acting Com rya,” Captain, Kassim Effendi 

The Commodore is at. F Gerinan steam-ship “ Mari 
Grassov, is also at Camaran, 

‘The Beirut” is permanently here, the other two ships have come since. “Marie 
came to Farsan and Camaran. 

‘The following general information gathered :— 

‘Torks deny having ceded any territory, but suy they are establishing coal store 
which will be available for everybody. ‘Two Turkish steamers are reported to have 
Innded at Farsan, ‘Two Germati colliers are comin German sloop “Condor,” 
reported to have been there, and left 18th January, 1901. “Marie” has been here for 

x months, ‘The Captain says he has a detachment of ten men on board, the Consul 
says twelve, and a total crew of fifty person: 

February 21, 5°15 Aa Procceded for 


ion difficult on account of 
insufficient description of various islands, 


two buoys in channel to 

Arrived at Tibtah Bay 
Marie” (sketch attached),* 
found small Turkish 


gone to Lobelja yesterday, and was expected back 
board "i ‘call, who, with 
hie introduced me to the 


the i sxpects to complete 
building in another two months, He is also to, construct a coating jetty, 200 metres 
Thais Ruldia noe aR R ing aty plane of ieisesOeiige ieee ars tse SDSL 10 
Mosca: (ha AsHin CoaDAcannt Kets dowel y kay at coal whieh Heatatel waa 
1,000 tons, which is situated close to the leach and to southyward of niew store ; he said 
thut two mor on, 
wi 
would be kept in store here ; he told me pre 
sand was very difficult to work ; he could xiv: 
and there aie none here at 
‘The suull Turkish tug is used 1s a mail boat to Lobwijs, and for condensing water, 
being only beackish water‘on Kuh Island, the natives wetting their water tron 
Farsau Tsland, 
He told av that the stone was coming from Dumouk: 


February 20, 1901, at Camaran. 





No. 109, 


Sir-N. O'Conor (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received April 1,) 


(No. 120.) 
My Lond, Constantinople, March 25, 1901, 
T HAVE the lonour to tronsmit lo your Lordship herewith copy of a 
which [have received fom His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, reporting that the 
‘NYurkish gunboat a considerable consignment of vifles and 
aumunition on board 4 Persian sailing vessel off the coast of Katr, 
he consiguaient was destined for the Sheikh of Kate. 
T have, &e. 
ned)” -N. R. CONOR. 


at Constantinople: 
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Inclosure in No. 109, 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 11, Confidential.) 
Sir, . Bussorah, February 19, 1901, 
WITH reférence to my despatch No. 10 of the 18th instant, I have the 
honour to report that the “Hodeida” brought to Bussorah a considerable consign- 
ment of Martini rifles and ammunition, which were seized by the ‘Turkish gun-boat 
“Zohat"” from a Persian sailing-vessel off the coast of Katr, ‘the number of rifles is 
250, and of the rounds of ammunition 12,000, T have not been able to see the rifles, 
but Iam informed that they bear English marks, and that some of them have also an 
inscription in Arabic, meaning, “Help from God and victory near.” ‘The ear 


which are solid drawn, have the following marks on hase Ls 
‘Che rifles and cartridges were destined for Jusim-bin-Thani, the Sheikh of Katr, 
who has protested vigorously against their confiscation, and asserts that in the present 
unsettled state of the country he is forced to arm for self-prote 
‘The arms are stated to have been brought from Museat, 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A.C. WRATISLAW, 





No, 110. 

India Office to Woreign Office —(Received April 2.) 

Sir, India Office, April 1, 1901, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 22nd March, Lam directed by the Seoretary 

of State for India in Coninei to forward herewith, for eommunication to His Majesty's 

Minister in Persia, a copy of a draft Convention for negotiation with the Bersian 

Government. in respect of the construction and maintenance of the proposed new 
central Persian line of telegraph, 

Tam, &e. 
(i HARDWICKE, 


Inclosure in No. 110, 


Draft Convention with Persia relative to Telegraphic Communication between Europe 
cond India, 


ARTICLE I, 


WITH the view of securing uninterrupted communication between Europe and 
India it is agreed that, in addition to the present line of telegraph from ‘Tehran 
to Bushiro, aud subinarine cable thonee to India, alnady estab had ia ville ct 

revious Treaties, a three-wire line of telegraph shall be cunstructed for the Persia 
lovernment from Kashan to the Beluchistan frontier vid Yerd and Kerman, 


ARTICLE Ti. 


In order that the line of telegraph may be constructed in a complete and effective 
smanner, the Persian Government agrees that it shall be built by aud under the direction 
and supervision of the British telegraph stait now controlling the international Tine in 
Persia, the British Government advancing to the Persian Government the salaries and 
allowances of the men actually employed on the work, 

(ues) 2P 





no 
ARTICLE 11. 


ish Goyernment agrees to procure for the Persian Government, at a 

casonable price, all the posts, wire, insulators, &c., that may he requisite for this 
work, and to arrange for the carriage of the stores to the sites ‘required, receiving 
payment for the same as hereinafter provided. . 


ARTICLE Ty. 


‘ho Persian Government agrees to lease the line, when complete, to the Indo- 

‘opean Telegraph Department at a rental of 4 per cent. on the eapital expended on 
its construction, including cost-of material—three-quarters of such rental to le retained: 
hy the British Government to recoup thom for the advanees made, and one qua 
subject toa minimum of 25,000 fi, to he paid annually to the Persian Government in 
{vo half-yenrly instalments. 


ARTICLE V. 


‘The maintenance of the line, including repairs, and the appointment, control, 
ind payment of the line guards, who must be Persian subjects, shall remain in th 
ds of the British Director and staff, the cost being defrayed by the British 
Government. 
io duties of the telegraph inspeetors and line guants are stietly confined to 
nig anid maintaining the line. 

Tt the line he wilfully damaged, the Persian 
Stringent moasires to oblige the local athe 
offenders. 

The Governors of districts will be accordinsly instructed to pay prompt attention 
‘yall complaints and communications made to them by the British officers. 


mont will take the most 
prchend and punish the 


ARTICLE Vi. 


‘he operators employed on this line shall be Persian subjects, but to enabl 
Uritish Director to have a perfect knowledge of the state of the wires and offic 
ficral vide for thek nd the rapid removal of any impedii 
ians or inspectors may reside 
r of such olectricinns and inspect 


ARTICLE VII. 
Mu tine will be of three wires: one wire 


ition for its loeal work, 
providol in Articles TV, V 


ARTICLE VIU1. 


‘The revenue dorived from the local traffic on the Persian wire shall belong entirely 
he Persian Government, By local traffic is meant mossages originating at one 
Persian station and termi ‘at another Persian station, 


ARTICLE IX. 


ds international messages originating or terminating in Persia, the 


Porsian Government shall receive two-thinls of the receipts of all bond fide terminal 
thessages, 


Anil as regards transit messages, as this line is merely an alternative one to that 


m 


now existing between Tehran and Bushire, the arrangement already made as detailed’ 
in Article VIIT of the 1873 Convention will remain as at present. 

State telegrams passing between the Government of India and the British Minister 
at Tehran shall be sent at lialf rates. 


ARTICLE X, 


Excepting where modified by this Convention, the Articles agreed upon in the 
Convention of 1872 remain in full force, and apply to this line, 


ARTICLE XI. 


‘This Convention shall remain in force until the 1st January, 1926, or for such 
longer period as the debt due by Persia for the construction of the line remains 
unpaid ; but it shall be competent for the British Government at any time hefore 
the expiry of this Convention, on giving six months’ notice, to hand ‘over the line 
in its existing condition to the Persian Government and to withdraw its officers and. 
employés from the country, ceasing from that date to have any further connection 
frth this Poraan telegrapie 
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Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 2.) 
(No. 12.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 2, 1901. 
TLS Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan has heen informed by Russian. 
Sccratary there that the post of Consul-General at Bushire has been conferred on the 
Consul at Resht. 





No. 114. 
Captain Schneider to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receineit April 4.) 


My Lord, 8, Queensborough Terrace, London, Aprit 2, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to report my artival in London on the 20th ultimo from ‘Tehran, 
Persia, 

T beg to inclose herewith for your Lordship's information, a Memorandum on the 
subject of a proposed Russian railway in Persia, the facts of which I gathered from a 
Russian engineer, named “de Rosskovsky," with whom I travelled from Persia to St. 
Petersburgh. 

1 trust that the Memorandum may be of interest to your Lordship, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ©, SCHNEIDER, Captain, lite Military Attache, 
His Britannic Majesty's Legation, Tehran. 


Tuclosure in No. 112, 
Memorandum, 


ON teaving Tehran on the 7th March, proceeding to England on six months’ leave, 
previous to rejoining my regiment, L travelled as far as St. Petersburgh with a M. de 
Rosskovsky, a Russian eogineer of some standing, who was concerned in the construction of 
the Krasnovodsk-Samarkhand-Railway, 

During the time we were together my travelling companion informed me that last 
year he had been sent by his Government in company with two officers of the Russian 
General Staff, one of whom was a Colonel, to survey a proposed line of railway in 
Persia, 

From what I could gather from M. de Rosskovsky, and from the photographs he 

owed me this Tine would run from Elizabetpol, in Russian territory, to Julfy, Tabreez, 








pie) 


hence to Tehran, from there to Ispahan, Tspaban to Yezd, and from Yezd to a port 
ide” the Persian Gulf, M. de Rosskovsky placed patticular stress on the latter 
oint. 
Par" ‘Wo shall not be content. with a port on the Persian Galf, but will take one on the 
open sea.” My informant added that there were very few engineering difficulties on the 
route surveyed, and that the construction of this line would absolutely crush all English 
trade with Persia, as we should never be able to compete with Russian goods. 

As to the date or time whew this line was to be commenced M. de Rosskovsky 
declined to say anything, but from the fet that he told me that the Russian Road Company, 
whose road from Resht to'Tehran is in a somewhat bad condition, were not going to spend 
very much ou repairs ‘as the road will soon be unnecessary and only kept as a military 
road.” I gathered that the time when the line will be commenced is not far 

stant. 

M. de Rosskovsky and his companions of the Russian staff travelled dressed as 
Persians while carrying out their work, and the former stayed some time in November last 
at Iepatian with Prince Dabija, the Russian Consul. 

M. de Rosskovsky is algo interested in a concession for working petroleum recently 
Aiscovered at. Tenkabood, near Khoremabad, five days’ march east of Resht, on the shore 
of the Caspian. He visited the place in company with Dr, Fegreus, who is an employé 
‘of Messrs, Nobel and Co,, of Baku, and a petroleuin expert. 

Dr. Fegreus informed me that he considered that petroleum and naphtha existed in 
large and paying quantities at ‘Tenkabood, ‘The concession gives the right of searching in 
some 5,000 or 6,000 square kilometres of count 

T gathered during my journey from a Belgian gentleman, Russian 
Brussels, that Belgian eapital would be obtained to work this concession. 

‘This person showed mea rough map of the land containing the naphtha springs, and 
informed me that M, Poliakhofl, of Moscow, was interested also in the affair, M. de 
Rosskovsky also showed me maps of his eon 

(Signed) . SCHNELL in, late Military Attaché, 
His Britannic Majesty's Legation, Tehran. 
Loniton, Aprit 2, 1901, 





No. 118. 
Iulia Office to Foreign Offiee.—(Received Aprit 4.) 


THE UnderSeeretiry of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotmry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram: 
to the Resident at Aden, da rd instant, reganting the reported mounting of 
guns by Russians to com 


India Office, April 4, V1. 


Tnelosi 


Lord G. Hamilton to Brigadier-General More-Molyneux. 


phic.) India Office, April 8, 1901. 


COMMANDEL-IN-CHLER, ML nm, reports to Admiralty 
Colonel Mozier, Secretary Lloya’s, just ) ates that heavy 
Krupp guns being mounted on abainland commanding Peri and stra 

engineers placing guns and searlicliglits and constructin 

inquiries, and telegraph intormation. Please repeat to Bombay 
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No. 114. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 4.) 


(No. 18.) 
Rete nie 1s Constantinople, April 4, 1901. 
AD-DAREJA fort: Your Lordship’s telegram No. 25 of the 20th ultimo, 
As I received no satisfactory answer to my representations, I made n verbal 
‘communication to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 2nd instant in the senso of 
my telegram No. 7. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Receised April 9.) 


Sir, India Office, April 9, 1901. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 4th instant, 
inclosing a telegram, No. 18 of the same date, from His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople, relative to the Ad Dareja fort. 

Tam to inquire whether the Marquess of Lansdowne approves of instvuctions 
being now given to the Viceroy to authorize the dispateh of an adequate force from 
Aden to support the Haushabi Sultan in expelling the Turkish intruder from the fort 
at Ad Dareja within the territories of the Sultan, Tam to inyite a reference to the 
Vicoroy’s telegram, dated the 14th March, inclosed in Sir A, Godley’s letter of the 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





No, 116, 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O'Conor, 


(No. 27) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 9, 1901, 
AD DAREJA fort question referred to in your telegram No. 18 of the Ath 
instant. 
It is proposed to authorize the immediate dispatch of a force from Aden for the 
purpose of assisting the Haushabi Sultan to expel the Turkish Sheikh from the fort, 
Is there, in your opinion, any reason why this step should bo further delayed 





No, 117. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 10.) 


Sir, Indie Office, April, 1901. 
TAM directed by Tord George Hamilton’ to forward, for Lord Lansitown 
information, a copy of a letter fiom the Government of India, on the subject of alfa 
at Muscat, 
Lord Lansdowne will see that the Sultan is now reported to be in «: 
endeavour to prevent his subjects from using the Frenel flag, under co 
they haye been enabled to carry on a trade in slaves practically with impunity; and 
hitherto His Highness has not recoded from the position of insisting upon the fulfilment 
of the pledge voluntarily given to him by the Suri dhow owners on the 12th June Inst to 
swurender their flags and papors to ‘the French authorities by whom they were 
originally issued. ‘The Sultan has been informed that His Majesty’s Government 
appreciate his devire to observe his promises and engagements to thems but in view 
of the limited charicter of the support thus afforded to him, he appears to be 
not unnaturally apprehensive of the consequences of persisting in a eourse which may 
offend the Frenelt Government; while the French Consul is reported to be doing. Vis 
Dest care the siguatories of the undertaking not to abide by it. 





et 


In his interview with M. Cambon, on the 25th Tune last, Lord Salisbury pressed 
is Execlleney the “invalidity of the French claim to offer protection to the 
power, which practically prevented us from. stopping vessels when 
thoy were engaged in the slave trade”; and in reply, M Cambon stated that existing 
papers should be carefully examined so as £0 exclude those for the grant of which no 
just cause existed. Captain Cox’s Report now forwarded shows that up to 
the commencement of last month there had ‘in fact, never been the slightest 
inclination on the partof the French to discuss with the Sultan the title of any subject 
of his to fly the French flag, 

In these circumstances Lord George Hamilton would inquire whether an oppor- 
tunity can he taken to refer again to the question with M. Cambon, as proposed in your 
lettor of the 28rd November list. 

His Lordship would further suggest that the Sultan should be aitvised to press for 

enyent in weting of the Freneh elnims pon him in he matter of the grant of 

fag. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 117. 


Government of India to Lord G. Humilion, 


Fort Willion, Mare 
11 reference to the correspondence ending with your Lords! 
(rlogram, dated the 27th November, 1900, we have the honour to forw 
sour Lovdship's information, a eopy of the correspon 
Of the B « hy the subjects of His Highness the Sulta 
commected therewith, 
We 
(sig 
ML. COLLE 
. ©, TREVOR. 
XM, RIVAZ, 
NY. RALEIGH. 
BBG. LAW, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 117, 


Captain Cow to Government of Lulio. 


1 IEAVE the honoue to refer to 

eived on the 16th dann 

2. Tn view of tHe 

Sur and sojotien in 
Lhd conteapplated yeporting to ¢ 

colleucy’s visit, T naw leary However, that his tour 
postponed, and therefore bey to requaint the Gove 

th nat aspect of the question, and the Sultan's attitude, av ale 
events, 

3, On my retum fom Kurraetiee in November, T conveyed personally to 1 
Highness ney the Viceroy to the effect 


m5 


tas come up in eonversation between ns, Ihave addressed myself fo him in terme 
which T shall presently describe. 

T must premise, however, by explaining that, so far as it has been presented 
to the Sultan’s perception, the French “investigation” referred to by M. Cambor. 
since July last, and quoted by the Marquess of Lansilowne (ride Foreign Department 
telegram of flie Ist December) has consisted simply in repeated attempts on their 

to frighten Mis Highness out of the position he has taken up, and to eneourge 
his Suri subjects to break their engagement and be disloyal to him; and, in general, 
in using every possible effort to prevent any of their so-called protégés at Sur from 
being lost to the French Government. 

There has, in fact, never been the slightest inclination on the part of the French 
t» “diseuss” with the Sultan the title of any subject of his to fly the French. flag, 
and I respectfully submit that, whatever the French law on the subject may: be, so 
Jong as the proprietary Sovereign is not complacent, it does not appear that the title of 
any of thom will bear discussion by fhe light of international lav. 

4, In conversing with His Highness on. the subject, Thave reminded him of the 
assurance that, as regards the prospective effect of his Edict of the 15th June, he has 
the entire support of His Majesty’s Government; that with regard to those of his 
subjects (practically composing all the French flag-holders), who, on the 12th Juno, 
gave him the voluntary undertaking to make rendition of their flags and articles 

mn 
present firm front to the end, the majority of them Would adhere to. their promise 
nd that the minority who remained disaffected and broke their engagement. would 
bly come to issue with the majority, and perhaps have to leave Sur in 


Thaye impressed upon him, os he hnd been told before, that he need under no 
circumstances admit, nor could the French seriously formulate, any claim to extend 
the protection of their flag to his tervitory or to his territorial waters: and, finally, 
T have tried to make him understand that no eivilized Government can make promises 
and give undertakings lightly, and that it would, therefore, be useless for me to write 
‘on his behalf and ask my Government what they would’ or would not do. several 
months hence in the event of possible contingencies happening, which they, looking 
at the matter from an international standpoint, cannot consider in the least: dogieo 
probable, 

I have recalled the question of Abdul Aziz, the French Consul’s Dmgoman, and 
reminded the Sultan how he had boen all along assured that the French Government 
had no locus standi for coercing him if he remained firm, and that their threats were 

pty ones, as to be the case, On the other hand, I have assured 
him fhat, when the time eame, if the French attempted any action which was incom. 
patible with our ‘Treaties and with His Tighness’ independence, we should ho as 
ready to intervene then as we had heen in the ease of tho said Abdul Aziz, 

Lastly, L have encouraged him to persove present firm attitude and to do 
all he can in a constitutional way to strengthei administrative position at 
Sur, and thus to discount as far 2s practicable the probability of many of his subjects 
remaining disloyal to him, 

;ve repeatedly talked to His Highness jn this strain from time to time, and he 
assures mo thit there is now no lack of cuestness on his part in this matter 
French flag, but that the final issue must depend on whethor the British 

Goyernment do or do not give him the necessary support 

On the other hand, T know that in the intervals between oun conversations he ia 

ool deal exercised by the fear that the French may make «sudden descent, 

spon Wim, and that we may not he able to support ms and that a eerain olin 
af his associates is constantly trying to persaade him that the British Government. is 


culties and is not in a position 10 help him, and that before he tinds himyelf in 
moma, he had hetter make a compromise with the Peench. 


¥»too, that for the I Weeks M. Ottayi has simutiancously heen 

ied and specific endeav aout & rapprochement between 

iyid Feysal and to see more of him than he bas for some months past, 

with the set purpose, probably, of ¢ the wavering Suris think as the time 

approaches when they must finally full or break their undertaking, that in spite of 

from Museat there is some truth in Commovlore Kiesei’s statement that. the 

Sultan ind como to some agevement with him, and acquiesced in their retaining their 
Prench fla: 

So fax, however, Saiyid Foysal’s demeanour gives no cause for apprehension, 





16 


5, Before concluding this Report, I venture to mention one or two points in th~ 
past correspondence with regard to which Iam in some doubt, and should be glad of 
information for my personal guidanc 

(a) Referring to the Report. submitted with my letter of the 18th June, 1900, 
to the Resident, and to paragraph 3 of tho Secretary of States’ despatch of the 
2th November, 1699, I beg to inquire whether there is any further information, 
likely to be of use to Ilis Majesty’s Government, which it may be desirable for me to 
endeavour to obtain during the coming sea: 

(.) With regard to the draft letter offered by the Sultan on the 16th May, 1900, 
am T right in supposing that, no direct reply to His Highness is to be expected from 
Mis Majesty’s Government, but that the telegram is held to have been answered 
indirectly cither by subsequent events or by Lord Lansdowne’s action referred to in 
Foreign Department telegram, dated the Ist December, 190 

‘Would such letter in any form give His Majesty's Government the desired focus 
atondi to act officially for the Sultan in this matter in negotiations with the French ? 
I respectfully submit that the mere fact of his asking us to take his burthen upon our 
shoulders inchis behalf puts us in a favourable position with regard fo him which it 
would be well for us, if possible, to make the most of, 

) If the terms of Foreign Department telegram of the Ist December above 

ed to finally summarize the action which His Majesty’s Government feel in a 

to take in the matter of the flys, I venture to inquire whether some steps in 
ion of the indorsement of Museat articles by Iis Britannie Majesty’s Consul 
cannot now he eonsitlered, 

6. ‘i copy of this letter will he duly forwarded to the Resident by the next 
up-mail. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 117. 
Government of India to Captain Cox, 


Sir, Fort William, February 19, 1901, 

TAM direeteil to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the Srd February, 
OL, regaiiing the use of the French flag by Muscat’ subjects and connected 

is. 

2. The attitude assumed by you in your interviews with His Highness the 

nis approved by the Government of India, As roxards the three points 
mentioned by you in the Sth parazraph of your Report, { am to convey the following 
instructions 

(w.) The information ealled for hy the Secretary of State for India in his Secrvt 
despatch, dated the 24th November, 180, has heen suificiently supplied by you, so far 
sis tho materials at_your disposal pevinitted, and was daly transmitted to Her ku 
Majesty’s Government, The Seeretary of State has not expressed a desire for firth 
details on any: particular point; hut the Government of India will weleome an; 
further information bearing upon the general question which you may be able from 
time to time to furnish. 


Gov r pt 
draft was offered by the Sultan on the Lith May, 1900, 
the Foreign Office, dated the 15th dune, 1900, of which copy 
British Government would have heen willing, on receipt of such sm appeal from the 
Sultan, to adidiess friendly representations to the French Government for the purpose 
of obtaining an examination of the practice complained of and the rectification of any 
abuses. In consequence of the Sultan's action at Sitr, the French Government 
since undertaken to investigate the fitle of the Suri dhow-owners to French prote 
us abiises, sind, as you were informe 
a, dated the Ist December, 1900, they will be reminded of 
it of the view whieh Her late Majesiy’s Gorerame 
taken of tho situation, it does not appear that the signing of the 
Sultan would give to the British Gov lecus standi to act officially on h 
hohalf beyond the extent above indicat . 
(c.) In your letter d WW, vou sugested that the Salta 
stiould be exeou and erew lists, printed. in 
and English, which would be indorsed by the British Consul at Muscat, and which, s 


indorsed, woulil constitute @ title to the good offices of our Consuls in other ports in 
the Indian seas. ‘This suggestion, which virtually amounts to a plan for taking 
Muscat subjects under British protection, is one which, in present cireumstances, the 
Government of India are not prepared to pursue. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. B. WOOD, ¥ 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 





No. 118. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Reerived April 10.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, April 9, 1901. 

I AM diteeted by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26ih ultimo, forwarding copy of a letter from the India Office, with inclosures, 
relative to the reported revision of the Persian Customs Tariff, and asking for the 
observations of the Board thereupon. 

In reply, I am to state that the Board have given these papers their careful 
consideration, and that they haze arrived at the following conclusions with regard to 

ferred to by Lord George Hamilton and the Government of India; 

concur with the proposal that sugar should be added to the list of articles 

the letter addressed to vou from this Department; on the 11th July, 1900, 
to which the special attention of His Majesty’s Representative at ‘Tehran should be 
directed 

2 ‘The Board also agree that, should the proposed conversion from ad valorem to 
specific rates of duty be carried out, it would he highly desirable that arrangements 
should be ade for the period uch specific rates, and that, should ad 
talorem duties continue to be lovied on certain goods under the revised aril, every 

¢ should be taken to secure the appointment of skilled appraisers to assess. the 
valuation of such goods. In this Intter connection the Board would suggest that, if 
any arrangement could be made by which the inyoices accompanying goods, plus 
a reasonable addition for freight and other charges, could be admitted asa sufficiont 
ould probably be more 

‘of apprisement by Persian Customs official, 


indication of the value of such goods, such an 
acceptable to traders than any sy’ 

With regard to the “fahdari” tax, the Board coneur with Lord George 
Hamilton that, if the report as to the exemption of waggons driven by Russian 


subjects, refersed to by Mr, Spring is despatch of the 9th January, should 
rove to be accurate, Ilis Majesty's Government should similar exemption 

ing extended to waggons under the charge of dri uility employed by 
British subjects. 

. Lastly, the Bonrd are of opinion that Tis Majesty's Government: should insist 
that the revised uviff should be uniform for the whole of Porsia, and. that no 
discrimination should be allowed in favour of trade by land as uzainst trate by sea, or 
in fayour of trade over the northern as against trade over the southern frontiers, | Tt 
appears to them that Iis Majesty's Government are entitled to prefer this elnim under 
the most-favoured-uation rights secured by the Anglo-Persian 'renties of 1841 
and 1857, 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) TL, LLEWELLYN SMITH. 


No. 119. 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received Aprit 10.) 
(No. 20.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, Aprit 10, 1901. 
[HAVE been informed, privately, that a few days ago the Sultan sent a telegram 
about Ad Laroja to the Vali of the Yemen, and I do not doubt that, as soon as the 
ilitary expedition proposed in your Lordship's telegram No. 27 becomes known here, 
instructions will Le sent to insist on the evacuation of the fort. I should 
not like an unpleasant fucident to occur while the Special Mission under Lord 
Wolseley is here and accepting the Sultan's hospitality, but otherwise I. see no reason 
for further delaying the expulsion of Mohammed. 








1s 


No, 120. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Contidential,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Aprit 13, 1901. 

1 AM directed by the Marquess of Lanstlowne to transmit toyou, to be laid before 
the Secretary of State for India, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran on the question of the construction of roads to connect the Karun waterway 
with Central and Northern Persia.* 

Copies of ' despatch from Mr. Spring-Rice and of a letter from Mr. George 
Mackenzie on the same subject are also inclosed.t 

Lord Lansdowne will be obliged if Lord George Hamilton will favour him with 
‘uy observations he may have to offer on these papers, and especially on Sir A. Har. 
dinge’s suggestion that some form of subsidy might he granted to a Company for the 
purpose of bringing about the construction of the road in question 

am, &, 
(Signed) . H. SANDERSON. 





No, 121, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Confidential.) i 
ir, Foreign Office, Aprit 13, 1901. 

1 AF directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to state, for the information of the 
Sccrotary of State for India, that, on receipt of your letter of tho th instant, he 
addressed & telegram to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, inquiring 
Whether his Excellency saw any reason for further delaying the dispatch of 4 foree 
from Aden to assist ‘the Haushabi Sultan in expelling the Turkish Sheikh from 
Ad Daroja fort. 

A copy of Sit N, O'Conor's roply is inclosedt 

In view of the opinion expressed by his Excellency in this telegram, Lord Lans- 


owne agrees that instructions may now be seut to the Viceroy in the sonse proposed, 
With reference to Sir N. O'Conor's desire to avoid the oceurreneo of an unpleasant 
ineident while the King's Special Mission is being entertained by the Sultan, Cam to 


state re Lord Wolseley is expected to leave Constantinople on Monday, the 16th 
instant, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





No, 122, 


Sir NO'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Rectived April 15.) 


(No. 195.) 
My Lord, Constuntinopte, April 4, 1901. 

{CALLED on the Minister for Foreigu Affuits on the 2nd instant to inquire 
Whether definite instructions had buen yet sent to the Vali of the Yemen to tusist me 
the Sheikh Muhammed Nasir Muchbut'withdrawing ftom Ad Dareja Fort, situated in 
Hushabi territory, and legally occupied hy him; and, if so, what answer had. been 
received, 

Tewilk Pasha replied that he dil not know whether orders had been sent or any 
further telexriun received from thy Vali than the one which had been communigated £5 
‘noon the 216t ultimo, stating that the fort was in the Taiz district, 

Vsaid T was sorry to, hear this, as T hoped the Imperial Government would have 

n readly to comply with the request Chad prefereed saa friendly spirit, and with 

iow to remove all danger of complications arising out of the exeited state into whieh, 
the ogcuy thrown the Haushabis, His Excelleney must, however, understand 
that it was lo for His Majesty's Government to submit’ to aggression of this 
Y of a protected tribe, and if orders were not immediately given 

tho Sheikh to witha, measures would be taken to expel k 


* No 104, 4 See Patt LV, No. 1195 and ante, No. {Nena 
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I also reminded his Excellency that the Minister of War had expressed hi 
willingness to send a military fore if such should be found necessary ‘to enforce 
obedience to the orders of the civil authorities, and I thought that this would have 
removed any difficulty in this respect. Knowing, moreover, the condition of the 
‘Yemen, 1 was anxious that r of a disturbance so close to the frontier should, 
if possible, be avoided, but if the Imperial Government declined to interfere they must 
take the responsibility 

ewfik Pasha made no remarks beyond saying that he would speak to his colleagues 
at the next Council of Ministers. 

Ihave, &e, 
(Signed) N. RB. O'CONOR. 





No. 128, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 15.) 


(No. 141. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 10, 1901. 

~_ WITH reference to Lord Salisbury’s despatch No, 67, Confidential, of the &rd April 
last year, and to previous eorspondeiice relative to the German coal depdt in the Ited 
Sea, [have the honour to trausmit herewith a copy of a private Memorandum from His 
Majesty's Consul ut Jeddah, from which it. would appear that possibly the Germans 
have not yet abandoned the idea attributed to them by local rumour of obtaining 
permission to establish a dept on Camaran Island, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, OCONOR, 


Tnelosure in No, 128, 
Memoranctum by Consul Devey. 


(Private and Confidential.) 

WHEN Commander J, M. de Robeck, of His Majesty's ship“ Pyramns,” called 
here three weeks ago, he said to me quite privately that ho hnd ant idea that tho 
German Government had no really serious intention of establishing « coal-atore 
Farsan Island, but on account of the difficulty of navigution, would perhaps ask py 
sion to have the coal stored upon Camaran Island 

pw this confirms the original ramour heard last summer, and again in the autumn, 
that the spot to be selected would be Camaran Island, 

Tn a private letter just received from Vice-Consul De. S. M. Husain, now ab 
Catmaran, occurs the following:— 

‘In the first week of this month (March) Captain Grassow, of the stoam-ahi 
“Maria took a house in Camaran villago, and he and his. doctor partly reside ther 
learn that a German contractor is trying to get the contract for finishing the remaining 
construction work of the Lazaret, and Tam told thit Captain Grassow has said that 
Farsan is not a suitable place for a coaling station at all, Tt may bo that Gormany hus 
an eye upon Camaran instead of Farsi, und if she succeeded ih this idea, she vill have 
the whole of Yemen under her influence. ‘There cannot be any doubt that Camaran, by 
its situation and fine anchorage, is n much more desirable plicy chat Farsun. 

arie’ is still there, and some money has just been hrougiit for her 
by the master of a British steamer” (from Aden), 

T do not agree swith the Viee-Consul’s opinion above underlined,* but certainly 
Germany would obtain some influence at Hodeida, and at Loheya, if she were desitous 
of exerting it among the coast Arabs, a condition which might easily prove harmful to 
British trade interests, 

(si G. P, DEVE 


Jeddah, March 19, 1901. 





© Initaticn, 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received April 15.) 
ees Constantinople, April 15, 1901. 
P. Constantinople, April 15, 1901. 
(rele cenonoo to my telegram No. 20,1 learn from the Afinister for Foreign 
Affairs to-day that the Sultan has instructed the Minister of War to telegraph to the 
officer in command of the troops in the Yemen to make Sheikh Muhammed evacuate 
o fort at Ad Dareja, i ee 
ane ore learams ws vent about three days ago, bint Rin Pasha does not yet know 
whether his instructions have been carried out. 





No. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 16.) 


‘NEE Under-Scerctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Berea) We State for Hovelgn Affairs, andy by dire tion of Lord G., Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrctary of State, copy of a telegram to 
tho Viceroy, dated’ the 15th April, respectin 

India Office, April 16, 1901. 


Tnclosur 
Tord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraph India Office, April 15, 190) 
MY telegram of the 27th March: Ad Dareje 


Stops may now le taken, with adequate supporting force, to expel Mohamed 
Navir, 





No, 126, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardin 


ee tpn) Foreign Offer pri 18,1001. 
"wit y despatch, No. 2 a of the 90th January last, 
WIE reference to my despatch No.3, Commercial, of th 
teamsinit horowith, for your information and guidanee, copies of further letters from 
the India Office and Board of ‘Trade on the question of the revision of the Persian 
cust cull nigh to raw; your paitienlar attention to the last paragraph of the Tetter 
from the Hoard of Trade, susgesting that [is Majesty’s Government should insist that 
thie revised tariff should be uniform for the whole of Persia, aud that no discrimination 
should be allowed in fayour of trade by and as against trade by sea, or in favour of 
trae over the northern ss against tale over the southern frontiers 
"LANSDOWNE. 





India Office to Foreign Offier—(Received April 17.) 


THE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

eR i den “Affaire anby bisection of Land George Hamilton, 
et ‘erewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from 
fort per Teedent at den, dated the 23rd March, and’ inelosure, regarding 
‘Nurkish activity in the tribal territory near Aden. 


India Office, April 16, 1901. 
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Tnolosure in No, 127. 


Brigadier-General More-Molynewe to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential,) 
Sir, Aden Residency, March 28, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to report that £ have just received letters from the Amir 
of Dthali, complaining that the Commander of’ the Turkish fortlet at Al Jalila 
constantly annoys and assaults his subjects who pass from Dthali to the market at his 
village of Al Hussein, 

‘Al Jalila is situate midway between Dthali and Al Huss 
between the two must necessarily pass Al Jalila, 

‘The Amir reports that lately rifles were fired at his men by onder of the Turkish. 
Commander at Al Jalila, ‘The Amir further reports that the ‘Turks are preparing to 
build a fort near Al Karba, one of his villages, and that the fort is to he erected on Jabal- 


ose. He claims the 
half, being under the 


ein, and any one passing 


own, and represents that we should interfere on his bel 
of the British Government, 

The Sultan of Lahej reports that the Turks are endeavouring to win over the 
people of Behan, and also the Upper Aulaki and the Wahidi, and these reports are 
confirmed by the statement of a man of considerable influenes and power in those 

addition, stated that he had been employed by the Turks to win, over the 
Amir of Beda, but that he had evaded the matter. ‘The Sultan of Lahej also states 
that Turkish flags have been given to some of the people mentioned, 

None of the people mentioned in this paragriph, with the exception of the 

idi, are under ‘Treaty with the British Government, but we are in alinost daily 
communication with some of them and have been for years. Further, 1 would point 
out that if the Turks win over the Amir of Beda and the Upper Aulaki tho main 
caravan routes between Aden and the Hadramaut would be closed azainst us, or heavy. 
imposts lovied from the trade using them, 

3. It may be nofed that the Turks scem particularly active just now all round 
and in our Protectorate, beginning with Ad Dareja, then further north and eastwards 
with the Amiri, then eastwards again with the Ainir of Beda and the people of Behan, 
the Upper Aulaki, and the Wabidli, and, as reported in my letter, dated the Sth March 
last, with a sub-tribe of the Lower Aulaki on the sea-coast at Sheikh Hurba, 

4. F 0s of please consult Wahah’s Maps. and the map compiled in 
the Intellii Office, 1893, 

has Teen fora {6 the India Of, London, 
&e, 
(Signed) G. 1, MORE-MOLYNEUX, Brigudier-General, 
Political Resident, 





No, 128, 


Indic Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 17.) 


THE Under-Sea e for Indian pre: is compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 16th instant, respecting Ad Dareja. 


India Office, April 17, 1901, 


Inclosure in No, 128. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Judin Office, Aprit 16, 1901, 
AY telegram of yesterday : Ad Dareja, 
O'Conor reports ‘Turkish Commandant was instructed three or fo 


nur days ago to 
expel Mohamed Nasir, Result not yet known. 





(1615) 





No. 
Inddin Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 18.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information ‘of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in Government of India Foreign Secretary’s letter, dated 28th March, respecting Muscat 
affairs, 


India Office, April 18, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 129, 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Muscat, March 9, 1901. 


Consulate, 

‘The following duy (yesterday) several persons from the ship walked about in the 
bazaar examining samples of various commodities on sale. Meanwhile, their interpreter, 
an Aden Arab, went about inviting persons to go on board the yacht, as “there arc 
wonderful things’? to be seen on her. M, Ottavi asked the Sultan for an interview 
for himself and the “Selikn"” party in the evening, which was accorded ; and six persons 
from the vessel accompanied the French Consul to the Palace. ‘The latter, introducing: 


them, said that the ship was Belgian, but was chartered, and that the leader of the party 


i French Government official. ‘The latter gentleman. resented to be bent on 
natural history research, especially ornithology and botany ked the Sultan's 
jyetmission to call at Sohar on the Batineh coast (not to be confounded with Sur), from 
henge the ship intended to proceed to the various Pirato coast ports, i.e. Debai, Shargah, 
Abu Dhabi, &e 

M. Ottavi suid that, if they ran short of coal, they would go to Karachi or Bombay to 
fill up and then return to these parts. 

Phere is no gun-boat in harbour at present: Tam, therefore, sending a telegram 
to the Senior Naval Officer for dispatch from Karachi, in ease he may think it advisable, as 
1 do, that her movements should be watched, 

It would be very convenient if the Aden authorities, either the Resident or the Senior 

al Officer, could warn me of the departure of any suspicious vessels from Aden towards 
Muscat, as I 'should then be in a position to inform the Sultan in advance, and give him 
‘avy advice that may scom necessary, 1 left last evening, the Sth instant, for 
Sohar, 

Messrs. Strick’s steamer  Koordistan ” arrived this morning from Aden. She has on 
board two Russians, one of them, Leontieff by name, who says he is the brother of Major 
Leontieff, of Abyssinian notoriety. ‘They came on shore directly the ship anchored, walked 
bout the town, and visited the French Consul. They also called at the Palace and asked 
to sce the Sultan, who replied that he was engazed, ‘They then went away and sent their 
iuterpreter to the Palace, who asked for a moment's audience. He was told the 
Sultan was at his ineals, and asked to state what he wanted. The ian replied that his 
principals wanted au interview to ask for a house to stop tn. He was given a message in 
Feply Aint Mi Highness was too busy to aecord any interview, and that any scl request 
aus that suggested should be made in writing, 

‘The man then went away, and the Sultan then sent over to inquire from me whether 
U knew anything of the Russians, and what action advised, I told him what T knew, 
anid recominended that, ag the * Koordistan” would be leaving at 8 vat. to-day, it would 
he advisable for him to aveid any interview, 

‘The Captain of the Koordistan” tells me that they got on bosrd 
at Jibuti with their interpreter (for whom they paid first-class fare, as the thirds 
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plement was complete), and had been reticent-as to their plans, but according to their own 
saying were going to Bushire ‘pour la chasse.”” 

Phe arrival of these Russians and of the “ Selika” seems to coincide suspiciously 
the imminent advent of the Russian merchant ship from Odessa ; I therefore lose no time 
in reporting it. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 129, 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Muscat, March 16, 1901. * 

REFERRING to paragraph 2 of my letter, dated the 9th instant, to your address, 
Thave the honour to report that, at the last’ minute, just before the “Koordistan’ 
left Muscat, the two Russians packed up their baggage and disembarked their 
interpreter, 

2. They again went to the Palace in the evening and asked for an audience, which 
‘was accorded, as the Sultan saw no further use in postponing it, 

‘They informed him that they were both “Captains,” and wished to wait here for the 
Russian merchantman shortly expeeted, and begged that, His Highness would give them a 
place to lodge in, ‘The Sultan could not very well refuse, and placed part of a native 
‘house at their disposal. 

‘A day or two later they wrote and begged the favour of one of the Sultan's sepoys 
Veing deputed to guard their quarters and! effects, ‘This request was nlso acceded to. 
‘They obtained another audience with the Sultan on the Lith instant on one pretext 
or another, but their motive did not transpire, and the Sultan informed me that he 
could make very little of them, but suggested that their object might be to insinuate 
‘a Consular Representative here or to obtain a Commercial Agreement from him like other 
Powers. 

‘Yhey paid him another visit on the 14th, and again spoke in enignias. His Highness 
then informed them that he was not sure that he at all understood what they wished of 
hhim, ‘mid that in any case if they desired bin to consider any proposition seriously they 
must pat it in writing, either in English or Arabic, ‘They inquired whether the communi= 
cation could not be in Russian or French, but His Highness replied in tho negative, 
he having no Freuch or Russian-knowing servant, ‘They replied they would do as 
suggested, 

Yesterday evening they addressed him the Arabic communteation, of which a trans- 
lation is attached, together with a translation of the Sultan's reply thereto. 

They visit M. Ottavi from time to timo, but the latter affects total ignorance of their 
object and circumstances, and when the Sultan and others have asked him what their 
natnes were, has assured them that he did not know. 

Their desire to obtain @ written Agreement from the Suitan has the following 
explanation, 

To the time of my predecessor the Sultan passed documents to Messrs. Malcolm and Co. 

nd other arms dealers, which gave then a title to import arms unrestrictedly for a fixed 
period—usually three years, 

Tn the event of any arrangement having been come to by the British Government with 
the Sultan and the French Goverament for the restriction of the arms traffic, such a 
document would have enabled tho holder to claim compensation from the Sultan, It 
was an Agreement of this nature that the two Russians wanted His Highness to give 
them, but the latter quite saw that it was undesirable for him to commit hitself to any- 

of the sort. 

3. The Russian merchantman “ Korailoff” put into harbour this morning and saluted 
the Sultan's flag with three guns. His Highness asked ty opinion as to whether he 
should retum the salute, and, as the flagship was in harbour, I referred the point to 
Admiral Bosanquet for favour of his opinion. He replied that, this being a first occasion, 
he would recommend the salute being returned, gun for <un, as a special compliment, but 
that the captain of the steamer should be informed to thit effect, and made to understand 
that the compliment would not be repeated, 

4, Since the foregoing paragraphs were penned, I have received a message from the 
Sultan to the effect that Messrs. Loontieff and Brintere have just called to take leave of 
him as they have booked passages by to-day's mail to Bombay, ‘They made no allusion 
whatever to his reply in couneetion with the import of arms, but said they would return in 
4 months time, 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 129. 
Messrs, Leontieff and Ermitere to the Sultan of Muscat, 


March 15, 1901. 
sary for us to inform your Highness is that we have journeyed 
y luscat, and we are desirous of trading here, and wish to start 
operations in the arms and ammunition business. We are ready to pay dues like other 
persons at the rate of G per cent., and, if your Highness is agreeable, we froin you 
a written permit, ‘The order is with you. &e. May you be preserved, & 
‘Then follows in Arabic the following :— 


“ Iskandar Leontieff, Officer and Toodoor, 
“1D, Evmtere, Captain Ajnam.” 
(Signed in English) 


Inclosure 4 in No. 129. 


‘The Sultan's reply, dated March 15, 1901. 
(After compliments.) 

UIs necessary to inform you in the matter of the arms that the import is at present 
fiee to all so far as Lam concerned, and there seems no necessity for writing anything on 
the subject; and salaam, 

(Signed) Sarvm Feysats 





No, 130. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 18.) 


IN continuation of this Otlice letter of the 4th April, the Ui oretary of State for 
India presents his compliments to the Und y of State for Foreign Affairs, 
find, by diteetion of Lor ze Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Secretary of State,_ ‘am’ from the Political Resident, Aden, dated 
the 17h April, respecting the reported mounting of guns by Russians to conimand Perim. 

‘A copy of this telegram, and of that to the Resident, of the 3rd April, has been sent 
to the Adnitralty, 


India Office, April 18, 1901. 
Thelosure in 
Briyadtier-General More-Molyneux to India Office. 
egruplie) Aiden Residency, Aprit V7, 1901. 


‘OUR telegram of t d stant Resident at Perim reports no foundation 
for the report, Bombay « informed. 








Messrs, Gray, Paul, and Co. to Mrs Mackenzie —(Communicated by Mr, Mackensi 
April 20, 1901.) 


(Extract,) Bushire, March 24, 1901. 
“KORNILOFE,” the pioneer steamer of the new Russian line from Ollesa, 
arrived on evening of 21st, with 12,000 packages eargo to discharge here, As she is 
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drawing 21 feet sho is lying in the outer anchorage until she lightens. We have not 
had an op) of inspecting her cargo yet, ut bene i onsiata of sugar, Kerosene, 
Piece fc, “Tho loa sugar is packed three loaves in a gunuy, wa believe. 

‘Hussian Consul is reported to be trying to start. a large Persian Company to deal 
exclusively in Russian goods, and he is said to have guaranteed payment for a certain 
time of any losses incurred. One condition is that they have no dealings whatever 
with the English firms established here, 


No. 183, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 25,) 


Sir, India Office, April 24, 1901. 
I AM direeted by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
‘of the 13th April, forwarding correspondence on the question of the construction 
fof roads to connect the Karan waterway with Central and Northern Persia, 
His Lordship has forwarded the papers to the Government of Tudia for an 
expression of tele views, on receipt of which a further letter wil be adresse to you. 
am, &e, 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 





No, 134, 
Anglo-Arabian and Persian Steam-ship Company to Foreign Office —(Received April 26.) 


Sir, 24, Leadenhall Street, London, April 24, 1901, 

WE duly received your letter of the 18th ultimo. 

Referrinig to the reported trouble some time ago in connection with a foreign 
coaling depot at Muscat, we desire to inform you, in confidence, that the French 
naval authorities are about to send out a quantity of patent fuel to Muscat, We have 
deen asked to tender for the carrying of same, 

We romain, &e. 
(Gor Frank ©. Strick and Co,, Limited), 
(Signed) FRANK ©. STRIOK. 





No. 186, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lunsdowne,—(Received April 28.) 


(No, 147.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 22, 1901. 

‘WITH reference to my despatch No. 141 of the 10th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a di ie h which I have received from 
Mr. Blech, Acting British Delegate at the Board of Health, reporting that the Vali of 
the Yemen has asked for the appointment of a Sanitary of at Farsan Island, 

ve, &, 
N. R. O'CONOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 135. 
Mr, Blech to Sir N. O'Conor, 
Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to report tat at yesterday's meoting of the Bourd of Health 
despatch was read from the Vali of the Yemen requesting that in view of the 


number of ships resorting to Farsan Island a health official might be appointed there, 
[1645] 2K 


Constantinople, prit 17, 001. 
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I stated I understood that a port officer had recently been appointed at Farsan, and 
that that seemed sufficient, a view in which the Vice-President concurred. It was 
decided before taking any action to ask for statistics of the volume of shipping at 
Farsan, 
have, &. 
(Signed) E, C. BLECH. 





No, 186. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 29.) 


(No, 44.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 20, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report with reference to my telegram No. 9, of to-day’s 
date and to my despatch No, 39 of the Sth instant, that T called by appointment on the 
‘Atabelki Azam yesterday for the purpose of discussing the various matters of detail 
Which he had told me still remained to be considered in connection with the proposed 
Kerman und Beluchistan telegraph lines, ‘The Ministers of ‘Telegraphs and Foreign Affairs 
‘ere present at our interview. 

Instead of going into details His Highness recapitulated the conclusions at_which 
ie Persian Government had arrived with respect to the general question as follows, 
‘They would consteuet the line from Kerman to Zadis and Mokak and repair and perfect 
the ‘existing line from Kerman to Tspahan. ‘They would gladly necept materials from us 
if we were (as they understood was the case) prepared to supply thei and would pay for 
them out of their share in the receipts of the line, provided no better arrangement could 

levised. ‘They would allow officers of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department to 
assist in the construction of the line, and, within certain limits, at any rate at first, in its 
working, ‘They believed that from a financial point of view the line would not prove of 
much, 1, value to Persia, but they were propared to construct it on political grounds 
‘as a mark of theie friendship for His Majesty's Government. 

T thanked His Highness for this statement and particularly for the all 


made to the value put by Persia on the friendship of His Majesty's Government, and 
observed that, while the construction of the line would be of undoubted advantage to 
Ourselves us improving our telegraphic communications with India, I believed it would 
Also prove of value to the Persian Government, Quite apart from the increased control 


which it would give thom over their south-eastern provinces, it would, I thought, 
eventually prove remunerative from a financial point of view and would repay the cost of 
its constr 1 then threw out a suggestion which had been made to me by 
Mr. Barker that one or more of the wires might become the exclusive property of the 
Tndo-uro; legraph Department with terinini t Tehran and Mokak 
‘or Quetta, any! that an annual rent for this privilege jd to the Persian Govern. 
ment, the proceeds beitig applied to the cost of buildin ining the whole 
Tsnid this was merely a personal suggestion of my own, the result of a conversation T 
‘ith Mr. Barker, and Ub to make it on behalf of His Majesty's 
nt, but E thought it might perhaps be worth considerin: 

The Atabeki Azam agreed and tit would be best that all these questions of 
detail should be discussed between the Minister of ‘Telegraphs and the local representa~ 
tive of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, and he had empowered and 
instructed the Minister, who, as stated above, was present to open negotiations with 
Mr. Barker, 

T suggested that the first. meeting should take place as soon as possible after the 
approaching Norux holidays (ho Persian New Year ani celebration of Alls scresin to 
the Caliphate, during which ali business is suspended for about ten days) and that the 
two parties should endeavour to couclude a draft Agreement on the lines of the earlier 
Telegraph Conventions, dealing with the various points which would have to be settled, 
such as the supply of the materials by His Majesty’s Government, the condition and mode 
of repayment, the shares of the two Governments in the receipts, the nature of the 
assistance to be rendered by the Indo-European Telegraph Department, &e. The draft 
Agreement thus arrived at would then be submitted to the Persian and British Foreiga 
‘Offices for their final consideration and approval, 

His Highness said this also appeared to him the best mode of procedure, and the 
Minister of 'Telegraphs will meet Mr. Barker to negotiate on these lines at the beginning 
of next month. Ihave told the latter gentleman that I am willing to be present, should 
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he desire it, and we shall, of course, confer together on each of the points requiring: 
settlement as they arise. 

T think it not impossible that we shall find the Minister of Telegraphs a little 
obstructive. If the expenses of constructing the new line should swallow up or 
Giminish the immediate receipts of the Persian Telegraph Department his income will be 
adversely affected, and it will be no consolation to him to reflect that his successors may 
in a more or less distant fature reap a rich harvest from its increased profits, When 
the estimate for the construction of the line is examined—and I believe. it will amount, 
‘as far as the Persian section is concerned, to about 160,000/., a sum which this Govern 
ment will not find it easy to provide at an early date—we must be prepared for a good 
eal of procrastination, and we shall probably find it necessary in practice to lend the 
money in some form or other to Persia, and to accept repayment out of receipts in 
instalments extending over a considerable period. 

"Phe money question will, I think, be the chief difficulty. ‘The amount of supervision 
‘and control to be exercised by the Indo-European Department. officials will, no doubt, 
tive rise to some controversy, but in practice when the line is in working order a system 
Of inspection similar to that now exercised on the Tehran—Meshed line will, I should 
think, prove at any rate provisionally sufficient. That line, Tam told, works extremely 
‘well, whilst the existing line between Ispahun and Kerman, the greater part of which will 
have to be utilised for the future Central Persia line, and on which no. such inspection 
‘exists, is far from satisfactory. It will be necessary, 1 believe, to rebuild almost all this 
Tine, besides substituting a new seetion from Nain to Kashan for the present section from 
point near Nain to Ispahan, - i. 

Thope to receive at an early date the draft Agreement which T asked your Lordship, 
in my telegram No. 9 of to-day's date, to be good enough to send me as a basis of 

iations. This will save a good deal of correspondence, and will simplify our work, 
wen if we cannot get the Persian Government to agree to our proposals on every 
point, we shall know more of less what sve can or eannot offer and accept, 

Tt appears desirable that we should get the Agreement into shape as promptly as 
possible, as the Grand Vizier is evidently disposed at the present juncture, for reasons. of 
his own, to oblige us. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





No. 137. 
ir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansiowne,—(Receiveit April 29.) 


(No, 45.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 27, 1901. 

T WAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my last preceding 
despatch, the formal reply of the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to my proposals 
respecting the Kerman-Beluchistan telegraph tine. 

‘Since I wrote that despatch Mr, Barker has shown me a telegram on the subject 
from Mr, Ffinch, of which [ have the honour to inclose a copy for convenience of 
reference, 

Thave asked him to reply that T think Mr. Finch had better put off coming to 
Persia till the Convention is actually agroed upon, as his presence here, at an earlier 
staze of affairs, might arouse the suspicion of the Russian Legation and jeopardize the 
success of the negotiations. 

T believe there is a fair chance of Mr, Ffinch’s proposals being accepted with certain 
alterations in their form. The Convention will have to be so drafted as to make it 
Appear that the Persian Government is “constructing” the line, and that we merely 
supply the materials, the labour, and the technical staff and supervision, Tt should also 
Show that the Persian Government will not be out of pocket, but will, on the contrary, 
reap immediate gain from the undertaking, owing to the annual rent to be paid for one 
or more exclusively English wires on its lines, one quarter of which it will receive 
immediately, the remaining three-quarters being retained by us till the materials, &e., 
have been paid for, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 137. 
The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Translation, %, 
= March 27, 1901, 

IN answer to your Excellency's note of the 18th Februm ieee 

x xcellency , 190], g 
extension of the telograph line from Kerman to Beluchistan, I have he Neases to ioe 
‘you that the matter was submitted to His Imperial Majesty the Shah who, in view of the 
friendly feelings which he entertains towards the British Government, and for the 
Interest of his ovn dominions, consented to the extension of, the line’ in question, 
His Imperial Majesty has also otdered his Highness the Atabeki Azam to give necessary 

\etions e Teleg it ists F 
ite CORTES of the Telezraphs in order to render any assistance required 

_. With regard to the requirements of the line, the matter has al i 

with your Exeelleney in the prosence of the Ataheki Azam, the ‘Moukbbersad-Dovlshs 
and myself, and you are well informed of the particulars, _ 


Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 


7 Mr, Kfinch to Mr. Barker. 

CTeleganhid stn a March 21, 1901. 
BASE ask Minister to. pl i il, 1900, a 

vot i baa lie faa Nk tolegram of the Btb Apri, 1500, and 

india Office proposal is to supply material and construct i 
advance to Persian Goverment, who would engage to rent isecancine wes aotl 
debit amount was paid, Advance mde to Pensa ropyable ou of the rent threo.quartes 
je for that purpose, and one-quarter, roughly 6,000 t 
per annum, handed over to the Shah of Persia, Capital outlay? wil probably: he 
3 tl 
100,000, ‘Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department to. work the lise fect eee 


employing Persian subjects under supervision of yery few Europeans. 1 would 


suggest that Mini i i 
‘wggest that Miniter should propose my coming out to Tehran to assist in satin 
Impress telegraph line merely an alternative one 
“Impress teleg ; , and, therefore, 
ta eee (wll be) receive y Ino; Haropean elegans ApEan SSeS 
- Persia, signallers for local service. State telegram bet 
Government of India and’ British Minist Herein 
iment of I Mehran, i 
Plesc inform Msaterabore my tply and Beseary Saree ren ee 





No, 188, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 29.) 
(No. 47. Confidential.) 


ry bord 
poi es ext Tehran, rif 
pa CON FRAN ION Iria yesterday on current ranters wth the Alok 
m gedualy tn ie question, which I had hitherto avoi iti 
relations with Persian ils Highness tok eae aan eters 
‘ ch he stid he had been the object ia, England. i 
anfriondly to Bitish and. entioly dovoted ta: Russian intersts, oad though he het 


atriven to dispel this allusion le had found it impossi 
he hi tt impossible to do so. Tt 
faken a srong hold on the highest quarters, talon proot of this is mondioneh tint 
Sir Lopel Grifin had writton a Totter or acticla last sunsmer refuting thes char 
hich tho Snead actully refused fo publish, and whieh ad eventually ay 
pete Morning Post.” He could not understand the persiste is 
prejudice when his sympathies liad always Deen, English, ‘he late Shah os 
Ennrineed that Persia had nothing to hope fagmn Haglan oot that Fog yoo as 
: g to hope from England, aud th y chance 
safely "was eubcrvience 0 Ri wwe aaa vas Aconney acai 
, the Iki Azam, gradually brought His Majesty round to other views, 
Tiperial Bank of Versa was his eld, and an ungrateful child $t had. proved oe 
hen Ho returned from exile and found the Gaanees of Persia in disbete, th 
hing it had done was to press him for the immediate payment of 
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2,000,000 tomans, a sum which lie hail only been able to provide in part by private 
Jans from friends, and in part by an advaiice by the manager of the Russian ‘Bank, 
Weade on the latter's own responsibility, and with the result that he had been 
temporarily removed for it by his Directors. 

AVith regard to the recent Russian loan, for which he had been greatly blamed, 
he Dad been driven, as I knew, to contract it, by the discouraging reeoption his 
demands had encountered in London, and by our insistence on the eustoms being con: 
trolled, as well as mortgaged-—a condition which my predesessor himself had adinitted 
to be a very hard one. er 

Taiid I did not feel compotent to discuss the question of the loan, which had 
een settled long before my appointment to Tehran, but as Tlis Highness hd spoken 
to meso openly T hoped he would allow me to be equally frank. ‘he impression 
Tndoubtedle existed, not in England alone, but, throughout Europe, that he liad 
Convinced himself, no doubt with full sincerity and honesty of purpose, that the wisest 
policy for his eountry under present circumstances was to shape his course i xclusive 

ith the views of her powerful northern neighbour, and this impression 
Derhaps, than by the loan, by the recent renewal of 
ubled Russia for another ten years to veto all 


nese said that the Shah had promised Russia the renewal of the 
on the extinction of the 
We should not, 
* mitigated by the 
promise whieh he had x tliat if ever tho Russians 
More granted a railway Concession in the north we should have one simultancously in 
tho south. é 
Te had always endeavoured to hold the balance between the two Powors in, suck 
away as to further the internal progress and maintain, the independence of Versi. 
As knew, he had many intemal difliculties to. contend with, Reforms eould only 
‘come very slowly, but he was working to place the chief revem lepartments on 1 
proper European footing, to get xid of the farming system, and thus to re-establish, 
Aas rapidly as possible, the solvency iv independence of the country, 
ssid that as the maintenance of Persian independence was, « fundamental 
principle of British poliey there was at any rato one point on which we wore entirely 
Rjual. ‘There hind doubiless been misuniterstandings on both sides in the pasty in 
Schich there was no advantage in dwelling, and it was my hope that in the future we 
Tniaht co-operate cordially for the furtherance of our common object. Reforms, such, 
‘as those he was making in the Cust the Post-office, and the system of internal 
I felt sure, reevive the warm sympathy of Ilis Majesty's 
doing my utmost to. assist him, so far ag 1 
in a posi 8 ng them to a successful issue. 

‘nelined to think that His Highness is qnite sincere in bis wish to maintain 
the independence of Per : internal reforms, and I can see, even after 
so short: a residence at Teh al difficulties in hig way are really 
fe Tt would take too long: this despatch and T think it hust 
for thie present to confine myself to placi uanny of his remarks without 

further comments of my own, 
Thave, &e. 
igned) ARTUR I, HARDINGE. 





No, 139. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 29.) 


(No.7. Commercial.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehvan, April 1, 1901, 

T ILAVE the honour to tnmsmit herewith a copy of the Law abolishing Inland 
Custom-houses in Persia, the signature of which T reported in my telegram No, 11 of 
yesterday's date, on being informed of it by AL. Naus. ‘The Law eomes into, fo 
two days’ time, 

‘Your Lordship will observe that it substitutes an uniform customs duty of 5 per 

small road duty (*rahdari”) of 22 shahis for the average mule load, which 
‘log. (or Gd. per 240 Ibs.), for the varying customs duties at the frontiers 
2h 





ediate arrival 
vl, whilst forei will, i 
addition to the existing wy the same uniform “rahda 
Persians, 

Tsaw M. n of the substance of your Lordship’s 
despateh No. 8, y. He assured me that no distinction 
Would bo made either directly or indirectly in respect of the “rahdari” tax between 
gouds of British and other origin. T asked him at the same time, with reference t 
Sir Avtine Godley’s lettor of the 15th January, a copy of which was inclosed in 
that despatch, what were the intentions of the Persian Government with regan to the 
oxisting ta: ‘on transit? He said that at present goods on sit through Persia 
paid hoth import and export duties, and that this system, which he disliked himself, 
and hoped shortly to abolish, was acquiesced in hy all the Powers. Goods proceeding 
for oxample, to and from ‘Transcaucasia from and to Bagdad paid these duties, and i 
was inevitable that they should continue to do so in the immediate future, as it was 
alinost impossible in the prosent state of the country that they should not oceasionally 
be disposed of or break Hulk: in Persia. British trade had, however, been so. far 
Unallected by this system, as very few if any of our goods crossed Persian in transi 
either into Uranseaspia or Wurkey, ut he promised that within the next few years, 
when he had got the Customs Adininistration into better working order, a reform should 
bo effected in the transit system which should assimilate it to that existing in other 

ilized countries, 

T asked him if ho thought that his “vahdari" proposals would be accepted 
Without reserve by the Russian Government, as it occurred to me that the latter might 
object to “rahdari” heing levied on the Russian road from Resht to Tehran, or might, 
at least, insist: that the Russian Company, which kept up the road, should receive a 
cortain drawback out of its proceeds, He said n suugestion to this effect had be 
thrown out by ML Nelidoff, First Seeretary to the Russian Legation her, but that as 
the latter hiad admitted that the Russian Youd ended outside the gates of Tehran, lie 
had told him that the Persian Government would be five to ¢ lect the tax at or 
within the gates, and would insist most strongly on itstight to do so. He believed the 
Russian Government. would not press this p 

T said I thonght they might contend, aud that other Powers might eoneur in this 
contention, that the imposition of “rahdari”” in any form was contrary to the 
‘Hrentics, as no tax on their goods, in whatever form, over and above the 5 per cent, 
customs duty could be levied without this explicit consent, He repliod that the fact 
that the Russian Government had obtained for its Road Comps from the Persian 

nt the right of levying tolls altogetlier out of proportion to the mere cost 

coping typ their rond, precluded them from ining this proposition: since, 
the Shab had not (he power of levying tolls on foreign inerchandize upon his own 
roads, le could! obyiously not have delegated that power to the Russian Road Company 
ov a8 rognts the Southivn Road, to the Bnelish Linpevial Bank. The Persian Gotere, 


nent had, moreover, alyays contended that the tolls were not levied upon the foreisen 
merchants but were a charge upon the native muleteers, who earned their livelihood by 
the transport of goods. 

Lobserved that: 1 thonzht this contention might b to criticism, as an evasion 


of the spirit of the Preaty, but that in view of the ns whieh your Lordship 
had sent me T did not propose now to enter upon an abstract diseussion of the 

‘ll the more so.as I personally believed that the new Law would he be 

trade and revenue of P il pro fanto advantageous to British interests, so long 
aus these were treated on « footing of absolute equality with those of other Powers. T 
added that T had noted with some amusement the expression in the preamble of the 
Law * dans les pays de I'Europe les mieux administrés et notamment en Russie 

said that if it were deomed necessary aud not invidious to select any particular 
Furopean State as Persia's model L should hav expected in a measure drafted by 
Himself to find the words “et notammont en Belzique.” He laughingly admitted that 
the phrase was a sop to thy Ru it Was not really 
invidious because Russia, as Persin's nearest neighbour, was the county with whose. 
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fiseal system Persian merchants were most familiar, and to which they were constantly 
appealing as against alleged grievances at home. es 
‘The Law is, I think, a real reform and one which it would have been impolitic 
for us to oppose, especially in face of Russian acquiescence in it, as such acquiescence 
would both paralyze our opposition and be utilised by our rivals to discredit us to their 
own advantage with the Persi 
Tt has occurred to methat it might be advisable, as the new Law imposes a tax 
which Baitish subjects, whilst often paying it under protest, have hitherto not 
i pon them, to draw up a King’s Regulation applyi 
the honour to forward a draft of such a Regulation herewith, 
informing His Majesty's Resident at Bushire and other Consular 
oflivers in Persia of the publication of the new Law, and am instructing them to advise 
British subjects who may object to the “rahdari” tax, to. pay it under protest and to 
port thoir having done so to the Consul in charge of their district, Very few if any 
will, I believe, under the circumstances resist it. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR TH, HARDING! 


Inclosure 1 in No, 139, 


Law abolishing tntand Custom-houses in Persia. 
wom de Dieu miséricordieuxs 


GRACES soient rendues Acet Etre Supréme et louanges son saeré Prophate, & sa 
famille, et ft ses compagnons. 

Nous Mozaifer-ed-Din, Roi des Rois, Souverain absolu do l’Empire do Perse 

Considérant que dans Jes pays d'Europe qui sont. les micux administrés, ot 
notamment en Russie, les. donan eh 


insi que la. perception des taxes de raghdar 

us qui avatent été introduits par les anctens fermicrs 

des douanes ct rétablir Végalité parmi les diverses eatégories de néigociants qui font le 
coumerce dans notre Empire, 


Pour ces motifs : 


té Ia présente Loi : 

donines établies dans les yilles de Empire de Perse pour le percep= 
tion de droits doctroi, do Ishanat, de meidan, de kapanadari ou d'autres taxes ansilozues 
sout et demeureront é jamais supprimées sans qu'il soit: permis aux Gouyerneurs ow i. 
suiconque de soil directement, soit indirectement, les dites perceptions. 
pour autant, bien entendu, que celleseci aient appartenu auparavant au fermaze des 
douan ; 

Art. 2 Tos divits dentrés sur les marchandises importées de I'étmanger dans to 
pays et les droits de sortie sur les marchandises exportées du pays en destination de 
Métranger sont rétablis uniformément & 5 pour cent de la valeur conforménent 
la régle fixde en Pan 1246 de 'Hégire par notre glorious prédécessour Fath-AliSehah, 
dont la mémoire est sucrée. 

Cette rgle n'est pas applicable an commerce des pays avee Iesquels Ia Perse a 
concla des ‘Traités fixant les divits d’entrée et de sortie A des taux supéricurs A 
5 pour cent de la valeur, ratty’ : 

Te tout sous néserve des prohibitions A Pentrée ot & la sortie tablies par la Loi du 
5 Ramazan, 1317, : 

Art. 3. Les droits de route ou de raghdari qui de temps immémoriat ont été 

Jixés des muletiers ou_ autres transporteurs qui empruntent les routes appurtenant au 
uvernement, sunt fixés uniformement 92 chais par charge de mullet pesant 
40 batmans de G10) iniskals. 

Tes charges d’un poids supé 
proportionnellement au taux préindiq os 

Test expréss uulé quo Ia présente taxe est établie A charge des mule 


férivur paieront la taxe @apres Ie poids réel 
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‘ou autres transportenrs i titre de compensation pour les frais de construction, d’entretien, 
tt de surveillance des routes Gouvernementales et qu'elle doit étre acquittée directe- 
ment par les muletiers ou transporters sans que dans aucun cas cettx-ei puissent en étre 
dispensés, quelles que soient 1a qualité ou la nationalité des personnes pour lesquelles 
{ls entreprennent effectuer des transpor 

‘Min de faciliter la perception de la taxe et pour éviter qu’elle ne puisse étre 

sport, nous ordonnons qu’h légard 
ranger en destination soit du transit, 
ws vers un bureau de sortie pour étre 
exportées; In taxe sera pe s du bureau Wentrée ow 
war Jes employés du bureau de 
Intéressés des quittances valant dispense pou 
betes de somme ou tes véhicules em 
spécinloment obligés st exéeutables pour Ie pai 
En cas de refus de paicment immeédiat, les bétes de somme ou les 
retenus 5 il reste comme auparavant, strictement interdit employés 
percepteurs de retenir en gage les marchandises confiées aux miuletiers ou trans- 
portours, 

Nous déclarons formellement que dans toute Pétendue de YEmpire il ne pourra 
‘tro porgn par qui que ce soit aucune taxe queleonque de raghdart autre que celle 
faisant Fobjet div présent Article, A la scule exception des taxes qui sont déja ou seront 
fixdes pour Te passage sur les chaussées dont Ix construction 
par Firman spéeial fixant en méme temps les taxes que les eoncessionnaires: sont 
‘Autorisés ’ percevoi 

‘Art. 4, La présente Loi sera obligatoire le 12 Zilhadjeh, 1818. 

Notre Sudrazam est chargé den faire effectuer Vaflichage dans toutes tes villes de 
PEmpire ct de donner & V Administration des Douanes tes ordres uéeessaires pour en 

surer Vextcution. 

Donné A Wéhéran le 9 

MOZAPFER-ED-DIN. 
Par le Sehali: 


Rmir Atta Bek .\; 
(Signé) Agu SUMEAN. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 139. 
Draft of King's Regulations, 


Kinig’s Regulations made by His Majesty’s Consul-General in Bersia within the limits 
of “ihe Persian Onder in Council, 189%,” wn G) of "the Persian. 
Order in Council, 1901, 


ARTICLE 3 (sections 1, 3, 8, and 5) of the Persian Law of the oth Zilhadjel, 
118; is hereby made applicable to, and ordered to he oheyed by, British subjects. 
Any person resisting by force the collection of the duty provided hy Article 3, 

tions 1, 2,-and 3 of the afo Lays, of the detention, in conformity with 
‘Anticle ®, section 5, of the aforesaid Law, of the carts and animals 1 deetared to 
ive Hable to suich detention, shall be decnied to have committed a breach of these Regu- 
Tations, aid Any such breweh of the Regulations shall render any person committing it 
minishiable on conviction hy a fine, whieh may extend to 50/, or by a month's 
hmprisonment, or by both. 

3. These Regulations may he cited as "The Rahdari Regulations, 1901.” 





No. 140. 
iy As Harilinge to the Maryuess of Iaensdowne—(Received Aprit 29.) 


(No. 19.) 
My Lond, Tehran, April 2, 1901. 

1 IUAD the honour to report to your Lordship in my telegram No, 12 of to-d 
date the appointment of ME Pokitanoff, Russian Consul as Resht, to be Russian 
Consuil-General at Bushire, 
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‘This gentleman is, I believe, a very energetic and somewhat high-handed officer. 
He extracted from the Shuah-es-Sultaneh, when His Royal Highness was Governor- 
General of Gilan, an abject apology for certain acts of violence of which Russian 
subjects in Resht had had to complain, and vigorously repressed by his own personal 
authority disturbances which had arisen there in connection with the tolls levied on 
the new Russian road. 

We may expect him to be supported at Bushire by a detachment, not of Persian, 
but of regular Russian Cossacks, and to endeavour to intimidate and impress 
the natives by the methods which Prince Dabija has practised with success at 
Ispahan, 

T have reason to believe that Consulates and Vice-Consulates under his super- 
vision will be established very shortly at Shiraz, Mohammerah, and Bunder Abbas, 
each with its detachment of Russian Cossacks, and that the holders of all these offiees 
will at once set to work to undermine British influence and prestige in all the ports of 
the Persian Gulf, both in Persia and Oman, and, in conjunction with French Agents 
of the type of M. Ottayi at Muscat, try to play off the Persian officials and the Arab 
Sheikhs and tribesmen against us. 

‘We are powerless to prevent the establishment of these Consulates and Agenei 
but I venture to think that it behoves us to take somo active stops to assert our 
influence and to show the populations along the shores of the Persian Gulf that this 
Russian advanee to the sea will not he allowed to pass unchallenged 

Orientals, 8 your Lordship is aware, arv most impresel ly onbwand sins of 
power. At Resht, at Tabreez,at Tehran, and at Ispahan the Representatives of Russia 
Are guntded and attended whenever they go abroad by armed Cossacks, who strike 
awe into the hearts of the natives, whether Governors or mobs, and occasionally inter 
fere, with very foreible effect, to support the demands of the Russian Goverament, aud 
to suppress local riots and disorders 

T venture to submit that we might take with advantage a hint in this respect 
from our rivals,and T would respectfully suggest that in every Persian town in whieh 
a Russian Consul is stationed with an escort or guard of Cossacks, his British col 
Teague should bo furnished with an equally strong escort of Indian Sopoys. We 
have such Sepoys at B ‘at Meshed, and in Soistan, and T would now propose to. 
tend the system, not only in our own sphere of influence in Southem Persia, but in 
the north as well, thus meeting aggression by aggression 

‘The procedure L would adopt would be as follows -— 

T would ask the Government of India to provide a small “Persian Indian 
Contingent” similar to that which it has allowed the Governments of the Bast and 
Contral African Protectorates to recruit from time to time for thoso territories. A 
company of 100 or 150 men would probably be suificient with an English officer at 
its head, and the usual complement of native Indian officers, Excluding for the 
presont Bushire, Meshed, and Seistan, whieh already have Sepoys of, their own, this 
Frould provide a force of from fifteen to twenty sowars each for Tabreoz, Resht, 
Mehran, Ispahan, Mobammerah, and Bunder Abbas, ‘The men would engage for 
three years, like the Indian contingents in East Africa, aud would be renewed at the 
expiration of their term, ‘They should, wherever possible, be Shiah Mahommedans 
from Oude or the Shiah districts of North-West India, as {ho Persians detest, and do 
not willingly intermarry with, the Sunnis, and there might be trouble with respect to 
women 

‘hele presence at these various places would be an evidence that, the military 
powor in Asia is not, as the Persians are inclined to believe, the exclusive monopoly 
Of Russia whilst England, however strong at sca, is a neghigeable quantity on land. 
Twould have them stationed not merely in Southern but in Northern Persia, us a 
challenge and reply to the Russian attompt to place Russian political Agents and 
Cossacks in the Gulf, 

Tt is probable that their arrival or increase would oocasion alarm, and perhaps 
even give rise to remonstrances on the part of the Porsian Government; but our 
answer would be that we have the same rights here as the Russians, and that if 
the latter can bring Russian Cossack escorts into Persian ports and cities, we insist 
‘upon doing the same, and will not withdraw our Sepoys till the Russians on their side 
withdraw their Cossacks. 

Such an attitude would, I am conyineed, do much more to win for us 
the respect of the Persian authorities, who, like all Orientals, scom argument, 
Dut reverence foree more than all the notes and representations we could address to 
them. 

(1615) 2M 
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‘The additional expense which His Majesty's Empire will thus ineur on account 
of Persia will no doubt have to be considered; but it must be remembered that 
Russia is spending money here without stint for the purpose of destroying our 
prestige and acquiring a footing on the Indian Ocean, and that, unless we are 
Prepared to compete with her to some extent on her own lines, the large sums 

ch we spend every year on our Legation at Tohran, our Residency at Bushire, 
and our Consulates throughout the country will bear no fruit proportionate to their 
cost. 

We are, I believe, on the eve of a somewhat eritical period in the history of our 
relations with Persia, For the first time since the beginning of our rivalry with 
Russia the Russians are challenging our supremacy in that region of the Persian 
Gulf, in whieh it has been up to now uncontested: They believe, and the Persians 
are half inclined to agree with them, that if they are only strong and daring enougl 
We shall be compelled to abandon the field to them: and the present moment when 
they are avowedly attacking us on our own ground seems the right time to sh 
them their mistake, Otherwise Lam afraid that the Persians, like all Easterns, will 
gravitate in the south, as they have done in the north, towards the Power which 
Exhibits the greatest display of outward for 

Por a lo t, in Shiraz and Ispalian, the common belief was that Russia 
wonld take Northern and’ England Southern Persi ce a Russian Constl-General, 
with a Cossack guard. has been established at the ancient capital, they now (so nt least 
Tam informed) say that Russia means to take the whole, and as patriotism, in our sense 
of the term, has no real « he Persians, they are beginning in Ispalian 
and Fars, as well asin Azerbaijan and Gilan, to pay court to their supposed future 
masters, 

1 do not, of course, ask for an immediate decision on this matter, but, hearing 
a5 1 do on all sides, and from the most diverse quarters, that our rivals are on the 
point of securing a footing in the Gulf, feel it my duty to submit to His 
Majesty's Government the expediency of some significant and tmmistakable demone 
station at a fairly early date of our continued interest in Southern Persia, 

F would add that should the Russians object to our sending Sepoy guards to 
our Consulates in Northern Persia ax an unfriendly exercise of our right, we might 


olfer to withdraw them or abstain from sending them on the understanding that they 
undertook to have no Cossack guards for their Consulates in any town to the south of 
Ispalian, ‘and that at Ispahan itself there should either be both Sepoys and 


Bs guards for our respective Consulates-General, or else ordinary Persian guards 
for both, 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGE, 





No. 141. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received Aprit 29.) 


(No, 64, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch whi 

ived from His Majesty's Resident at Bushire, on the subject of Prince Dabi 
Visit to that port, 

1 hear, privately, that the steamship “ Kornilotf,” to which Colonel Kemball 
alludes in his despateh, has on board an employé of the Russian " Banque des Préts,"* 
who is to open a branch office of that institution at Bushire. 

AA French cruisor is shortly expected at Mohammerah, with the professed object 
of removing the curiosities which M. de Morgan has discovered at Sus, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure in No. 141. 
Consul-Generat Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 31. Confidential. 
ae i % 2 Bushire, March 8, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report that: Prine Dabija, the Russian Consul-General at 
Tspahan, arrived in Bushire on the 4th instant. He ing in a house near the 
Reshire Telegraph Office, which has been pkiced at his disposal by the Malik.ul- 
‘Tujar, who was once the Head of the merchants and a former Governor of Bushire, 

it has been residing for some time at Shiraz, where he made the acquaintance of 
Prince Dabija, ' : 

Mis Excellency the Darya Beghi, acting, as he told me privately, in_aecortance 
with orders received by him trom Tehran, took steps to reecive the Russian Consul- 
General with considerable éelat, sonding a representative to mect him at Borasjun, and 
preparing a large “Istikbul” for him, ts 

Prinice Dabija paid me the honour of a visit, which I returned the next day, Ie 
told me i of conversation that his visit to Bushire was in connection with the 

ival, which is shortly e of the Russian merchant-steamer, but le could not 
he would remain her Pr 

1 have heard from Lloyd's agent here that the name of the Russian steamer is 
the “ Korniloff,” and that’sho isa very old steamer, not at all suitable, owing to her 
draught, for trade in tho Persian Gulf,” I hear; further, that she intends to ship eargo 
for London, but up to the present she has uot succeeded in securing any in 
Bushire, 

ae Thaye, &e 
(Signed) ©. A, KEMBALL, 





No. 142. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne.—(Received April 20.) 


(No. 55.) A 
My Loni, Tehran, April 4, 1901, 
" [HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in 
Persia, drawn up in the Oriental Ohancery of diy Facation, 
ave, Ke, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure in No, 112, 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia. 


Tehran—The Nourowx festivities have passed without incident, Iis Imperial 
Majesty the Shah held the customary reception of the Diplomatic Body on the 
23rd March, and appeared in good health, : 

His Tinperial Highness the Shon-es-Sultanch, the Shal’s second son, left Tehran 
for Shiraz with a numerous suite about a fortnight ago to take up his appointment as 
Governor of Fars; his arrival at Ispahan, with a train of 6,000 followers, has been 
reported. ‘ " 

His Imperial Highness the Sala-ed-Dowleh, His Majesty's third son, leaves the 
capital shortly for Arabistan, of which province he has been made Governor, 

Belzian officials, of good standing in their own country, are expected 

5 to be Logal Adviser to the Persian Foreign Office, another to manage 
the Post Office, and the third to take office in the Ministry of Binance. The Minister 
of Posts has been dismissed, and a great effort is being mado to place that Department 
directly under the Government, Harem influence. is, however, being exercised to 
procure the place under the old farming system for the MoinsuleMulk, the Shah's 
son-in-law; a compromise will probably be effected. ae 

Resht.—Tho Nasr-es-Sultanch lias been reappointed Governor-General of Ghilan, 
Mis Excellency has been an excellent Governor, and the news that he is to remain has 

yen universal satisfaction. 
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‘roubles are reported from Taleshtulal, where the turbulent Highlanders, who 
rustomed to govern themselves, are not pleased at the appointment of Nasrallah 

‘as Governor of the district. Pighting has taken place, and the Persian soldiers 

nt by the Nast-es-Sultanch were defeated, His Excellency has applied to Tehran 
for reinforcoments of a tougher nature, and these have been granted. Another 


member of the same family as Nasrullah Khan, viz, Aleanazar Khan, who was 
recently appointed to a. small Governorship in a neighbouring district, is beseiged by 
the tribesmen and cannot communicate with the outside world. 

“M. Ferrand, the French Vice-Consul at Resht, has arrived there, and is said to be 
a yery capable functionary. 

Tadrees—A difference lias arisen between Nizam-es-Sultanch (the Governor- 
Genoral) and the Chief of the Azerbaijan Customs. ‘The Governor, who would 
willingly retire from his post, has sent in his resignation, which has not yet been 
accepted, as his presence in Tehran is not co! 

‘he foreign and Christian community in Urun 
consequence of secret meetings held hy Saids, Mollabs, aud other fanatics. Reassuring 
measures were taken by the authorities, and it now appears that the discontent 
Was directed rather against the local Administration than against the Christian 
element. 

Meshed Y Dowleh is installed as Governor-General, and the general 
impression he hias made is good. 

Sartip Mir Mausum Khan, son of Amir Hashmat-ul-Mutk, of Seistan, left. that 
place on the bth February for Quetta, with the object of consulting an oculist in 
Initia, and in the hope of being able to visit Calcutta and see his Exeelleney the 

ieroy, The Sartip, th of much promise, and his mother is sister of Sirdar 
Syed Khan Nar’ chi Chief in Eastern Persin, His departure was 
greatly delayed by Russian intrigues. 

Me Herat Agent says he gave information to the Governor of Herat and the 
Sipnhsalny respecting extensions of the Kushk line referred to in the last summary. 
‘Whe latter had received reports from their frontier officials at Maruchak to the effect 
that the railway-line had heen marked out: towards Khan ‘Tapa and that the Russians 
proposed to remov rustoms-house from Panjdeh fo Tanur Sangi. [t was not true 
that the railwa had eon extended from Sheikh Junaid towards Chihil 
Dukhtatwn for 1,000 paces, though the Russians intend to make this extension as well 
as one from Panjdeh towards Tanue Sangi.. ‘the head authorities aro instructing their 
frontior afficials to keep a watch and to make inquiries about the accumulation of rails 
at Sari Yai 

Azam is taking vigorous steps to support the reformed Customs 
Administration on the eastern frontio; 

Busl ‘The Customs Administration have detailed a boat to ernise in Persian 
wators for the purpose of boardin ad searching Pe nn vessels for arms. This boat 
Tins had one encounter with a Koweit vessel carrying arms. The Customs boat ran 
short of mmmunition, and the crew protested ous nature of the 

terprise, The Koweit vessel went on her w: 
from Bahroin. tha energetic 
suppression of the importatio arms into Al Hasa and Katr. A. 
‘been searched by a Lurkish corvette and a quantity of rifles 
anil amit 

‘Whe inhabitants of Kishan aw very discontented with Sheikh Hasan—their 
Hoadnan; but the Darya Bogi will not answer their po is removal. 

M. Robert Wanekhins, a German merchant at Lingah, intends to open a branch 
of his business at Bahrein. 

Tho firm of Mossts, Hotz and Son, until now under British protection, are re- 
ported to have placed themselves under Russian protection and to have been largely 
fustrumental in obtaining the Russian service of steamers in the Persian Gulf. 

‘Ai Khan, tho Tangistani leader, has again taken sanctuary at the Tmamgade in 
consequence of pressure having been brought to. bear upon him by the Governor of 
Bushito to pay up the remaining compensation due for the murder of the relations of 
Malmoud Jemadac, of the 'Felegraph Department. 

M. Lefschetz, of the International Bank of Moscow, is expected shortly in 
Bushire to inake arrangements for the ianking interests of his establishment. Tt is 
also probable that Russian banking will not be confined to the Moscow Bank. 

Tspahan.—Mr, Preece returned to Ispalian on the 14th March in the capacity of 


His Majesty’s Consul-General. He was reeeived with all the honours due to his 


‘istan-—Captain Benn has arrived here with an eseort of fifteen lancers under s 
native officer, On the 28th February Captain Webbe Ware arrived with a large camp 
dnd an escort of twenty-five infantry. ‘The Russian Vice-Consul has done his best to 
aise the fears of the people at the presence of this force; but everything has been 
Aone to allay excitement, and the Amir Hashmat-ul-Mulk is not himself in any way, 


alarmed. 
(Signed) ©. ALBAN YOUNG. 
British Legation, Tehran, April 4, 1901. 





No. 143. 


Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co,, Bushire, to Mr. G. Mackensie.—(Communicated by 
‘Mr. Mackenzie, April 29, 1901.) 


(Exiract,) Bushire, March 81, 1001. 
RUSSIANS. have rented Messrs, Livingstone, Muir, and Cors office near the 
Custom-house, It is reported that Messrs, Hotz have cleared the ‘Korniloff’s” 
‘aud it will all be removed to Livingstone, Muir, and Co.’s old premises, where 
Stwill be sold gradually. We understand that, for the present, no orders will be 
Dooked hy the new Company, but, later ou, special terms will be offered to Persian 
merchants to induce them to place orders in Russia, and that, at thrst, goods will even 
be brought out freightefree, the freight being paid by the Russian Govornment, 
None of the eargo has been submitted for inspection as yet, so we are unable for the 
nt to report on same. ‘The bags of sugar contain four loaves each (not three, as 
previously advised), about 2 fect Jong, and weighing about 7 Ibs. ‘The cube sugar is 
‘hout 1 ewt, So far the natives do not seem to be taken with the new 

it is too hand and diflicult to break. 





No. Lit, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 1.) 


India Office, April 80, 1901, 
T AM direoted by the Secretary of Stato for India in Couneil to acknowledge the 
of the 4th April last, inclosing copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty ‘Yohran regarding the progress of his negotiations. with the 
‘Attaberi-Avam respecting the construction of a telegraph-line to tho frontier of 
an, and asking for information as to what reply should be xeturned on the 
points raised therein, 
The vo points referred to in Sir .\. Mavdinge's despatch as requiring further 
explanati 
1, ‘the ether the British Government intended to supply the material 
for the line without charzing the Persian Government for it}, and 
¥, The selection of the route for the new lin 
Gn the first point Tam to observe that the draft Convention w 
to you in my letter of the Ist April, for transmission to His Majesty's Minister. in 
Persia, will show that it is. proposed that the cost of the material and of construction 
shall be smdually recovered from the Persian Government by dedueting three-quarters 
of the rental which it is proposed to offer that Government for the lease of the line. 
With regan to the second point, 1 am to informa you that the Seerotary of Slat 
for India is awaiting the result of a survey, which is being carried out: by Mr. Arm 
strong, of the Indian Telegraph Department, of the various routes which have been 
proposed for the new line. 
Lord George Hamilton is not, therefore, able at present: to come to a definite 
decision as to the route east of Bam which should be adopted. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HARDWICKE. 
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Tudia Office to Foreign Offee—(Received May 1.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 11th April, reganding 
‘Mohammerah customs. 

India Office, April 30, 1901, 


Telosure 1 in No. 145. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Welegraphie.) Bushire, January 28, 1901. 
FOLLOWING sent to Tehran: 

“T have just heard from Simais that he is going by this mail to Mohammerah 
with purpose of interviewing Sheikh regarding the introduetion of Customs Depart- 
ment at Moliammerh, 1 believe that he understands difficulty, but he hopes to 
arrange matters amicably cikh. He says that, if he eannot'do so, he intends 
not to proceed further in matter at present, I believe, however, that Persian Govern- 
ment are determine) on introduction of Customs and are not likely to let matters drop 
if Sheikh rofuses,”” 


Inclosure 2 in No, 145, 
Lieutenunt-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.), Bushire, March 9, 1901. 


WIE reference t> my telegiam, dated the 28th January Inst, in which I 
reported that M, Simais, the’Director-General of the Persian Customs Departme: 
Bushire, had proceeded to Mohammorah for the purpose of interviewing the Sh 


Government propose the following arrangements :— 

Estimating the total tribute paid by the Sheikh to the Persian Government to he 
(0,000. tomans. yearly (it is not known what portion of this is derived from the 
Customs as distinet from the land tax), it is proposed to pay to the Sheikh, in return 
for the surrender by him of the Customs, 2 sum of 30,000 tomans yearly, and in 
dition to bestow ripon him a pension of 12,000 or 15,000 fomans in liek of the 
«xomption from duty of his own produce, 

2, My opinion, which is confirmed by Mr. MeDouall who has recently interviewed 

Sheikh on the subject, is that the Sheikh's position at Mohammerah is such that 
it fs impossible for him to consent to the assumption by the Persians of the manage 
iment of the Customs at Mohammerah and on the Karun. He does not attae any 
importance ¢o his own pecuniary interest in the matter, as he is aware that the Persian 
Government will be willing to recoup him for any loss which he may sustain, but he 
says thiat the Arab tribes who acknowledge his control will not tamely subuaft to the 
summnder of their time-honoured rights and privileges, and that trouble will 
undoubtedly ensue if the Persians take the management of the Customs into their 
own hands. 

M, Simais, with whom T have discussed the matter, does not share this view. 
He helieves that he can effect the change without any trouble, and I believe that the 


Persian Government is fully determined to introduce the reforms without much 
further delay, 


See 
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No. 146. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 4.) 


Sir, India Office, May 8, 1901. 

I AM directed to forward, for the consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
copy of a telegram, dated the 28th April, received from the Vicetoy of Tndia, on the 
subject of an intention attributed to the Russian Government of nequi her the 
possession of Scistan or the right of farming its revenues from Persia, 

Lord George Hamilton is not aware of the sourees from which this information 
has been obtained, and he is, therefore, unable to measure the degree of credibility 
which it deserves, “Lord Lansdowne is aware of the assurance given by Porsia on the 
23rd October, 1897, to the effect that the customs of Southern Persia will never be 
placed under foreign supervision and control, If there be any grounds for the 
Tumours as to the intentions of the Russian Government, the suggestion made by 
Lord Curzon appears to deserve the favourable attention of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODERY, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamition, 

(Telegraphic.) April 28, 1901, 
RUMOUR reaches us fom more than one quarter that Russia contemplates 

cither purchase of Seistan or farming of Soistan revenue from Persia, Any such 
a would be fital to our rapidly expanding trade, and would constitute a’ grave 
rior menneo to Beluchistan, We think that in no circumstances, direct or 

indirect, onght Seistan to pass under Russian control, An intimation to Persian 

Hoverament of the interest that we tako in Seistan, and of our inability to acquieseo 

in its oxti ght forestall any such move, if contemplated. Will you consider 

of addressing Foreign Office in this sense? 





No. 147. 
N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansttowne.—(Received May 6.) 


(No. 158. Confidential.) 
My Lord Constantinople, Aprit 27, 1901. 

BEARING on the information given to me by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
reported to your Lordship in my telegrain No. 21 of the 15th instant, to the efluct. that 
‘orders had been sent for the expulsion of the Turkish Sheikh Muhammed from Ad Dareja, 
1 have the honour now to inclose a translation of a letter from the Minister of War to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, which has been confidentially communicated to me by the 
Sublime Porte. 

Itis stated in the letter "that His Imperial Majesty had decreed that, in order not to 
xive any reason for any intervention on the part of the English in those parts, the 
Government should asten the conclusion of the matter under correspondence and report 
the matter as soon as possible to His Imperial Majesty.” 

T hear privately that the Russian Embassy, following their traditional policy in this 
country, have been inspiring the Turks with the fear of British aggression in the Yemeu, 
and telling him that His Majesty’s Goveroment intends to annex. the nine protected 
States. 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affuirs is quite able to explain to himself the purport of 
the insinuations of the Russian Embassy, and he is aware from my remarks that His 
Majesty’s Government do not desire to change in any way the satus quo in those 
parts, 

Thave, &e. 
(signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


——<$§$—______ 





140 
Inclosure in No. 147. 


‘Turkish Minister of War to Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


(Translation,) 

1 HAD’ the honour to inform you in my letter that correspondence had been ¢ 
on with the Mushir of the 7th Army Corps concerning the encroachment alleged to fi 
Veen made by Naziri Maboul, one of the desert Sheikhs, upon the place called Duraza, in 
the nine nahiés, 

No precise details were given as to whether the Sheikh in question was or was 
not still to be found there, or whether he has or has not been expelled. ‘The British 
Embassy stated that if an end were not put to the encroachments the English Govern 
ment would send troops to put an end to them, andas the Embassy is briuging pressure 
to bear in the matter, your Excellency’s letter dated 9th (20th) April last, has been 
referred to the Btat Major, in which your Excellency requested me to obtain the necessary 
explanations and to commuuicate them, 

On inquiries made by my Department, the Mushir above-mentioned telegraphed in 
reply thatthe documents connected with the investigations made had been intrusted to the 
post and dispatched. 

In private letter Ihave submitted to His Imperial Majesty the Sultan that the 
British Military Attaché had called upon me in order to ascertain what had been done in 
the fue of this encroachment, and, after explaining. the state of the case, I informed him 
that steps would be taken according to the result which should appear. 

Tn reply to my letter I received a letter on the 10th (23rd) April last, informing 
me that His Imperial Mojesty had decreed that, iu order not to give any reason for any 
intervention on the part of the English in those parts, the Government should hasten the 
conclusion of the matter under correspondence, and report the matter as soon as possible 
to His Imperial Maj 

Tn consequence of this letter T have communicated the contents of the Imperial 
Iradé to the said Mushir, I have also quoted to hin your Exeelleney’s letter, and 
instructed his Excellency to report at once whether the encroachment had or had not 
taken place in the nine nabiés, and, if $0, who were the authors, and where they took place, 
and when the documents relating to them were posted. 

On receipt of a reply I shall not fail to communicate it to your Excellency. 

(Signed RIZA, Seraskier. 

April UL (24), 1901. 





No. 148, 


Extract from Seivtun Diary, by Major Chenevin-Trench, March 1-15.—(Communicated by 
Tudlin Office May 6, 1901.) 


‘THE Amir Hashinat-ul-Mulk has broached the subject of the purchase of Seistan 
lands. He says that the Persian Government only Inst ted him to buy the khalsa 
Tands of Seistan, which means the whole of the country; that he had replied that he had 
thot the money, neither were the ryats in n position to do so. He now suggests that the 
British Government should do so in his uame—in other words, that they should pay 
the Shab a fixed sum for Seistan, aud insure his continued Governorship. I told him 
thut of course such # large question could only be dealt with by my Government, and that 
T could not do more than mention his cony 

He said fie would gently re-open the question at ‘Tehran on his own behalf, which I 
conclude he has done 

Later he hits sent in a request asking me whether, before I left for Meshed, I would 
tend him 10,000 tomans—about 30,000 ruy ing me grain equivalent for half, and 
leaving the balance asa loan. have of course n Leannot dothis, If the question 
of the purchia is within the range of practical polities, the above conversation 
may be interesting. 
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No. 149. 


Sir 4. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.-—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 15.) 


(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, Ma 1. 
{ONSUL-GENERAL WOOD telegraphs as follows, 4th Mays” a 

__ “Valiahd is leaving Tabreez to-morrow. High official has given me information 
pointing to a fresh loan from Russia being arranged for ; guarantees, which the Prince 
will sign as heir-apparent, being Resht and neighbouring districts, According to 
public rumour the vigour of the support given to interests and pretensions of the Shoa- 
es-Sultaneh by the Ain-ed-Dowleh has caused the Valiahd to take this journey out of 
anxiety for his position as heir-apparent, Whatever the real reasons may be the 
Valiahd whilst at Tehran will endeavour to obtain mission to go to England as the 
Representative of the Shahi at the Coronation,” 


Manoger of linpevial Bank bas ben assured by M. Naus that there is at present no 
fresh Russian loan, s 


No. 160, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No, 12.) 
Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, May 6, 1901. 
A TELEGRAM has been received from the Viceroy of India dated April 28, 
atating that from more than one quarter rumours have reached. hitn that the purshase of 
an from Persia, or the farming of the Seistan revenue, is contemplated by Russia, 
is represented by his Excellency that any such action would prove fatal to the rapidly 
increasing Indian trade of that province, and be a serious ulterior mienace to Betuchistan, 
and that under no circumstances ought Seistan to be allowed to pass under the control of 
Russia, directly or indirectly. He suggests that we might forestall any such move, it 
conteniplated, by intimating to the Persian G ant the interest which His Majesty’s 
Government take in Seistan and our inability to acquiesce in its extinetion. : 
Is there, in your opinion, reason to suppose that this rumour has any foundation, and 
do you think it desirable that anything should he said to the Persian Government on the 
subject ? 


Of course no tampering with Scistan by Russia can be tolerated by His Majesty's 
Government, 





No, 151, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 7.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosu 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's leler, dated tho 18th Apri, regarding Persian 
Gulf affairs, 


India Office, May 6, 1901. 


[1645] 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 151. 
Lieutenant: Colonel Kembail to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Bushire, March 9, 1901. 

THAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Government of 
India, a copy of a Confidential despatch, dated the Sth March, which I have addressed to 
His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the subject of the arrival in Bushire of 
Prince Dabija, the Russian Consul-General of Ispahan, 


_ Inclosure 2 in No. 151. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kembail to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Confidential,) !Buskire, March 8, 1901, 

T HAVE the honour to report that Prince Dabija, the Russian Consul-General. at 
Tspahan, arrived in Bushire on the 4th instant. He is staying in a house near the 
Reshive ‘telegraph station, which has been placed at his disposal by the Malek-ut-Tojar, 
‘who was once the head of the merchants and a farmer Governor of Bushire, but has 
been residing for some time at Shiraz, where he made the acquaintance of Prince 
Dabija, 

His Excellency the Darya Begi, acting, as he told me privately, in accordance with 
orders received by hin from “Tehiran, took steps to receive the Russian Consul-General 
‘with considerable delat, sending a representative to meet him at Borasjun, and preparing a 
Jarge *istikbal’” for hin 

2, Prince Dabija paid me the honour of a visit, which I returned the next day. He 
tolil me in eourse of conversation that his visit to Bushire was in connection with the 
arrival, which is shortly expected), of the Russian merchant-steamer, but he could not say 
how long he would remain he 

Thave heard trom Lloyd’s agents here that the name of the Russian steamer is the 


“Korniloff,” and that she is a very old steamer, not at all suitable, owing to her 
draught, for trade in the Persian Gulf, I hear, further, that she intends to ship eargo 


for London, but that up to the present she’ has not succeeded in securing any in 
Bushire, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 151. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential) Bushire, March 9, 1901. 

IN continuation of my letter of to-day’s date, 1 have the honour to report that T 
have been informed by the Acting French Vice-Consul, Haji Mirza Hussein, that he has 
Seen approached by Prince Dabija with reference to the pureliase of is hous; formerly 
‘occupied as the French Vice-Consulate, for the use of the Russian Consulate which I hear 
is to be established here. 

It is said that the Russian Consul, whe ¢ up his appointment in Bushire, will 
arrive by the Russian steamer “ Korniloff,” which is due in Bushire shortly, but I do not 
Iknow if this information is correct, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 151. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, Aprit 1, 1901. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 9th March last, I have the honour to repor 
that the Russian steamer “ Korniloff”” urrived in Bushire on the 21st March from Odessa, 
having called at Muscat, Jask, Bunder Abbas, and 1 her way up the Gulf. ‘The 
vessel belongs to the Russian Steam Navigation Company, is of 1,592 tons net register, 
‘and appears to have been heavily Inden with cargo, as ou first arrival at Bushire she was 
unable to enter the inner harbour until she had discharged 12,500 packages. ‘This eargo 
which hns been landed in Bushire consists of 7,500 cases of kerosene oil and the remainder 


143 


‘of sugar, cotton and silk piece-goods, crockery, and other commodities. At Bunder 

‘Abbas she landed 600 bags of sugar. The cargo for Bushire does not appear to have been 

consigned to any particular merchants; but two Rossians who came by the ship, and who 

understand, representatives of a Moscow firm, have landed in Bushire, and are doing 

best to dispose of the goods. ‘The venture is hardly likely to be remunerative in the 

Dut itis said that the goods will, if necessary, be disposed of at a loss to the 

consignors with the view to the establishment of business relations in Bushire, ‘The Russian 

merchants intend, it is said, {0 remain in Bushire for some time, and then proceed to 
Shiraz with such goods as they have been unable to dispose of here. 

2, There were about ten passengers in the *Korniloff,” consisting of Russians and 
Frenchmen and including M. Mocsman, the Bushire representative of the firm of 
MM. Hotz and Son, a Dutch firm enjoying British protection, who came in the ship from 
Odessa, and who is acting as agent for her in Bushire. ‘The captain of the * Korniloff” 
is, itis believed, a Russian naval officer, and the ship carvies two small guns, from which a 
‘salute was tired when Prince Dabija paid a visit to the ship. ‘The Korniloit” will, it is 
said, leave for Bussorah on the 2nd instant, 





No. 152. 
Sir A. Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne — (Received May 7.) 


0, 16.) 
elegraphie) Pe Tehran, May 7, 1901, 
PURCHAS! stan by Russi 
Your Lordship's telegram No. 12. No such scheme has come to m; 
improbable I do not think it is impossible, as the Persian Govern 


that rumours: 
of Seistan is under di 
could be conte 


IL receive Major ‘Trench’s reply. 
Above repeated to Viceroy. 





No. 153. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 13.) 5 
(Telezrapbic.) P. Foreign Office, May 7, 1901. 
'SEISTAN. I have received your telegram No. 16 of the 7th instant, 
You should not make the proposed intimation to Persian Government unless the 
esult of your inquiries shows the necessity of such a step. 





No, 154, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Foreign Office, May 7, 1901. 


rected by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be laid 
Vefore the Secretary of Siate for India, a copy of a despatch from Iis Majesty's 
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‘Minister at Tehran,* in which he calls attention to the effect produced on the pro- 
yincial authorities and population of Persia by the presence of the Cossack guards 
attached to the Russian Consulates in that country. He suggests that, in view of the 
@fforts which are being made by the Russian Government to extend their influence in 
Persia, and especially the steps which are being taken to establish Russian Consulates 
in the most important towns in Southern Persia, it would be advisable that, in those 
Persian towns in which there is a Russian Consul with an eseort of Cossacks, the 
British Consular Representative should he provided with an equally strong guard of 
Tndian sepoys. 

‘Sir A. Hardinge proposes that application should be made to the Government 
of India to provide for this purpose a contingent of 100 or 150 men, who should, if 
possible, be Shiali Mahommedan 

Lam to request that Lord Lansdowne may be favoured with Lord G, Hamilton's 
observations on Sir A. Hardinge’s despateh. 

Tt appears to Lord Tanstlowne to be very desirable that some steps shiould be 
taken by His Majesty’s Government to counteract the rapidly influence of 
Thussia in Persia, particularly in the southern districts of that country, and Sir A. 
Hardinge’s proposil, which apparently inyolves the enrolment of a small number of 
men only, seems to his Lordship to be worthy of attentive consideration, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) '. H. SANDERSON, 





No, 155, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. (Received May 9.) 


‘THE, Under-Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information vf the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign Seoretary’s letter, dated the 18th April, respecting the 
question of the French flag in Oma 

‘Tho early return of these papers, which are sent in original, is requested, 

India Office, Muy 8, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 


Captain Cox to Government of Tadio, 


(eases itl.) 
ir, 


7 Muscat, April 5, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to inclose copy of this Oifice letter No. 192, dated 3rd instant, 
addressed to the Resident in the Persian Gulf on the French flag question, 
LT have, Ke. 
(Signe P, Z. COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Cousul and Political Agent, Muscat. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 155. 
Captain Car to Lieutenant-Colonet Kemball, 


Muscat, April 3, 1901. 
nee to the question of the French flag in Oman, Ehave the honour to 
point out that supposing for a moment that all the signatories to the undertaking passed 
Fhe Sultan last Jone iitend to adhere to their promise, there are at present time no 
Fronch fla holders among the Sultan’s subjects, 

TL is to be expected, however, ax before reported, that a certain proportion of them 
at all events (owing to the efforts of my French colleague and Krench men-of-war during 
the past yenr to persuade them that they will receive protection in Oman as well as on 
the high'sexs and in foreign ports) have repented of their undertaking, and will returm 


* No. 140, 


to Oman from the African coast as usual with renovated French papers and French flags 
fiying. In view of the above contingency, I have the honour to inquire whether there is 
any objection to the Sultan issuing'when the time comes a Notification to his subjects on 
the lines of the attached draft, 

2. Supposing, for purposes of argument, that the issue of tho flags can be justified 
on principles of international law, by the light of those principles it can at any rate only 
be claimed that they are intended to carry with them protection on the high seas and in 
foreign ports. 

‘As you are aware the Sultan has hitherto been slack in this direction, and has 
tacitly allowed the dhows of his subjects to fy their French flags both in his territorial 
waters and over their houses on land, 

He is, however, anxious as far as possible to wipe out the past in this connection, 
and he would seem to me to be quite within his rights in issuing, shoutd the occasion 
arise, as it probably will at no distant date, such a Notification as that under 
advertence. 

%. The time of issue would be at the beginning of the monsoon, early in June, and 
it might be notified to take effect from a date three months later, foreign Consuls in 
Museat being furnished with « copy of it asin the case of the previous Notification. Ut 
does not seem to me that it would afford any ground to the latter for reasonable 
‘objection, and the issue of it would both do away with the rooted impression which 
exists at Soor that the possession of such flags entitles the holder to Freneh protection 
in Oman, and it willalso deter the French Consul from attempting to exercise jurisdiction 

1m, directly or indirectly, in future, 

T trust you will see your way to recommend the Government of India to. sanction 
my advising the Sultan in favour of the issue of the said Notifieation, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat, 


Notification 


By our Edict dated 14th Safar, 1515, it was made clear to our subjects that the 
possession by individuals among them of foreign articles and foreign flags carried with it 
ho protection within our territory or territorial waters, 

Tt is hereby further ordained that from and after (here follows date] it is forbidden 
to our born or domiciled subjects to fly within our territories or in our territorial waters 
any foreign flag except under our written authority. 

‘Any person acting in contravention of this Edict will render himself ipso facto liable 
to such fine or punishinent as it may seem expedient to us to inflict, 





No, 156, 
Sir A. Havidinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 9.) 


No. 17.) 
Telegraphic) B Tehran, May 9, 1901. 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed ;— 


“No rumours have reached me here or elsewhere of Russian intention to buy 
Scistan, 

“Before T left Seistan Hashmat-ul-Mulk privately suggested that we should give 
him assistance towards buying Seistan, Isaid L would suggest the scheme to British 
Government, He agreed that he would first make an offer privately, and would write 
to Tehran with that object, In my opinion it is advisable that we assure bit now that 
tre will fd the money fur his offer, but we should outbid Russia if he cannot arrange 
purchase in his own name, 

“T do not clearly understand your last remark. We can rely on Showkat-ul- 
Mulk as being anti-Russian, and as he is not in want of money he will lond himeelf to 
no transaction with Russia ; Birjand land, moreover, is not State property.” 


Lagree with Major Trench that we should help Hashmateul-Mulk to buy, but be 
careful to conecal fact of our assistance from Persian Government. 
(2645) 
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T believe the acquisition of land in Seistan by or on behalf of Russia is, a plan 
which for some time past has been mooted on and off, Russian Vice-Consul may liave 
revived it in connection with this State lands’ question, 

Thaye little doubt that a new Russian loan is contemplated, and that this question 
iy really the object in view of the Russian official, mentioned in my despatch No. 10, 
Commercial, as professedly here in connection with Tariff revision. 

One report says that Shah is strongly opposed to any fresh loans, another that 
‘entire revenuie of Ghilan is to be pledged. 

Sadr Azam must hiaye ready-money, as he ean only maintain his position by paying 
blackmaii to leading courtiers, 

(Repeated to India.) 


No.1 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne— (Received May 10.) 


(No, 18) 
(Telegraphie,) P. 
‘NELEGRAPH extension to Beluchistan, 
Persian Government is averse to lease of line to Indo-European Department, and 
would prefer’ that, until their debt for construction and materials is paid, we should 
appropriate all receipts. Scheme of draft Convention naturally is favoured 
of Melegraphs, and Foreign Minister seemed inclined to my explaining how 
advantageous it would:be to Persia, The they fear Russian counter= 
demands, similar. proposals by Russia for line f ns-Cspiin frontier having been 
ind ay ence Brom distiust oftaw al Soca droid of taal I almost 


Tehran, May 10, 1901. 


certainly propose “no lease, and payment of out of rece 
which i roturn to oviyinal proposal made by me, together with guarant 
1 by Engli 1 le to His Majesty's Government? 
from Bnglish inspection, ut Tpremne vo should ne 


wglish inspectors provided by present draft Convention, aud that 
¢ line should be appoiuted by Indo-Buropean Department. 


No. 158, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Seeret.) 
Sin, Foreign Ofee, May 10, 1901, 

T LAL before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of thie Sri instant, relativ 
to rumours whieh have reached the Viceroy of India that the Russian Government 
contemplate purchasing Seistan or farming its revenue from Persia, 

Copies of telegraphic correspondence which has since passed between Lond 
Lansilowne and His May Minister at ‘Tehran on this subject have been communi- 
cated to you, 

Tam to request that the Secretary of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne 
vith his observations on the suggestion, mnade in Sir A. Hardinge’s telegeam No, 17 of 
xesterilay, that His Majesty’s Government should give financial assistance to the 
Amir Hishmat-uleMulk, to enable him to purchase the State lands in Seistan, 

Sir A, Hanlingo’s despatch relative fo the desin of the Amir to acquire these 
Jands, fo which he alludes in his telegram No. 16 of the 7th instant, and his despateh 
No. 10, Commercial, referred to in his telegram No. 17, have not yet reached this 
Department, and Lord Lansdowne is without information As to the estimated value of 
the lands, the sum that would be required for the suggested transaction, or the effects 
that might be expected to result from it, 

Lord George Hamilton will have noticed the refereuces to the State lands in the 
Seistan diary for the Ist to the 15th March which was inclosed in your letter of the 
ih May, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "T.-H. SANDERSON. 





No, 159. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 11.) 


India Office, May 10, 1901. 

AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for Lord Lansdowne's 
information, a copy of a correspondence received from the Government of India, on the 
subject of the reported existence of coal of good quality within easy distance of the port of 
Sur, in Oman. 

Lord Lansdowne will observe that the Government of India have deputed a geolog 
‘expert to examine the locality, and that Captain Cox has been authorized to ascertai 
views of the Sultan of Muscat on the question of establishing a coal trade, If Captain 
Cox’ expectations are likely to be realized, it might be advisable to offer the Sultan a 
consideration for the lease of the coal fields or for the exclusive right of working them, 
provided that no objection can be raised to such @ course under the joint Anglo-French 
Declaration of the 10th March, 1862, (am to inquire whether the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs sees any objection to such a proceeding, and to request that Lord George 
Hamilton may receive an early reply. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 159, 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Muscat, January 18, 1901, 
PRIMARILY in connection with the increasing practical difficulty which the adequate 
supply of Welsh coal to. the depdts in these waters seems from time to time to present, 
and the very pronounced inferiority of the Indian article (of which the comparative cone 
is said to be from 30 to 40 per cent. greater for the same specd and distance), 
T have the honour to solicit the attention of the Government of Tndin to the possibilities 
presented by the existence of coal in Oman as a convenient source of supply for our 
Museat and Persian Gulf requirements. 
snce of coal in the Sultan's territory found mention in the political 
diary furnished weekly by this Agency some two years ago in the following entey 
“ May 22nd, 1808—Sheikh Mubammad-bii-Mubarek, of the Jenebeh of Sur, has 
seut fifty bags of coal, about five tons, from Rafsch, a fow miles distant from Sur.” His 
engineer pronounces it equal, if not superior, to Welsh coal, being entirely 
smokeless.’ 
As the general question of coal supply was not then much in evidence, the above entry. 
possibly have escaped specific notice at the times I venture, therefore, to revert 


reeently I took the opportunity of visiting the locality of Rafseli, or 

about 10 miles inland from Sur, {t is easily reached from Sur by a 

ood caravan road, and. the sheltered creek, which surrounds the port of Sur, offers every 
lity for export by dhow. 

The only reason, I believe, why His Highness Seyyid Feysal has not hitherto essayed 
to take it in hand is that he has litile authority over the tribe inhabiting the locality, who 
‘maintain a toll gate on the caravan road in the vicinity, whereat they levy transit fees on 
every laden animal that passes through, and would, therefore, view with suspicion and 
disfavour any civilized intrusion, such as a trade in coal would bring, simply from the fear 
at lal ie sncaine toy ar preset drirs Grose above fara of bleekoal, 

1 do not imagine, however, that their attitude would offer any serious difficulty, and 
am of opinion that it might be got over by the Sultan subsidizing them or giving th 
a royalty on the coal; or by his building a fort in the neighbourhood, of the inexpensive 
pattern common in Oman, and locating in it a garrison sufficiently strong to keep the 
tribesmen in hand. 

Tmay mention that there is no village of “Rufsheh ;” the nate simply represents 
that particular portion of the maritime range, Judging from the aspect of this range, 
there is no reason to suppose that the coal is likely to be limited in quantity. On the 
contrary, according to iny information, it exists not only near Rufsheb, but also at other 
points in the range, ¢y., Kalhat, about 20 miles further up the coast, 
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3, ‘The iden of a coal trade from this corst suggests advantageous possibilities in three 
directions— 

(1) It would be an obviously convenient source of supply for our coal depots in these 
waters. 

(@) Tt would considerably improve the independent financial position of the 
Sultan (though this, perhaps, is not wholly an advantage from one point of view) 

(3) It would be the means of shedding, in some degree, the light of civilization 
and publicity upon the port of Sur, a spot which has hitherto borne a time-honoured 
and unenviable notoriety” as the principal emporium for the supply of negro slaves to meet 
‘the demand for them in Eastern Arabia and the Persian Gulf. 

‘Apart from. the above considerations, moreover, the existence of coal in the 
‘matitine range behind Sur, and the vicinity seems to have an indirect bearing on the French 
flag question, and in that connection to accentuate in no small degree the undesirability of 
our allowing the French or any other Maritime Power to raise a community of protézés, 
and thus gain a footing and i careourtae part of the coast of Oman. 

T respectfully commend the question, therefore, to the attention of the Government 
of India, aud beg to inquire whether it may not be advisabie to come to some arrangement 
with the Sultan on the subject, 

5. In case Government may consider the matter of sufficient importance to make 
carly action desirable, I venture to submit this communication direct, but shall duly forward 
a copy to the Resident by the next up-mail. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 159. 


Government of India to Captain Cox. 


Fort William, February 28, 1901, 
1 AM directed to reply to your letter dated the 18th January, 1901, regarding. 
the possibility of establishing »° coal trae with the coast of Oman in the vicinity 


of Sur, 

2, Your report has been read with interest by the Government of India, and you 
are authorized to ascertain the views of His Highness the Sultan on the subject. It will 
bo necessary, however, before any definite arrangement is made with the Sultan, that 
the country in which the coal is said. to exist should be visited by a geological expert on 
Dehalf of the Government of India, ‘The services of an officer of the Geological Survey 
Department could be made available after: the field season closes in April next, and fam 
to inquire what, in your opinion, would be the most suitable season for his visit to Oman, 
and whether you could arrange to accorpany hin on any tour which he might, with the 

permission, undertake, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 359. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Museat, March 16, 1001. 

IN reply to. Foreign Department letter dated the 23rd February, 1901, to 

yy address, Thave the honour to report that | have, as instructed, ascertained the views 

‘of the Sultan on the subject of the cxport of coal from Sur. ie 

9, His Highness regards the project favourably, and is willing that, as a preliminary 
measure, the locality should be visit expert on bebalf of the Government. 
of India. 

T vould arrange to accompany the officer, and it would be convenient if he could come 
to Muscat as soon as practicable after the Ist Apri bringing with him a camp bed and a 
Hight Kahul tent ifnot inconvenient. Other canny necessaries T ean provide, 

5. 1 request the favour of being worned at Ieast a week ia advance of the date of the 
officer's arrival. a 

‘A copy of this letter will be duly furnished to the Resident. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 159. 
Government of India to Captain Cor. 
(Telegraphie.) Simla, April 3, 1901. 


YOUR letter 16th March last. Dr. A. von Kraft leaves Caloutta 4th April, proceeds 
Muscat via Bombay 





No, 160. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received May 11.) 


Sir, India Office, May 10, 1901. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for Lord Lansdowne’s.infor- 
mation, & copy of papers received from the Government of India, on the subject, of 
affairs in Muscat. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY 


Inclosure 1 in No. 160. 


Captain Cov to Government of India, 


(Confidentint:) Muscat, April 4, 1901, 

1 HAVE. the honour to record the following further information connected with the 
expulsion of F. von Kornatzki. 

2, When his liabilities were being gone into iu the presence of his ereditors in the 
Court of this Consulate, informed the Court that he was expecting « parcel of his 
wees jewellers, worth 800 oF 600 rupees, from Messrs. King and. Coy Bombay, atid 
begged that the Court would take delivery of them and sell them in Museat for the 
honefit of his ereditors. ‘To this end he gave the Postmaster a written authority to hand 
the parcel over to me. 

‘The jewels, however, eame as cargo by mail steamer, the bill of lading being addressed 
to Kornatzki by registered post, and on his receiving it in Kurachi, he indorsed it to 
M. Goguyer and sent it to the latter here, asking him to take delivery and reship the 
parcel to Karachi. The vessel did not touch here on her wav down the Gulf, so Kornatzki 
‘was able to obtain delivery of the parcel himself at Karachi, 

3. Since von Kornat: departure, a further claim has been received for a suin of 
500 rupees odd on account of another cheque tendered by himn which has been dishonoured 
in London. 

4, By the last mail from England, there arrived « number of private letters from 
Paris for persons in Muscat, each said to have contained a press cutting of a long article 
communicated to the “Dépéche Coloniale” by M. Goguyer on the subject of the 


hut really contai 
iate the Sul 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 160. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Muscat, Aprit 5, 1901. 

THAVE the honour to report that, since this office letter of yesterday’s date was 
written, His Highness has sent his Vizier to confer with me on the general subject of 
M. Goguyer’s doings, and to ask whether there are no constitutional grounds or means by 
Which a protest could be made to the French Government in the matter. 

‘Phe Sultan spoke to me himself on the subject some months ago, but in view of the 
instructions conveyed to me in paragraph 2 of Foreign Department letter dated the 
26th July, 1900, { told him that I did not think that at present he had sufficient material 
for moving in the matter, ‘The article regarding the Kornatzki's expulsion, of which, as 

‘ted elsewhere, a cutting has been sent to His Highness direct from the office of the 
hewspaper in Paris) has aecentuated the matter again, and he begs that I will inform the 
Government of India of the facts and inquire whether they can point out any remedy or 
ndvire any action either in the matter of the hostile communications to the press or of 
Goguyer’s proceedings in general. 

, In the former connection I fear there is no remedy or ground for official action, for 

Jes can only emanate from M, Ottavi or 
M, Gogw 5 9 in Goguyer's hand= 
‘writing, His Highness has no pr he could quote to the French Consul, 

‘On general grounds there is perhaps a better case for representation based on the 
following material 

(a,) Goguyer’s interference among the Sultan's subjects at Sur Inst year, reported in 
this office letter, dated the 22nd July, 1900. 

(b.) His endeavours to assist. Kornatrki to evade His fighness’ order to quit 
Muscat, including the submission of an Arabic letter signed by Kornatski, but written by 
himself direct to the Sultan ; and the use of improper language to the official deputed by 
the Sultan to see to Kornatzki’s departure (vide paragraph 2 of this office letter of the 
the 22nd February last). 

3. M, Goguyer’s articles are, as a rule, chiefly aimed at the British Consul, neither 
his official character nor his person being in any way spared ; but it has always seemed to 
to to be best, an it still does so far as 1 am concerned, to feign complete ignorance. of 
them, for this reason, that, were M, Ottavi to learn that I was in the habit of receiving 
cuttings of M, Goguyer's ‘productions, the result would simply be that a change would be 
made in the newspaper employed or in the channel of despatch. 

"AS regards the Sultan, however, who is somewhat sensitive in such matters, the 
position is not quito the same, and, if the parties continue the practice now started of 
fending to hit direct cuttings and exaggerated Arabic translations of their newspaper 
articles, in which such terms as “vassal,” “bien domestique,” “mené par le bout du 
‘new &e,, are constantly used in referring to His Highness, there must be some danger of 
their making an impression on him, 

4. If His Majesty's Government could see their way to make any verbal communica 
tion to the French Government on the Sultan's behalf, His Highness wonld, I imagine, 
readily make the necessary request in writing, but the matter will, perhaps, not be considered 
‘of sullicient moment to warrant such action. 

1 respectfully suggest, however, that the Sultan might now unobjectionably ask 
M, Ottavi to state definitely whether M, Goguyer is or is not a Government official, If 
ML, Ottavi has to admit that he is, these offensive newspaper articles could hardly continue 
to be written, there being no other non-official Frenchman in Musoat. If, on the other 
Nand, M. Goguyer is stated to have no official status, the Sultan would have some grounds 
for requesting hrough the French Consul, to refrain from meddling in political 
matters, as he did in the instances above quoted. 





No. 160", 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received May 11.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, May 10, 1901. 

‘THE Board of Trade had before them your lettor of the 2nd instant, with its 
inclosures, with reference to previous correspondence on the new law simplifying the 
system of customs and road dues in Persia, They now direct me to state that they 
concur in the course proposed by Sir A. Hardinge in this matter, on the understanding 
that the reservation at the ond of Article 8 of the Persian Law, inclosed in your letter, 
shall not permit the Persian Government to authorize concessionnaires to levy 
differential dues operating to the dotriment of British trade on the roads constructed. 
by them. 
i Tam, &. 

(Signed) A. B, BATEMAN, 
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No. 161. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.~-(Received May 12.) 


(No. 19.) 
(Kelegraphic.) P. : Tehran, May 12, 1901. 

T SAW the Atabeg-i-Azam yesterday, 

His Highness said he still hoped to arrange telegraph Agreement on basis of draft 
Convention, including lease, 

The Atabeg gave me his word that there was no question at present of a new 
loan, He promised that, while he was in office, if at any future time it became neces- 
sary to contract one, he would, before concluding it, inform and consult us. 

I think contemplated loan has certainly heen talked of, though, perhaps, not 
as an immediate or early necessity. The reports about it had reached me from the 
Shal’s entourage. 

(Sent to India.) 


No, 162. 


Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 13.) 


(No. 169.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 6, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which [have received from His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Adana, reporting on the 
dispatch of troops to the Yemen, and making some observations on the condition of 
that province. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) N, R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 162, 


Vice-Consul Massy to Sir N. O' Conor. 


(No. 20.) 
Sir, Adana, April 25, 1901, 

IT HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that during the past two 
months many ships of the Mahsoussé line have touched at the Port of Mersina 
conveying troops to the Yemen. 

hese have generally been said to haye come from Constantinople, Smyrna, 
and the coast at Adalia, but I cannot vouch for these statements. 

Tn all I should say that some 5,000 men or more have passed in these transports. 
Some men have been taken in at Mersina, and, in all, some 2,500 men, but these are 
said to be the usual annual contingent of recruits from these parts, and some of these 
came from as far, even, as Sivas, it is said. 

One of these ships, the “Arslan,” passed at Mersina on the 10th March with 
some 1,200 men, of whom some 200 men were taken on board at Mersina. News. 
has now reached us that this ship sank lately in the Red Sea, nearly all on board 
perishing. 

The news from the Yemen, which I hear from the military officers of this 
vilayet, continues to be disquicting. ‘They tell me that the revolt of the trihos is 
becoming more general, and there have also been mutinies amongst the troops. ‘Two 
battalions mutinied lately not far from Hodeida, killing two of their officers. ‘These 
battalions were at once sent off to some part from which, it is popularly said, not a 
man will again be allowed to return. 
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All this, as well as the previous stories of the starvation of the troops, the 
Durying of sick men alive, and the terrible ferocity of the enemy, has so acted on the 
minds of the people that the men now taken as soldiers have, in many to be 

on board in chains to prevent their escape. ‘This happened at Mersina quite 

many men being carried forcibly on board in handeuffs and chains, amidst the 

sand wails of the women and children. 

* Lhave, &. 
signed) PH. HA 





Sir Nv O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 1%.) 


(No, 180.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 8, 1901. 

WINE reference to. your Lordship's despatch No. 96 of the 12th Ma nd to 
iy reply No, 240 of the 26th of the following month, I have the honour to report that, 
having tioticed a statement in the ‘Moniteur Oriental” some days ago that Ge 
banker, Herr Max Schooler, was seeking « concession for the pearl fisheries in the 
Persian Gulf, I thought it well to inquire of the Minister for Forcign A 
there was any foundation for this report, and to remind him of my 
last June, reported in my above-mentioned despatch. 

T begged him to take careful note of the views of His Majesty's Government that « 
concession of the kind would excite the jealousy of the native fishermen, who have for 
long regarded the pearl ies as their exclusive property, and would be likely to give 
fise Uo diputes and disturbances which right lead to'conplica ion, 

Talso alluded to our arrangements with the trucial Chiefs on the coast, pointing 
out that the Indian Government was generally regarded as having by them under 
taken a moral obligation to protect these Chiefs in the enjoyment of their martime 

its, 

‘Fewflk Pasi said that he would take note of my observations, but that-he hud no 
knowledge of any application having been made to the Ottoman Government for such a 
concession as that referred to, 

Tshould state that the report published by the “ Moniteur Oriental” was reetified 
a day or two Jater by a paragraph announcing that the congession sought by Herr Sch 

the pearl fisheries on the ‘Turkish coast of the Red Sea, and not in the Pe 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 164. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Linsdowne—(Received May 13.) 


(No. 181, Contldential,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 8, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that a further communication, dated the 28th April, 
has been received by k Pasha from the Ottoman Minister of War on the subject 
of the proceedings nt Ad Dareja, in continuation of the one written on the 24th 
April, and inclosed, in translation, in my Confidential despateh No, 158 of the 27th 
ultimo. 

It statos that the General Commanding the 7th Army Corps reports that he lear: 
fiom the local Commandant that there is no. place called “ Debeja” [sic], but that the 
is one called “ Daryadja.” Itis not in the district of the nine nabiés, but in the nabié 
of Kimara, in. the kof Tanz, ‘The Havashibs (Hnushabi Arabs) were till quite 

cently under Ottoman rule; indeed, Sheikh Ali Mobsin served the Government in the 
city of Mudiv. 
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Last year Ali Mohsin on two occasions made an attack on Daryadja, when 
Sheikh Mohammed Tobsin Moukbil, whom the Minister of War styles Mudir of 
Kamara, and. his people drove him off. On the authorities of the vilayet: learning 
this, a guardian was placed in the “habitation ” (““meshen ”), built to prevent further 
aggression. Since then no fresh encroachment has taken place. Further details are 
expected by post. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR: 





No. 165. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Moy 14.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 26th April, respecting a visit 
to Sur by Mf, Ottavi. 


India Office, May 18, 1901. 


Inclosure in No. 165, 
Captain Cox to Government of Initia. 


(Telegraphic.) Karachi, April 28, 1901, 
. “Nuarat, Aprit 20—# Jean Bart” left 18th April, taking Frenchy Consul to Sur 





No. 166. 
Admiralty (o Foreign Office—(Received May 14.) 


Dear Sir Thomas, Admiralty, May 14, 1901, 
LORD SELBORNE thinks the inclosed letter from Admiral Bosanguet may be 
interesting to the Foreign Office. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) W. GRAHAM GR 


—————————— 
Inclosure in No. 166. 
Rear-Admiral Bosanquel to Mr. W. R. Lawrences 


My dear Sir, 

HAVING recently ret 
Excellency the Viceroy may 

T arrived at Sur and anchored there, 
of the 14th March, y 

"The principal Chiefs came on board ani were shown round the ship; they seemed 
pleased and impressed hy what they saw, 

"A relation of the Sultan of Muscat has recently been sent to Sur to act as Governor; 
he appeared (o bean Jntligent and capable man, and was apparently respected by the 
Arab Chief. 

‘On the same evening (the L4th) I arrived at Muscat, and moored inside the harbour, 
‘The next moming, at & o'clock, the Vizier came on board. He is « fine-looking old 
‘Arab, who has always been a strong partisan of the English Government, He said that 
he was directed by the Sultan to inform me of His Highness’ xreat pleasure at seeing 
the flag-ship in Muscat Harbour, and more particularly to dwell upon the extreme 
_gratification which the Sultan derived from the assistance and support he always received 

{aes} 2B 
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at the hands of the present English Consul and Political Agent, Captain Cox. He added 
that the Sultan wished it to be represented that he had never seen any one like Captain 
Cox before; that the Sultan felt for Captain Cox a great personal friendship, and found 
perfect freedom from all worry and responsibility by acting on all occasions on the 
British Consul’s advice, ‘The Vizier also intimated that the Sultan wished it to be 
resented that His Highness now submitted all questions and difficulties which came 
efore him to Captain Cox for his advice, and always acted in accordance therewith. 
visited the Sultan in the course of the forenoon; he was extremely friendly and 
renewed to me, through my own interpreter, the assurances above mentioned. Tt was 
quite evident. the Sultan feels for Captain Cox a personal friendship and regard, in 
auldition to the respect which would naturally be inspired by the British Consul and 
Political Age 

Th thie athonioon fhe Saline reinened ypvistband waa Sulaled-esToid down 

‘On the evening of the 15th March the Russian merchant-steamer “ Korniloff,” of 
the volunteer fleet, anchored outside the entrance, there being at that time in harbour 
the “Hightlyer,” “Sphinx,” British India steamer, and the English steamer “Afrikander,”” 
with cou! for the Indian Government. 

Every question that arose during my stay at Museat was submitted by the Sultan to 
Captain Cox and his advice immediately acted upon. I. think that Captain Cox 
deserves high eredit for the tact and firmness with which he has managed affairs at 
Muscat, 

From Muscat 1 proceeded to Bashire, but unfortunately a ease of small-pox 
developed on board the day before my arrival at that place. Twas therefore unable to 
lo more than show the flag and send my compliments to the Governor, 

At Bushire I heard from Mr. Davis, who was aeting in the absence of the Political 
Rosident, of the further proceedings of Mubarak, the Sheikh of Koweit, in the Nejd 
quarrel, and of a rumour that the ‘Turks were supporting the Amir of Neji with cavalry. 
‘Tho vimour of Mubarak having been killed in action has not been substantiated, and 
{ believe that as the dry season has now set in nothing can he done in the way of 
invasion of Koweit by land at she present time, 

From Bushite I proceeded to Bunder Abbas, where {found the Consul, Lieutenant 
{tunt, looking a perfect wreck; he is undoubtedly seriously ill, and it is no use keeping 
him there in his present state of health, 

I think a Consul at Bander Abbas is very necessary for protection of British 
intorests ; but it seems fo me he ought to be provided with a proper boat and a boat's 

, dressed in some sort of uniform, and a decent house for his habitation, At 
present one is almost ashamed of the present arrangements in these respects, 

A large number of Persians and Arabs visited the ship and were shown all over her, 

Were evidently impressed, the * Mighilyer ” heing the largest ship, with heaviest 
tins, which has ever visited the Gulf 

Fieutenant Hunt told me, with regard to the trade at Bunider Abbas, tat, owing to 
the opening of the Vieoroy's new caravan route vii Quetta, and to the new Belgian 
Customs stafl, Bunder Abbas imports and exports have Weelined full one-half du 
past year, He said that the merchants dislike the Belzians and their methods, that 
many of the caravans have given up Bunder Abbas for Quetta, and, he thinks, will not 
tein 

V heard ratler an amusing story about the “Persepolis,” which sl 
now commanded by a late tuitive interpreter from His Majesty's ship “Sp 

ersepolis” was sont to tum out an Arab Sheikh from a village which the Persians 
claimed, and the vessel proceeded to bombard the village indiscriminately, She 
presently used up all her friction tubes, and the late interpreter sent on board the 
“*Sphink” to ask for the loan of some, the request was, of course, refused. ‘The 
« Persopolis” then steamed out off action and made three oF four tubes, steamed back 
and fired off three or four guns, and kept on doing this until all the Arabs ran away 
ont of the village, 

1 think it is sad to see so few traces of British influence in the Gulf, Wherever 
one goes, from Sur, north to Bushire, and south ayain to Ormus and Jask, there are 
splendid remains of Portuywese forts and houses, and yet their occupation is more than 
200 years past. 

Why lave me not made a port. at Bushire # ‘he aow dredgers would scoop out a 
channel to the ereck in a short time, amd the trade would soon become largely 
Increased. ‘The Karun River would not be able to compete, I think, unless a railway 
were built there from Ahwaz to Tehran, At Bushire, steamers could go right alongside 
wooden piers or platforms on the banks, ‘The place is like Cooktown, on the Endeavour 


River, in Northern Queensland. ‘The expense, I should think, would certainly be under 
100,000/. ‘ 

The deepening of the bar on the Shat-el-Arab should, one would think, be 
attempted; steamers drawing 16 feet have sometimes to complete their eargo outside 
the bar—a dreadful annoyance to a sailor. ‘ 

“Lights are much required at one or two points in the Gulf. a 

Britain surely has the right to press hard for power to complete such ordinary 
safeguards to her sea-borne trade; and concessions such as these, if obtained, must pay 
well, I would gladly put some money in, so much do I believe in the success of the 
adventure. . 

We have just parted company off Dondra Head with the Royal squadron. ‘The pro- 
gramme of entertainment has been very successful, and the rejoicings of the people over 
the Royal visit have been spontaneous and enthusiast i : 

Sir West Ridgeway worked hard at the preparations, and he avoided the mistake of 
wz to crowd in too many events and hustling their Royal Highnesses. ‘Their Royal 
hnesses expressed themselves as highly delighted with all they saw, 
Believe me, &e. 
(Signed) DAY H, BOSANQUET. 





No, 107. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 15.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India. presonts his compliments to the Under~ 
Socrotary. of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georgo Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sccrotary of Stato, inclosure in Govern 
juent of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 1Sth April, respecting Museat 
alfairs. q 

India Office, May 14, 1901. 


——______—_—__—_. 


Inclosure in No, 167. 


Captain Cox to the Government of India, 


Tiare 8 coe Genel 
Signed) p. %, COX, Captain, 
His Briteane Seas Consul «nd Politival Agent, Muscat, 
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No. 168. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 15.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord G. Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a copy of two telegrams 
from the’Vieeroy respecting Ad Dareja, 


India Office, May 15, 1901, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 168, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Helegraphic,) May 12, 1901. 
FOUR ‘tetogram of 10th May : Aa Dareja. 
‘Troops at Aden are held ready to advance, but we await report from Resident at 
Aden. as to action taken by Turkey to expel Mahomed Nazir. Think it right, as 
duggented by O'Conor, to allow weasdnablo tine for eracuation. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 168. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


ee India Office, May 14, 1901. 


‘Mhe intruders into British Protectorate may be at once expelled, but enjoin care 
not to go beyond our borders, 


No. 169, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 16.) 


India Office, May 15, 1901. 
the reecipt of your letter, dated the 10th May, 
tary of State for Indin upon a suggestion th 

» in his telegram No. 17, dated the 9th May. Phat sugges- 
Amir Hashmat-ul-Mulk to purchase the 


Tont George Hamilton is not fully aequainted with all the facts, and, apart from 
the question of our relations with the Persian Government, he eannot judge wh 

the Amir is to be trusted, and whether, if the lands were purchased with Bri 
money, any British control ever Seistan would be thereby acquired. But the question 
of our relations with Persia is one of graye importance. Tho transaction proposed is 
to le taken with an official of the Persian Government, and we are to be * careful to 
conceal the fact of assistance from Persian Government.” If conecalment were 
possible, the further question of politieal expediency would arise, and the Secretary of 
State for India docs not consider that a measure of the political nature proposed 
should be taken, except in direct negotiation with the Persian Government. 

Tf this view be it scems to Lord George Hamilton that the first step 
should be to ascertain, so far as may be practicable, whether the rumours that have 
reached the Viceroy regarding Seistan are well founded. If any such facts can be 
verified, His Majesty's Minister nt Tehran might then be authorized to wake the 
Jutimation provisionally sanctioned by Lord Lansdowne’s telegram of the 7th M 
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Ik is possible, in these circumstances, that the Persian Government may propose to 
allot the revenues of Seistan to the British Government as security for a loan, and the 
Sceretary of State for India would, in that case, be disposed to make a careful 
investigation of the details and circumstances associated with such a proposal, if it 
‘were held not to be barred by the conditions of the Russian loan of the 30th January, 
1900, reserving for consideration the financial questions that would be involved. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ' HORACE WALPOLE. 


No, 170. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 16.) 


‘TILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 14th May, respecting Sepoy guards for British Consulates in 
Persia, 

India Office, May 16, 1901. 


Inclosure in No. 170. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, 


clegraphic. India Office, Nay 14, 1901. 
(TIFEREIGN Offlco inquires whether, and at. whnt cost, a contingent of about 
150 Shia Mahommedan Sepoys could be supplied for Consular guards in Persia, if 
proposal is adopted. 

Please report, 





No. 171. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Gee My Foreign Office, Muy 16, 1001, 
; B lai » Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 10th instant, 
oal of good quality near Sum; im Om: 

Tamilton’s proposal that, in. the event of the 
expert who has been sent from Tndin reporting favourably, application should tie 
made to the Sultan of Muscat for a lease of the coal-fields, Lord Lansdowne would 

¢ that, in ordor to avoid any inconvenient question with the French Gove- 
the eoaleticlds should, if possible, be leased to and 
worked by somo private agency, such as a British firm, 
am, & 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 172, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 17.) 


IN continuation of the letter from this Office of the 10th May, the Under- 
Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord G. Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
information of tlie Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 
‘16th May, respecting Muscat affairs. 


India Office, May 16, 1901. 


[ess] 





Tnclosure in No. 172. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphie,) May 16, 1901. 

TELEGRAM dated Muscat, 10th May, states that Cox, who recently went to 
Sur in native vessel, accompanied by Krafft, of Geological Survey of India, to 
examine reports on, coal seams, is obstructed by local tribes, and that Sultan of Museat 
has followed in mail-steamer, in order toarrange matters, French cruiser “ Infernet” 
arrived at Muscat from Sur 7th May, and returned 9th May, with French Consul. 
No other information has heen received yet, Kemball telegraphs, 13th May, that he 
had asked Cossack” to proceed at onee to Museat, and Admiral is ordering “ Assayo ” 
to Sur from Kurrachee, 


No.1 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne.—(Received Moy 17.) 


(No, 20) 
(Volographie,) BP. May 17, 1901. 
WING repeated to India 
logram No, 17 of 9th instant and Viceroy’s tulegram of 12th May. 
£169,000) is estimated value of Scistan Crown lands at twenty years? pureliase 
he sheep and cattle tax, which yields 1,500). 
hinat-ul-Mulk stated that last year he had 


T think Por Which is very suspicious of our interest i 
Kustom provinces, n at offor of loan at this juncture through Imperial 
Bank on security of Seistan revenuc, In my opinion, it would be better that we 
should , if desirable through the bank, an advanes to the Hishmat; but, in the 
event of such neotiations failing, I should be prepared, alleging as my ‘motive 
rumours of i Tussian propos to make suggestion propose by V 

promise of priority of accoptance for our offer might be obtained. 





No. 174. 
Foreign Office to Indi Office. 


Sir Foreign Office, May 17, 1901, 

1 TAVE lui botore the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of tho 104M instant, 
relative to the affairs of Muscat, 

With referonco to the second paragraph of your letter, Lord Lansdowne doubts 
the expotioncy of advising the Sultan to enter upon a discussion with the French 
Consul as to the status of ML. Goguyer, 

Lord Lansdowne ean, however, if onl G. Hamilton concurs, take an opportunity: 
of inquiring of the French Ambassador whether M. Goguyet isan official of the French 
Government. 

In tho event of his Excelleney replying in the negative, the Sultan might be so 
informed by Captain Cox, and might be told that the circumstances would warrant 
his requesting the French Consul to convey to M. Goguyer & warning in the sense 
proposed by Captain Cox, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘1, H, SANDERSON. 


159 


No. 175, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Foreign Office, May 18, 1901. 

‘THE project referred to in your telegrams Nos. 17 and 20, of the th and 17th 
instant, by which His Majesty's Government) would give financial assistance to the 
Hashmat-ul-Mulk, to enable him to purchase the Grown lands in. Seistan, seems 
hazardous, and the proposal that such assistance should be concealed from the Persian 
Government presents considerable difficulty, and is open to much objection. His 
Majesty's Government could not protect the Hashmat against the Persian Government 
in the e is falling into disfavour, nor have they any security that he night not 
tum ag 

‘The safer course would seem to tye that, if there are indications of any attempts on 
the part of Russia to tamper with Seistan, you should warn the Persian Government in 
the m Iready authorized, and that if, asa result of this warning, overtures should 
be made for financial assistance on the security of Seistan or other revenues, you should. 
state that His Majesty's Government: are ready to consider what can bo done to meet 
the wishes of the Persian Government in the matter, 





No. 176. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


, Foreiyn Office, May 18, 1901. 

WIDIH reference to my letter of the Sth July last, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit fo you a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople,* relative to a statement in the “ Moniteur Oriental that a Gorm 
banker was endeavouring to obtain concession for the pearl fisheries in the Porsian 
Gui. 

‘Lonl Lansilowne proposes, if Lord @. Hamilton concurs, to approve the language 
which Sir N, O'Conor held to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject, 
as reported by his Excellency. 

Lam, te. 
(Signed) . IL, SANDERSON, 





No. 177. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdlowne.—(Received May 19.) 


(No. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 19, 1901, 
WITH refer e subject of your Lordship's telegram No. 42, the Minister 
ying to furthér inquities as to the position of affairs at 
Ad Dareja, sai it no information had reached him to show tht the fort had been 
evnotiated by Sheikh Mohammed Nasir, 
T have several times warned the Porte that if they did not make him withdraw, we 
should do so, and there seems to be no reason for delaying his expulsion further. 





* No. 163, 
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No. 178. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 2 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary’s letters, dated the Srdand 25th April, regarding 
the proceedings of M. Zaroudny, 


India Office, Moy 20, 1901. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 171 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


Confidential.) Quetta, March 25, 1901. 
WITH reference to your Confidential telegram, dated the 16th January, 1901, 
asking me to communicate any information that might reach me in connection with the 
movements of M. Zaroudny and his party, I have the honour to forward a copy of 
Confidential letter, dated Dizak, the 3rd March, 1901, from the Political Agent, Kalat 
‘A copy of the diary for the week ending the 2tth February, 1901, to which the 
Political Agent refers, is being sent separately. 


SS 
Inclosure 2 in No. 178, 
Political Agent, Kalat, to Colonel Yate. 


(Confidential,) March 3, 1901. 

WITH reference to your Confidential indorsement of the 19th January, I have 
the Honour to report that party of three Russians with a Mahommedan inter- 
preter from Askabad aud some six attendants arrived at Sarju (Dizak district) on the 
{Oth February, 1901. ‘They had with them a letter from the Governor of Seistan, in 
which Persian officials along their route were asked to give them all necessary assistance. 
Tam unable to report their names as the Sartip does not remember them, One of the 
Sartip's Manshis said the name of the leader of the party was Kazi-ed-din-barma~Ali K 
Dut this was contradicted by Sarhang Hussain Ali Khan who knows some English ani 
who wrote the name down for me as Orzd Bran.” ‘This may, perhaps, stand for 
“Jarod ‘The latter gentlemen, however, is stated by Major ‘Trench to. have 
only one Russian companion with him, while the present party consists of three 
Russians. 

leader of the party had met the Sartip in Bampar about three years azo, and 
on arrival at Sa ‘acquaintance with him, ‘The party remained at Sarju for 
three days as the guest of the Sartip. ‘They left, unfortunately, only a few days hefore 
‘my arrival, 

‘he Sartip expresses himself as very disgusted with the way they repaid his 
hospitality, and he lad certainly good reason to complain, They asked and obtained 
his permission to visit Sarju Fort, in whieh Mir Bairam Khan, Naoshervani, is holding 
out as a rebel against the Persian Government. ‘They said they would point out the 
error of his ways to him aud induce bim to submit. Should their overtures be rejected, 
they would note the weak parts in the fort's defences, and on return tell the Sartip where 
to point his guns. What they actually did was to make Bairam Khan a present of a six- 
chambered revolver with. some ammunition, and generally to encourage him in his 
Attitude of resi a the Sartip, On return from the fort they spoke in favour 
of Bairam Khan, avoured to get the Sartip to abandon the siege. To say the 
east of it, their proceedings have rather a dubious look. 

‘The party had a cauiera with them, and among other thin oup of the 
Sartip and officials, ‘hey desired to photograph or sketch the fort at Dizak (a larze 
illage 2 miles east of Surju, from whieh the whole district takes its mame), but were 
prevented by the people from approaching it, 
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‘They have now gone vid Magas and Sarbaz to Charbar. But they also mentioned 
4 project of visiting Gwadur. From Charbar they will return to Kerman and Bampur and 
0 home again (presumably via Meshed). 

Should they enter British territory, the steps the Nazim has under my orders taken 
in the matter will, I think, render their progress impossible. 

T have no further news of the Russian traveller referred to in my diary for the 
week ending the 24th February, 1901, The deseription I had of his party seemed to 
point to his being M. Zaroudny, but Iam more inclined to think now he is some one 
else, and that M. Zaroudny is the leader of the party that has just left Dizak. I see 
from a belated number of the “ Pioneer” that I recently received that there are three « 
dierent Russian partes working, through Bastera Persia ut when even an official of 
the Sartip's rank does not know the names of foreigners visiting his district, it is difficult 
to distinguish one party from another. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 178. 


Colonel Yate to Government of India. 
(Gonsdentiat) 
ir, Quetta, April 8, 1901, 
IN continuation of my Confidential letter dated the 25th March, 1901, I have the 
honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Government of India, the 
accompanying copy of a Confidential letter, dated the 13th March, 1901, from the Political 
Agent, Kalat, concerning M. Zaroudny’s mnovements in Mekran. 
T have, &es 
(Signed) CHAS. E, YATE, 
Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 178. 
Political yent, Kalat, to Colonel Yate, 


Camp Isfandak, March 18, 1901 

TY continuation of my Confidential letter of the rd Mare, 1901, I have the honout 
to roport the further movements of the party of Russians who were lately at Dizak, and 
the leader of which I nov think must eortainly be M, Zaroudn 

2. The party, consisting, as before, of three Russians, one interpreter, and. six 
camel-men, with ten ¢ had, reached Sarbaz on the dth March, 1901. 
‘They stayed there two day: ited Sardar Hussein Khan, the Sarbaz Ch 
‘he Sardar gathered that’ the object of their journey was to see’ ax many places in 
Seistan and Persian Baluchistan as possible, and to make the acquaintances of, and, by 
the liberal bestowal of presents, acquire influence over as many persons in the country 
as possible. ‘They further vouchsafed the following information : (1) ‘Chat in the next 
two years they would twice again visit Persian Baluchistan ; (2) that the Russian and 
Persian Governments being on friendly terms, a Russian Consul was to be located at 
Bampur; and (3) that the Russian Government, had leased the ports of Bunder Abbas, 
Bushire, and Lingah from Persia, ‘The possession of these ports would threaten India 
and prevent avy interfereuce by the English with Russian designs in Persia, 

ithe party alvays walk theit ‘marches, shooting oF trapping birds, snakes, 
jackals, &e, ‘These they skin and stuff and carry away in boxes, 

4. ‘The route they haye followed and are now following is reported to be: Meshed, 
Birjand, Sarind,Jelak, Diab, Sarbaz, Phin (near Mand), Bab) Kalat, and’ Charba 
returning vid Geb, Lashar, Bumpur, Sarhad, Khash, and Meshed, to Askabac 

3. The above information has been received from Sardar Hussein Khan, who is 
yery well disposed towards our Government, but who would not wish Persian officials to 
be aware of the fact. 

6. Ishould further mention that there is a rumour current in Sarhad and Masbkel 
to the effect that Russia has farmed the revenues of the Province of Seistan for 
$0,000 tillas per annum, The story doubtless emanates from M, Zaroudny or other 
Russian travellers. 
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7. These reports, if they have no other value, may, at least, lend confirmation to 
what is doubtless already well understood —viz., that Russia's present activity in the matter 
of travelling and scientific parties in Eastern Persia hasan extremelymischievous tendency= 
‘The tide of such mischief may be small at present, but it will gather force as it goes, 
until, if no counteracting check be put upon it, it will assume proportions that cannot but 
be prejudicial to our own interests in the country. 

8, Before leaving Dizak, I got Mir Bairam Khan to show me the revolver given 
him by the Russian party that recently passed through Dizak. ‘The weapon is six- 
chambered, self-extracting, single action, and of -450 bore, It bears a name in Russian 
on the barrel, with the number 27255, 





No. 179. 
India Offce to Foreign Office. —(Reeeived Mny 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tl 
Secretary of State for Foreign Atlairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy, dated the 18th instant, respecting Muscat affairs. 

‘A copy’ has been sent to the Admiralty. 


India Office, May 20, 1901. 


Inclosure in No, 179. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(eteseaphie,) May 18, 1901, 

MY telegram of the 1th May, 

Cox telegraphs from Muscat, 15th May, that he hus returned, and that man-of-war 
is necessary at Sur to counteract the increasing French influence which threatens that of 
Sultan of Muscat, 

‘Cox has not yet reported on what occurred at Sur. 





No. 180, 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received May 20.) 


HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretiry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards lerewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of & telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 18th May, respecting the Suri coal seau 

‘A copy of this telegram, aid of the Viceroy’s telegram of the 16th May, has been 
sent to the Admiralty. 


India Ofice, May 20, 1901. 


Tnelosure in No. 180. 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 
(elegraphiie.) May 18, 1901. 
YOUR telogram of 16th May, Suri coal seam. 
If Krafft reports favourably, please telegraph purport and your opinion whether 
Sultan should be moved to grant monopoly of working to some British firm, 
Also send by mail text of Kraft’s report, 





No, 180". 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 21.) 


Sir, India Office, May 20, 1901, 
IN reply to your letter of the 2nd instant, I am directed to state, for the Marquess 
of Lanslowiie’s information, that the Scerctary of State for India in Couneil concurs 


in the course proposed by 
customs and road dues, 

Lord George Hamilton notes with satisfaction that Sir A. Tardinge has received 
assurances that no distinetion will he made either direetly or indirectly in respect. of 
the rahdari tax between goods of British and other origin, His Lordship considers 
that it should be clearly understood that this assurinee precludes differential rates or 
exemptions along one route of trade which are not extended to other routes of trade, 
It was on the understanding that no tariff distinetion should be drawn between British 
and foreign gooils that His Lordship withdrew his objection to the rahdari dues,* 
and he trusts that this condition will be maintaine 

Lord George Hamilton will also be glad fo learn what measures ean be taken to 
secure that competent and honest appraisers shall, as far as possible, be employed for 
the assessment of the ad valorem duties. ‘The importance of this was pointed out by 
vie Government of India in their letter forwarded to you with my letter of the 
19th March last. 


ge with reference to the new Persian law on 


Tam, &¢, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


* See India OfBce letter of Jenuary 13, 1901, 
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No, 181. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 22.) 


(No, 21.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 22, 1901. 

ON receipt of the telegram addressed to me on the 19th by your Lordship, I 
communicated with His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed, instructing him to be on 
the watch for any overtures which might be made to Hishmat-ul-Mulk on the part of 
Russia. 

T have received a long telegram from him informing me that, at the instigation 
of Russia, the Hishmat-ul-Mulk is at the present moment being squeezed for arrears 
of revenue by the Persian Government. Colonel Trench urges that, in order to relieve 
present pressure, authority should be sent to Captain Benn to make Hishmat a present 
of 2,000, ; if this were done by means of a barat on the bank at Meshed no notice 
would be attracted ; otherwise Major Trench entertains fears that the Russians may 
induce the Hishmat-ul-Mulk to accept pecuniary assistance from them, with the result 
that, instead of remaining a dependent of ours, he will become a dependent of 
Russia. 


No. 182. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


, Foreign Office, Muy 22, 1901. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 8th instant, 
relative to the question of the French flag in Oman, 

Lord Lansdowne has serious doubts as to the correctness of Captain Cox’ views of 
the limited nature of the protection afforded by the French flag to subjects of the 
Sultan of Muscat, as stated in his despatch of the 3rd April. 

The question will be carefully eximined, and « further communieation made on the 
subject. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘), Ht. SANDERSON 


No. 183. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 23.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd May, regarding the question of the French flag. at 
Oman. 


Tndia Office, May 28, 1901. 


Inclosure in No. 183, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Welegraphie.) India Office, May 22, 1901. 
COX'S letter No. 142, the ith April last. If you contemplate any action L pre- 
sume you will communicate with me beforehand. 


— 
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No, 184, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May 28, 1901. 
e am directed by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to transmit to you the deeypher of a telegram from His Mojesty’s Minister at 
‘Tehran relative to Seistan.” 5 i 
__ Lam to request that the Secretary of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne with 
his views on the suggestion of His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed that it would be 
advisable to make a present of 2,000/, to the Amir Hashmat-ul-Mulk, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) 'T. H, SANDERSON. 





No, 185. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 25.) 


Sir, India Office, May 25, 1901. 
T AM divested by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Tetter dated the 23rd May, inclosing a copy of Sir A. Hardinge's telegram No, 21 dated 


ge reports the receipt of a telegram from Major Chenevix Trench, 
Consul-General at Meshed, stating that Hushmat-ul-Mulk is being pressed by the Persian 
‘Goretnment to pay up arrears, al suggeting a prevent to him of 40001, It is observed 
that Sir A. Hardinge offors no opinion on the suggestion. 

Lord George Hamilton has already expressed doubts in Sir H, Walpole’s letter dated 
the 15th May as to the value of any direct arrangement with Hashmat-ul-Mulk. ‘The 
information now afforded adds weight to those vi Tt shows that the Persian 
Government has claims against Hashinat, and it may proceed at any time to remove him 
from his post whenever it is satisfied that no further advantage is to be derived from 
retaining him at Seistan is 

‘The instructions given to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran in Lord Lansdowne's 
telogram No. 15, duted the Sth May, enables Sir A, Hardinge to receive overtures from 
the Persian Government for financial help, and, if hereafter it is decided that any advance 
ig to be made to pay off arrears due from Seistan, it seems preferable to make it to the 
Persian Government and not to a local official upon whose tenure of office no reliance ean 
be placed. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 186. 


‘Sir A. Hardinye to the Murguess of Lansdotene.—(Received May 2 


(No. 57, Contidential,) 
My Lord, Tehran, Aprit 12, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to report that the Customs Administration, controlled by 
M, Nous, has experienced of late some difficulties in the south of Persia, | M. Simais, its 
local representative at Bushire, who appears to be an able and energetic, but not always 
very cautious officer, has met with considerable opposition, both from the Sheikh of 
Moloamiest ae fromthe: Daryn Seg the: Governor-General. of Basire: and of the 
nadir, 
‘The formerstill resists, on one pretext or another, the establishment of a regular Persian 
Custom-house, controlled from ‘Tehran, at Mohammerah; the latter considers his 
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nate to desist from these endeavours for the present, has complained to the Persian 
Government of the obstructive attitude of the Darya Begi, and the latter has now been 
summoned to Tebrar. As he is, from our point of view, a good Governor, though 
'M. Naus denounces him as dissolute in his private life and corrupt as an official, T have, at 
the suggestion of His Majesty's Resident at Bushire, expressed a hope, both to the Grand 
Vizier and to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that he will not be recalled, or the resigna- 
nation of his office (which he has ina fit of the sulks tendered) accepted, and they have 
assured me that no such step is intended, and that it is merely desired to impress upon 
him the necessity of assisting, instead of thwarting, the European officials of the Persian 
Customs. I shall speak to him in the same sense when he comes, as he proposes doing, 
to see me here. 

‘T had some conversation to-day with M. Naus on the subject of his troubles with the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah, and pointed out that, from what J could learn, the Sheikh's 
reluctance to hand over the control of the local customs to the Tebran Administration was 
dive less to regard for his own pecuniary interests, in respect to which he would no doubt 
receive, and had, indeed, been offered, very liberal compensation, than to fear of 
disturbances among his Arab tribesmen, who detest the Persians as Shiah heretics and 
aliens, and might rise against him, and perhaps depose or Kill him, should he betray to the 
Shah's Government the de facto autonomy which they have for many years enjoyed. [ 
dwelt on the dangers which might attend any attempt, by the Persian authorities to coerce 
the Mohammerah Arabs, who could put 20,000 men, armed with rifles, into the field, and 
the injury to trade and, pro tanto, to the customs revenue, not to speak of complications 
with the neighbouring Turkish Administration, which would probably follow a Persian 

expedition against the Sheikh, and I’ urged that every effort at a peaceable 

iment should be made before forcible measures were resorted to, 

us replied, plausibly enough, that he did not underrate these dangers, but that 

the control by bis Customs Administration of the waterway from the Shat-el-Arab into the 

Karon was, in the present financial situation of Persia, a matter almost of life and death, 

‘and he hinted plainly that the obstinacy of the Sheikh was due in no small measure to his 

belief that he could rely in the long run on the support and protection of His Mojesty’s 
Residency at Bushire, 

[assured him that there was no disposition on our part to encourage the Sheilth 
in his resistance, and promised that 1 would ask Colonel Kemball to use his influence 
to induce him to accept a fair compromise, giving him plainly to understand at the 
‘same time that he could not reckon on our active intervention on bis bebalf should he, by 
declining all terms, however generous, drive the Persian authorities to extremities 

Thope we may be able to persuade hitn to accept some reasonable arrangement, and 
I gather that both M. Naus and the Persian Government are prepared to offer him the 
very widest concessions compatible with a practical control, however in appearani 
over the customs of Mohammerab, M, Naus tas promised, on his side, that he will 
display the utmost possible moderation anid patience in his dealings with the Sheikh, but I 
cannot conceal from myself that the whole question isa very dificult and deli 
‘aud one at the same time which it is very important to settle before the establishment of 
their new Consulate-General at Bushire affords an opportunity to the Russians for fishing 

the troubled waters of the Shat-el-Arab, I shall continue to watch it very carefully, 
and Keep your Lordship fully informed ofits development. 
ave, Ken 
(Signed) ARTHUR IL, HARDINGE, 





No, 187. 
Sir A. Hordinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receivetl May 27.) 


(No. 58. Confidential.) 

My Lord, ‘Tehran, April 12, 1901. 
“IN the monthly summary of events in Persia, which I had the honor to transmit 

to your Lordship in my despatch No. 55 of the 4th instant, Mr, Young reported the 

exciten d ig Seistan by the almost simultaneous arrival at the beginning of 

Tast mi iptain Benn with an escort of fifteen, and of Captain Webb-Ware with an 

escort of twenty-five Indian laticers. 

{ was, therefore, not surprised to receive last week u message from the Persian Foreign 
Office, giving a highly exaggerated account of this ineident, and asking for explanations as 
to the presence of ally large armed force on Persian soil. 
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‘At am interview. which I had on the 9th instant with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, I 
cexpluined to his Excellency the real facts of the ease, a8 reported to me by His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Meshed, adding that Captain Webb-Ware had, according to the 
information received by me, now returned to British Baluchi: ad that the excitement 
produced by his arrival had subsided. 
___.O0 his observing that it would be better that Indian officers should ot, crass the 
Persian frontier with military escorts without previously obtaining the permission of ‘the 
Persian authorities, T called bis attention to the continned presence in the heart of 
Khorassan. at Turbat-i-Haidari and Keres of wuards, who actually 
performed quarantine and police duties on Persian territory, n red, with the formal 
sanction—but with the tacit consent—of the Persian Governmen 

The Mushir-ed-Dowleh professed entire ignorance of the presence of these Russian 
Eowyn Persian soil, and requested me to give him a Confidantial Memorandum on the 

Taccordingly sent him yesterday a Persian translation of the statement, of which I 
have the honour to inclose a copy. I showed this document to the Atabeli Azam, and 
reminded His Highness that Mr. Spring-Rice had already brought this matter to his 
notice. added that T liad no. wish to embarrass the Persian Government: by ashing it 
without insteuetions (fom your Lordship, to protest at a moment which might, perhaps, 
be, deemed inopportune, against these serious encroachments on the part of its northe 0 
neighbour, but that I could not help contrasting the apparent apathy of its authorities in 
Khorassan respecting oachments with their extreme susceptibility in regard to 
$0 comparatively insignificant an incident as the temporary presence in Seistan of small 
escort for the personal protection of an Indian political officer. 

The Atabeki Azan assured me that he had endeavoured, but so far without success, 
to verify by inquiries on the spot the assertions made to him by Mr. Spring-Rice 
regarding the presence of Russian Cossacks at Kereg and Turbat-i Haidar it the effect 
of this. assurance was somewhat weakened by his admission, made a few minutes tater, 
that he was constantly temonstreting on the subject with the Russian Legation, and. had 
received only lately a t. Petersburh that these quarantine guards should 
be withdrawn, The Russian Government had since explained that the recrudescence of 
the plague in Tndia made the immediate execution of this promise impossible, but he could 
‘assure me that lie would not lose He was wot responsible for the original 

‘upation of points in Persian territory by the Russian quarantine detachments, who had 
there when he was out of office. Nor would he, in view of his confidence in the 
's Government, have asked me for an explanation 

The 
Ministers will make an 
hor would it perhaps 
such action upon the 


juie: 
cordon of Russian Cossack 

Memorandum on the subject marked 

be ryinard or fell dele ‘vith in his office 


‘am. sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Meshed, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


eS 


Tnclosure in No. 187. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Mushir-ed-Dowteh. 


(Private and Confidential.) 
Your Excellency, Tehran, April 10, 1901. 
REFERRING to our conversation of yesterday, respectiag the alleged entry of a 
Junge British armed force into Seistan, 1 have the houour to place the following facts 
hetore your Excellency 
TW appears froma private and confidential report which 1 Have reecived. fro 
Representative of His Majesty’s Government at Meshed that on the 15th Februm 
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new British Vice-Consul in Seistan arrived there to relieve Major Trench. He had with 
fim the small guard of fieen Consular sowars, to which no objection has ever been 
taken, nor can reasonably be taken, by the Persian Government. 

‘A few days later the Political officer on the Anglo-Persian frontier, Captain Webb- 
Ware, arrived on a visit to the Consulate at Seistan to discuss certain border matters, 
He had with him, having come a long distance through a wild rough country, a large 
ve Indian sowars. It appears that the arrival of this caravan 

jce-Consul to spread all sorts of alarming and 
t, returned with his escort to India 
8s language has, { hear, now entirely 


exaggerated reports. 
and the excitement occasione 
subsided. 

‘Your Excellency observed in the course of our conversation that it would be better if 
Jndian frontier officials visiting Persia did not bring in armed escorts, of « nature to alarm 
the population, without previously obtaining the permission of the local Persian authorities. 
T pointed out to you that the last few days Russian Cossacks under officers had, not only 
aeee nto Khorassan as escorts, but were actually exercising the positions of quarantine 
igvards, not indeed with the formal permission, but with the apparent ta it nequiescence of 
the Persian Government, and that, $0 long. as this state of things 1 could not see 
how the Persian Government could fairly object to British Indian officers entering the same 
province, when required by their duties, with small escorts for their personal protection, 
Whatever rights are exercised by Russia in the Province of Khorassan are obviously 
cqually exercisable there by the Government of India, although out of friendship for 
Phrsia, we might not in practice push our claim to exercise them so far. 

‘Your Excelteney informed me that you had no knowledge of the presenes of Russian 

ks for quarantine or other purposes in the inteior of Korassan, and you asked We 

@ you details on this subject. 1 have now the honour to comply with your 
request. 

Th Febroary 1807 the Russian Consul-General at Meshod informed the local 
authorities in Khorasan that, unless the Persian Government took efficient steps to 
event the spread into that province of the plague, then alleged to exist ab Ierat, nd 

Nndahar, Russian troops to the number of 120 would be sent there to do. so. This 
threat, Tam assured, was carried out, notwithstanding the protest of the British Charge 
TAthires here, Mr. Hardinge, to the Persian Government, After some time, jy May 

the greater purt of the troops were withdrawn to Russia on the arrival to, relieve 
thet of a force of Persian Cossacks, who wete placed under the orders of local Russian 
Uficers and were practically a Russian force. As an instance of this, L may mention that 
then the Persian local officials ordered the opening of the Meshed-Herat road, the 
Toni officer commanding the Persian Cossacks refused to take any orders except, from 
the Russian Consulate-General. Colonel Yate, at that tiine representing the British Govern: 
veut at Meshed, reported that “the Persian authorities wero powerless, fom the 
Gontenor-General downwards,” and that: the so-called Persian, Cossacks were under the 
celts not of the Persian Goveroment bot of the Russian Legation.” I could give many 

ails, should your Excellency desire it, in support of this assertion, 

Ty the course of last autumn His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed visited most 
of the Russian quarantine ports established in Persian territory between urshiz and the 
Perso-Afghan frontier. a 

‘Laacing. out the posts held by Persian Cossacks under the orders of Russian officers 
ot ie Persan, but in Russian service, of which there are several, he found ut: Purhatt 
Hiaideri and. Kereg, both in the heart of Persian Khorassan, the following Russian 
forces :— 

Parvati Haidari (about 100 miles south of Meshed). 

an Russian officer in command of the entire line of quarantine posts. Two Russian 
doctors, Fourteen ‘Russian soldiers (ten Cossacks, four regulars), and five Persian 
fguards under the orders of the Russian Commander, 

‘Kerez (south-east of Turbati Haidari on Herat border). 

Bert avesian officer, two Russian doctors, one Persian Cossack officer) and five 
euards under the command of the Russian officer, and twelve, regular Rossian 
guards unvetan told that barracks are being erected on Persian soll by the Russian 
soldieties for the accommodation of the Russian guards who, be it remarked, aro not 
merely temporary escorts, but perform permanent police functions in Khorassan. 

Nin, Shing Rice reported last winter to Lord Lansdowne that he had brought this 
state of thinas to the kaowledge of His Highness the Atabeki-Azam, Tt has Tong, been 
potorious throughout Khorassan. 

ous throw sihxious that your Excellency should not misunderstand me, I five no 
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institions trom my Gov croment to protest agaist the presence of those Russian soldiers 
a Iy gains! e exercise of police functions in the heart of a Persia 
province. Nor have I any. desire, in the absence of sach instruction, neat 
sible enirrassments toa friendly Power by suggesting that the Per an Government 
ould demond their withdrawal so long as it does not ite regard their exercise of 
Adiuinitrative authority on, Persian sil inconsistent with its own dignity ad inde pene 
ee i es, Tam informed by your Excellency that objections are a eratiel to 
fhe arial and presence for few doys on Persian teitory of a small British personal 
scot in atendance on one of our Taian fone fies fel bound to eal BUS 
the very diferent attitude whch the authors in Khorasan appear to bare diplaed 

vi i encroachments an the p ersin’s 1 cig! ad 
claim absolute equality of treatment, ARE erate Reians yer Bento eS 

T have, Xe. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 188. 


Sir A. Hordinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne—(Received May 27.) 


(No, 59) 
iy Lord, 

; f Tehran, April 2, 1 
atti HAVE the honour to report; with references to my es poche a of the ith 
timo, that T have just returned fom a visit to Sultanabnd, wished inter alia 
aeeviain how far he work of the Inperial Bank of Bor ‘onthe Rust Sullanabat 

I, would justify me. resi 0 Persi Gove) en low it 
ae dunity 9 ln reaneg the Peis Goversment to allow 11. ley tl 
_ rom Kum to Sultanabad is a distance of about 90 miles. ‘The 
i the ih aid platen of Cesta Pri, Guldatouealilaree ee eevesante ta 

¢ where water is-to be found. The bank's so-called road is me 
halve fac improve ey and hw by edges over tens ad Samoa) 
into something like the appearanc TIAN qa ennecoenies Rene 
cane earavans In places, however, it sve eae aes 
the ister of Public Works (Mohundis el Mamalil clled ove 
Sut ME Dnt Who anger thane babaliohsthe tails ee dayretice aa 
Aud T disoussed its condition with him at Sultanabad. Its Excellency was cleasly of 
pinion that tho work done since bis last inspection was not sullen to justify tho 
nrsiant Government in authorizing the bank to levy tolls upon if aud T ann incl 
fo agi with him up to weexain pont. ink smal oH might aity be levied 
upon cartages aud ent whic However, are very few" in number—too fe nde 
a are ae bstantini profits, but that an expend 
ilved pounds more on improvements would be necessary by 
HAS Sir atari ama ales oat 
<.,_ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR HL. ILARDINGE. 





No. 189. 


Sir A. Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 27.) 


(No. 60.) 
My Loni, 

T HAVE the honour ¢ 
T recently sounded the Ker 
Aystem in [Shorassan yvith one 
Nastabad. 

Mho Mishir-ed-Dowlel informed me yestenlay that the new Minis 
Moinail-Mfulk, nd culled for a report from the Ca Aa ae 
‘on this proposal, to which, his Excellency observed, he himself was in prinelple 


Tehran, April 26, 1901. 
port that, at the suggestion of the Goremnment of India 
Government as to its willingness to connect its postal 
own in Beluchistan, and to establish a post office at 


Luishir-ed-Dowlch mentioned at the e time inci tally Pe 
ii piealitendiog ise legen iesues 
__ Thare, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





169 


No. 190. 
Sir A. Hardinge (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received May 27.) 


(No. 62.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 26, 1901. 


WAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of Major Trench’s last Seistan 
dinry,* written just before his departure for Meshed. 
"Dhis report raises the questions for decision :— 


1. The settlement of the Perso-Afghan frontier to the north-east of Seisten where its 
physical features have been altered by natural eauses. 


2, The grant of a decoration to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, 


3, Assistance to that Chief to purchase the ‘“Kholesa’” or crown lands of the 
Persian Government in Seistan. 


1, Your Lordship will observe that Major ‘Trench appears to have dealt: satis 
factorily with the local Pergo-Afghan frontier dispute and to have effected » working 
temporary arrangement. ‘This arrangement may be rendered permanent by instructions 
being sent to Captain Benn to ascertain, which he can_casily do, the exact point at 
Rich the Goldsmid frontier erossed the piece of water which has now dried up, and to 
rect a pillar or other mark on the spot, Both parties ask for nothing, more, and the 
Kfchans admit that their own encroachments are morely caused by violations of the 
Hitherto recognized line on the part of the Scistanis. T.do not think that a mere local 
cattlement of this nature would be inconsistent with the general decision of the Govern. 
see of India to avoid under present circumstances any attempt at delimiting the 
Pono-Afshan boundary in the Helmund region, whilst it would probably atrengtlien 
Captain Benn’s position and influence as a political officer in Seistan, I hope therefore 
that the proposal may be approved. 

2. Te appears to me very desirable that the Hashmat-al-Mulk should receive, the 
decoration, for which he is evidently anxious. {am aware that Lord Salisbury has been 
‘opposed in principle, ever since the fall of the Zi , to the’ policy of 
caxtavouring to extend our influence in this country by decorating native personages 
Gino had rendered, or were thought likely to render, political services to the British 
Government, on the ground that such a mark of our favour ended as often as uot in the 
Aisgrace of the reeipiont, ‘The ense of the Hashmat-ul-Mulk is honover very different 
from that of the ordinary Persian Prince or politician, as he is a hereditary Ohief whom 
the central Government has not much means of coercing, who has himself, T imagine, 
pot much either to hope or fear from Tehran, and whose co-operation with us may be 
Of great assistance in developing the Nushki-Seistan route. We are moreover in 
postion to aiford him pretty effective support should an attempt be made by the Russian 
Toremmment tw depose him, merely because he has shown bimgelf our friend. 1 would 
therefore respectfully suggest that his case should be considered on its own merits as 
special one without referenee to the general principles governing the grant of decorations 
to Persian Chiefs. 

3 Ever since the last decade of the reign of the Nast-ed-Din Shab, the Persian 
Government has steadily endeavoured to. sell to private landowners or speculators 
land its “Kholesa ” or crown lands, which brought it in very little revenuc, ‘The 
idea of our acquisition of these lands in the name of or on belialf of the Hashmat-ul- 
Mulk is of course atsurd, but I am not sure that we might not advantageously 
Advance money to him for the purpose of enabling him to acquire them for himself, 
‘On this point, however, L propose to consult Major ‘Trench. 

T fecl some hesitation in expressing any opinion about Scistan affairs, with the 
amerely secondhand information respecting them in miy possession aud uy, prosent ght 
Knowledge of all Persian questions. But the reports { have received dispose me to 
believe that His Majesty's Goverment has had in Major Trench a most valuable and 
tnengetie officer on the Seistan border, and that his efforts live greatly contributed to 
{he staintenance of British influence and prestige in that important portion of the 
Persian dominions, 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) | ARTHUR Hl. HARDINGE, 





© Already printed. 
2X 
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No. 191, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne (Received May 27 
(No, 66,) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 27, 1901. 

{ HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 45 of the 27th 
ultimo, that T received from Mr, Barker on the 6th instant the heads of the proposed 
Convention respecting the Kerman—Baluchistan telegraph line, which had been sent to 
him for communication to me by Mr. Finch. 

T accordingly arranged that he should meet the Minister of ‘Telegraphs (the Moukber- 
ed-Dowleh) at His Majesty’s Legation, with a view to a discussion on those lines. At 
our nieeting I explained to his Excellency the exact nature of the proposals which were 
contemplated, of which he expressed his entire personal approval, though he could not, of 
course, he added, answer for his colleagues in the Persian Government. [ then embodied 
these proposals, for convenience of reference and as a basis for further discussion, in a 
rough draft Agreement, which I have the honour to inclose herewith, and of which I gave 
one copy to the Moukber-ed-Dowleh and another a few days later to the Atabeki Azam, 
explaining to both Ministers that this document must not be regarded as a draft Convens 
tion proposed by His Majesty's Government, but merely as representing my own view of 
the general lines which were. suggested for the consideration of the Persian Government, 
‘The Atabegi Azam, on my handing him this draft, said he woutd ive me a reply 
as possible, 

J asked His Highness yesterday if he was now in a position to do ao. He said he 
had shown my draft to the Shai, and that His Majesty thought I had not quite appre 
ciated the grounds of his objections to our original proposals, and wished some further 
alterations to be made. 

‘On my asking for explanations respecting them, the Atabegi Azam observed that the 
Shah had taken exception to the expression in Article 7, ‘repayment by the Persian 
Government of the debt,” which might appear as if Persia had contracted ‘a debt to. His 
Majesty's Government in violation of her recent loan engagements with Russia, 1 said 
1 presumed His Highness had explained that the engagements did not preclude the Persian 

yy purchases outside Russia, and 


aS soon 


Government from incurring debts on account of ordinary 
that the Russians could not possibly object to its doing so. His Highness protested with, I 


thought, somewhat unnecessary vehemence, that the Russians had 
nor been consulted, in connection with these proposals, and he was evidentlyanxiovs to remove 
any impression or sugpicion to that effet rom my tind. He boeged soe not te suppose 
that the Persian Government wished to delay or evade the conclusion of this proposed 
Agreement with us. ‘The Shah only desired certain changes in its wording, whlich were 
formal rather that material, and which could easily be effected without altering its general 
sviise, 

T observed that, if he would put down on paper the amendments or modifications 
‘hich His Imperial, Majesty proposed, we should be able to judge how fur the British 
Government on its side could adopt. them, and he promised to let me hive their proposals 
in writing as soon as the Mohurrem holidays were over. 

T may be wrong, but I cannot resist the conviction that, for reasons of his own, 
perhaps, from a fear of displeasing Russia, the Atabesi Azam’ would be glad that the 
hexotiations for the Convention should fall through, His attitude on this question will be 


ther raised objections 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 
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No, 192, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 27.) 


or Seaton Tehran, April 20, 1901. 
* | HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a Memorandum by His Majesty's 
Consil-General at Tspan of an iterview withthe Zi-e-Sultn, at whieh His Imperial 
Highness expressed himself with great frankuess on the growth of Russian influence an 
the decline of that of Great Britain in Southern Persi : 
Thave no knowledge as to the alleged intention of the Persian Government to increase 
the Cussack Brigade or the number of Russian officers in it; but, there ean be no doubt 
that the existence of this force is the strongest weapon in Russin’s armoury, and that its 


Ohina and her Siberian Railway complete, she will take no aetive measures in. Persia, and 
Siesta tenet tp maintaining the influence she has already acquired over the Shab’ 
Government aud slowly extending it by inereasing her agencies and native cliente all over 
the country, but that ina year ars, when ber position js consolidated she will once more 
tura her attention to this part of Asia aud endeavour to curry out the slimes for which 
she is now preparing the ground, of a railway to, and a Russian port on, the Persian 
eek Ihave, &e. ne 
(Signed) ’ ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No, 192, 


Report of a Conversation with His Royal Highness the Zil-es-Sullan at Baghilao on 
April 18, 1901. 


‘oyal Highness started by saying 
It ane berate doubt that the Russians are working very hard against you in 
We used to think that they would be content to take the north and leave you the 

but now they show these das tobe false, and are working to gin the south alo, 

is largely due to your having held your hands and, owing to this ‘Transvaal war, let 
See an ne einen topping them? fet me know. I 
and take such measures to secure 


been friendly with the Russians, ani! have been considered one of them ; now you are 
sing to a place where you come in eottact with the English, How are you going to act? 
fre ead, “As the Shah and Sadr Azam are bound to the Russians, and their policy is a 
Russian policy, I shall act on the same lines, ‘There is no reason for me to chang 
You Enalish now have practically no friends in Persia, Persians see that you have 
tos intrest in the country and bave become slack in your poles, and, naturally, they 
-e you. ‘They are like sheep, and will follow their leaders, 
rear Fiabe weiner, wos: Reason, eagiteart passe througtiere, (Ons told me that 
they bad a Concession from the Sadr Azam to build railways in the south of Persiay und 
that one a8 ine from Julfa to Tabreez through Hamadan to Tspahan, and vit Shue 
bas or Bushire, He was then going to survey the country 
ee ia ienan ay ae eae te apie te Raseae Colonel of Cossacks a Sirdar, 
enlarge the Cossack Brigade, and, also, there is soe idea of getting w number of Russian 
ficers, with non-commissioned officers, to instruct the Persian troops, 44 
eer Do not inagine that at the death of this Shah things will pass off in the same quiet 
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sway a6 at my father’s death. If not at once, in six months, or in a short time, th 
: m th. If . oF in a short time, the country 
will all be in an uproar. ‘The Valiabd is a poor weak thing, without any idess of eee 
ment, People are disgusted with the present state of affairs, and the big Mullahs in 
Ychran, and everywhere else, together with the Notables who ot in immediate 
attendance on the Shah, and do not belong to the parties of the Amin-es-Sultan or the 
Hekia- ol Mali are all equally discontented and ripe fora sage. 

"In face of such contingencies, it is for you to. consider what your policy ist 
and, 1 said at fet, Tstall be glad to be advised of ele eay 
(Signed) J. R. PREECE. 




















No. 193. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


(Xo, 08) 

y Lord, Tehran, Aprit 80, 1901, 
HAVING heard privately from Busbire that M. Simais, who proposes going on leave 
shortly, intended purchasing & couple of gunboats for the Persian Government, I asked 
M. Naus if the romour were true, and if so what steps were being taken with this 


(Received May 27.) 





M. Naus said that he wished to have two small boats—the expression gun-| 
(“canonnidres”) which I had used was, he observed, rather A eae Aare 
of which a gun could be mounted, to patrol the Persian Gulf for the purpose of supporting 
the authority of the Customs Administration, and conveying its officers rapidly from port 
to port. He did not want to pay more than about 4,000, for each, and he had not yet 
decided where he should procure thom, whether in Europe or at Bombay. He also wished 
to purchase a launch, or perhaps two launches, to be attached to each of these vessels. 

Tu reply to.a further question he replied that the erews would be native (i.e. Lascars 
or Atabs), but that his idea was to get European captains of Danish, Swedish, or Norwe= 

n nationality. ‘The captains of most of the vessels composing the flotilla of the Congo 














Bree Sato wore suplil by the merchant navy of the Scandinavian Kingdoms, who were 
found in practice to. P 2 


be exeellent and very inexpensive officers. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 











No. 194, 








Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received’ May 27.) 





hs 70.) 
fy Lord, Tehran, April 30, 1901. 
__L{TAVE the honour to transmit herewith a eopy of a despatch Wbiob TE have received 
from His Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan respecting. the two Bakhtiarl Chiets 
Sirdar Arua (Ieendhiat Khan), and the Sipucdar who are stated to have been ordered to 
‘eran, 
1 ‘shall take an early oppor 
Amm. 








nity of discussing this matter with the Atabeg-i- 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 








Inclosure in No. 194. 





Consul-General Preece to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 14.) 
Sire Ispohan, April 21, 1901. 
JN course of conversation with the Secretary of the Russian Consulate a few days 
hie informed me that the two Bakbtiae! Chiels, Siar Assad (Isfendhiar Khan), and 
tHe'Sipurdar (late Chaab es Sultaneh), hiad been ordered to ‘Tebran. ‘This was a great 
surprise to ine, being the first intimation I bave lad of any such intention. It is probably 
hut a preliminary to ousting them from the Governorship of the tribes. a 
Tiknew that certain fimily intrigues were going on in their country but as these Chiefs 
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are all away towards Ram Hormuz it is very diffielt to get any, reliable inform 
Tezarding them. It is now some years that the affairs of the Bukhtiris have been in the 
hands of these two Chiefs, an was with them that our agreement regarding the Ahwaz- 
Tepahan road was made,” ‘They have always shown us the most lively and consistent 
friendship. 

These chief enemies are their uncle, Reja Ruli Khan, the late Bel Beggi, and his son 
the Zerehames Sultaneh. ‘They bave made many endeavours to get the Govenorship 
{ato thetr hands once again and now, I hear, Reju Ruli Khan is ready to pay any money 
that may be necessary. 

{With regaed to the Bakhtiars please sec my Seoret despatch of 1895 to Bir Mortimer 
Durand. Printed Asia, 2439, the 17th January, 1896.) 

T have knowledge that these persons aro in intimate relations) with my Russian 
colleague, and it would not be a matter of surprise if the Russian Legation is induced fo 
cota eae’ mon eause with them and promote their claims with the Sadr Azam and get the 
ri cof the tribes again put in their hands, Should such an intrigue be successful, 1 


fear it would prove very disastrous to our Ahwaz-Ispahan road, 
T have, &e 
(Gigned) | FR, PREECE, 


























No. 195. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lunsdowne—(Received May 


(No. 72) 

My Lord, ‘Teliran, May 2, 1901, 

VTHAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual Monthly Summary of recent 

events in Pers 
Fane Lordship will observe, with reference to recent correspondence, that the Russian 


quarantine guards in Khorassan have been slightly reduced, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signet) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


—___{_—__—_ 











Inclosure in No, 195. 
Monthly Summary. 


1. Hennebisq, the now Belgian Logal Adviser to the Persian Foreign Otice, 
th two other Belgian officials, M. van Weteren for the 





‘Tehran. 
has arrived here in company 
Dep 





nent of Posts, and another for the Finances. 
A body of about 100 ‘Tehran soldiers went into * bast" recentl 







thoy had re 
ingleaders throw 


no 
into 


rs, Some were bastinadoed and the 





pay for the last two ye 
gaol, 

Resht 
amicably: that district has now been 
province. 

"Tho Governor-General of Ghilan is showing 
streets in Resht and carriage roads in the prov He is in. other respects 
reputation as approgressive and beneficent Governor ‘Fhe appointwent of 
MI Pakhitenow, the Russian Consul here, to be Russian Consul-General at Bushir 
aM Haned.. Me, Churchill's Report for 1900 has been received. He states that he 
cons been a very good one—even a record one—for Ghilan, owing to the large iner 
yetratle in general and of the production of rice and sik cocoons in particular ; 

Tepalin. Hi Imperial Highness. the, Shoa-es-Sullanch, on his way to take up li 
Goverdsessip of Fars, passed trough ere on the Slat March, Iie eraated & Hify 
ee eerepie impression on all who came in contact with him. | In Jali be vise! the 
favourable ‘eRiholie, and Protestant schools, and sent 400 tomans to be distrivuted 
among them. e 

Eat ition of the internal customs and the imposition of the uniform duty, has not 
made uch impression in Ispabay, owing to'tive retention of certain local duties on opium, 
tobacco, fruit, chareoal, sheep, Se. 

ora Lat the Teussian steamer at Busbire has not affected the market of Ispalian, 
Tarinted goods brought by the vessel are too expensive for this market, and 
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in repairing and construct 
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No. 201. 













he can only accept, in so far as Russian subjects are concerned, the “rahdari”* imposed 
by the lay of the 9th Zulhedjeh, on the understanding that its present amount shall 
not be increased at any future time without the consent of the Russian Government, and 
thal no other payments, direct or indirect, are exacted from the muleteers by the local 
Governors on account of the transport of Russion goods. ‘The Governors, he tells me, 
have already begun to devise ingenious methods of making up for the loss of income 
entailed on them by the suppression of the inland custom-houses and octrois. ‘Thus one 
of the Caspian Coast Administrators has instituted a“ transport permit,” without which no 
muleteer or camelman may undertake the transport of goods, and on the issue of this 
document he charges a‘ personal commission” for himself, the amount of which is, if 
‘anything, in excess of the inland Custom dues recently abolished. M. Argyropoulo 
also considers that “rahdari” should not be levied on goods which are Janded at a 
port which is their ultimate destination, and are not sent into the interior at all, He 
js going to write officially in this sense to the Persian Government in the course of the 
vext few days, though he has not as yet received any official notification of the issue of 
the new law, and ling merely, like myself, discussed it informally with M. Naus, 

T propose waiting myself till Lreceive the official cireular which the Persian Govern 
nent is, Lam informed, about to send on this subject to the Legation, and then to add 
to the reservations, which your Lordship has already instructed me to make on the 
subject, n request to he informed of any modifications which may have been made in 
the law in doference to the suggestions of any other Government, so that our 
merchants may be able to claim their benefit under our most-favoured-nation 
treatment clause. 

‘Now that the internal custom-houses are abolished, the Persian Government, as 
L anticipated, is about to nogotiate with Russia for a revision of the [Ira Article of th 
‘Preaty of ‘Parcomanchai and the substitution of a regular “specific” tariff for the 
present ad valorem duties. 

‘An official {rom St. Petersburgh, M. Goluboff, has come out to advise M. Argyropoulo, 
wo the Inttor informs me in confidence on the subject, and negotiations are likely to 
commence almost immediately, 











India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 28.) 





THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 28th May, and a letter from the Political Resident, 
‘Aden, to the Government of Bombay, dated the 11th May, respecting the fort at 
‘Ad Dareja. 


India Office, May 28, 1901. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 201. 
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Brigadicr=General Molyneuz to Government of Bombay. 





Sir, Aden Residency, May V1, 1901. 
WITH reference to your cypher telegrams of the 16th, 19th, and 28th ultimo, 
and in continuation of my telegram of the 7th instant, I have the honour to inform 
mu that a trastworthy messenger was sent from here to obtain information regarding 
the Turkish troops in the neighbourhood of the Haushabi territory, and the present 
position at Ad Dareja, 
2, The messenger returned here on the Ist instant, and reports as follows -— 
(1) As to the number and distribution of the troops— 



















































At Taix (88 miles west of Ad Dare + 


L have, &e, west of Taiz) 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 






the d 3 Ba 
7 ifferent depdts to protect Customs officials (at least at each place) 


Sana (nest) 













No, 200, 30,000 







































‘There has boen no recent reinforcement of Turkish troops in the neighbourhood 
Haushabi territory, ‘The large force collected at Sima is said to be owing toa 
officer and tyro soldiers having been killed and 20,000 dollars Turkish revenue 
Deon looted by some men of the A. tribe Vetweon Hodeida and. Zabid 
News Report, copy of which wa ded to you nnder this oflice indorse- 
dential, of the Srd inttont), 

(2) Ax regards the present position at Ad Darg) 
two of Matiomed Nas nd the wife of one of th 
(fortiet) on the “1 ultimo, but two or three days later a man of the Amur tribe 
Which is under the Haushabi, fired at two of Mahomed Nusir’s men, killing one of 

‘and wounding the other, hy himself being wounded in turn by one of Mahomed 
‘Owing to this incident on the 27th ultimo Mahouied Nasir sont five 
fortlet, but after a few days they were withdrawn, and now 
only two men are living in it (armed), 

* 5, It is reported that Mahomed 

certain districts, includ 
, having refiased to pay 
the Turks refused he returned to 


Admiralty to Foreign Office. 





(Received May 28.) 











(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, May 28, 1901. 

TAM commanded by my Lonls Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Atlairs, deoypher of a te 
dated the 28th instant, from fhe Commander-in fon the East Indies 
relative to the state of aflairs at Koweit, 

‘A copy has also been sent to the India Office, 

Lan, &e 
(s 


ane) 






























reports, that 
ig inthe house 
















yAN MACGREGOR, 























Inclosure in No, 200. Nasir has undertaken ty collect land revenue for 


‘The people of the latter district, 




























axes to him he went to Taiz to obtain assistance from 


Rear-Admiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 








Mahomed Nasir 





Mow 

























(Tolestaphie.) Colombo, May 28, 1901. is everywhere by his followers, who number He ist present 
YOUR No. 46. in the favour of the Tarks, as he makes them believe that he is disanuing certain 
“Maritiion” is at Bushire. “Sphinx” is at Koweit. Sheikh, escorting Vali in districts, This ho does by purchasing x few rifles, which he sends to the Turkish 

his it to Fao, has not yet returned. authorities, representing that he has confiscated them. 








Qossack” expected to wfrive at Bushire from Museat to-day. 
Political Agent and Sultan have returned to Museat on hoard * Assaye.” 
“Tyfernet ” (French), left Sir 20th May, now here. 


6. ‘The foreé mentioned in this office telegram of the 2 xl March last, would, I 
consider, be adequate to support the Haushabi Sultan, provided that there was no 
interfurenee on the part of the Turks. On the other | should the Turks oppos 
‘small force would not saitice, and would probably have to retire with 

20 
























top ih 
infanty, 

10¢ mre fantey. 
1 company s4ppare 
ad inert 

‘The Aden troop 

2 gunn. 
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consequent, Joss of prestige. In the event of Goveroment deciding to send an expe- 
dition the force, as per margin, could move from Aden within a week of receiving the 
order. This period is required to collect transport and arrange for supplies in the 
interior, which cannot be undertaken until the actual order for movement is giver 
The fict of transport and supplies being collected would therefore give about a week’ 
notice that an expedition was in There would be some difficulty in the 
transport of a good supply of drinking water for the Europeans, particularly in the 
hot season. o 

wieg yim bivpating e furtes nota on the: general expect of the whols- question, 
which, however, needs further consideration and amplification, and will not b 2a 
catch this week's mail. : aid 

8, T would state briefly that the position of affairs per se, and independent of our 
political relations with the Turks, does not appear to me to call for urgen the 
matter of military operations. I would depreeate any movement of troo} 
Loss of life would probably be the result 
1 for the unnecess 


ly by diploma 

y rate, no military 0 
which im unaware whieh 
large force of 

i ion by 


r the present ab 
reasons of 


ity of creating 
ish frontier, 
T beg to request 
ng thie expedition 
T would also ask for 
orders for the destruction of the fortlet, and whut: the attitude of the Porte is i 
to be should the British take action for its demolit pe Uy 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) G, H. MORE MOLYNEUX, 
Brigadier-Generul, Political Resident. 


(Confidential.) 
‘True copy forwarded, with compliments, to the 
Department, Ridia Office, London, for information, 
(Signed) G. H. MORE MOLYNEUX, 
Briyadier-General, Political Resident, 


Aden Residency, May 11, 1901. 
scrotary, Political and Secret 


Inclosure 2 in No. 201, 
Government of India to Lori G. Hamilton, 


May 28, 1901. 


(Telegraphic) 


‘OUR telegram of 14th May. Ad Dareja, 
Pleago soc Aden Resident's letter, of the 11th May, of which he sent you a 
copy in telegram of the 20th May, Resident suggests Haushabi be ordered to destroy 
the house, with promise of our support later on in event of reprisals by Mohamed 
Nasit, [propose to agree, Do you approve? 
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negotiations with the Persian Government for the construction of a telegraph line from 
Kashan to the Baluchistan frontier. 

Tam to request that the Secretary of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne 
with his views as to the instructions which should be sent to Sic A. Hardinge in regard 
to this matter. 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) Il, SANDERSON, 





No. 203. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received May 29.) 


Sir, India Office, May 28, 1901. 

TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter dated the 17th May, and to state that Lord Geonge Hamilton would be glad 
TE the Marquess of Lansdowne could take an carly opportunity of inquiring of the 
French Ambassador whothicr MI, Goguyer is an official of the French Government, 1 
am to inclose a copy of a telegram, dated the 28th May, sont to the Viceroy of India 
on this subject, 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Tnclosure in No. 203, 
Lord G. Hamilton to the Government of India. 


(elegraphie.) India Ofice, May 28, 1901. 
CAPTAIN CON’S letter to your Secretary 5th April. 
Lord Lansdowne depreeates discussion between the Sultan and the French Consul 
rogarding the status of M. Goguyer. Inquiries as to this will be made here, and the 
result reported. 





No, 204. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received May 2 


(No. 23.) 
(Telegrapbie.) P. Teron, May 29, 1901, 

TMIE Viceroy has heard that two mezchants of Meshed are conducting negoting 
tions with a view to purchasing the Seistan Crown Lands, and urges that they should 
bo outbid. 

T have telegraphed to his Lordship in the following sens 

Seistan ands cannot be acquired directly; the suspicions of the Shah would 
certainly be aroused if an offer were made to do so at present. For reasons, of wh 
‘ou are doubtless cognizant, His Majesty's Government, consider that the proposal to 
make use of Hashmat to secure them is not a feasible one. If I were to receive 
‘authority, Teould ask the Persian Government to promise, as a mark of thelr friend 
Ship for Tlis Majesty's Government, to give us notice before alienating them, Tn this 
way, we should prevent the springing of a surprise upon us. 





No, 202 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


ister at Tehran, [am direoted by the Marque 


f Lansdowne to tr 
copy of a despatch whieh be has received 


A. Hasdings oat 


No. 205, 
Viscount Cromer (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receiveid May 29.) 


(No. 49.) 

(elegraphic.) P. Cairo, May 29, 1901, 
THERE is no truth whatever in the report communicated to me in your 

Lordship's telegram No. 25, 
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No. 206, 
Tie Marquess of Lansdowne to Viscount Cromer. 


(No. 26.) 
(Telographie.) P, Foreign Office, May 29, 1901. 
T HAVE been informed by the Yurkish Ambassador that the Sultan lias heard 
that-a large sum of money has heen sent by the Khedive to Ali Sevar in the Yemen 
md that an English vessel is carrying to the same destination eight cannon with 
other arms and ammunition from Egypt. 
‘The Sultan, who docs not appear to altogether believe in the truth of this report, 
is cortain that His Majesty's Government would not allow insurgents in his own 
dominions to receive arnis from Bayptinn ports. 


T shall be glad if you will make inquiries as to the truth of these reports though 
I presume they are without foundation, 





No, 207. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 1.) 


Sin, India Office, May $1, 1901 
TAM desired by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th May, inclosing a despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople, relative to a report that a German banker was endeavouring to obtain 

ion from the Ottoman Government for the pearl fisheries in the Persian 


In reply, 1 am directed to aequaint you that his Lordship coneurs in the Marquess 
of Lansdowne’s proposal to approve the language which Sir N. O’Conor held to the 
"Dutkish Ministes for Foreign AMfary on the aubjeet, as reported by his Excellency, 


am, 
(Signed) NORACE WALPOLE. 


No. 208, 
Inperiat Bank of Persia to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received June 1.) 


My Lowd, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, May 31, 1901. 
ON ‘nore than one occasion the Directors of the Imperial Bank of Persia have 
addressed the Foreign Office on the subject of the construction of a cart-road from the 
capital of Persii to the Karun, the Concession for which was granted to the In 
by the lite Shab in 1890, Nelieving that the time fias come when this 
inuy he prosecuted with adv Hey would desire to 
Liotdstip and solicit your enlightened nstistance and sapport to a sch 
closely concerned with British interests and the development of English trade with Persia. 
Jt will ho within your Lordship's recollection that the Imperial Bank endeavoured 
on the work of road construction till it should find parties able and ell 
# the burthens but in the absence of any subsidy or guarantee from th 
Britisl ov Persian Goyeentments it was iinpossth ie hecessary capital in. the 
London tiarket, and the Bayk felt itself reluctantly compelled to relinquish a work to 
‘high its constitution was opposed, and for whieh it possessed tio special qualifi- 
cations. 
3. Since that time the seheme has been in abeyance. ‘Phe work actually accomplishe 
Wy the Tiperial Bank between "elvan and Kow is still in the occupation of the Bank, ax 
we are now awaiting the orders of the Persian 
Vetnecr Kom and Sultsnatiad, Wut the Board hss deeided that it 
anpto Bank tuads outlie vond, the repairs of whieh are e 
which, ater paymetit of staif aud maintenanee, shaw a con 
1. The portion of the road already constructed, although useful for local traffic, is of 
snnall heuefit (0 British commerce, which tequites an extension to the Karan ports, the 
surveys of which were made in 1891 by Me. Mexunler MacQueen, C.E., on behalf of the 
Bank. Without the assistance ’ at, either by way of guarantee 
or subsidy, we do not believe that this extension can be carried out. ‘The Russian 


pedient to sp 
ed out from the toll re 
derable net profit. 


No, 207" 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 1.) 


TIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 

Seorstey of slate for Eouign AMfairs, and, Hy aivetion of ‘Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Scoretary. of State, copy of two 
telegrams from the Vieoroy, dated the 12th and 31st May, regarding Scistan, 


India Office, June 1, 1901. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 207". 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telographie. May 12, 1901. 

: BUM telegram of 28th April, Hardinge’s telegrams to Foreign Office of 7th and 
Oth May. In event of any negotiations with Hashmat-ul-Mulk: falling through, 
might it not be desirable to offer loan to Persia Government, upon security of 
Seistan revenue, through Imperial Bank ? ‘This would not be barred by conditions of 
Russian Loan of 30th January, 1900. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 207%. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamitton. 


(Tetegraphie.) F May 31, 1901. 
FOLLOWING telegram sent to Minister at ‘Tehran to-day:—M Your telegram 
of 29th May. I have no other suggestion to make regarding acquisition of Scistan 
Crown lands, for Ealso doubt advisability of advancing to Hashmat-ul-Mulk money 
for their purchase, Sceret arrangements with him would give us no control in Seistan 
‘What we require is recognition by Persian Government of our predominant interes 
that country. 1 therefore think intimation referred to in your telogram of 7th 1 
nov, with approval of Foreign Office, be made to Persian Government, T also 
wonder we should seize any opportunity «forded by Persin’s pecuniary dificultis to 
offer loan on security of Seistan revenue, as suggested in my telegram of 12th. 
Further, having clearly asserted our superior interest in Seistan, T think we might, if 
necessary, s0 far befriend Hashmat-ul-Mulk as to intimate, on similar grounds, that 
his removal from Governorship would be viewed by us with most serious disfavour, 
‘A mero promise by Persian Government not to alienate land without notice to, us 
vould imply that alienation to Russia is possible; a contingency whieh we could not 
accept ‘ 
P1686] 2us 
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Government, as your Lordship is aware, is making strenuous efforts to monopolize the 
Persian trade, and has spent very large sums of money on road construction in the 
northern districts of the country. A French Syndicate is now proposing to work a Con- 
cession for automobile transport throughout Persia, and unless the rights secured to the 
English on the most important line from the capital to the Gulf are utilized, we cannot 
Dut fear that the future of British commerce in Persia will be seriously jeopardized. 

5, ‘The Directors of the Imperial Bank do not on this occasion desire to lay before 
your Lordship in full detail any specific scheme for your favourable consideration. | ‘They 
Would respectfully solicit your Lordship to obtain from His Majesty’s Minister in Tehran 
an opinion as to the most practicable way of utilizing the Concession, and rendering such 
assistance as will enable British commerce to hold its own against the State-aided compe- 
tition of other countries. If a guarantee be held undesirable, an annual subsidy of 12,0001. 
for a term of years wonld probably suffice to obtain the necessary funds in the London 
market, with a reasonable prospect of a return of the whole sum so advanced. 

G. A deputation of the Board of the Imperial Bank, consisting of General Sir Thomas 
Gordon an@ myself, are ready to discuss the question, should your Lordship desire it, 
with any officials of the Foreign Office, and endeavour to discover some means of utili 
4 Concession which promises, more than any other, to progure for British commerce in 
Persia great and lasting advanta 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairmon. 





No. 209. 


Sin A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 1.) 


(No, 25.) 
(Telegraphic.) 2. Tehran, June 1, W901. 
TLIS Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed has telegraphed to-day to me and to 


India No. 

Orders have been received by the Hashmat-ul-Mulk to pr ed to Tehran. We 
will not go, of course, but it represents squeezing in mother fo ure would. 
De relieved if some small help in the shape of money—say, 10,000 fomans— 
to him, and meanwhile we should be able to improve ow position. T do not sees 
danger of the Persian Goyernment becoming aware of thi 





Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1901. 

| ILAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the Ist instant 
relative to Seistan, 

I am to request that the Secretary of State for India will favour his Lordship 
with his opinion on the proposa ade in the telegram from the Viceroy of Indiv of 
the 81st May, and also on the suggestion i am from His M Consul 
at Meshed, repeated in Mx. Young's tel N of the Ist instant,” of which t 
copy is inclosed, that « gift of 10,000 tomans should be made to the Amir Hashmat- 
ul-Mulk. 

Tam, & 
(Signed) (. H, SANDERSON. 














Sir, 





to 






Mushii 
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No. 211. 


The Marquess of Lansitowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 38, Confidential.) 


1 WAVE rece 
to you by the Persian Minister for Foreig 
itory of the Indian laneers who accompanied Capta 
Ware to Seistat 
T approve the. language whieh 
Azam on the subj 





ign Office, June 4, 1901, 





ved your despatch 





Affairs to ex 





lain the presenec 
n Benn and 











ANSDOWNE. 















(Confidential,) 
Sir, 

















TAM direc 

despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at Vehva 

tukon by the Administrator of the 

Mohammerah and at the smaller ports on the south eoast of Persia, 
Lord Lansiowne propos 

Buatingots proveedings and | 


Foreign Office to Initia Office. 


Foreign Office, June 4, 1901. 

ques of Tansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a 
* relative to the steps which are being 

in Customs to establish custom houses ab 





by the Mi 











if Lord G, Hamilton concurs, to approve Sir A. 

ianguage as reported in his despatel 
Tam, & 

sued) 








‘'T. H. SANDERSON. 





























State for 
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(No, 79.) 


Sir, 


ints 














‘Turkish author 
Was 4 passenge 























IN continuation of this Office letter of the 19th 
Scerotary of State for India 






i 
th, for the info 
‘oreign Secretar 
Arabian Coast of the P 
Jndin Office, ith June, 901, 








India Office to Foreign Office—(Receivert June 5.) 









the Under- 
Secretary of 
ns ie 

overnment of Tudia 
aul outrages on the 





presents his complime 
Alfairs, and by direction of Lord. ¢ 
mation of the Secretary af State, incl 
ed the 9th May, respec 
ian Gulf, 









Inclosure 1 in No. 213. 


Lirutenant-Colonel Kemball to the Government of India, 








‘ae Bushire, April 22, 1901. 
IN continuation of my letter dated the Ist October, 1000, ‘regarding certain 
jiratical outrages committed in the neighbourhood of Katif, in ‘Turkish waters, 





the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy 
otter from the Assistant Poli 





h 1 Agent, Balircin, sporting the restoration by the 
ies of a portion of the property plundered from Haji Salman, who 
on the hoat attacked by pirates, 





T have, &e. 
(Signed). A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





0. 58, Confidential, relative to a request made 

in Persian 
Captain Webb- 
you held to his Excellency and to the Atabeki 


jiect, and the torms of the Memorandum which you sent tc 
od-Dowleh on the 10th April. hist omesats tothe 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 213. 


Mr. Gaskin to Lieutenant-Colonel Kenball. 





Bahrein, April 7, 1901. 
S continuation of correspondence ending with my letter dated the 21st October, 
I haye the honour to report that in Kebruary last, the Chief of Babrein 
1 a communication from the officiating Mutessarif of Al Hassa requesting 
that Maji Salman-bin-Ahmed be sent to Al Hassa for the purpose of inquiring 
info his eas, and to receive the money and pearls recovered from the pirates, 

Haji Salman proceeded to Al Hassa accordingly, and returne ra 
that place, He reports that after putting a few questions and swearing him, the Kazi 
handed 060} rupees aud the fonr pearls over to him, and he was told that to of the 
culprits are still in confinement until the balance of the money stolen is paid up. 

He was made to pay 100 reals and 1 rupee on account of ‘expenses and stamp fees 
incurred by the authorities, 

It is tify to see that the url 
ease, but I regret to report that they have taken no step: 
two cases reported in my letter dated the 9th September, 
yenture to hope that I jesty’s Consul at B 
to move regarding them, 



































s have returned somo of the property in one 

in the matter of the other 
1900, 1 would, therefore, 
nah may De again addressed 






















T have, &e, 
(Signed) J. CALCOLY GASKIN, 
Political Assistants 








No. 214. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 5.) 


THE UnderSeeretary of State for India presents, his compliments to the Under- 
rotary of State for ign Affairs, and, by direction of Lori George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of Stato, a letter from the 
Political Resident at Aden, dated the 2rd May, and inclosure, regarding Yemen 
affairs. 


India Office, June 4, 1901. 








Inclosure in No, 214. 






Hodaidah (Yemen) News. 





TY is reported that about a month ago the brother of a Sheikh of the Az 
tribe, whose territory lies between Hodaidah and Zabid, and is under Turkish rule, 
‘some persons of the above-named tribe, killed one Turkish officer and two Turkish 
and looted about 20,000 dollars of thie Turkish Government revi 
AneZaranik tribe consists of about 2,000 men well trained aud 1 
modern rifles, 

‘The Sheikh of the tribe in question was written to by the arkish Government, 
and the repayment of the sum footed was demanded. "The Sheikh recovered about 
14,000 dollars of the looted money, and sent it to the Turkish Government, stating 
that he had paid 4,000 dollars of the sum ont of his own pocket, and that he could do 
no more. As regards the surrender of the olfenders, ho said that it was not in his 
power to give thom 1p, but that the Tarkish Government could, if they wished, send a 
force to arrest them. Although the Sheikh pretends loyalty to the ‘Turkish Govern- 
ment in this matter, it is not likely that he will give thom any assistinee against his 
brother; but, on the contrary, it is more than probable that he will secretly put 
difficulties in their way and cdmplicate matters. ‘The Turkish: Government mobilized 
fan army of 30,000 men, and seut it to Hodaidah, but: immediately after its arrival 
there it was ordored to’ proceed to Sana, owing, it is supposed, to something serious 
having happened in that neighbourliood, k 

“The fhand trade between Hodaidah and Zabid has heen enti 
to the present state of affairs, and is now carried on by sex 
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AzZaranik tribe resisted authority for many years, and although they 
submitted to it during the Ia years, they are at present independent of Turkish 
rile, and pay the usual tax gh their Sheikh, The Sheikh of their tribe is 
looked upon as a holy man by bis followers, and they believe that they owe their 
present independence to him entirely. He has on several occasions given proof of his 
ability to foretell events, and on this account his followers have the utmost confidence 
in him. ‘They assert that the Turks have several times suddenly made raids on his 
godowns on Suspicion that they were filled with smuggled tobacco and arms and 
mmunition ; but after careful search they were found to contain only coffee berries 
and other goods allowed by the authorities, while in reality the suspected articles were 
concealed in them, . 


Aden, May 8, 1901. 


(Confidential,) Aden Residency, May 3, 1901. 
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political Department, 
Bombay, for the information of Government, 
Copies have been sent to the India Office, London, and to the Quartermaster- 
General in Tndia, Intelligenee Department, Simla. 
Por Political Resident, 
(Signed) J. DAVIES, Major. 


(Confidential) Aiden Residency, May 8, 1901. 
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Depart 
ment, India Office, London, 
For Political Resident, 
(Signed) J. DAVIES, Major. 





No, 21 
Foreign Office (o the Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 6, 1901. 
1AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Helles of the Bist ultimo on the subject of road construction in the south of 
ersin. 
am to inform you that the question is now being examined by His Majesty's 
Government in jeation with Fis Maj Tinister in Persia, 
Tn these circumstances, Lord Lansdowne thinks tiiat the interview suggested in 
your letter had hotter he postponed for a short time, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE, 





No. 216. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sit, Foreign Office, June 6, 1901. 
__ AWIDIL reference to th Netter fromm this Olio of the Both utes reatfee tothe 
Kum Sultinabad road, Tam directed by the Marquess of Lanslowne to. transmit to 
youn copy of a letter from the Imperial Bank of Persia on the subject of rond con. 
Motion in the south of Persia,* snd a copy of the reply sent to the Bank.t 

Tam to request that the Seerctary of State for India will be so good as to furnish 
ord Lansdowne with his observations on the letter from the Imperial Bank. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTE 





t No. 215. 
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No. 217. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received June 7.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seerctary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the Gth June, regarding the Suri coal seam. 

A copy has been sent to the Admiralty. 

India Office, June 6, 1901. 


Inclosure in No, 217, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(elegraphic.) Tune 6, 1901. 
YOUR telegram of the 18th May: Suri coal seam. 
Krafft is returning to India, where samples will be tested and full report furnished. 
Meanwhile, Sultan of Muscat lias assured Cox that he will not entertain any proposals 
regarding coal, 





No 218, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Réceived June 7.) 


Sir, India Office, June 7, 1901. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of yout letter, 
dated the 27th May, 1901, relative to a Proclamation which Captain Cox hind suggested 
that the Sultan of Muscat might issne in June, 

I'am to inclose a copy of the letter No, 69, dated the 9th May, from the Gover 
ment of India on the subject, which has just. b ved, In view, however, of t 
objections taken by the Secretary ot State for Foreig rs, Lord George Hamilton 
hhas sent by telograph the instructions of which am to inclose a copy. At the same 
time Fam'to state that, in the opinion of his Lordship, Captain Cox is ably discharging 

is duties under difficult. and trying conditions, and needs all the support which can be 
im in counteracting French design: ‘The Secretary of State for Li 
therefore hopes that the Marquess of Lansdowne. will be able to. discuss the. situa 
ith the Eronch Ambassador in the sense indicated in your letter dated the 2! 
November, 1900, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnelosur 1 in No. 218. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
ek, Simla, May 9, 1001. 
~ IN continuation of our Secret despatch No, 42, dated the 7th Mi ys 1901, we 
have the honour to forward, for the orders of His’ Majesty's Government, a copy of 
correspondence regarding the use of the French flag by the subjects of His Highness the 
Sultan of Muscat. - 

2, We concur in the opinion, which is expressed by Captain Cox and endorsed by 
Lieutenant-Colouel Kemball, that the Sultan would be within his rights in prohibiting. 
the use of a foreign flag hy his subjects within Muscat territories or in Muscat: territorial 
waters, But the advice which Captain Cox proposes to tender to His Highness conflicts 
in some mieasuo withthe direction contained in your Lordshiys telegram, dated the 

[14a] 3 
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20th July, 1900, and we therefore think it right to refer the matter to your Lordshid 
hefore authorising Captain Cox to proceed as he proposes, 
3, We should he glad to receive your Lordship’s instructions by telegram, 
We have, &e. 
med) | CURZON, 
A. P. PALMER, 
Cc. M. RIVAZ, 
‘, RALEIGH. 
B, R.G. LAW. 
E, R, ELLES. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 218, 
Captain Cor (0 Government of India, April 5, 1901, 


. [Already printed.) 


Inclosure 8 in No. 228. 
Captian Cox to Lieutennnt-Cotonel Kendall, Apri 9, 1901. 


[Already printed. 


Tnclosure + in No, 218, 
ieutenanteColonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Contidential,) Bushire, April 12, 1901. 
THAVE the honour to forward copy of a letter, with inclosure, from the’ Pe 
Agent, Muscat, on the subject of the French flag Tt seoms to 
tan will be quite within his rights if he R ion to his su 
can see no objection to the Political Agent advising His Highness confidentially in this 
suse, 
[For Inclosure, see Letter from India Olfice of May 8, 1901.) 


Tnclosure 5 in No, 218. 


Government of Iulia to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Sir, Simla, May 8, 1901. 
TAM directed to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter No. 73, dated the 
uth April, 1901, containing « communication from the Political Agent, “Museat, on 

the subject of tho Ihy: Museat subjects, 

2. Captain Cox proposes to advise the Sultan to issue A notification forbidding his 
subjects to tly ay foreign flag within Museat territories, or in Muscat territorial waters, 
oxcopt with the written authority: of His Highness. 

Tam to point ont that, aeconding to the instructions received from His Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India, the Sultan's refusal fo recognize Freuel protection must be 
regarded as applicable only to cases in which fresk: protection-papers and flags have 
eon, or may be, geanted, Subsequent to the communication to the Freuch Consul of 


the Baict which’ was issued by His Highness on the 15th June, 1800, Ttis question= 
able whether the annual renewal of their * Titres de Navigation” by the so-calied 
French protégds at Sur ean be looked upon as equivalent to the receipt by them of fresh 
proteetion-papers; and 1 anv to request that, pending farther order: from His Majesty's 
Government, to whom @ reference is being mady, no adviee of the nature proposed may 
yo given to the Sultan, 


Thave, &e, 
Signed) | J. B. WOOD, 
secretary to the Governuent of India, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 218. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, June 7 1901. 
YOUR letter of the 9th May anil telegram of the 24th May. 
Foreign Office considers it finpossible to maintain that French protection and use of 
French flag are limited to the high seas and ports outside territory of Sultan, and ix 
‘opposed to issue of notification suxzested by Cox. 





No. 219. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(No. 19.) 
(elegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, June 7, 1901. 
ERRING to your despatch No. 70 of 80th April, according to arrangements 
wusly made with Lynch, the Bakhtiari Chief, Haji Ali Kuli Khan, reachet 
1 from Paris 2 day or tivo ago in order to discuss certain Iusiness matters, ‘The 
Foreizn Office liad been asked by the Persian Legation to obtain permission for the 
Chief to visit Woolwich and other places. Having, he says, received telegrams from 
the Persian Government, which he cannot disregard, he now suddenly declares he 
must immediately return to Tehran. ‘The Persian Minister has withdrawn his appli- 
cation for permission for the Chief to visit Woolwich Arsenal, e,, and, according to 
the Chief's Secretary, he has been told that he is to have no dealings with officials 


vations to make? 
nment do not feel inclined to interfere with the Chief's 





No, 220, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 8.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direc Lord George Haniilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of th State, copy of a tel 
to the Viceroy, dated the 7th June, respecting Ad Dareja. 

‘A copy has been sent to the Intelligence Division, War Ofice. | 


India Office, June 7, 1901. 


Inclosure in No. 220. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Inia, 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, June 7, 1901. 

YOUR telegram of the 28th May: Ad Dargja. Am inclined to think that 
Haushabi should act with our effective support at hand, and effect should Le given to 
my telegrams of the 14th May and 16th April, But as to. details. of operations you 
must judge. _O’Conor has several times warned the Porte of onr intention 19 expel the 
intruders on Haushabi territory. 








ass 
No, 221. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 9.) 


(Telegraphic) 2. Tehran, June 9, 1901. 
ALA-UL-MULK, Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, lias received the 

appointment. of Governor-General of Kerman, He is credited with anti-R 

views, 'The present Persian Minister at St, Petersbnegh is appointed to Coustantinople, 





No, 222. 
Inia Office ta Foreign Office—(Received June 10.) 


India Office, Tune 8, 1901. 
M directed to forward, for the consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
a copy of a letter received from the Government of India, dated the 2nd May last, 
‘The Aulaki tribes, Upper and Lower, lie to the south of the Yaffai tribes, and the 
Lower Aulakis occupy the coust line between the Fadhli tribe on the west, and the 
Dthiabi on the east, “The Lower Antakis were bound by engagements, dated 1855 and 
1871, to check the Slave Trade nnd wrecking, and on the 2 
admitted to the gencious fhvour and protection of Her his Protectorate 
rement was confirmed by the Viceroy on the 26th February, 1890. By this and 
ar engagements an effective British Protectorate was established over the whole of 
tribes occupying the coast from near Sheikh Saiyad to the limit of Onan influence at Ras 
Sar, 

In the correspondence which took place with the Porte in 1878 ani 1874, of which 
Lord Granville’s letter No, 111, dated the 15th May, 1878, sid Lord Derby's letter 
100), dated the 80th Apri, 1874, were a part, the Aulakis were included inthe 

i vsnty of Adon vith wlio. the Hs Goverument were in ctseeltins 
endlship. 
Under these citcumstanees Lord George Hamilton wold suggest that His Majesty's 
fe dor at Constantinople shoul! be informed of the incident, so that he y 
arise connected with British Protectorates near Aden, be able to inform the 
I FEF Meaty Govariniont wake nt ba dps liu eysieea te any inlenerente 
with the Treaty rights they have there established. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOL 


Inclosure 1 in No, 222 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
S ) 
My Lord, May 2, 1901, 
WE lave the honour to forward a copy of a letter, which we have received from 
the Goverument of Bombay, iictosing a report of certain overtures said to have been 
nude by the Commander of a Turkish vessel named “Asir” to the 
Uatala tribe which ig subordinate to the Sultan of the Lower Aulaki, with 
Majesty's Government have a Protectorate Treaty, ‘The present Sultan, Mli-bin-Manisir, 
‘ees Sultan Sleh-biAlE-bin-Nasit, whose resignation was teportel hy our Pol 
Resident at Aden in October 1900; he enj 
vas formerly paid to his preteeessor. 
We cient to your Lotdship's notice the suggestis 
eGueate Aden, that inysiry should be nade in the quater by His M 
‘it Coustantinople. 
We h 
(Signed) 


PALMER, 
M. RIVA, 
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Tnelosure 2 in No, 222, 
Gocerament of Bombay lo Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bombay Castle, March 22, 1901. 

1 AM directed to forvvard herewith, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a Confidential letter, dated the Sth March last, from the Political Resident, Aden, 
relative to the proceedings of the officers of a ‘Turkish ship named “Asir” at Sheil 
Hurba, in July 1900. 

2 Tam to say that the Governor in Council concurs in the suggestion made in 
paragraph 4 of Major Abud’s letter, 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 
Major Abud to Government of Bombay, 


(Confidential) 
T HAVE 
cone, Albdallab-bin-Biled, of the Huatala tribe, whieh tribe i 
Aula under the protection of His Majesty the King- Emp 
‘Lam a proprietor of land at Sheikh Hurba,® which is under my He is the 
Sheikh of the tribe which number about 540 men, About cight years ago my father 
uilt a fortlet near the shore ut the above place, where nian U boats come for fire 
Wor! ania water, and at other times to bring provisions for the interior, Tn the month, of 
Rabja-al-Akhar (corresponding with July) a Turkish vessel named which had run 
short of coal, came to the above place ai asked for provisions whieh we gave. ‘Then the 
we steamer called my father on board, and asked him whether he lad a flag: 
eda stipend from the Brit rainent, and iny father replied that he had 
He then asked my father whether he would enter into a Treaty with the 
‘Turkish Government, and my father replied that he would, so the Captain called his 
and wrote a letter i addressed to His, Majesty the Sultan, askin; 
hin for protection, and told us to sign it and put our little finger on it. Vand my 
father signed the above letter after the Captain hud undertaken that w stipend and presents 
would be siven to us, and that schools and Rexulations would be established, He then 
gave my father some presents and a flag, and told hinn to erect a stat!’ on the top of the 
fortlet and fly the flog on the upproach of a vessel or steamer, ‘The vessel remained 
Gglteen days till one of Messes. Cowasji Dinshaw and Brothers? steamers. arrived. with 
coal and the *Asir? then left, Tie Captain aasured us that we sliould receive a reply 


At first [ was not inetined to place much re in the statement tmade, but 1 

have ascertained that one of Messi, Cowasji Dinshaw and Brothers’ steamers did take 

coul to the“ Asir in July last, and Thave been uble to question two men who were 

zets by the “Asit’” at tho time, and what they have told me goes to prove the truth 
tement made by Abdallnh-bin-Bilted, 

T have told Abdailat- tell ime the Turkish fay ini question, wud | 
have warned the s Sul happens to he in Adens that his 
father, as Sultan of the sub n question, will Le held xespousible for any iuleingenient 
of the Treaty with the British Government. He stated that the Sultan, his futher, hil 
ho knowledie of the ntter in question, but that Saleh-bin-aAll, the deposed Lower Aulaki 

was present at the time of the visit of the “ Asiv"” to Sheikh Hurba, At that time 
SalelicbineAl had not boeu deposed trom the Sultanite, 

4, 1 would suzgest thut the Foreign Office be moved te make inquiry into thismatter 
at Constantinople. 

5. Information of this affair ouly reached me three days ayo, 

6. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to tle [udia Oitice, 


* Between Irka sed Haurs. 


[1615} 







































India Office to Foreign Office —(Receited June 11.) 


WITT reference to this Office letter of Ist June, the Under-S 
for India presents his compliments to the Under 
and, hy direction of Lori George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Sccrotary of Stato, copy of tyo teleranis regarding Soistan, 

India Office, June 10, 1201. 











Inclosure 1 in No, 223, 


Lord G. Hamillon to Government of India, 





(Celegeaphic,) 
YOU have not rop 
to whieh he replied on 


India Office, June 7. 1S 
ed to ub your telegram of the 28th May to Sir A. Tard 
Wheto you. Please send iat once, 











(elegeaphie,) 

YOUR Lordship’s te 
of 28th May, to Sir A. Handingo, ay: anders 
overlooked You lier 
Raisul Pnjar and Miunut Vy) 
Crown lands, ‘These anien ave sail to, he A fl 
Wintever course is proposed, whetlion purriliase: or least 
Seistin revenue, our desire would-be to onthid all others,’ 


shine 9, 1901. 









is whip inves 
Si 





ai land, ov farminse 








No, 224, 
Anthopouto Pash to-the Marquess of Lansdowne (Received June 12, 


Imbassade Imperiale de Turguie, Londres, 
M. le Marquis, Fe AA Juin, 1901, 

WAL Vhonneur de porter 4 li connaissiee de votty Soigneurie qu’a Vocession de 
sspondunce Gehinngé entre cette Ambassade fmpriite ot Ie 
volativerent iy Mineident souleyé: par Mattituide du Cheikh de Lah 
mnaniqué de transmetine A yon Gouy ln note qd ine fut 
Vitonorable BH, + sotts hd 000, 
gyoyee te 21 Déeotabee de Iam 



































i appronvant naviits que 
Mmanications susmentionnéss « 
Suulbin, iow cuuetiste Maitre, sie 





Aden, 

















ite t) tappelew que | Sottvent Voveasion Winsister sur les 

+ imprescriptibles et PHinpire Ontoman quant wis Cantons dont 
i Sait ot fle tS pop’s ft Les sonteni 

de suisen outs autorisi a dine que si A Anetoterne aon quelques relations av 





is Chefs do tri 
menuent [yp 
(ori Tos abtojts dela Sutin Porte sic 

pendant, comin: dans 
mak Lome Te mdtne Langs {e quiestion, justi « 

lane formellonent A votre Seigneutio que be Sabline 
ves les plus expresses ak propins dit droit dle 
alt vonloie exe i 


iit Adon, ela ne saueait constituer aus yeas da 
‘un Weaité transit 

















ne dd 21, Décombre a 








que ty Gram 
justilvarion uueune suv les souk Cantons dont i 




















[This Inclosure should have appeared in its place on page 191,] 
Tnelosure 1 in No, 225, 


Draft (B.) Convention with Persia relative to Telegraphic Commmnication between Burope 
and India. 


ARTICLE 1 











IN onder to stiil further improve the telegraphic communication between Europe 
and India, and provide an alternative route through Persia, the Persian Government 
agree to construct a line from Kashan to Nain, re-build with iron posts and extra wines 
the present line from Nain to Kerman, and build a line from Kerman to meet: the 
Indian line at the Perso-Beluch frontier. 












ARTICLE 1, 











In order that this line may be constructed in a completo and effective: manner, 
the Persian Government undertake to employ the British telegraph. stall now 
controlling the international line in Persia for the direction. and. supervision of tho 
work of construction, the British Goyernment advancing to the Persian Government 
the salaries and allowances of the men actually employed on the work. 














ARTICLE TT. 


‘The British Government agrees to procure for the Persian Go 
reasonable price all the iron pos 
work, and to arrange for the can 
payment for the same fi 





wnment at a 
wire, insulators, &e,, that mny be requisite for the 
ingo of the stores to the sites required, n 
the trate receipts, 














ARTICLE TY, 















‘The working and maintenance of the line, including repaies and the appoint 
control, and payment of the line-guards and other siccessary employés shall 
the Nands of the British Director and staff, the cost being defrayed by the 
British Government, 
‘The duties of the telegraph inspectors and line-giuds are strictly contined to 
repairing and maintaining the line. 



























ARTICLE V. 















‘The operators employed on this line shill be Persian subjects, 
British Firector to have a perfect knowledge of the state of the wires snd offices, 
and thereby to provide for their general efficiency and the rapid removal of any 
impediment to telegraphic communication, British cleetricians or inspectors. may 

ide at each of the principal offices—the total number of such clectricians ani 
inspectors not to execed fifteen. 





to enable the 
















ARTICLE VI. 


The line will be of three wires—one wire will be used by the Persian ‘Telegraph 

Administration for its local work sind the remaining two wires will be for international 

traflie, as provided in Asticles IV, V, and VI of the 1872 Convention, 
(1615) 
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quelle maintiont plus que jan antérioure- 


Ie point de vue auquel elle sfest pla 
ment vis-i-vis du C: : 


wt Britannique. 
ne doute pas que votre Seigneurie appréciera la nécessité dans laquelle 
@ Porte se voit oblixi soutenir de nouveau les droits indéniables de 
iale le Sultan, mon auguste Maitre, sur les neuf Cantons avoisinant. 





ARTICLE VII. 
































‘The revenue derived from local traffic on the Persian wire shall belong entirely 
tothe Persian Government, By local traffic is meant messages originating at one 
Persian station and terminating at another Persian station. 












Vai, ke. 
) 









AD 











tIOPOULO, 





ARTICLE VIII. 














No.2 


Tadia Office to Forcign Offce.—(Received June 12.) 
















foree as regard: the 

Mie new line from Kashan to the Beluch frontier 
hire-Karachi section, a separate transit rate 
vi «d to that section corresponding to the transit rate between Bushire and. 
Thdia. transit receipts shall belong to the British Government, but a sum of 
“100 400 fe, nr onium shall be pllofted t6/6he Pyrsian Goveruieat, ana. Felines by 
the British Government ay payment towards the cost of the new line until the pay- 
ment is completed. 

As regards international messages originati 
this new ling, the Persian Government shall. ree 
agrocd in the ‘Treaty of 1872 for such traflic, 










Sir, India Offic 
TAM directed by the Secre 

i your letters of the 10th 

ail alterations proposed by His M 

vention 1 

Ht will be observed tha 

Government, the clause (Art 

(revised Article VITT), and th 





une 11, 1901, 

to acknowledge the 
int you in veply that the 
the draft Convention 
«1 ina revised draft Cone 




















































to meet possible objections on the part of the Persian 
le LV) respecting the leasing, of the line has been altered 
the whole of the Persian Government’s share of the 
traffic revenue (100,000 fr.) is to be appropriated by the British Government in accordance 
with the wish expressed by the Persian G 
Should Sir A. Hardinye, however, consider that it would facilitate: the negotiations 

e greed that the Persian Government should receive one quarter of the amount, 

Lond George Hamilton will be prepared to make this concession, the result, ) uy that 
the Sndo-Kuropests Pelegryph Department will retain the right to work the Tue fon a 
longer period, 
Wt is con 
traffic on the 






or terminating at any station on 


e two-thirds of the terminal rate as 














ARTICLE TX. 





if it 












( Stato tclegmms passing between the Government of India and the British 
Ministor at oliran shall bo sent at half rates, 















dered essontial that the staff employed in. dealing with the inte 
ine should be appointed hy tho Indo:Kuropean ' 





ARTICLE X, 











} Departinent, together with the fifteen British inspectors and electricians (vide 
4 a A - \ sefereuce Iwving been made by Sir A, Hardinge to the Meshed 
ig ore modified by this Convention, the Axticles agreed desire lo tnelosby far chamsieason 4a Mim, A Nols be ihe dDedelor Wo 
Conyention of 1872 remain in full force and apply to this line. European ‘Telegraph Department, on that subject, : 
Tarn, &e, 
| Perinaees (Signed) HARDWICKE, 


‘The Convention shall come into force on the date of its signature by persons duly 
} authorized by their Majesties the Emperor of India aud the Shah of Persia, and s! 

be in foree until the Ist 325, or for such longer period as the advance made 
| by the British Govern for the construction of the line remains unpaid. 
| At such a date it may, if necessary, bo renewed or revised, but it shall be competent 
! for the British Government at any time before the expiry of this Convention on giving 
! six months? notico to lund over the line in its existing condition to the Persian, 
Government, and to withdraw its officers and employés from the country, ceasing from 
that date to have any further connection with this Persian line of telegraph. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 
















Draft (B) Convention swith Persia respecting ‘Telegraphic Communiention biliveen 
Europe and India. 








[Printed separately.) 

























Tnelosure 2 in No, 225, 


Meimorandun respeeting the Meshed Line, 























the then Ditestor-inselie® of this Depart 
‘Affaires at ran, asking him tot 
over the Per Alter some telegraphic corresponience, a 
telegram Viceroy siying it was a purely political matter, but the line 
could be taken np for six mont greet, anid the line 
was handed over to the Department in Decem 

ss wero borne by the Afghan Ti 
1886. the Government of Inidia ile 


mont, received a tel 























line at an annual cost: 
Dopartment. 

our from the Persian Goverament, no Aur 
into. ‘The focal ree 







not exees 

he I 
Convention haying been enter 
Gayernment. 







ment or 
ts are the property of the Persian, 








The line is a single wire one posts, During the three rs ending: 
1899-11100, it was interrupted 184,526, anil 47 hours respectively. wes 

the Department eiploy an Assistant-Superintendent in change, @ signalling clerk 
at ‘Tehran and one at Meshed, and give the twenty-three Persian Government line 
guards an allowance of 10 kroners a-month each, ‘The line guards receive their pay 
from the Persian Government, 
sO ice ate magne by Persian signalling clerks, who are under the orders of th 
Minister of elesraphs, and are paid by him, “There are Russian employe siznallin 
clerks at Tehran and Meshod: these men signal all Russian telegrams to the Rus 
Central Asia line. i : 

From the above, it will be seen that our contro! of the line can be withdrawn at ny 
time by the Persian Government, and that it is not a line that could be depended upon 
for heavy international work, 


May 20, 1901, 


(Signed) B. 'T. FFINCH. 





No. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 12.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the Gtli May, the Under-Score 
for Tudia presents his complfinents to the Under-Scerotary of ‘ 
and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the in 
the Secretary of State copy of inclosures in Government of India Forvizn §; 
letter, dated the 23nd May, respecting the proceedings 
M. Goguy 

Justi Office, June 11, 1901, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 
Memorial, 


‘ty his Exvolloney the Vieoroy and Governor-General of India: 
‘The Memorial of Brederick yon Kornatzki, at present resiling at Kurrachee: 


Humbly sheweth, 
THAT your momo ii rie hi 
past six ye i 7 coitnt 
and for dthers, : 
That in the month of Mane 1900 your memorialist went te ade in Museat and 
remained thory for about seve . 
Hot on the 10k Bebriany last your memorialist. recived a written ord 
the Sulton of Muse that he show quit Museat with his wife 
before the following: i. 
‘Hho’ on the wceipt of this order your mentorialist, aga British subject, adi 
4 otter to tho British Consul forwarding the order of the Sultan of Muse 
requested to bp informed whether the order in question had et with, his 
Hlievod thot, as a-Byibeh mubteet 
(ulressed to lit hy His Majesty’s 
British Consal, 
‘Mhal yous men Dut only an intima 
it and was then informed by the 
Muscat positively by Saturday, the 16th Pebrnary, 
ly he woultl be forced to it, adil idl your blond 
oth wou own Hes 
‘hat your memovialist entreated the British Consul to inform him of the grounds 
on which his expulsion had been ordered, and what offence he committed 
that he should he thus stmunarily ejected, but the British Consul declined to state any 
reasons, 
that vour memoviatist thereupon requested the British Consul to give him a 
written oviler to quit Muscat, and, unless this were done, he did not think Linselt 
Twinn to leave the place, 


198 


‘That on Friday, the 15th February, your memorialist addressed a letter to 
the British Consul, pressing his request’ for a written expulsion onder, and for 
his expenses to London, whence he came, but to this letter he reecived no reply. 

That on Friday night your memorialisi’s house was surrounded by armed Arabs, 
Who remained there until’ Saturday noon, and, though your memorialist wrote two 
letters to the British Consul, asking him to remove the armed Arabs that were about 
his house, no reply was vouchsafed to either of them, 

‘That at 12 noon on Saturday, the British Consul and other officials in uniform 
came to your memorialist’s house, and there the British Consul assaulted your 
memorialist in the presence of two European friends wlio expostulated with the 
British Consul on his conduct, and ordered your memorialist to proceed forthwith 
to the Consulate, 

‘That your memorialist begged that he might at least be given time to put on 
his boots and wear a sun-hat, but the British Consul would not permit your 
memorialist to do so. 

‘That your memorialist, on leaving his house was held by some of the armed Arabs, 
and was then marched through the streets surrounded by crowds of people to the 
British Consulate, 

‘That your memorialist’s wife, who was terribly upset by all that had occurred, 
followed your meinorialist to the British Consulate, and your memorialist’s tw 
friends, who wero at the tine with him, were turned out of the house, and the hous 
itself, which contained several valuables, was left entirely in tho hands of some natives, 
all strangers to your memorialist. 

‘That on arriving at the Consulate, the British Consulate, aftor disposing of a 

il suit thot was pending against your memorialist, told your memorialist 
flat he must proceod forthwith to the Steamer, and that’ a Dont was in readiness 
for him, 

‘That your memorialist pointed out. that all his valuables were lett in his house, 
and that, further, he had absolutely no elothes to travel in, 

‘That the British Consul thereupon sent his head clerk, together with some eoolies, 
to the house of your memorialist, who hurriedly put. some clothing apparel that they 
could lay their hands upon in boxes and placed'the Doxes in boats that were lying close 
to the Consulate, 

‘That the British Consul escorted your momorialist and his wife to a side door in 
the Consulate premises on the ostensible reason of leading them to the boats. but re 
Soon as your memorialist and his wife had stopped out. of the door the British Consal 
closeil it from within, leaving your memorilist and his wife in the midst of a lneae 
number of Arabs armed with daggers and rifles, 

‘MHat your momorialist is strongly of the opinion that hn ho not heen nequainted 
with the man in command of the sArubs both he anid his ite would, haat at 
imminent danger of their lives, 

That Your memorialist and his wife wero accompanied to the steamer by threo 
Doats filled with armed Arabs, and were put on boar. 

‘That, apart from the inhuman and brutal. trea 
and his wife have been subjected! at the hands of his Majesty"s Britisl 

sustained considerable pecuniary damage to the extent of several 
thousands of rapees, 

‘What your m: st liad taken a house for one year and hid paid tho rent in 
advanen ‘and your memorialist had in the said house at the timo of lis expulsion 
fiteral valuables, and your amemorialist is not aware ss to what. lias beoome ot 
them. 

That your memorialist lind further’ in hand several transactions at the time 
at his expulsion which he has boon unable to fulfil, and has thus sustained eonecdes tte 

axe. 

That a detailed account of all the damages sustained by your memorialist by tlie 
action of the British Consul will be supplied when nocessa 3 

‘hat your memorialist and his wife arent present in Kurmachee, where 
rialist is Unily: inci xpenditure for the mmaititenaneo of himself anit lie 
wife, and is unoble to do any business. 

{Rist the worry and ignominy attaching the expulsion have seriously impaired the 
health of your memorialist, 

That your memorialist has learnt, on information which he has every swason 
to thn able, that the order for his expulsion from Mfuseat really emanated. tron 

6 38D 
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His Majesty's British Consul, and that the Sultan of Muscat was merely used as a 
means to convey it to your memorialist. 

‘That your memorialist, in conclusion, begs that some steps be taken to withdraw 
the stigma and infamy which have been attached to his name, and to recoup him the 

nses and damages he has incurred by the bratal and arbitrary conduct of His 

ajesty’s British Consul at Museat. 
And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pra 
(Signed) vox KORNATZKI. 
Kurrachee, april 10, 1901. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 226, 
Government of India ta M. F. von Kornatzki. 


Simla, May 6, 1901. 

I AM directed to inform you, in reply to your letter dated the 10th April. last, 
that the facts connected with your removal from Muscat have already been reported 
to the Goveramont of Thdia, who sce no reason for intervening with the Sultan on 
your behalf, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 226, 


Government of India to Captain Cox, 

(Confidentiat.) Simla, May 9, 1901, 
1AM directed to reply. to your confidential letter dated the ‘Sth April last, 

regarding the proceedings of M, Goguyer at Muscat, 

2, ‘he Government of India do not fecl called upon, at the present stage of affairs 
in Muscat, to offer any advies to the Sultan as to the action which he should. tal 
reganl to M, Goguyer. But, if His Highness chooses on his own resj y 
interrogate M, Ottavi as to the status of ML. Goguyer, he is, of course, at entire liberty 
to lo so, 





No. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received June 12.) 


‘VHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of inclosures in 
Government of India Forcign Secrotary’s letter, dated the 16th May, respecting 
Ad Dargja, 

It is requested that the manuscript sheet, which is sent in original, may be returned 
when done with, 

India Office, June V1, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 227. 


Government of India to Government of Bonibny. 


(teligeariie) Calcutta, February 27,1901. * 


YOUR tolegram, 1st Bi Ad Dareja. 

Following tclegram received from Secretary of State, 26th February -— 

O’Conor has heen authorized, if he sees no objection, to remind Porte of assurances 
given by them as reported in his despatches of the 26th March and 22nd May, 1900, and 
to inform that, if Muhammad: Nasty does not immediately vacate fort, Haushabi Sultan, 
supported, il shorily expel him. Please quietly 
make n overt action without further instruction. 

ly. He should report what action he would, 
propose to take if further instructions are received, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 


Government of Bombay to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic. March 4, 1901. 
YOUR telegram, 27th February. 
Resident at Aden telegraphed 2nd March :— 

Your telegram of the 28th February: Ad Dareja. ‘Turks are reported to have @ 
considerable number of troops or levies within 36 miles of the fort, Fort itself was 
reported by an English traveller in the month of March 1900, as occupied by a. small 
detachment of Turkish soldiers, and, though evacuated by them later and garrisoned by 
Muhammad Nasir’s men, still possibility of Turkish troops being found at the fort must 
be kept in view. Should the ‘Turks send support to Muhammad Nasir either in. accord 
or even against the order of the Porte, any force that could he spared from Aden would 
not be sufficient to insure expulsion of Muhammad Nasir. ‘The distance from Aden is 
70 miles along route exposed to an attack upon flank for the last 20 miles. Preparations 
and advance of Aden force conld not be kept secret, and if the Turks wished to support 
Mubammad Nasir, they would have ample time to take necessary steps, But if Govern= 
‘ment are prepared to ran the risk, titen a small fore of 100 British infantry, 100 native 
infantry, one company sappers and miners, two guns and the Aden troop might be sent 
asa support to Haushabi Sultan on the ‘chance of ‘Turkish neutrality. But on the 
other hand, if opposed by the Turks in strength, this small force would have most probably 

e with consequent loss of prestige, If Government decide upon this expedition 
in any form, Officer Commanding force would require most explicit orders as to action to 
be taken, if he encounters Turkish troops, Officer Commanding, Aden Brigude, concurs, 
Requirements of foree named are being worked out on the basis of three weeks? 
operations,” 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 227. 
Government of India to Government of Bombay, 


hie.) Simla, April 2, 1001, 
YOUR telegram, 4th March: Ad Dargja, 

Following telegram received from Secretary of State, dated 27th Mareh :-— 

“O'Conor reports that Vali now asserts Ad Dareja Fort. and five villages to be in 
Matz autrets O'Gonor: proposes to relub ta iscumy Uh quoation aa to tno fire buing tn 
Haushabi territory under British protection ; to press for immediate orders to Mubiammnad 
Nasir to retire, and to warn Porte that, if Nasir docs not retire, we must expel him, 
O'Conor thinks that reasonable time for retirement should be allowed, considering 
distance between Sanaa and Ad Dayeja, Ihave expressed concurrence." 

Please communicate to Resident at Aden, who must take no overt action unless he 
receives further instructions. 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 227, 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Tek hic.) Simla, April 18, 1901. 
"TY tlogram, 2nd April Ad Dareja, ” 

In view of possibility of Turkish interference, Resident should take early steps to 
ascertain secretly the number of ‘Turkish troops in neighbourhood of Haushabi territor 
whether they have recently been reinforced, and whether any movements of Turkish 
troops near the frontier are in progress or preparation, Any information of importance 
which Resident obtains snould he promptly telegraphed. Cannot. the Resident. also 
obtain aecurate information as to present position at Ad ‘mil in: neighbourhood, 
and numberof men in the fort? {f position is still as deseri in inelosure to Resident's 
Jetter of 10th April, 1900, number of men in fort seems to be very few, 
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Tnelosure 5 in No, 


Government of India to Government of Bomba 


(Welegraphie,) Simla, April 17, 1901, 

MY telegram, 13th April: Ad Dare 

Scerctary of State telegraphs, 16th April, that O'Conor reports Turkish Commandant 
piss instructed three or four days ago to expel Muhammad Nasir, but that result not yet 
nown, 

Please instruct Aden Resident to inquire, and report if any such action is being 
taken, 

———— SS 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 297. 
Government of Iudia to Goverament of Bombay. 


(Telegraphic. Simla, April 26, 1901. 

By lorem, dated 17th April, ‘ 

The Seerctary of State telegraphed on 1 

“My telegram, 27th March: Ad Dar 

“Steps. may now he taken, with adequately supported force, to expel Muhammad 
Nasir from fort, 

‘This was before the telegram of 10th, repeated to you with my telegram of 1 
instant. It iy advisable for a while to await result of Resident's inquiries as to the action 
the Turks are taking for expulsion of Muhammad Nasir, But please, meanwhile, inform. 
Ailen Resident how case stands, and request him to have everything in readiness for 
audvaneo of the foree suggested in his telegram of nd March. He should, however, 
Wire if he has reason to helieve that force inadequate. 


Tnclosure 7 in No, #27 


Government of bua to Lord G. Hamilton 


(Tetegraphi,) 


A Simla, May 12, 1901. 
YOUR tclegram, 10th May: Ad Dareja. 


‘Mroops at Aden are held ready to advance ; but xe await report from Aden Re 
£5 to action taken hy ‘Turks to expel Muhammad Nasir, thinking it tight, as suggested 
by O'Conor, to allow reasonable time for evacuation of the fort, 


—— 
Thelosure No. 
Goverament of Bombay to Government of India. 
(Voteraphite.) 
YOUR telegtam 777: Ad Dareja, 


Resident at Aden telegraphs wattor not urgent. Promi 
h is awaited, 


May 13, 1901, 


full report by letter, 





No. 235, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 12.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
peerelary of Slate for Forwign AMfuits, and, by direction of Lord George Hamnilt 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of imelowure 14 


Goveenment of Tndix Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 23rd May. regardine, Ue fort 
sat Ad Daroja, ‘ fe : 


India Office, June 12, 1901, 


17 
Inclosure in No, 228, 


Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraphic.) Simla, May 16, 1901. 
YOUR telegram of 13th. P e H 
Ad Darcie. Pleas ask Tesdont to telogaph brill the sist of his letter and 
recommendations. Secretary of State telegraphed yesterday that intruders should be 
at once expelled, eare being taken not to go beyond our borers; and Government of 
India prefer not to delay further if action ean be taken immediately, 





No. 229, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 13.) 


Tehran, June 18, 1901, 
Minister, te Mushir-uleMulk, as been xppointed 
Persian Minister at St. Petersburgh, He is supposed to share his father’s pro-Russian 
ws, He is a young man, and was educated in Russia 





No, 230, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Murquoss of Lansdowne—(Received June VB.) 


Tehran, Tune 18, 1901, 


ight to War on Hashinat reported by Benn. Is there 
ape of Mashimat receiving pecuniney help? His propost! to buy Seistan ha 


I have replied to Colonel renelt :— 


“The proposed help in money: to the Mashinat Tins met with serious objections 
on the part of Lort Lansiloiwne yas well, Dit 1 will endeavour to 

ions to the cl i " iz that the 
prossinn’ should he 
relaxed.’ 


Tt appears to me that the time bas avr h 

the Pe Government with refi }o Seistan in the sense gested inn Lord 
"s tolegrarn of the Ist. Tune, Tt ix clear that the Russians ane determined to 

punish the Hashinat-ul-Mulk, through the Ceutral Government, for having furthoved 
our interests im Seistan. Our influence in that quarter appears, in. my opinion, 0 
depend on the support which w prove that we are able to give to, Chiefs who ate 
friendly tovus. . 

T have telegraphed the above to the Viceroy. 





No, 251, 


The Marguess of Lansilowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
oe Foreign Office, June 13, 1901, 
WITH. reference to my despatch No, 266 of the 25th of December, 1900, inclosins 
a copy of a letter from the in Office, dated 10th November, relative to. pi 
attacks ott Uabretieas vesadls, { tantanal togas Eccolony A eo}y of a ftHE® lot 
from the India Office on the subject.* 


les, 
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With reference to the last paragraph of the letter of the 7th April from the 
Political Assistant at Bahrein, 1 should wish to have your Excelleney’s opinion on 
the proposal that Ilis Majesty’s Consui at Bassoral should make representations to the 
‘Turkish authorities on the cases of piracy in regard to which no steps have been taken 
by them. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 
Inilia Office to Foreign Office—(Receiced June 14.) 


Sir, 
IN reply to Mr. 
nitton to may Shab we's proposal te 
Haringe’s proceed r to the steps which axe being 
intone Adminateation to extaliah custonebotace ut Mahia 
ports on the south enast of P yung held by hin to M. d 
12th April fast. 
Tau, &, 
wed) GODLEY. 





No, 233, 
India Office to Koveign Office-—(Received June 1-4.) 


‘ india Office, June 14, 1901. 
1 AM directed by Lort George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, dated the rd June, 1901, relative to. the Viccroy’s report of the telegram sent 
by him-on the Bist May to His Majesty's Minister at Tehinit on the sub 
Soistan, 

2. Lis Lordship coneurs with Lord Curzon in the opinion that seeret arrangeme 
With Hashmat-nbeMulk would give us no control in Scistan. As to the difficulties in 
which Hashmnateul-Mulk is involved, hoth with his own brothers and with iis sons, and 
fn regard to the genoral insecurity of his position, Tam to invite a reference to 
Major Sykes’ Report, No, 9 dated the 20th August, 1899, to Lord Salisbury. Looking 
at these tnets, the Secretary of State for India doubts whether it would be expedient to 
intimate that his removal trom office would he viewed with distavour by the British 
Government. His Lordship, however, considers that the intimation provisionally 
authorized in the Marquess of Tansdowne's telegram of the 7th May might be made to 
the Persian Government whenover, as stated in the final paragraph of Sir Horace 
Walpole’s letter of the 15th May Inst, it his been ascertained that the rumours which 
fave reached the Viceroy are founded on fact, ‘The Secretary of State cannot 
‘anticipate any material advantage from the proposed gift of 10,000 tomans to the 
Hashmatul-Mulk, and conceives: that it would not he possible to conceal such a 
transaction from the Persian Government, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLE 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sip A. Havdinge, 


20.) 
wapbie) Py Foreign Office, June 15, 1901. 
UHAVE received your teliygrani No. 28 of the 1th instant relative to tle Cro 
finds of Seistan, 
If, iu your opini yy solid! fomdation for the sports that the Pa 
on miment of a Rotor of the res 
Power, Fauthorize you to 
eenanent, otal that 
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Jou have received instructions to warn them of the serious view which would be taker 
of it by His Majesty's C nment. 

udging from the accounts which have been reeeived of the Hushmat-ul-Mull 

n, and in view ally of the Report from His Majesty’s Cousul at Kern L 

of the 21st August, 1809, the Secretary of State for India doubts the wisdom of 
intimating that His Majesty's Government would view with disfavour the vemovel of 
the Hashinat from office 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 


Foreign Office, June 15, 1901. 
of State for India a copy of your 
Excellency’s despatch No. 180 of the Sth ultimo, relative to a report that German 
banker was endeavouring to obtain a Concession from the ‘Turkish Goverment for 

in the Persian Gulf, 
age which you held to the sh Minister for Poreign Affairs on the 
approved by His Majesty’s Goverument, 
Tam, &e, 
igned) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 236. 
Sir A, Hardinge (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 16.) 


(No, 29.) 
(Telegrapl wi Tehran, June 1G, 1901, 
COLONEL TRENCH telographs 15th J 
s being made by Afghan banker, Mabawsinietuyar by nome, a 
protceted subject, to advance 10,400 tomans to Hushnnt as well as a stim 
suflicient. to brihe the i and Meshed,, Tn this manner pressure 
| and the manour or official sent to Seistan will Lo recalled, 

Colonch Trench tolegraphs further 15th June, No. 40, 

‘The opportune aid given to Hashinat by the’ Afghan banker was in consequence 
ofa hint E gave him. Tt does not commit us in any way,as ho is Hashmat's banker, 
Tiope that this move, whershy immediate aims of tho Hussians should ho frustrated 
will meet with your approval. 

Thave tclograplied to Ilis Majesty's Consil-General at Meshed that his action has 
my approval, 





No. 287. 
India Office to Foreign Offe.—(Received June 17.) 


Inia Office, June 15, 1901. 
werner, 1900, on the subject of the 
islands of the Persian Gulf Lam 
milton to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of. 
ent of India on the subject. 
1am to add that a further despatcl:, of which a copy is inclosed, has been addressed 
tw the Government of India, requesting tliem to supplement their information in regard to 
certain points. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


—$<—<<—<——_ 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 237. 


Government of Intlin (o Lord G. Hamilton, 

(Scoret,) ‘ 
My Lord, Simla, May 2, 1901. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's Secret despatch, dated the 23rd November, 1900, 
regarding the selection of « British naval base in the Persian Gulf, we have the honour to 
forward a copy of & letter from our Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, which zives, 
cover to a Report upon the Islands of Hormaz, Kishi, and Henjam, by Lieutenant Hunt, 
who was till lately Vice-Consul at Bunder Abbas. 

We are strongly of opinion that, in the event of the Russians oceupyinz Bunder 
‘Abbas or any other Persian harbour near the entrance of the Gulf, or acquiring political or 
naval privilezes there, such as would constitute a violation of the understanding of 1834, 
‘our Naval Officer Commanding in the Gulf shoold have instructions at once to plant the 
Pritish flag upon the three islands of Vormuz, Henjam, and Kishm. We would occupy 
Hormu, not with the idea of making it our principal naval station, but in order to prevent 
its being taken by Russia, and becnuse its possession would give us command of Bunder 
‘Abbus. Henjam and Kishin, in our opinion, must necessarily be taken together, ‘The 
stoaller island is required, because the best available harbour in this part of the Gult 
Appears to be that whieh lies between it and Kishm, and Kishin is necessary to us because 

jpossess a plot of British tervitory upon it at Bassidore, and because it would be 
indispensible as a base of supplies for Henjam, Your Lordship is aware of the conditions 
under which we hold possession of Bassidore.* ‘Though we no longer use the place as a 
coaling dept, we Keep an Agent there, who flies the British flag, which seems for the 
prosent to be all that is required as un assertion of our proprietary rights. ‘There are no 
independent local Chiefs or authorities in the islands with whom we could enter into 
relations, With the exception of the ¢ sion at Bassidore the islands are. 
tinder Persian authority, and since Lieutenant Hunt's visit the Kistim, Sheikh 
Hasan, is said to have’ been superseded at hy inst of thie Director-General of Customs 
in) Southern Persia by another official, 

The Harbour of Khorash.Shem, or Elphinstone’s Inlet, upon the western side of 
the Musandim promontory, possesses manyndvantages; but we consider it less suitable for 
‘our ultimate naval station at the mouth of the Gulf because of its distance from the main 
track of stoumers and from the Persian e af supplies, and the uncivilized 
charactor of the aboriginal intial We should, however, sve no objection, 

cous hoisting’ of the Tiritish flag on the 
Shubbeh Ghazireh, not wecessurily: with 
the view of ulterior occupation, but in order to anticipate seizure by any other Power Th 
isthnius night, we think, he aunexed withont sceking permission either from the Sultan of 
Muscat or from the Arab tribes, iu the same mouner as it wus o¢ 
‘Volograph Company in 1869, 


. P. PALME 
M. RIVAZ, 


Rt. ELLES. 
Incloswre 2 in No. 257. 


LieuteiuntsColonel Kemball to Government of Indi 


(Confidential) Bushire, February 1, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to ucknowle reecipt of your Confidential Memorandum, 
dated. the 21st December, 1900, forwarding, for carly report, copy of m Secret despatcli, 
‘with Inclosures, from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, dated the 23rd November, 
1.000, on the subject of the Islands of Heujat, Kishin, and Horo, 

2. T forward herewith a Report submitted to me by Gieutenant Hunt, His Britsan 
Majesty's Vieo-Consul at Bunder Abbas, who visited the Island of Kishm for tue purp 
of obtaininis information. 


* Vide the Viecroy’s telegrats of the 18th March, 189%, 
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‘The Island of Kishm, otherwise called Jezirat-al-Tawilah, is the largest island in the 
Persian Gulf, and is 60 miles in length, its greatest breadth being 19 miles,* but averaging 
only about 7 miles. It lies parallel to the mainland of Persia, from which it is separated 
by the Clarence Strait which varies in width from 1 to 7 miles.+ _Kishm, the principal 
town on the islind, is situated at the easteramost point of the island, nearly opposite 
Bunder Abbas. It will be seen from a reference to Curzon’s “Persia,” vol. ii, p- 

that a cantonment of English and Indian troops, several hundred strong, was, in 16: 
‘established on the island in the vicinity of Kishm, with the idea of overawing the Jonsi 
pirates, Bassidore, at the north-western extremity of the island, has also been oceupied 
&s the head-quarters of the Indian naval squadron, but has’ been for a long time 
abandoned, It has been frequently spoken of as a British possession, but I have been 
unable to ascertain from the records of this Office on what tenure the place was held by 

With reference to this island, it may, I think, be accepted that the climate, from the 

inning of May to the end of October, is very trying, while supplies would have to be 
bronght from India, though arrangements for 2 sufficient water supply could be made 
without difficulty. 

Henjam is a small barren island situated to the south of Kishm, and separated from 
it by a strait about half-a-mile in width, Tt is about 5 miles long, by 2} miles broad, If 
the reservoits were repaired, there would probably be sullicient water supply on the island 
for a sinall number of men,’ ‘There is a stnall Arab population on the islond, 

‘The Island of Hormuz, 12 miles in. circumference, is. situated 6 the north-east of 
Kishm, being 15 miles distant from that island, and 12 miles south-east of Bunder Abbas. 
‘The water supply is scanty, and no supplies would be obtainable. 

}. There is, I think, no reasonable doubt that these three islands, at the present 
time, form an integral portion of the Persian dominions, ‘he Islands of Kish and 
Hormuz, and, presumably, Henjam, were, as appanages of Bunder Abbus, rented by the 
Iiums of Muscat from the Shahs of Persia; but the Ruler of Muscat ean now have no 
claim to any of the islinds. Bassidore was occupied by us, 1 believe, in 1822, perhaps 
under some arrangement with the Arab Sheikh of Bunder Abbas; but our right of 
occupancy is, I understand, only prescriptive, 


Inclosure $ in No, 237, 


Report hy Lieutenant Hunt, Assistant Resident and Hix Britaunic Majesty's Viee-Consul 
‘at Bunder Abbas, on the Islands of Kish, Henjam, and Hormus, 


1—Kisim. 


‘UHMIS ista ial, ati appanaxe of the Naib Governorship of Bunder Abbus 
but i seldom that the Deputy Gayernor of the latter place ts strong enough ty 
make r v felt in the island, is under u Kalantar, generally known as the 
Sheikh, who pays his revenue in the usual w 

‘The present Kalontar is Sheikh Hassan, who hus heldl this position|for many years, 
with the exception of one year, other man was appointed, fle fe nn A 
descended from a Nejdi fainily, whose forefathers migrated trom Nejd some 200. 

up to Bussorah, came down the Gull until they finally settled on the 


Population.—The popiiation of the istand is entirely Arab. ‘The chief town, Kishm, 
is situated at the extrome east of the island, and is said to contain 1,700 houses and some 
6,000 inhabitants, From Kishm to Bassidore at the other end of the island there are 
963 villages or hamlets, containing from 10 to 100 houses euch; at very moderate 
computation, therefore, the island must contain between 35,000 and 40,000 souls, A 
lurze proportion of the people leave in the date season to work upon the mainkand, 

Water.—The town of Kishm itself has seven “birkas” and three wells, In good 

rs, the reservoirs usuilly suffice for the needs of the population, but in dry years they 

as do frequently, too, the wells, these latter being very shallow. ‘he inhabitants then 

bring their water from Derzoon, i village about a farsakh distant, where there are severul 
hich do not ful. 


In Cirsoa'e Persia)” and ts 





‘The whole Island of Kishm appears to be fairly off for water, although most of the 
Tells are doubtless slizhtly brackish. ‘They are all, however, ery sliallow sed deep 
boring might possibly strike purer wate 

Climate The inhabitants ctaim, and their neighbours allow, that in the hot weather 
the heat in Kishm is not, so oppressive as in Bunder Abbss, and that the elmer o, 
altogether more healthy. "This may be the euso, as the island is less shut in, and fe crore 
open to the breezes: but in the matter of temperature, I should «the difference 
ean only be slig 

Supplies There is a considerable cultivation in the shape of wheat, barley, 

tables, sud date groves, all cepending upon the winter rainfall. I-am informed ther? 

hea rage Nears the corn and dates produced sullice for the wants of the population, and 

they are independent, exeopt as regards whieh is imported from Botubay or 
Karmuckee. “This dato groves are not very praduetive, as they caneot be properly 
ivviguted, 

{Lier ure afew camels, aud about 1,000 lead of cattle, sheep, and goats upon the 
faaitande Aer aN pasture is. good nd plentiful, comparing favourably. with, the 
‘nainland, 

Cl Kishin town is 1 chian, good, aud faely lange one, It is supplied 
portly from Bunder Abbas by direct isuportation from India, 
Hufacture of the island isa thin entton stuffy called 
its name implies, to cover ordinary matting in rooms. There ure 
dint producing this. A fow dhows, too, every year on 
the island, 

Daring the past fow yetrs Kishi ins been subject to earthquakes, which have, from 
time to time, destroyed neurly half the town, 

The * wnaliat™ pronce(*s]”) pnidlis $4000 tomni per’ wninum this; withthe 
fo the cee at: eC“ asluslar”), amounts to 4000 tomians, more oF les, aecording 
to the strength of the Deputy Governor of the time at Bunder Abbas, 


H—Henjam, 


who was, I believe, 

agent in Bunder Abbas. ‘The island is 

#, from which some 5,000 to 7,000 tons of salt are 

tta. ‘The exporters pay a tax for this salt at the rate of so much 

1 of Kishm, who is supposed to make it over to the Moin’s azent, 

‘The Sheikh, however, does not observe this ceremony, uuless. the Moin happens to be 

influential enough to enforee complianes, Sheikh Hivsan provides the lubeer tor tee 
‘igginy out of the salt and the boats for lightering, 

Thert are three wells ani reservoirs ow this island, about 2 miles away fom the 

tines: an the water in said to be good but itis customary fur people who work thence 

take their water with them, 


here is 10 cultivation 
‘The climate resembles that of Kishm,. 


I—Hormuz, 


Tike Menjam Larak, aud, Bostana, leased’ to the Moin.ut-Cujjar, It 
Apparently contains considerable mineral wealth, in the shape of red ochte, salt; ary copper 
Po aces Gah it chivtly worked, and tho salt to w lesser extent, "The week cate wee 
not appear to be worked at all, 
Aa gc one village, situsted in the vicinity of the olf Portuzuese fort, and 
ntaining from 150 to 200 hous 
‘Alero are six reservoirs and wells, the water of the well being unit to driake 
The climate probably differs in no essential particular from that of Bunder Abbas, 
‘There is practically io cultivation. 
tn the date season, nearly all the inhabitants go to work at Minabe 
site island is-under the Deputy. Governor of Buuder Abbas, and has no Chief or 
Kalantar, 
(Signed) VERE HUNT. 


———— 
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Tnelosure t in 
Lord G. Hamilton to Goverument of Initia, 


India Office, June 14, 1901 
ind May on tho subject of the 
‘ew of certain contingencies, 
& copy of your Bxcelleney’s. letter to. the Foreign 
but there are certain points upon which I request that you will furnish the 
with further information. 

There appears to he some doubt as to the exact position of the Kalantar in 
the Tlanils of Kishmand Henjam, He is spoken of in Lieutenant Hunt’s Report as if he 
were practically beyond the control of the Naib Governor of Bundor Abbe, of whose 
district the islands are nominally an appanage. On the other hand, it fe stated 

letter that Sheik Hassin, who was Kalantar when Lieutenant “Hunt yroto, 

” to have since been superseded. It is. of importance that the local conditions 
of the various places should be definitely ascertained, and, in particular, whethor the 
Position of the Kalantar is hereditary, and of sufficient practical independence to make 

gement with him possible tically dvi ther he is merely, 

e to removal at any time by the Persian Government, 

4. As to the Isthmus of Maklab, T lo not clearly understand whether it forms a 
Part of the undoubted territories of the Sultan of Museat, ar whether the Arab tsthes af 
ie Mncality claim independence, In the former ease the action suggested by: your 
Excelleney's Government might in some eireumstances raise a question nith the reek 

ernment under the Anglo-French Declaration of 1862, 

5. T commend farther to your Eseelleney’s consideration the question liow far 

es of preparation could be quietly taken iu antieipation of the eantingencies to 
whieh this correspondence refers, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 





No, 238, 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardingo, 


Foreign Office, June 17, 1901, 
HALAVE received your dospatch No, 57 of the 12th April, relitivo to. tho steps 
ich are being taken by the Porsian Customs Administmtion to establish eauers 
houses at Mohammerah and at the smaller ports on the south const of Persin: 
Nour proveeings in gard to this matter, and the language whieh you held to 
M. Naus, as reported in your despateh, are approved by is Majesty's Govsraniene 
¥ 


am, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 239. 
Initia Offce to Foreign Offce.— (Received June 19.) 


TILE UnilerSccretaty of State for Tndin presents his conipliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dirvetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelorures re 
Goverment of Tdia Rorsign Secretary's letter dated tho 230d May, regarding. the 
customs arrangements at Mohammera 

India Office, June 18, 1901, 


————$————— 





Od 
Inclosure 1 in No. 239. 
Lieutenant-Colone? Kemball to Government of India. 


si Bushire, April 27, 1901. 
SY 1 WAVE the linour to forward, for the information, of the Gow sey 
india, copies of the correspondence on the subject of the inte is m 
eae Government of the control of the eustoms arrangements at 
Mobammerali, aa ; 
(Signed) A KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 25: 
Siy AL Hardinge to Lieutenaut-Colonel Kemball. 


i Tehran, April Wt, 1901. 
Peletaphie,) En elain, : 2, 190 
Cele ey Aiscugeed Sheikl’s relations Cistoms with Persian Gi remanent 
M, Nas, whilst realiz nigers of armed conflict says, settlement eannot long 
eiayerd, a4, in view of Pesvin’s fhuancial position, Tt is imperative that Gover, 
Tei shout establish clfective control in some form or other over Mohammerah 
Customs. ate 
ee ecm desirable. Shoikh, should be clearly wziven to Dvlersand that whi 
very effort willbe mde to yooure is. prestige aid authority over Arabs, we camiot 
support him fn uncompromising resistance to reasonable proposals lyPexpansoiayeris 
ment, and that if he docs so latter may: use against him, Let m iy 
Totter what you ndvise 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 299. 
Lieutennt-Colonel Kemball (0 Sir de Hardinge 


Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknossledue re 
Lath April, on the sibject of the assuunptic 
contol of the Customs arrangements at Mohann eH sm 
Opinion, thes wil eno objetion in giving the Shik clearly to understand that it 
is Impossible for usito support him in uncompromising resistance to the reason: 
area Hxvallency will ne, trom a perusal of the ‘Me eran ani he 
sist of the conversation hold hy Lieuteuant-Colonel Mule sith the 
Sl aniiealy in oh 1000, whieh was forwarded to Mr. nas ae in ts TEN 
pwuth, that the Sheikh was then elearly informed that we ald Belt su: 
against the Persion Goyernment, and he ae me _ a Pe pine me terse 

4 funeuit will take lis si ig the reasonal 

ig ana onc a ee cen 
if the Sheileh fs again informed (hat he cannot expect the support of Lis Majesty's 


i o side it is I for the 
is vertainly a dificult one, On the one side ii is esses $ 
i Gdavernment fit the point-of yiow of thet finauers, a well i ee 
trative convention hat the control of the Custonis at Mobamn hs te Gas whee 
th the Karn River stiould ye jn. the hans of that Goversinent, On the other ste, 
sition takoit up ty the Sls fs that it is impossite Ze him to eonsent t9 0+ to 
tiny the establishiniust of th jan Customs within tho is is of pees 
Hou, No gampronise, We declares posi as is wibos will. be certain to 
sneroachnvent on their cherished . a 
ete tis Is worth to t deri 
rinient intend to carey Uieir proposals into elfeel, 
only reinains for him to wash his hands of the affair, and to retire to his Turkish 
states, ‘ = iat 
‘ i it « votsiderable British trade interests at 
It is purely, T take it, on account of the consi a e : 
Molummeral and on the Karun that our interference in the matter can erste: 
‘We cannot but admit that the desire of the Persian Government to establish 
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Customs in the place is reasonable, and their 9 unquestionable, but on 
account of our trade interests and of the possibility of serious trouble and dislocation 
of tmde being oceasioned by the introduction of the new régime, we are undoubtedly 
within our rights in claiming an interest in the matter, and in ascertaining. from 
the Persian Government what their proposals are. ‘This we have done, and from the 
information which your Excelleney hay been good enough to: funighe me itn pears 
that the Persian Government have every wish to treat the Sheikh liberally and ina 

intory spirit, and further that they recognizo the possibility of trouble when the 
reforms ate introduced, and presumably intend to take adequate measures for the 
protection of trade. Whether the likelihood of trouble is so great as the Sheikh 
makes out it is difficult to say, but I think it may be taken for granted that the 
Persian Government are inn better position than we are to gauge the situation 
accurately, and that it is to their interest to see that the new measures are introduced 
with as litfle trouble as possible, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALE, 
His Britannic Majest ting Consul-General for 
Fars and Khusistan, 





No. 240, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received June 19.) 


verotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 

ry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sccrotary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 80th May, respecting Museat 
affairs, 


India Office, June 18, 1901, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 240, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kembail to Government of Initia, 
(Teloaraphic.) Bushire, April 2 
ent at Museat telegraphs that French mansof-war * Jean Burl,” 
Ponsitl left Muscat for Sur on tho 18th April, taking mails for another 
French war. He asks that ship of war should he sent to observe their in 
iments Xx" line left for Kurrachiee, and there is only one man-of-war here which, | 


think it advisable to keep on account of Koreit. Can. you ask Naval Commando 


wins 
hief to send shi 


Inclosure 2 in No, 240, 


Lieutenant-Colanel Kembail to Government of India. 
(Confidential,) Bushire, April V1, 1901. 

» ite a reforence to the letter dated the rd April, 1901, 
from the Political Agent, Museat, to my address, copy of which, Captain Cox informs 
me, has been sent direct to you, on the subject of the unequal levy of dues in the 
outlying ports of Oman. 

It is not possible for me to place the Royal Indian mail 
aat the disposal of the Political Agent, Muscat, for the purpose ref 
The * Lavre xl to Bombay early in May in order to be docked, and, 
micanwhile, is likely to be required for what I consider to be more pressing work in the 
Persian Gulf, OL the two ships of His Majesty's navy: now in the Gulf, Hlis Majesty's 
and His Majesty's ship “Pigeon,” one could probably be spared later 
on. At present the “Sphinx ” is at Bussorabs, to which place she was ordered to proceed 
by the Naval Commander-in-chief. She will, T understand, return to Bushire in about 
ten “on” is at present required here on some special service, and 
ible to say when she can be spared, 
11615) $ 
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4, With regard to the question of placing a ship temporar 
lis Highness the Sultan, for the purpose of conveying him to Sur, T have the honour to 
submit the following remarks :— 

It would appear trom the Political Agent's letter that the Sultan's desi 
ihe ship, which may be placed at his disposal. to. convey him to Sur, should rex 
Sur or in its neighbourhood for so long as His Highness requires her presence, 
Sultan, it appears, has been considering the question of the better control of 
Ciistoms arrangements at Sur, and, with this end in view, has issued instructions for the 
Duilding of wall whieh wll necessitate all exports and imports leaying, ani entering 
the town by asingle wate.” As the building of the wall is not progres 
His Highness wishes to proceed to Sur to see that the work is completed. Having no 
ship of his own (o convey him, though he hopes to be able to procure. one before long, 
ihe suites whether one of His Majesty's ships could he placed at his disposat, so that she 
enild come and go, as he sags, until his business there is finished, 

1, So far as ie question referral to in Captain Cox! letter is concerned, namely, 
thw unequal levy of Customs dues in the outlying ports of Oman, Lam of opinion that 
the interests of the British Tndian traders are hardly of sui portance to jus 
tis in complying with the Sultan's request, which, it'scems to me, may be hell to imply 
in the prevent instance that we should afford him the moral support of the presence of 
one of our ships to enable him to consolidate his authority at Sur. It is true that our 
trailers may have reasonable grounds for complaint in that more dues are levied from 
item than trom is Highness on subjects, but, nt the: same time, Tt secs to me that 
tho urgency ‘of this, complaint is not sich as would justify wy in undertaking the 
responsibility if giving the Sultan what might, perhaps, tie considered. our acl 

sistance in the matter, 1 belies re would he no objection in allowing the 
ultan to proceed to Sur in on Majesty's ships, provided that the Political 
‘Agent accompanied hin, anil the Commander of the ship had no objection to offer, but 
Tam doubtful if the request, as now preferred by His Highness, is one which would 
ommend itself to the Cov Tatlin, On tho other han, there ure unvdouliedly 
‘other reasons why, in, the existi ‘on of affairs al Sur, it would be convenient for 
iis ta see the Sillai'y authority at that place strengthened, and I have, therefore, the 
Honour to refer Hie matter to the Government of India for their decision as to how far 
the reaquest of the Satan eau be vomplied with 

‘As it wos hardly possible for me to comply with the request contained in the 
conclutling paragraph of Captain Cox’ Totter, and asthe Sultan wishes to take an early 
portunity UF proseaing to Sar, Lvoald requast tha, if possible, Limay be favoured 
‘ith the views OF Goverment in He matter by telegram. 


Tnelostire 8 in No, 240. 
Government of India to Rear-Admival Bosanyuet, 


(Pelographic Sinta, Aprit 25, 1901. 

AGENT, Maseat, wires: 

French mansof-war Jean Bert,” with French Consul, left Museat for Sur, 
18th April, taking mails for another wansof-war. Agent recommends that man-of-war 
he sent to watch movements, None available in Gulf, 

Please inform if’ vessel available for above purpose. 


Tnclosure tin No. 240, 


Reay-ddmiral Hosunquet (0 Government of India. 


seraphie.) Trincomalee, Aprit 26, 1901. 
YOUR No, 289. 
dean Bart” left Aden for France, 28rd April, No French mau-of-war known to 
he now in Gulf, 
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Inclosure 5 in D 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Kurrachee, April 29, 1901. 
MUSCAT, 27th April. 
‘eInfernet ” left on 25th April, presumably for Sur. 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 240, 
Government of India to Captain Cox, 


(Telegraphic.) Simla, April 80, 1901. 
YOUR telegram, 27th April 
What is “Infernet” 


Tnclosure 7 in No, 240. 
Government of India to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 


(elegrapbie.) imla, May 2 1901, 
POLITICAL Resident, Persian Gulf, desires a second man-of-war in Gulf, Can 
you arrange to send vessel and order her to eall. at Muscat ? 
Please inform where are * Marathion ” and “ Coxsack ” at present. 


Inclosure $ in No. 240, 


Rear-Admirat Bosanquet to Governinent of Init, 
(Confidential 
(elegeaphies) ‘Trincomalee, May %, 1901, 
YOUR No. 311: 
“Gossick ” left Bushive for Koveit, the 20th April, Marathon” and. Spl 
are on passage to Bushire: if possible, will direct * Marathon ” (to) call at Museat, 


Tuelosure 9 in No, 240, 
Cupiain Cox to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic. Jusk, May 3, 1901, 
FRENCH cruiser “Jean Bart” astived this morning from China, probably en 
voute for France, 


Inclosure 10 in No. 240, 
Government of Iulia to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Telegraphic.) Simla, May 6, 1901. 
YOUR No. 71, the 11th April, and telegram, the 28rd April 
Admiral telegraphs, the Srd May, that ** Marathon and * Sphinx” are on passage 
to Bushire, and that “Marathon” vould, if possible, be direeted vo call at Muscat. Tf 
Cos still requires ship for his visit to Sur, you might arrange to let him have “ Marathon.” 
He may use his diseretion as to taking Sultan with him, 
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{nclosure 11 in No, 240. 
Captain Cor to Government of India. 


(Welegraphi Kurrachee, May 7, 1901, 
MUSCAT, the 4th May: 
Your telegram of the Oth April, “Infernet,” French cruiser, arrived at Museat, 
the 21st April, left for Sux, the 25th April, where she remai 


Inclosure 12 in No, 240. 


Rear-Admiral Bosanquet to Government of India. 
(Bextraet,) 
(Pelegvaphie.) A 
OWING to break in cable my directions to “Marathon to call at Museat on the 
way to Bushire did not reach her in tim 


Inclosure 13 in No, 240, 
Livutenunt=Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushire, April 530, 1901. 

IN continuation of my confidential telegram, dated the 28rd April, 1901, on the 
subject of the departure of the French man-ot-war “Jean Bart” for Sur, Ehave the 
Hotiour to forward copy of a letter from the Political Agent, Muscat, 


Inclosure 14 in No. 240, 
Captain Cor to Lieutennt-Colowel Kembatl 


(Confidential) Musent, Apri 1. 
TN confirmation of my telegrams of the 16th al 18th instant, T have the honour 
to report as follows: 
The R. French ecuiser “Jean Bart” arrived here on the morning of the 16th 
i}, and on dropping anchor saluted the Museat flag, {is Highness, the Sultan, 
away ut the tine, no visits were exchanged between the ship and the Sultan: 
Ww French Consul retuned to Museat ou the 1th Aprilin the mai steamer, 
vg Wiel him sv mand packages containing the enneiform bricks collected 
hy the Do Morgan Arelawologival aul referred to in this Office letter, dated 
lg 80th ultinio s the packages wore shipped on the ‘Jean Bart,” anid she left 
dn the momings of the 18th April with the French Consul aud his Deagom 
Axia, ow bo 
3. Captain: Cox, aecompanied by Dr, vou Kraift, of the Indian Geological Survey, 
had proceedidl to Sur ina Inwgalov on tho Mth April; the departure of the French 
Consut was probably hastoned by this fact, and from roports of boats from Sur it appears 
that M, Ottavi reaclied his destination before the British Consul, which contingeney 
the latter was ansious to ayold, : 
4, On the morving of the 20th instant, the TR. Rrench cruiser  Infernet * 
aived, and, in accordance with custom, saluted the Sultan's fla. Shortly. after she 
dropped anchor, M, Goxiyer, accompanied hy « poon from the French Consulate, pro- 
eoudlod on board. Nothin lias transpired as to her contemplated movements, but Lam 
informed by Sniyid Muhiammad-bin-Turki that the French Consul is expecting a man-of= 
war to be stationed hore during the sam despatel-boat between this pla 
and Sur, Whether the * Infernet.” i er, has come for this purp 
va snullcr ship will he detailed, Lain unable to state, but there are rumours 
ship is expected, The “Tufernet "left at daybreals on the 25th April, 
presumably for Sue. 
Tn view of the increased display by the French of their armed power in Oman: 
©, Pasked in my telegram if you gold arrange with the Senior Naval Ofieer to 
British ship placud at my disposal, and I venture to urge the importance of this, 
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especially at this time of the year, when decisive steps will have to be taken by the 
dhow-ossners as to whether they will hold to their compact with His Highness the Sultan 
or remain under French protection. 

In addition to watehing the movements of the French ien-of-var, it will be 
advisable to have a ready means of communication with Sur, as during the stay there of 
the French Consul it is the centre of their activities. From your letter of 1901 to the 
Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign Department, with referenco to this 
Office, dated the 3rd April, 1901, T am aware that the advisability ot allowing His 
Highness, the Sultan, the use of any of our ships to proceed to Sur avaits sanction, 





No, 241. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 20.) 


Sir, India Office, June 18, 1901. 
IAM directed by Lord George inmilton to inclose a copy of telegraphic corre= 
spondenee with the Vieeroy* on the subject of tho provision of Sepoy guards for 
British Consulates in Persia, referred to in your letter of the 7th ultimo, 
Lord Lansdowne will observe that the Vicoroy is strongly in favour of Sir A, 
i proposal, Ie proposes a total strength of 150 mon under two officers at an 
ial cost of 75,000 rupees, and a recurring annual charge of $0,000 rupees 
exclusive of free rations, forage, and quarters. As to this Lord Georgo Hamilton 
n his opinion, ono British officer, who should be seconded 
nt, would be suificiont, 
wil to the incidence of cost, Tam to point out that the charge of the 
te guards at Bushire, Meshed, and Scistan, which are believed to 
aggregate about 180 men, is borne by Indian revenues. Lord George Hamilton is, 
therefore, of opinion that. the charge for the proposed new Consular guards elsewhere 
should fall upon Imperial revenues, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | A, GODLEY, 


Tnolosure in No. 241, 


Government of Indiu to Lord G. Hamilton, 
June 5, 1901. 


Proposal ' il lias our leartiest support. We an: 
willing to send India equivalent: to Russians, to all points in North Persia, 
‘and guards of slightly superior strength to all points in South. We attach great 
i nee 10 numerical superiority. in, South, so. as to empl tlirto 
Ver is serve in native army 
hs and Hindus hy class groups. 
© soldiers, With suitable est 
bout $0,000 rupees a. 

forage, and quarters. Initial charge might be about 75,000 rupees. We infer thint 
Ais Majesty's Government will bear whole or at least greator part of charge, 


No. 242. 
India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received June 20.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrstary of State, copy of inelosures in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 80th Muy, regarding the effairs 
of the Ameer of Dtbali. 

A copy will be sent to the Intelligence Division, War Oilice. 

India Office, June 20, 1901. 


# No. 170, 
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Tuclosure 1 in No. 242, 


Government of Bombay to Government of Tndia. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Boubay Castle, April 25, 1901, 

1AM directed to forward herewith, for the inforuation of the Government of India, 


‘of a Confidential letter, dated the H01, from the Political Resident, 


2. Lam atthe sume tine to say that, in vie 

and around tes under British proteetion, th 

tlie Foreign Office mizht be moved to 

action of the Turks in th 

J. L. JENKINS, 
etiny Secretary to Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 242, 


Political Resident, Aden, to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential) 

LHAVE the honour to report that I have just receiv fi nicer of 
Diha omplaining that the Commander of the Turkish Al Julila constantly 
antioys und assuulls his subjects who puss from Dthali to the market at his village of 
AL Hussein, 

AI Jalila is situate midway between Dehali and Al Hussein, and anyone passing 
Detween the (wo must necessarily pass AT Jalili, ver reports that lately rites 
were fired at his men by order of the Turkish Commi it Al Jalila, The Ameer 
further reports. that the Turks are preparing to build a fort near AL Katha, one of 

, and that the fort is to he erected on Jabal Al Shafi and that wood and stone 
have been ordered for this purpose. Le elaiius the site as his own, and represents that 
We should! interfere on his behalf, beings under the protection of the British Government. 

. The Sultan of Labo) reports that the Turks are endeavouring to win over the 
people uf Behan and also the Upper Aulaki and the Wabidi, and these reports 
contirmed by the statement of a rin of considerable influence amd power in those parts, 
who in addition that he had been employed by the Turks to win over the Ameer 
of Beda, but that, he had evaded the matter. ‘The Sultan of Lake} also states that 
‘Parkish Mugs have been the people nentioned, 

None of the people menti this parngraph, with the exception of the 
‘io under treaty with the British Government, bit we ure in almost dail 
with some of them, and have been for yeors, ‘Curther, L would point out that if the Turks 
win over the Ameer of Beda aud the Upper Aulaki, the main caravan routes between 
Aden and the Hadramant would be closed against us or heavy imposts levied from the 
rule using them, 

’s. It may be noted that the Turks sees partioulasly active just now all round and in 

Protectorate, beg , then further north and eastwards with the 
Amecti, then eastwards again with the Ameer of Beda and the people of Behan, the 
Upper Aulaki and the Walid and as reported in my Letter, dated the sth Mare, TOOL, 
with a sub-tribe of the Lower Auliki on the sea coast at Sheikh, Hurbo. 

44. For names of places please consult Wahab’s maps and the may compiled in the 
Autelligence Division, War Orfice, 1893. 

5. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the India Office, London. 


Inclosure 8 in No, 242. 


Government of Tidia to Government of Bombay. 


(toes) ‘Sila, May 17, 1901. 


YOUR letter dated the 25th April. Please refer to my telegram of the Zed April, 
1900. Has the Resident ever addressed to the G al of Yemea the warnin; 


an 


fied as to the correctness of information about ‘Turkish 

ntrigues with Upper Aulaki and Wahidi tribes, there is no objection to his adding that 
relations with the British Government which are incompatible with 

Turkish interva theie allairs, Resident should report result for our information. 





No. 243: 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 

(No. 2L) 

(Telegraphic.) PB. Foreign Office, June 21, 1901. 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 49 of the 2nd “Api lust respecting 

Indian guards ab British Consulates in Persia, the Vieeroy of India telegraphs a8 

follows :— 


“Your telegram of the Lith May, Proposal in Hardinge's letter of the 2nd April 
has our heartiest support. willing to send fndian guawds, equivalent, to 
Russians, to all. points i nsia, anid guards of slightly superior strength 
to all points in South. grent importance to numerical superiority. in 
Sonth, so as to emphasize our hisherto unchallenged supremacy, Very fow: Shins 
my, but contingent could he completed with Sunnis or 

Hindoos by class groups, A Inner eos 
soldiers, with suitable establish 
rupees seyear, € 
about 75) 
least greater p: 

Please furnish an estimato, if possible, for the rations, fo 
these troops. 

One British officer would be sufficient in our opini 





No. 2th. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 21, 1901, 
WITIT refercuce to your letter of the 12th December, 1900, snd the note which 
ws addressed to tho ‘Dirkish Ambassidor on the 21st of the same month, 1 am 
dirocted. by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be laid before Lord 
George Hamilton, » copy of a note from Anthoponlo, Pasha, in whieh, by the 
instructions of the Turkish Goverment, he again formally asserts fhe rights of the 
Sultan over the nine protected tribes in, the neighbourhood of Aden, 
The views of Ifis Majesty's Government with regard (0 thelr rights over theso 
ies have been frequently notified to the Porte, and are mentioned in the two notes 
Which the Turkish Ambassador refers in his present communic: view 
of tlie formal manner in which the claim of the Sultan is now asserted, Lam to inquire 
syhether, in Lord George Hamilton’s opinion, it would not be desirable to reply by an 
equally formal refusal to acknowledge the claim, repeating the expressions used in. 
Lond Granville’s note of the 10th Jantiary, 1883, as given in the inclosed extract, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "I, H, SANDERSON, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 214. 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne, June 11, 1901, 
[Seo No. 224.) 





Inclostire 2 in No, 244, 
Exivact from Lord Granvitlé's Note to the Turkish Ambassador, January 10, 1888. 


YOUR Excellency is well aware that frequent communications have passed 
Wetween Her Majesty’s Gi nid the Ottoman Government during the last 
nis between the latter snd the tribes round Aden, 
ish Govern Tt lias been repeatedly 
laim to sovercisnty over these tribes cannot 
mized, and that interference with them wil 
from time to time been received that instructions to tha 
to the Governor-General of Yemen. 
Tt is therefore with some surprise that Her Majesty's Government have read 
Jin’s despatch, in which pretensions which have so often been declared to be 
isible are again put forward. 
sty’s Government have no intention of withdrawing from the position 
consistently mu n this question, and they do not reco: 
ny question as to their dealings with the Rulers of 





No, 245, 
Si A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitoirne,—(Received June 22, 


(No, 30.) 
(Melegraphie.) Ps Tehran, June 22, 1901, 
SEISTAN. T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram No. 20 
of the 15th instant, x 
It is difficult to bo sure of anything in this country of ies, but T have no valid 
reuson for believing that the alienation of the revenues of the Scistan Crown land: 
contemplated hy the Persian Government. 
T now heat by telegraph, from His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed, that onters 
Have been sont to Tishmat to go thither, and that there will be disturbances in Seistan 
if ho goes to, Meshed, Colonel Trench urges that we should let the Per 
ment, know openly that any endeavours to inflict punishment 
friendly attitude towards British interests will be resented by Tis Mi 
mont, 
in compliance with the onlers transmitted to me by your 
for some time past spoken to the Grand Vizier about ‘Seistan, but T have to call 
on His Highness on Monday next, when the opportanity might present itself for my 
hhottioning the Wishmut uh Mull We ave aliays reproached. by the Persians for 
Joaving our friends without support, andl they sty that to that must be attributed the 
fact of our having lost so many friends, ‘Tain afraid that if we abandon him our 
influence in Seistin will he lost and will yo to Russia, 
As last resort it would probably prove effective to give the Porsian Government 
a hint that, in the event of Hishmat’s deposition and troubles arising in Seistan in 
nistyuence, military detachment might be sent over the bonler from India, as after 
the murder of Mr, Graves, for the protection of Indian traders, 





No. 246, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lausiiowne.—(Received June 24.) 


Confidential.) 
Tehran, May 12, 1901. 
the honour to report, in confirmation of my telegram No. 19 of to-day's 
that I spoke to the Atabeg-i-Azam yesterday evening about the rumours which had 
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been spread in Tehran during the last few days that a fresh Russian loan was in 
contemplation, and that M, Golubofi’s presence here was connected with some such 
heme. 

His Highness assured me in the most emphatic terms that there was absolutely no 
foundation for these ramours. M. Goluboff was here simply to study the revision of the 

icle of the Treaty of Tarcomanchai, in accordance with the wishes of M. Nous, 

hehimself (the Ataber-i-Azam) had expressed last summer at St. Petersburgh to 

M. de Witte, He could give me his word of honour that there was no question of any 
fresh loan, 

[thinked his Highness for this declaration, aud observed that if the financial 
sireumstan Persia should ever oblige him to.consider the question of a further 
oan, L hoped that before concluding it le would show his friendship for His Majesty's 
Government by taking us into his confidence and informing us of its proposed conditions, 
‘as we might in such case be able to give nsefal advice to the Persian Government, 

‘The Atabeg-i-Azam said he gave me his word that he would consult, me before 
contracting any new loan, He eamestly hoped that the reforms he was making in the 
financial administration would render such & step, which he would greatly. dislike and 
deprecate, unnecessary, He hegzed me to tell. your Lordship this, 

T said that L would not fail to do so, and that I took note with much satisfaction of 
the assurauces he had bean good enough to give me, 

Lhave, & 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 247. 


Sir A. Harding to the Marquess of Lunsilowne-—(Received June 24.) 


Teliran, May 16, 1901, 
ie honour 10 report, with reference to my despatch No. 30 of the 

32nd February, thatthe. Alahogsi-Azam informe me today that he. nd suceeded ft 
ool deal o Pa 


pa ve a subsidy trom the Persia 

Government. and a Be eer hail been engaged for the technieal part of the 

is gentle ne is M, dle Brucy, and! whose official title fs.“ Dineotour 

Chanssé Jouvernemont P informs me that he will leave Tehran 
uation of Hi 


(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGE, 





No. 248, 


Sir a. Hordinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 78. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 20, 1901, 

U HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a summary’ furnished to 
me from a confidential Persian source of the reports sent ftom Shiraz to the Atabexi 
Azam on the recent disturbances in that city. ‘These reports evidently emanate from a 
quarter not vers friendly to the Shoah-es-Siilfanch, and ist be received with a good deal 
of caution, but they probably contain a eertain modicum of truth. 

My Russian colleague recently informed me that it hal been rumoured in Tehran 
that Lfhad espoused the cause of the Kawameul-Mulk, and had demanded the recall of 
the Shoales-Sultanch, threatening that if the Persian Goverament refused this 
fequest, and troubles arose in consequence in Fars, His Majesty's Government woul 
lanl a force from India at Bushire to maintain onder and protect British interests in 
Shiraz ‘The Batizam-ul-Mamalik, the Kawam’s son, who is now in ‘Tehran, also told 

T 
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Alii Kuli Khan that he had bened that His Majesty's Leation would interfere on his 
father’s behalf, 

In view of these reports and of the credulity of the Pers 
to reassure the Shoahi-es-Sultaneh, with whom I friend ng pe 
long visit and presented im with a pair of Mauser pistols before his departure fo 
Government. I therefore, in writing to recommend to His Lmperial Highness the British 
Resident st Bushire, who is about to proceed to spend the summer at Shiraz, took 
occusion to refer to them and to express a hope that His Imperial Highness would attach 
tio credence to them, adding that if ever T intervened, which was very unlikely, in the 
internal troubles of the Province of Fars, it would only be to support his authority as 
thy Representative of the G uent to which [was accredited, It appeared to me to be 
‘as well that T should r aise of suspicion ftom the mind of the Shoah 
Sultanch, who is, 1 belie ILalfected to the Htussian policy of the Persian 
Government, and who might be made a useful friend to us in the south of Persi 

‘The Entizan-ul-Mamalik told my interpreter that his Imperial Highness was 
behaving in a very tyrannical manner, and had announced his intention of doubling the 
tuxes paid by (he province. He further stated that the Shoah hud seat farraskes to bring 
him himself” by forew into his presence, and that these men hd forced their way for the 
purpose into his futher’s harem, with the result that they had been heatey and driven out 
by the Kawam's servants, On the other hand, Abbas Kuli Khan, who is binselt a 
Shirizi, hears from friends in that city that His Imperial Highness is zovernine with vigour 
and justice, and that, if he is merciless to nobles and rich men like the Kawam, he is 
‘Anxious to protect the poorer classes, an suffers no one to plunder but himself. 

‘The Kawam is on his way to Tehran with an escort of 500 armed retainers. 1 hear, 
on good authority, that the Atabegt Azam, although not well disposed towards the 
Shoal, of whose rapacity aud recklessness hie speaks very openly, will not venture to ta 
the Kawan’s part azainst his, aud that that nobleman will be appotuted to the dignitied 
and Iuetntive post of Guardian of the Holy places of Khorassan (the present occupant of 
which, # very axed and infirm grandee, is about to resign), and will thus be obliged to 
leave Fars for Meshed. 

T have: rvccived tuany complaints from Notables of Irek who desire British 
protection against the high-handed violence snd extortion alleged by them to be practised 
by another of the younger sons of the Shah, His Imperial Highness the Azad-es-Sultan, 
who bias lately been sent there as Governor; but I have not deemed it judicious of 
indeed possible, even at the risk of driving my petitioners to apply to the Russian 
Legation, to afford them any hope of assistance, "The fuct is that all these young Princes, 
well aware of the precarious state of their Royal father's health, and of the consequent 
uncertainty of their own tenure ns Governors, are resolved to inake the most of thei 
‘opportunities, and knowing that their time is’ short, go about secking whom they may 
devonr, to ths great distress of the wealthy nobles and merchants who ave temporarily 
placed under their rule, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnolosure in No. 248, 


Memorandum, dated 14th Muharram, 1319 (May 4, 1901), from Shiraz to the 
Atabeki Ax 
(iranslation,) 

__ THE binding of Shiraz has heon met by the luck of moderation of His Imperiat 
Highness Shoabi-es-Sultaneh, the new Governor, Before the arrival of His Highness at 
Shiraz, Kawam sent his own son, Entizam-ul-Mamalek with fifty mounted men to Abadeh, 

ages distant from Shiraz, bearing 5,000 ashrafis (equivalent to some 10,000 tomans) 
ind twelve Arab horses and mates, with about %,000 tomaus, besides gifts and presents. 
‘The Kawain’s son was admitted to the presence, He made obeisance. 
iess made no sign of graciousness 
zani-ulsMamaick, this if not a present worthy of me. I have written down 
’s name in my book for 100,000 tor . Go back and prepare this sum for the 
ent into exile several Ulema.stirrers-up 
(the most respected Almi of Fars and a 
of the Imam Jania and two mor 
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should he met by cighty silver maces, which were got together with considerable 
Aifficulty.) 

So His Hichness dismissed the Kawam’s son with every mark of indignity, and 
proceeded to Shiraz with the emblems of Royalty and his own following, and took up his 
abode, outside the town, in the garden of the late Sahib Divan. 

Before Shoah's arrival, Kawam and all the Notables nnd Nobles of Furs and the 
Ulemta of every degree had sworn on the Koran chat, if the Shoah committed any excees 
and molested the Kawam, the Ulema and Notables of the town and the people would rise 
‘en masse against the Shoal and place themselves under the protection ot the British 
Government. Fortunately for the Persian Government, the British Consul-General was 
not in Shiraz, Had the English flag been floating in Shiraz instead of in Bushire, Kawam, 
‘with all his kith and kin and the Notables of Fars, would have taken refuge under it, and, 
having done so, it would have been impossible for him to repent the step and return to his 
allegiance to Persia, 

The Shoah, enter rk, took up his residence at Tmarati Khorashid, Mere 
Kayain and the Notables presented themselves in all humility aud took up their stand 
before the “talar” (audie The Shoal, who had before the time seen the presents, 
wanted to put the Kawam in chains and get 100,000 tomans from hin. His. Imperial 
Highness, in speaking to the Kawam, gradually got warm, and was just about to give 
onlers to seize him, when there (the Palace a clamour of voices brawling, 
‘They cate and told the Prines that 500 mounted Bebainen (the most courageous 
uibesmen of Fars) and 1,000 footmen, with guns, were in the Palace square, und the 
whole population of the town, having closed the bazaars and shops, had surrounded the 
ak on all sides, with arms in their hands, This news set the Shoal ablaze, and he began 
to pour out insults on the Kawam. he latter said, “These aro the Mkhani’s cavalry 
come to receive your Highness, I will just go and sec3”” and he bounded like an angry 
fion out of the Prince’s presence, A regiment of the Shoabs soldiers, armed with guns 

provided with iting Shouh’s onders to seize Kawau; but he 


“Soldiers of the P dill level this, building to the genund: in 
10 minutes, with a oF ped! off, with 1,000 mounted men and 
foot soldiers right and left of his, and reached Shah Chiragh, a highly-vencrated shrine in 
Shiraz. 

All the Ulema Notables and populace, closing the shops and bazaars, raised a 
clamour. and called out to the Prince: If you get out of this town in three hours you 
save your life, otherwise we will sweep all your people out of life with bullets.” The 
Shoal), seeing his lag going down, sont his personal Vizir and right-hand man to Kawam 


» with 150 men for his. protect e to Shah Chiragh to 
reconcile him and givé him assurances, ‘The Farsis, surrouni inst got hold 
of these men, fifty id stripped them stark naked, then drove them through 
the streets with whips like beasts, ‘Then they got hold of the Prince's Envoy Plenipo= 
tentiary outside Shah Chiragh, stripped him and put a prostitutes dress on. him, 
shaved his moustaches, put a Kerchiet over his head instead of his kolah, painted him 
ap like a woman, put him on a donkey without a saddte, and carried hin round the 
streets and bazaars with a band of minstrels in front, and, with every sort of insult and 
indignity, brought him to the space in front of the ark.” Here they set him free, plundered 
all the ‘insignia, trappings, carriages of the Shoah—everything there was. For two days 

st the ark has been in a state of siege; the Shoah's soldiers are nearly starved to death 5 

‘awam is in the Shah Chiragh, and’ the Notables have sworn an oath in the big 
Mosque that, if the Prince is not summoned to. ‘Tehran, the whole of Fars and the 
Gulf ports will become British subjects, It is for the Persian Government to. give 
orders, 
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No, 249. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne—(Received June 


(No. 79. Confident 
My Lord, 20,1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that His Imperial Highness the Valiahd arrived in 
‘Teliran from Tabreez at 3 vat, on the afternoon of the 19th instant. I sent Mr. Vice 
Consul Grahame to the Bagh-i-Shah, a royal garden just outside the city gates, at which 
His Imperial Highness was officially received, to present my salaams to kim on his axrival, 
‘The Russian and French Legations, but’no others, were represented by European 
Deagomans changed with similar complimentary messa 

His Imperial Highness granted audicrices to the Turkish Ambassador and to the 
European Representatives having the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary on the afternoon 
of the 1th, recefving exch Heat! of Mission with his staff separately: His manner was 
genial and gracious, and he seas pleased to express a hope that he would see mo again 
nore than once before his departure from ‘Tehran, and that T would write to him from 
fime to time after his retitrn to Azerbaijan. He spoke in warwi terms of Mr. Wood, His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at abreez, and T thanked him for the many inarks of Kinduess 
whieh he had been good eno yon that officer, tind for the friendly allusions 
with which he had honoured him, L added that 1 hoped he would shortly accord me & 
private audience, which will afford me an opportunity of presenting the ¥ ch your 
Lordship tins. authorized me to offer him ay a marke of friendsiip on behalf of His 
Majesty's Government, 

oid deal less royal and 
dist . OF the latter, the three who hi 


m, the Salar-ed-Dowleh and the Azad-es« 

mother. ‘The Valiahd is short, extremely 

stout, especially about rolling gait observable among, som 
of the Exyptian Princes, ki about 30, perhi 
to his wearing ity do nt im from bei 


on his. tee lie rovle’ jyost, 
His somesvhat 


that, whilst 
the force of l few exceptions to all the 
Princes of his house. He understands Froneh, without deing alle to speak it Auently, 
and has lutely engaged a teacher of Russian, is 
Many’ romours are afloat us to the real reasons for is Taxperial Hi init to 
the eapitil. Lt is freely stated the people of Azerbaijan, wh our Lordship is 
aware, are more jinn, and, therefore, loss tolerant rary rate, are 
reatly dissatistiod with the administration of the Valin, which is much harsher and 
pacious than was that of the present Shah when hw governed as. Heix-Apparent at 
‘Tabreez, ‘There is no doubt that he is on very bad terms with the Nizaniees-Sultaneh 
Who, as his Chie! Minister, 1s supposed to be the de freto Administrator of the province, 
ul whos resignation on the ground that he could not work with His Imperial Hig 
Wis, at muy’ rate, the nominal éause of their joint summons to Tehran, 
Anotlier story which {have heard in several quarters is that the Vi 
‘AL intrigues set 07 foot by hiis younger brother, the Shoah-es-Si 
strong harem influences, for" the puxpose of taking adv 
Azerbiijan to depose hina fii his position as Heir-Apparent. 
on tho fact that his grandparents on both sides are of Royal blood, whereas the Valiahd’s 
maternal grondfather was the able, but lovweborn, first Prime Minister of Nasr-ed-Din 
Shab, the Amir-+Nizam Mirzw Taki, who, after enjoying that Monarch’s favour for 
soveral years, was, as your Lordship may remetber, eventually executed by him with 
great or being slowly bled to death by the opening of his veins in a bath. This 
Minister's diughter, by: Nasrscd-Din Shalis sister, was, married to the present Shah when 
‘Valiahd, ancl is the mother of His Imperial Highuess ; but her inarried life was not a happy 
ic. Ter inherited dislike to her husband and cousin, a5 the so of her father’s 
inurderet was combined, so the Persians assure m at repulsion whieb made 
her most umvilling to. share his bed, and. eventu: threaten, some say even 
actually to attempt, to poison him, Feeling unsafe with so fleree and dangerous a consort, 
Hip present Majesty, at her own urgent request, reluctaitly divorced her, a. step some. 


what unusual among Persian Mahommedans of the higher classes, and she has since 
married two other husbands, with the second of whom she is now living at Kubla. ‘The 
Valiahd, therefore, has no strong support in the Royal harem, whilst the mother of his 
younzer brother, the Shoah, who is said to bea Princess of a good deal of ability and 
chara ctaius her full inffuence over the Shah, What truth there is in all the Palace 
gossip is very but I give it to your Lordship for what it may 


the meanwhile, a new Minister” for Azerbaijan, 
law of the Atabeki Azam, has been dispatched as Acting 
Governor to Tabreez, He left this afternoon, and an official who was present at his 
departure informed me that, the Atabegi Azan publiely impressed on him the importance 
of cordially co-operating with the local Belzian Head of the Customs, whose difficulties 
with the Nizam-es-Sultaneh I haye already had the honour to report. 
peaking a day or two ago about the Valiahd’s visit and all the comments to whieh it 
nrise the Atabezi Azam observed to me that: His Imperial Highness had, #0 far 
as he could judge, done eatremely well at Tabreez, He had at one moment shared the 
impression that the Valiahd was unpopular there, but this had turned out to be the reverse 
of true. ‘The whole blame lay with the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, who had now been removed, 
and the Valiahd would return to Azerbaijan with wider powers than had been enjoyed by 
any previous Heir-Apparent f ars, ‘The Shab, His Highness added, was yery 
pleased with him, 

Tt should, of course, be remembered that the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, who began his 
career'a5 a humble retainer of the Atabegi Azain’s ova father, has been put forward by the 
Court party as a possible successor to him as Gi His Highness 
therefore, every reason to support the Valiahd and induce the Shab to do so too 
against in 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR I. HARDINGE, 


» 250, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdorene—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 80, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, May 22, 1901 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith « copy of Lieutenant-Colonel "Tr 
y for the week following his assumption of his’ duties as His Majesty's Consul- 
veral at Meshed, which contains some interesting particulars, as to the effect of the 
abolition of the inland customs dutics in Khorassan, and as (0 the alleged Russian 
pressure on the Governor-General to punish the Hishmut-ul-Mulk for his friendly 
attitude towards British interests, 

Since receiving this despatch, the telegram from Colonel ‘Trench respecting Seistan, 
the substance of which I forwarded in my telegram No. 21 of to-ay's date, has eome 
Thave the honour to inclose a copy of it herewith, as { thought it rather too lengthy for 
repetition, in view of the cost of telegrams from Persia, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR Hf, HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 260. 
Meshed Diary No, 19 for Week ending May 10, 1901. 


CALLED on the Russian Consul-General, I wag received with all due etiquette, 

but the manner of the Consul-General and his staff was markedly reserved, 
‘The following day the Russian Consul-General returned my call ; his manner was 

the same as at my first visit, 
‘There has been some excitement in the Shrine of the Imam Reza on account of the 
wishing to abolish all hereditary rights among the subordinate keepers 
and introducing the system so universal in Persia of putting the office up 
(1645) 8K 
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io the highest bidder, Ilis action has caused dissatisfaction, and a telegram has been 
sent to the Shah, demanding the continuance of their liereditary rights, 

It is said that, if they do not receive any answer from Tehran, they will invoke the 
iil of the two Consuls-General in Meshed. 

Nearly nil business was suspended in the town as a protest against the Customs 
authorities on the introdustion of the new Rules for the abolition of inland customs 
duties, 

i from M. Castaigne what could be the meaning of this action, seeing that, 
on thie fa the aholition of inland customs duties was « benefit to all traders. He 
explained to me that the Meshed merchants had large stocks of tea which they intended 
exporting to Afghanistan and Russia, and that, having already paid inland duty on these 
consignments, they were now asked’ to pay an enhanced duty for export, which they 
maintained was contrary to tie idea of the atteration in the Customs Rules, There i 
no doubt, that the sudden alteration will, if carried out, hit the merchauts who have 

stocks in hand very hard, 

Treceived a return visit from the Naier-ud-Dowlah, the Governor of Khorassan, I 
nade part of the interview a private one, and found him very intelligent and friendly. 
Ile is said to he entirely in the hands of the Russians, who are at present urging to 
© stringent measures against the Hashinut-ul-Mulk, whom they declare has allied 
nself with the English, and is openly defiant of all orders sent ‘hi y the Persian 
ment, ‘The Naier-ud-Dowlah questioned me about Seistan affairs and about the 
conduct of the Amir Hashmut-ul-Mulk, and seemed astonished at some of my state- 
ments. He asked if the Sartep Mir Mausum Khan had ed the Viceroy, and whether 
had anything the matter with his eyes. I assured him that his eyes were far trom 
mid that it hud not heen possible to cure them in Seistan either by the Russian or 
Indian doctor. He asked me whether I had a map of Seistan, and whether I woutd 
show it to him, 1 promised to bring it over next time Leame to sce him, and said 1 
hoped he would ook on me as an authority on Seistan, T shall hope to inerease my 
friendship with the Governor, and counteract adverse reports against us from Seistan. 

T paid along visit to M. Castaigne, the Head of the Customs in Khorassan, and 
discussed many points in. connection with the customs levied in Persia, and more 
specially the want of method thatat present existed in Seistan, I found M. Castaigne 
extremely pleasant, and apparently anxious to promote all prospects of trade by whatever 
route, it being, as hie remarked, entirely for their own benefit to see trade with Persia 
expanding. ‘There was one point whieh at present causes a great deal of annoyance to 
merchants, and which he agreed with me would be best if altered, It is that merchants 
who do not declare their goods at the irontior are called on to pay 3 per cent, on the 
ost of transport ntier to the town in whieh they declare their merchandize, 
jury A man Who doos not declare his goods in Seistan, bringing them from India, has to 

‘on arrival in Meshed 4 per cont. ad talorem, the value being calculated by adding 
the. cout of earsiage (othe pine of deatination to the original value of the gods 

vidi 

T pointed out that as there was at p 
it was not the fault of the merchant if he did not declare his goods there. M. Castaigne 
agreed, therefore, that in onder to encourage the Seistan route, this extra imposition 
should not for the present he puton the merchants, and said that a trained Belgian 
official should be 

‘This question of ealeulating value by adding cost of transport is one which must be 
kept in view, as it can easily be made to he detrimental to trade, 

M. Castaigue, at my interview with him, kindly withdrew tivo small claims his Depart 
mont had made against two British subjects, whieh was satisinctory, 
































































































no responsible Belgian Agent in Sei 




















(Signed) G, CHENEVIX-TRENCH, Lieitenant-Colonel, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 





feneral, Meshed. 
May 10, 1901. 









Inclosure 2 in No. 250. 






Consul-General Trench to Sir A, Hardinge. 






Meshed, M i le 
YOUR telegram No, 15, egies 
As litger scheme considered huzartous suggest following : 

You know Russian poliey towards Mashmatul-Mulk has been to firce Persian 
Govemment to squeeze him for arrears of revenue which he is really unable to pay, 
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Rassia hoping he may be removed and nominee of theirs put in his place so that they 
may come in at the end with offer of money as rescuer. In latter case Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
might reluctantly seek their aid failing out A Mamur is now there treating Benn with 
contumely courted by Russian Consul, putting great pressure on Hashmat for revenue 
and reporting unfavourably about him. 

‘Manmr's immediate claim is §,000 tomans, but Hashmat has been forced to sign 
ponds foranother 20,500 tomans to be paid by instalments from which he has paid, I hear, 
3,000 tomans, He could zet rid of Mamur for say 10,000 tomans and clear himself 
95,000 in ail, I suggest authorizing Benn to make him a present of up. to 
10,000 tomans (rather less than 2,000/,) enough to remove Mamur ; Tater we might help 
him with balance of 000 tomans. 

Thave every confidence in Hashmateal-Mulk carrying out all we desire if he can be 
freed from debt which gives handle to Russia ; I believe he will for future be easily able 
to pay yearly revenue demanded; ai against lending money as we have no security, 
Persian Government would take little interest in Seistan if Hashmat paid revenue 
regularly. As L have always issued berats on our bank at Meshed for Hashmat’ 
revenue no suspicion would he aroused if Benn issued another for 10,000 tomans now and 
possibly 15,000 tomans later. Hashmat's hereditary. position secured for him woul 
render him an absolutely staunch fri 

Gur influence now rapidly spreading will alter position in Seistan and later enable 
us to resist any desire of Russia to purchase, while enabling us to come forward with aid 
‘on Seistan security at more opportine time or ata time Persian Government may want 
‘our financial assistance, ‘This plan seems to me safe, profitable, and cheap. 



































































Sir A. Harilinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received June 24.) 


(No. 81. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 

1 TAD. some conversation this morning with th 
resignation of his office us Minister to. the Valiahd at Tab 
honour to report. His Excellency stated that he had found it ispossible to carry on the 
Govermnent of Azerbaijan on the Valiahd’s behali, consistently with regard, for his own 
dignity and the interests of Persia, in presence of the arrogant interference of the Russian, 
Constlate-General in every braich of the Administration and the lack of support from 
‘Telran. He spoke with great bitterness of the Atabexi Azam, observing that if he had 
‘been born in Moscow he could not be more devoted to Russian interests ; but he said that 
this was due to some extent to the fact that our Leyation in. the past had appeared to 
entify itself very closely with his al the Amin-ed-Dowleh. Once, however, the 
«Sultan (as he then was) had thrown himself into the arms of the Russian 
Legation he had staked his whole future on Russian support aud would pay any price to 
retain it, Even if this subserviency entailed concessions which must eventually prove 
fatal to the independence of Persia, he would console himself in making them by the 
reilection that the existing state of things would last his lifetime, and that the fuure 
could take care of itself, ‘he Mushir-ed-Dowlch was equally a mere creature of the 
Russians. 

‘This view of the policy and character of the Atabegi Azam i 
tlie least, exaggerated ; but allowance must be made for the stro 
‘opponent, especially: when they are intensified by the personal el dl 
tendency of every Persian to lay stress in conversation with Englishmen on the Russian 

redilections of any person whom he wishes to depreciate. 

‘The Nizam-es-Sultaneh is described by his own enemies as fanatical and anti« 
European and he has little reason to love the English, for he was removed, at our 
demand, ftom the Goyernor-Generalship of Arabistan, and his subsequent appointment to 
Tabreez was acquiesced in by us only on the understanding that he should not be 
re-employed in Southern Persia. Mr. Wood, however, who has a very high opinion of 
him, believes that he is sincerely convinced of the importance to Persia of the friendshi 
of England, and having felt in his own person the might of our hand respects us, like a 
teuc Oriental, accordingly. It is certainly remarkable, if he is the fanatic his detractors 
allege, that he should have sent his only son to be educated in Burope, « course very 
exceptional with Persians in the case of only children, ‘Though pressed to have him 
brought up in Russia he decided, and he says he has never regretted his decision, for an 





Gulhel, May 24, 1901, 
Nizam-es.Sultaneh, whose 
ec T have already had the 
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English publi 


Universities. Tsuspect the re 
any race, sees that Persia. needs sistanee fur her support, 
is inelined to look for them in Eng hie ch of that Russian influence wh 
he perceives to be his country’s » 

His Excellency told me that he should keep aloof for the present from politioal Tile, 
ns hie felt it m humiliation to hold office when his adviee and opinions 
distezaried. Ue has, I hear, been offered, but has refused, the Government of the Provine 
‘of Kermanshah, 

Thave, & 
(Signed) RPHOR I, HARDINGE, 
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you about 10,000 men, men who are more or less trained; my name is of repute 
throughout the south of Persia and in Arabistan, Also with the Mollahs I could give 
great assistance, aud do you much good. ‘There are many other ways in whieh I could 
assist you.” 


(Signed) J. R. PREECE, 


P.S.—May 21, 1901 
evening with this message :— 

“J am but a small personage to give advice to the English Government, Tam but 
asoldier. Iam willing and anxions to receive orders; till you prove me you cannot 
know what Tam. Such orders as may be given me I will obey.” 


Sultan sent his son, Babram Merza, to me last 


WRB 








No. 
Sir A. Harding to the Marquess of Lansdowie —(Receivedt June 24.) 


(No. 82, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Gutahek, May 27, 1901. 

[HAVE the honour to transinit licrewith, with reference to my despatch No. 67 
of the 20th ultimo, a copy of a Confidential Memorandum by His Majesty's Consul- 
General at, Ispahan, of a further conversation by the Zil-es-Sultan on the subject of 
British policy and influence in Persin, 

T have, &e,, 
ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosum in No. 252, 


Menovandum by Consul-General Preece. 


Conversation in continuance of that reported in my Despatch No. 1% of April 20, 1901. 


WITH regard to the question as to what. should be done to head-off the Russians 
in Southern Persia, His Royal Highness led off ly going back to the days of Sir Arthur 
Nicolion andSir It, Deunmond Wollt He considered that the latter hind eaused us great 
loss of prestige. One thing which should be done was to make people understand that 
we would stick to them and support them, Sir H. Drumin F did not support 
Iuim as he had promised ; consequently, when the intrigue ag tégie was started, 
he throw in his lot with those who worked against the Ré 
not support the Amin-es.Sultan, but told the Firman Firma, through Captain Sykes, 
that he would not, so that the Firman Firma gained the courage he lacked, and was 
induced to uttick the Aminees-Sultan and overthrow him, Again, although he had 
promised the Aminsed-Dowleh his support, yet when the time eame Sir Mortimer Durand 
Gid not, and allowed him to be overthrown by the Amin-es-Sultan, 

‘Phere are various otlier things of the sume sort which are well known to people, 
and ap they have no belief in you, Your friends you should support : a Persian docs 
not understand your not doing it, and, according (o his lights, you are not behaving 

y if you do not. 

When the Shou-es-Sultaneh was here I remonstrated with him upon his abuse of 
the Valiahd and the Sads-A\zam, but he said, “Ido not care; they ean do nothing to 
me.” He then showed mea paper written in Persian, not in French (with a laugh), 
and sealed with the Russian official seal, guaranteeing him against injury, either in body 
or estate, “hey do this sort of thing freely, but you never, or practically never, do, 
The Naib-es-Sultanch lias # similar guarantee.” You should do this and gain friends ; 
give them your support and protect them, You should cultivate friendship with the 
peuple; spend a little money, The Russians spent freely. You should make friends 
with the tibes, such as the Arabs—Kashgais und Bakhtiaris—spend money among 
then, and prevent the Russians from getting among them, as they try to do; when you 
have chance help then all you ean, 

+ As regards myself, when the time comes and you have to go to war with Russia for 
Persia, thon L eau help you. I haye over 100 villages; from them I could easily get 


No. 253. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 21.) 


(No. $3,) 
My Lord, Gulhek, May 27, 1901. 

YOUR Lordship may observe, in the summary of events in Persia for the last 
month, which I have the honour to send by this messenger, an account of the cruel 
torture und execution, at the alleged instigation of the notorious Agha Nejefy, of 
certain Babi peasants of the district of Abargu, on the borders of Fars and Yeu, 

Tiicntioned this matter to-day to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and expressed my cone 
vietion that the Shab, whose benevolence and abhorrence of cruelty were so marked, 
would learn with indignation that such barbarities could still be committed by authority 
in his dominions. fis Exeellency said he quite agreed. News ot these cruelties wd 
reached the Persian Government, though they were not aware of Agha No 
nection with them, and orders had already been sent for the punishment of the 
Tdoubt myself whether the latter will be treated as they deserve, especially if they are 
shielded, as is probable, by the clergy, who are the real offenders, but the action of the 
Government may serve a8 a check on further acts of savage fanaticism, 

I should not be disposed, without instructions from your Lordship, to move further 
in this matter, a8 we huve troubles enough of our own in Persia without looking alter 
Persian heretics, but [ thought it well to bring Nome to the Persian Government, which 
is sensitive to European opinion, that these disgracetil crueltics were known to us, and 
‘would not be permitted to pass unnoticed, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No, 254, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received June 24.) 


(No. 81) 
‘My Loni, Guliek, May 28, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my telegrams No. 18 and No, 19) of 
the 10th and 12th instant, that aftera good deal of discussion T succeeded! in eonvineing the 
Persian Minister of the advantages to Persia of our proposals with respect to the Kermna 
Reluchistan telegraph line, the opposition to which had, from the Ori, 1 an tow inclined 

k, come not so much from the Atabegi Azam as from the Shah, 

His Majesty is apt, by all accounts, when once he gets an idea into his head, to cling 
to it with an obstinacy which is proof against argument, and in this instanee he had 
become convinced that the presence of English engineers in Beluchistan would lead to the 
repetition of incidents like the Graves murder, which would afford us a pretext for sending 
British troops over the border. 

He, woreover, disliked the idea of the telegraph line being built or controlled by 
foreigners, and did not realise that his own Government hicked the means and) ability to 
construct it. ‘The Atabegi Avam told me, however, that he thought His Majesty's opposi- 
tion could be overcome if some clauses were introduced into the Convention which would. 

the number of English telegraph officials in Persian Beluchistan, and provide that 
‘ous districts they should be attended jan guards, while at the same 
(1645) 3L 





emphasizing more explicitly the ownership of the line by the Persian Goverament. [asked 
His Highness to suggest his own amendments, and afew days ago he sent me a Persian 
draft Convention embodying them. 

‘This document, which, 1 understand, was prepared by the Minister of Telegraph, és 
clumsily drawn up, but it illustrates the views of the Persian Government, and 1 have, 
therefore, the honour to inclose a translation of it herewith. I incorporated its principal 
additions to and differences from our original drat Convention and asked the Atabesi 
Azam whether T inight sond the latter, thus altered, home as representing the proposals 
of his Goveroment, 

His Highness said T might, the only provision in it on which he reserved his decision 
eine Article h regard to this Article we must examine, in conjunction with the 
Shah, the prov v 72, andiaseortain if any of them were, as His 
Majesty secined to think, inapplicable or unstited to the present Agreement. 1 have, 
therefore, the honour to transiuit the draft Convention as amended by the Persian Govern 
nyent. 

As regards Article XI, I will report to your Lordship by telegraph should the Atabegi 
Avan’s proposals ot reac mein time for the mesenger. 

Your Lordship will observe in Article IV of the Convention the curious expression 
“Tease of the use and revenue of the fine,” ox, as it stands in the original Per 
proposals, “lease of the revenue.” On my taking objection to this expression the Atabesi 
Azany observed that the words "lease o (uidat) had been specially inserted by 
the Shahi, in orde i e ws Persian, not British, property’; 
hut he expressed his willingness t0 prefty the word “ menfaat™ ( h would, taken 
in conjunction with the other provisions of the Convention, remove all doubts as’ to the 
absolute character of the lease. 1 said I did not wish to insist oa the omission of an 
expression inserted maau revit, bat that I thought. it probable that His Majesty’s Govern 
elit woul) require some formal explanation, either by means of au exchange of notes 
pe atirnse, whieh would place the completeness ani ne beyond all 
doubt. 

I also observed thit the omission of the fi serial 
if these were reincorporated by the provision that all the Articles of the 1872 Convention, 
from one of which they were token, applied, but that i this was not done a. special 

il damages” provision would be necessary. 

T hive discussed the Persian amendments with Mr, Barker, who agrees with me in 
thinking that they ate formal rather than substantial, and that their acceptance will: not 
poveeptibly impait the value of the Convention, He considers, for instance, that for some 
tiwe to come one principal office which he would be disposed to place at Basman will. be 
sulliciont hetween Kerman and the frontier. Article V1, which embodies this provision, 
isi ject an improvement on the corresponding Article in our original draft, as. it 
‘logs not limit to filteen the number of English officers whom the Department may employ 
‘on thenew line, 

I shoul feel obliged if your Lordship would, on receipt of this despatch, inform me 
hy Celera of Lis Majesty’s Government's decision, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnelosure in No. 254, 


Agreement for the Construction of a new Telegraph Line between the Empires of Persia 
and India. 


(ranstation,) 

‘THE Persian and tho Britis’ Governments, being desirous of improving the 
telegeaphic communications between Persia and India, have agreed to and sigued the 
present Aureement with the following Articles 

Article 1. ‘Phe Persian Government agrees that a new telegraphic Tine shall be 
specially constructed fiom Kashan to the frontier of British Reluchistan, vid Kerman, 
and wherever possible through populous distriets to join the British Goverment Tande 
ine, 

Art. 2. ‘The British Government undertakes to pay for all the expenses of the eon 
struction of this new fing, such as poles, wire, machines, transport of materials and 

i ‘The Persian officials will receive their salaries and allowances from the 
Persian Government, aud the staf? of the English ‘Telegraph Department (nov st 
in Persia) who will help in this undertaking wil 


from the English Government. When the line is complete an account of the expenses, 
certified by the high officals of the Persian and the English Telegraph Departments, will 
be submitted to the Persian Government, who wil! order the original amount, without 
interest, to be paid out of the receipts of the line, as is promised by Article 4 of this 
Agreement. 

Art. 3, Telegraph stations will be built according to maps and plans approved of by 
the Persian Government. In towns such stations will be rented, 

Art.4. The Persian Government will lease t the English Telegraph Department 
the revenue of the new li ich belongs to itself, at a rental of about 4 per cent. on 
the capital expended on the construction of the line. Should it excced per cent, it will 
belong to the Persian Government. ‘Three-quarters of this rental will be retained by the 
English Telegraph Department, on account of the whole expenses of the construction of 
the line, and one quarter, not being less than 1,000L, will be paid annually to the 
Persian Government, It is understood that whatever sum in excess of 1,000l, 
represents Persia’s quarter of the rent will be also paid to the Persian Treas 

rt, 5. All the gholams and guards of this new line will be natives of Persia, and 
ian subjects, 

‘The stations occupied by Bnylish telegraphists as permanent: residences will be in the 
towns along the line, and there shall be only oue telegraph station, which will be setected, 
between Kerman and British Beluchistan. “The protection of this line, as well a5 of the 
Persian and English officials, will be the special duty of the Persian Government, and 
whenever the English officals want to go out on inspection they must, inform the focal 
authorities, in order that they may be provided with escorts, 

Axt, 6. The line will be of three wires: one wire will be for the use of the Persian 
Government, inessagey of the interior, and will be always inthe hands. of the Persian 
officials, and the remaining two wires will be for international trafic, and will be in the 
hands of the English telegraphists, 

xt, 7. Expenses for the maintenanc 
olams will be 


the expense 
in Article 2. 

Art. 9, This Convention shull come into force from the date of its ratification by 

the Persian and the English Governments until the expenses mensioned in Article 4 are 
paid. 
Be Ark, 10, "his Abgroersont shall rmeuin To once until tho at Tuouary, 1025) oF vat 
the debt due by the Persian Government for tie coustruction of the line is paid, but it 
shall be permissible for the British Government, at any time before the expiry’ of this 
Convention, on giving six months? notice, to band over the line in its existing con 
dition to the Persian Government, and to withdraw its officers and employés from the 
line, ceasing from that day to have any further connection with this Persian line; but 
in this case the Persian Goveranent shall be exempted from any further payment 
‘of the money which it has to pay out of the revenue of the line, as stipulated in 
Article 4. 





No, 255, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received Jione 24,) 


(No. $5.) 
My Lord, Gullick, May 20, 1901. 
* TL HAVE the bonour to transmit herewith the usual summary of events in Persia for 
the last month. j 
[may mention, in connection with the cordial relations which appear to exist between 
the new Governor-General of Khorassan, the Nair-ed-Dowleh, and His Majesty's Consul 
General at Meshed, that the Atabegi' Azam informed me a few days ago that the 
i complained to him of the Nait-ed-Dowleh as ‘too friendly. to 
interests, His Excellency was previously considered entirely subservient to the 


T have, Se. 
igned) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





Qt 


Inclosure in No. 255. 
Monthly Summary. 


Tehran.—The Court and most of the Legations huve come up to Shimoran for the 
summer months, The Shah has greatly benefited in health from the change to the 
country. Good rains have fillen during the month, and there is a prospect of au excel- 
lent harvest, 

Resht—Vali Khan, who played a prominent part in the rebellion in Taleshlutab 
district, reported iv the previous monthly summaries, had arrived at Resht to make his 
peace with the authorities under the auspices of the Mujtahid Sbariat Madar. On the 

the Governor-General Nast Sultaneh was returning to his house from the 

when he noticed Vali Khan salaaming amongst the crowd. His Excellency, 

who is known f olent temper, proceeded to beat the Khan with his walk 
atthe same time using every description of opprobrious epithet. His stick broke in two, 
whereupon he ordered’ the farrashes to continue beating the chieftain, and called for the 
executioners to come forward with the bastinado, ‘These officers were not present, 
and the Governor's anger became uncontrollable, He ordered everyone present to beat 
the Khan, a command which was executed in the most thorough manner. Heavy sticks 
were broken over the ody, and hicks and blows rained upon him till he 
all consciousness. 

‘The bastimudo at length arrived'and the elderly Khan was tied up, still insensi 
received numerous blows on the soles of his feet, while the tardy executioners were put 
irons, and were ordered to have their noses and cars pierced as a punishment for not being 
on the spot. 

‘Dhe Khan had not recovered consciousness ate in the but on the next day 
the Governor-General having received £00, the mujtehid was permitted to convey Vali 
Khan to his house, 

‘Tabrece—Vhings ave still very unsettled on the borders of Ardabil and Karadagh, 

‘The fighting is now between’ the nomads and Rabim Khan's people, Raiding and 
looting proceeding, and inuch private property destroyed. 

Semet Khan, the Governor of Ardabil, who had been doing well against the nomads, 
has been recalled and has arrived at Tubreez. 

Tmam Guli Miran has been appointed to reylace him, but dectines to take up the post 
unless he is supplied with forces, 

Tspalin—Uhere has lately been a recrudescence of Babis persecution in the neig 
Dourhood of Ispahan, Last month two peasants at Abergu (Fars), supposed Babis, were 

i-admission of their faith. 


At Nejefubad, about 16 miles west of Ispatian, a change in the Governurship did not 
please some of the people. ‘They went to Agha Nedjify and complained that the present 
Joveror increased Babism in the town. ‘The Agha issued an order against three men of 
the place to the eflect that they were Babis, ‘Their friends went to the telesraph office 
‘und complained to Tehran, with what result is not known, though up to the present no 
ug of this village has been killed, 

‘Phe Head Mollah lins been tampering with the water supply of the Lenjan district, 

‘nd his thereby caused a great deal of discontent, 

Oy the 15th May the first caravan came through from the Baklitiari road ; it bad 
reached a distance of 17 miles from Ispahan aud was in sight of that city when it was 
attacked and looted, ‘This was a lamentable occurence, as it discredited the road at the 

jimencement of the season and consigners of cargo to Ahwaz have withdrawn it, 
The Zi-esSultan hs, however, recovered the goods and the loses have been made 
00d, 

Haji Reza Kuli Khan, late Bel Beget of the Bakhtiaris, arrived at Ispahan on the 
20th May on his way to Burujird, hhe bas been summoned by the Salar-ed-Dowlels 
to make’bis complaints against the Chicts, Sirdar Assad and Sipardar. 

Several Russian merchants have passed through recently, and two Jews from Lodz 
have come to open np business in the cotton trad 


Messrs, Hotz and Sou, have been appointed agents for the Banque Interastionale de 
Moseou, 


‘Meshed:—!The Trans-Caspian papers announce the opening in May of an iron bridge 
lover the Oxus at Chargui in ple of the former wooden ove. ‘This will enable the 
aTrans.Caspian Railway to pass by night as well as by day ; 
of the Trans-Caspitae redaged the number of Cossacks at Kerez from ten to six; | 
tee Russian officer at Tarbat-i-Haidari is treating with marked kindness any Afghan 
who go to that district. ten 
‘Belgians have arrived at Meshed for the Customs Dep = & 
Fee ea Colonel Trench took over the char of Gh ete ; Cosa Copeat 
on the Bid. May, He had a conversation with M. Castagne, the, Dinsoior of Te 
wastes, and asked him about the importation of an more 
in Castaigne was that there was no actual 
Bunder Abbas. The opinion of M. Castaigne was tl a ae 
i Golonel ‘Trench has complained to. the 
“iy Rnportation of arms going on, Colonel Tene ; | 10, the 
Han rare nom he. finds very friendly, of the discourtssy shown to Major, Bent 
Pace ete mooi sent, by his Excellency to Scistan in connection’ with the erreatt 
revenue due by the Hishmat-ul-Mulk, and in negleeting alist Hagierieer nl 
Sharing marked attention to big Russian college tnd received! a pron 

vould it tt to amend manners. 2 ‘ eaieile 
wos ersan doctors have left Mesh fo jand for quarantine sree; the 
Governor states that this does not mean that quarantine is to ‘be imposed, 

@ do to be ready if wanted. re ci 
toe oot torted from Herat that the Rossians are constructivg forts wt Sheish Junaid 
and Janoreh, Afghan labourers. are constantly going to those pluces to wor 
ons, Korniloff” a4 eon the 21st Ay on her 

sishire—The Russian steamer “Korniloff™ arrived here on the 2ls r 
eae ‘roan Hosshrab, and eft on {he following day for ues wl Ling, She 
fs said to have taken 250 tons of cargo from Bussorah and 200 bales aie phi 
ae ‘Russi 1 anerchants in Bushire; also 100 bags of tobacco, belonging to Messrs 


id Son. pr ortee 

te le coty tetany At aod Sus sient, at uns a Meat 

Salen eee ection: fein w disturbed etate owing to quarrels between the Kater, Abdul 

Rie Rhea ne rreahaneh Assad tribes, neh people have left Sus au gos 
Hu ft the Pushik-i-Kuh, the Khoreroubad road being entirely cloned, owing t0 

‘awlessness of the Lor tribes. 
Colonel Kenibal reports the arriv 
in conjunction with the Resident, 
rian Government ; this official, how: 
alleging the absence of the Darya Begi at T 


Rushire of the Spocial Commissioner sent to 

‘certain outstanding British claims against 
wns reluctant to commence business, 
his excuse. 


(Signed) ©, ALBAN YOUNG. 
Gulhek, May 20, 1901. 





No, 256. 
‘Sir A, Havdinge to the Marquess of Lamadoume.—(Received une 24.) 


Gulhek, May 23, 1901, 


(fot Commercial.) 
eee) i th, with reference to my despatch No. 10 a, 
VE the to transmit herewith, with reference to my despateh 
fete tte wyath ultimo, a translation of a note from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


‘the abolition of inland 


ate a 
Gficallyeommunieating to me the text of the new Lavt respecting the abaliton AN 


customs charges and the ‘establishment of an uniform “ ‘vahdari,” 

eee «dans es pays de PEurope les 
i i ble of the Law the words * dans les pays Parope le 

cae a ae eee elned by the words “et ‘notamment en Russie,” which 

Figured in the original text. tee 

(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





Mushir-ed=Doucteh to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(Translation, May 19, 1901. 
THAYE the honour to inclose herewith, for your Exeelleney” 


to inform the subjects 
Roxulation, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 256. 
|. Horitinge to Mushir-ed-Doveleh. 


Your Excelleney, Giliek, May 28, 1901 

THAVE had the honour to reeeive your Excellency’ of the 19h instant, 
forarding copy of a Law for the abolitioy of inland eustoms duties and the establish 
mont of an uniform “‘rahdari” charge. 

Thaye already bad the honour to state verbally that His Majesty’s Government was 
prepared to acquiesce in the application to British goods of the ‘rabdari” tax, which 
‘upjears (0 constitute an addition, though no doubt a trifling one, to the 5 per cent, ad 
ulorem import duty, on the understanding that it did not exceed 22 shahis per mule 
load, that it was levied only once —at the port of ingress—and that other internal tran 
‘Jues hie abolished, By this latter reservation my Government did not, I understand, 
inean that it insisted on the abolition of te customs duties now paid on goods passin: 
through Persia on the way to other countries, but merely on that of all internal taxes 
‘on the transport of such goods other than the proposed single charge of 22 shahis per 
inulo load, { noted, however, with satisfuetion, a statoment made to me by the 
Dire neva) of Persian Customs that he hoped shortly to be able to do away with 
the customs duties at present charged on goods passing through Persia in transit, and T 
take the Ibert of expressing a hope that this {question will not be lost sight of by your 
xcelle 

T understand that. since the Law was promulgated certain exceptions have been 
lukon to it by the Russian Legation, which have been cleared uy by an exchange of 
Views and explanations hetween M. Avayropoulo and the Persian pvernment. 1 should 
(ool obliged if your Excellency would kindly inform me, officially, of any modifications in 
the text ur integprotation of the Tavs whieh, have resulted from this exchange of views, 
in order that i may be ina position to claim their benefit nnder our most-favoured~ 
nation. treatment clause for British subjects, 

Lynay mention iu this conucetion that reports reached this Legation trom Meshed 
and Tabreer emily in danuary to the effect that waggons driven by Russian alrivers were 
‘uot subject to. the *rahidati taxes then in force, au T sias sceordiagly instructed to 
jist oh a sitmilar exenption heing extended to wagons ander the charge of divers of 
suny nationality employed by British subjects. Tpresime that the new Lave allows 110 
‘Uistinetion in favour of Russian subjects as compared with those of other Powers, as T 

ast beg your Excellency to abserve that the acquiescence of His Majesty's Government 
the imposition of the “‘mbdari” is conditional upon uo distinetion heing drawn, 
cither directly or indirectly, hetween goods of British or other origin. 

Tam forwarding 1 af the Law to His Majesty's Secretary of State fur Foreign 
Ailuits, and have caused British subjects in Persia to be informed of its contents through 
His Majesty's Consular oficers, Should His Majesty's Government ave no further 
objections to make to the imposition of the tax, it will probably: authorize me, should it 
consider such a step necessary, to draw up a formal Regulation under the Order in 
Connell applying it to British subjects within my Consular jurisdiction, 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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No. 257. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 24.) 


No.15. Commercial.) 
‘My Lord, Gulliek, May 27, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my immediately preceding 
Commercial despate, that His Majesty's Acting Consul at Resht bas reported, on the 
authority of the local Inspector of Customs, that the “rahdari” tax, after being 
Collected for a time, has been taken off as regards goods destined for, or exported from, 
the Province of Gila, This is probably the result of Russian pressure, 

T have addressed a note to the Persian Government requesting oxplanations, and 
reminding it of the conditions under which His Majesty's Government acquiesced in the 
i n of * rahiari.” 

‘ed-Dowieh to-day assured me, in conversation, that he would make 
inquiries of M. Naus, and would insist on no exceptions being made in the application of 
the Law which could, directly or indirectly, henefit the tude of a foreign country 
more than another. 


Thave, &e, ' 
(Signed) ARTHUR HW. ILMvDINGE. 





No, 258. 


Consul Stevens to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Recelvedd June 24.) 


iL.) 

Lord, Batoun, June G, 19 

T HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the work of constructi 
Alexandvopol-Erivan branch of the Kars section of the "Trans-Caueasian Railway (from 
a point 6 versts cast of Alexandropo, where the junction of the to Tines takes place, as far 
se Avamzali, distant about 12 versts from Erivan) is progressing rapidly, and, although it 
fs not likely that the line will be opened for rogular passenger trafic for some consider 
ble time ta come, yet it is filly expected that the progress mae with the construction 
Of it will be so far advanced by the beginning or middle of October next that ib will 
dit of the possibility of through irregular communication being established between 
the before-mentioned two points. 

Te has also been definitely decided to carry the Tine on tro 
bringing the whole of the Russian railway system (vii. Petrova 
‘sith the Persian frontier, which extension of railway great 
‘guiffeance, both from an economical and political point of view, seeing that, besides 
cqoning up a vast area of altivated territory, the advantageous developsnent of which 
see hitherto suffered much from the imperfect condition of its roads and other means of 
tommanication, it will bring Russia, comparatively speaking, so much nearer to ite 
‘easton, that in the event of unforeseen complications arising, or that cireumstances 
shnaild render it necessary, the Russian Government would be enabled to undertake an 
Alwanee ito Persia without, making any very great. preparations for it, and Russian 
troops could reach the eapital of the Provinee of Azerhidjan within period of twenty- 
Four hours after crossing the frontier at Julfa. 

Surveys have been carried out to Julfa, and it is reported that the engineers 
jntrusted with this work have already pushed on even ay far as Maranda, in Persia, to- 
‘nbieh point it is seriously contemplated to extend the line as soon as the metals will 
iiave reached the confines of Persian soil. 

Therails of the tailway spoken of above are to weigh about 20 Ib, to the foot, the 
hud of the road is to be about 15 feet wide, the gauge is to be the same as that of all 
Russian railways, viz, 6 fect, and the higher passes are to be tunnelled. ‘The stations 
long the line are to be stone hnildings with iron roofs; the principal depot station is to 
Decguated at Ulunhanla, where workshops capable of undertaking the repairs of six 
Tocomotive engines simultanconsly, and about the xame number of railway cars and 
wrazgous are to be erected, and another depot station is to be built at Nachicheyan, the 
latter being of smaller dimensions, and ‘adapted only for the accommodation of three 
cngines, and as many ears and wagons, for repairs, 


TITTTTTTT. 








The estimated cost of the line from Ulunbanfu to Julia is 7,422,951 roubles 
(about 780,001), or 41,287 roubles (about 4,700) per verst, 13 of a verst being 
‘equal to English nile, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) vg 





No. 259. 


Sir N. O'Conov to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received June 24.) 
(No, 229.) 

‘My Lord, Constantinople, June 15, 1901, 
WITH rete to my despateh No. 26 of the 22nd January last, have the 
your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received 

s Consul at Bussorah, reporting on the trial voyage of the steam. 
+ Komniloily” of the Russian Steam Navigation and ‘Trading Company, to the Persian 
Gulf'and Bapbrates, 
T have, &e. 

(Signed) -N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 


Consul Wratislaw (0 Sir N. O'Cowor. 
(No, 26.) 

Sir, Bussoral Apri 
WITH reference to my despateh No. 17 of the Gth March last, have tl 
to roport tat, the steamship. Korniloliy” belong 
and ‘Trading Company, arrived here on the 4th and I 


honour 
ng to the Russian Steam Navigation 
leit on the 15th instant, 


She had very little cargo for Bussorah, viz. 9,000 cases of petroleum and 50,000 


date boxes, oF rather sets of sawn wood to'be made up locally into date box 

wood was ordered by a Jewish merchant of the place, and was shipped at Smyrna. 1 
‘um informed iat it was swwn to size at the latter place, where the wood was brought in 
the rough by another steamer, 

The potrolown was cousigned to Messrs, Hoty, Hamilton, and Co., who acted 
ag agents of the ship, and will be sold by them for the account of the Company. 

Only about 250 tons of coal (for Suez, Port Said, and Beirut) was taken from 
Bussorali by the  Korniloff, and all of this came from Bagdad. 

She had offers of freight for Jeddah (grain), but this was deeline ing toh 
great draft of water she would have had to he ‘lightered over the bar of the Shat-el- 
Arab, an expensive operation, 

From hier draft, ler ae, her small carrying capacity, and her heayy working 
expenses, the “Komilofl” could not be expected to make any profit out of this visit to 
the Persian Gulf, a thet whieh was, of course, known to her owners, ‘The ship's voyage 
was simply x reconnaissance in! a distriet hitherto unknown to Russian commerce, anid 
on her retum to Russia it will ho decided whether the prospects are suiliciently 
Hopafol lo justify the estalishinent of a regular line of steamers to the Persian 

Rall, 

In my opinion « subsidy will always be necessary to cover the expenses, and even 
then the venture would he justifiable only at a certain time of the year on account of 
the difficulty of finding ret eargo, except at the date season, 

During September, October, November, and December steamers would probably be 
able to get 1,000 tons of dates ‘each month for Levant ports, whieh are now taken in 
British bottoms to Port Said and there transhipped, 

‘The recent reduetion of the export tax on goods shipped from one Turkish port to 
another will probably encourage the trade. 

T understand that great difficulty is being experienced in selling the piece-gooils 
and sugar which the ** Korniloff” landed in Bushire, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A. C. WRATISLAW. 





229) 


No, 260. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 25.) 


Pehran, June 
oD the i rour Lordship’s telegram No, 22 
‘VE the honour to report, with reference to yo ras t 2 

of iis id ane that, in view of the illness of the Grand Vizier, pee 

Minister, and told him that I was charged with « communication to the Grand Tet 

With reference to Seistan, I consequently asked that the ata aie, thse canes 

‘in any way until I had had an opportunity o! + Highness, 

sy promised to transmit my request, and said that he felt sure the Grand 

ed i oned in my Confidential, Commercial, 

‘The progress of the negotiations mentioned in my Confident “i 

tote TEES jie will probably be delayed for afew days now in consequence of 
the illness of the Grand Vizier, e 
NL have informed the Viceroy by telegraph of the above. 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 26.) 


i i ime he Under= 
Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
Sear eet for Forign. Affirs, and, by direction of Lond Ge rge Hume, 
forwards herewith, for the inlorination of tho Secretary of State, copy o ine) ised in 
Guecenment of india Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 30th May, regarding 
affairs, 
India Office, June 25, 1901. 


eS 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 261. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Si Bushire, Mey 1, 2001, 
eS information of the Government: of India, 
VE, the honour to forward, for the information o wvernment 

eee ee eae aaved by nie fra Tis Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tera hs 
OOP He iy’ T have inforined his Excellency that I have bad to postpone my visit 
Shireg on account of affairs ut Koweit, but that T would proseed there as sonn as 
uaa * permit of my doing 80, i i 
sro rl Eh alg, 1 il a 0 8 


signs have been notiowd Wy me 


Signe A. KEMBALL, 
Bienes) al cat Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


(Confidontial.) 


———— 


Inclosure 2 in No, 261. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Liewtenant-Colone! Kemball. 
(Confidential,) 


(Telegraphic,) Tehran May 0,190 
ee CON i chat serious disturbance may 
STIAL informant: tells me that & somew is 
OE eon eee 
thonl'be tore at St date, There any be noting, the tary bat At aight i a 

rll ‘4 ¢ at Shi ud this month on chance. . 
well that you sould baat Si Uy Cecent Russian tan to Peri i bing expend 
onic ae erveotiont coal stores aad barracks in Gulf ports, Have you 
noticed a) 1 a thing? 
note Persepalis back from Bombay t 





[wets] 
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No. 262. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 22.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, June 26, 1901 

TL HAVE received your telegram No. 30 of the nd instant relative 
Grown lands of Seistan, 

In your conversation with the Sadr Azam you should emphasize th 
of British commorcial interests in Seistan, and should say that His Majesty 
ment cannot afford to neglect th 

A 1 on the part of t 
ances in thereby compelling His Majesty's Govers 
the protection of those interests, is stronzly to be deprecated. 

At the sam possible for Ifis Majesty's Government to insist in 
so inany words that t -Lulk shall be xetained in office, and he may after 
all prove an ineilective supporter, But you ean point out that his punishment by the 
Persian Government on account of his frieudly attitude towards this countey would 
be likely to produce the results which it is tho earnest desire of His Majesty's 
Government to avoid, 





No. 203, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson, 
No, 289.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, June 26, 1901. 
TASKED the French Autussador tons: he was able to 
infirunition as to the inquiry which was to Ih é Museat into the eases of 
thi awiers of slave-dhows who had represented themselves as being under the protee- 
tion of the French flag. A French cruiser hud, T kuew, bee to. Muscat for the 
purpose of ed investigation, wore, however, informed that little 


nothing complished, Dut that on the other band the Fxmeh officers hail 
prewsed the $ turn the Fr xs to the owners who had given them up 
‘ind Hdl also pressed the owners to reeeive 

M. Cambon assured ine that an Jvestiation had taken phice, Tt was quite true 
that in certain eases where owners of the dhows had beet improperly deprived of their 
papers hy the Sultan, the Sultan had heen pressed to retarn the tliys. On the other 
hunt {Cad lays boo intended tat the papers held by the ones of he els 


stiould be verified, and that only those who 
should be allowed to do so, 

M, Carbon added that the difioulty had been inoteased hy the arrogant conduct 
‘if the Sultan whilst-on hoard British man-of-war. 

His Excellency promised to ascertain the result of the inquiries and to let me know 
what had really taken place, 


had right to claim French protection 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 264, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 27.) 


Government of India Poreig 
M. Goguyer, 
India Office, Juie 26, 1901. 


281 
Inclosure in No. 264. 


Government of India to Political Agent, Muscat, 


(Telegraphic) Simla, May 80, 1901. 
AMY letter of 9th May. 

Secretary of State telegraph that Lonl Lansiowne depreeates discussion between 
Sultan and French Consul rogarding status of Goguyer, and that inquiry will be made 
in London and result reported. 





No. 265. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 28.) 


3 India Off 
I AM direct hy Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the re 
ated the 2st une ¢ to the note presented by Anthopoulo Pasha 
‘Aden wh ander the 
protection of Tis Majesty. 
Tam to invite the attention of the Marquess of Lansilowne to Sir H, Walpolo's 
er dated the Sth Tune last on the subject ef the Lower Aulakis, in which a 
rence was made {o intimations already conveyed to the Porte, and 1am to stato 
werotary of State for India concurs in the proposal that His Majesty's 
ho claim now put forward in 
respect of th H the Akrabi, the Haushiabi, 
the Alavi, the Amiri, the Subaihi, the Yatai, and the Aulaki, 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





No. 266, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


r, Foreign Office, June 28, 191. 
WIL reference to the letter from. this OMliee of the Ist instant respecting the 
Persian or road tax, Lam directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to 
i ss of despatches from Mis Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the 


ip proposes, with the concurrence of Lord G, Hamilton, to approve the 
note which Sir A. Hardinge has addressed to the Persian ument in reply to the 
J commimication of the text of the new Jaw abolishing inland customs charges 
and establishing a ida.” 
Totter has boon sent to the Board of ‘Trade, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "MARDEN GOSSELIN. 


Also to Board of Trade, {Now 256 and 257. 





